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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c 


LETTER I. 


My UEAR Frederick, 

The tenderaefs of a fond father’s heart admonifhes 
me, that I fhould but poorly requite the aSedionate foUcitude 
you have fo often expreffed, to become acquainted with the 
particulars of my journey over land to India, if I any longer with- 
held from you an account of that Angular and eventful period of 
my life. I confefs to you, my dear boy, that often when 1 have 
endeavoured to amufe you with the leading incidents and extra- 
ordinary viciflitudes of fortune which chequered the whole of that 
feries of adventures, and obferved the eager attention with which, 
young though you were, you liftened to the recital, the tender 
fcnfibility you difclofed at feme pafl'ages, and the earneft defire you 
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motive fliall not be difeppointed in its end } and while I difchargc 
the duty of a parent in gratifying it, I fhall be encouraged and 
fuftained under my labours by the fanguine expectation, that he 
will derive from my exertions the moft folid advantages in his 
future progrefs through life. As thofe advantages are expeCted 
alfo to extend to my dear boy John, whofe tender years difqualify 
him from making the fame immediate reflections on the various 
fubjeCts as they occur, my Frederick will perceive that it be- 
comes his duly, not only as a good fon, but as an affectionate 
brother, to aflift and enforce them upon his mind, to explain to 
him the difficulties, and fornhh him with his reafonings and in- 
ferences on them, fo as that they, may make, as nearly as poffible, 
equal impreffions on the heart and underftanding of both, 

** Felix ^uem &ciunt aliena pericula cautum : ” 

And though fe w have foe felicity to be warned by other men’s 
misfortunes or faults, bccaufe they feldcnn make deep Impreffions 
on their feelings, I am convinced that my fufferings and errors, 
as they will intereft my Frederick’s heart, and gratify his cu- 
idoflty, mnnot foil to enlvge his underftanding, and improve his 
conducts 

I MU my dear Frederick’s, &c.- 

D. C. 


LETTER 



( ^ ^ 


LETTER II. 


Having, in compliance with your reiterated felicita- 
tions, determined to give you a narrative of my journey to the 
Eaft Indies, and the Angular turns of fortune which befel me there, 
I think it neceflary, on refledtion, to prepare you Hill further for 
the reception of it, by propofing certain terms to be fulfilled on 
your part i and as, in my lafi;, I told you that 1 expedited you, 
and, with your afllllance, your brother, to turn my relation to a 
more ufeful account than the gratification of mere idle curiofity, 
by letting the moral deducible from my errors and misfortunes 
ftrike deep and take root in your mind — fo there -are other things, 
which, though not fo extremely important, are too weighty to 
be negledted j to which I defire to diredt yxjur attention. 

I believe you muft have already perceived, that the wellbeing 
of yourfelf and your brother is my firft — I might, perhaps, with- 
out trefpafliuig much upon truth, fay, my only objedt in life ; 
that, to the care of your education, and the cultivation of your 
mind, I exclufively devote my time and my thoughts j and that,, 
to infure your future happinefs, I would facrifice every thing I 
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have a right to difpofe of, and rifk even life itfelf. The time, 
I truft, is not far diftant, when your brother will be as well qua- 
lified to underlland this as you are now — when both will feel alike 
the important duty it enforces on you — and when your only emu- 
lation will be, who fliall produce the moft luxuriant harveft to 
reward the labours I have taken — to revrard yourfelves. 

In order, therefore, on my part, to give everything I do a tendency 
to thcfgtcat objcdt ofmywiflies, and induce you, on your ’s, to con- 
tribdtc ybur fhare to it, i flialigivc you, as I proceed in my narrative, 
a topographical defcription of tiie various Countries through which 
I fhall’have occafion to conduct you, and, as ooncifely as may be, 
an account of their manners, policy, and municipal inftitutions, fo 
far as I have been able to ccrlledt them j which I hope will fcrve to 
awaken in you athirftforthofeindifpenfable parts of polite education. 
Geography and Hillory. I cxpedl that you will carefully attend to 
thofe fciences, and that you will not fufferyourfelf, as you read my 
Letters, to be carried away by the rapid ftream of idle curiofity 
from incident to incident, without time or difpofition for refledrion : 
you muft take excurfions, as you go along, from my Letters to 
your Geographical Grammar and your Maps — and, when necef- 
fary, call in the aid of your Tutor, in order to compare my ob- 
fervations with thofe of others on the fame places, and by thofe 
means to acquire as determinate an idea as poffible of their local 
fituation, laws, and comparative advantages, whether of Nature 
or Art. You will thus enable yourfelf hereafter to confider how 
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Society is influeftc^d* an4 why fame Communities arc. better di- 
redcd than others. 

Here 1 muft obferve to you, that as Geography is a fcience 
to which rational converfation, as fiipportcd by Gentlemen of 
breeding and education, moft frequently refers, the leall ignorance 
of it is continually liable todeteftion, and, when detedei}, fubjedts 
a man to the moil mortifying ridicule and contempt. 

The ingenious George Alexander Steevens has, in his 
celebrated Ledure upon Heads, given a mod: ludicrous inftance of 
tliis fpecies of ignorance, in the charaddr of a Citizen, who, 
cenfuring the incapacity of Minifters, propofes to carry on the 
War on a new plan of his own. The plan is, to put the Troops 
in cork jackets — fend them, thus equipped, to fea — and 

in the Mediterranean: When his companion afks him where 
that place lies, be calls him foolt and informs him that the 
Mediterranean is the Capital of ConJflantinople. Thus, my dear 
fon, has this fatirift ridiculed ignorance in pretenders to education; 
and thus will every one be ridiculous who betrays a deficiency in 
this very indifpenfable ingredient in forming the charader of 
a Gentleman. But a dory which I heard from a perfon of 
ftrid veracity, will ferve more drongly to fhew you the fhame 
attendant on ignorance of thofe things which, from our rank, we 
are fuppofed to know ; and as the fear of fliame never fails to 
operate powerfully on a generous mind, I am fure it will ferve to 
alarm you into induftry, and application to your ftudies. 


During 
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Duringthe late American War, about that period when theKi n o 
of France was, fo fatally for himlelf^ though perhaps in the end 
it may prove fortunate for the intere/ls of Mankind, mani&Aing an 
intention to interfere and join the Americans, a worthy Alderman 
in Dublin, reading the newfpaper, obferved a paragraph, inti- 
mating, that in confequence of Britiih cruifers having (topped feme 
French vclTels at fea, and fearched them, France had taken umbrage! 
The fag^cious Alderman, more patriotic than learned, took the 
alarm, and proceeded, with the paper in his hand, diredly to a 
brother of the Board, and, with unfeigned forrow, deplored the 
lofs his Country had fuftained, in having a place of fuch confe- 
quence as U'kiBRAGE raviflied from it ! — defiring, of all things, 
to be informed in what part of the world Umbrage lay. To this 
the other, after a torrent of inventive againft Minifters, and con- 
dolence with his afilided friend, anfwered that he was utterly un- 
able to tell him, but that he had often heard it mentioned, and 
of courfe conceived it to be a place of great importance j at the 
fame time propofing that they fhould go to a neighbouring Book- 
feller, who, as he dealt in Books, mufl necelTarily know every 
thing, in order to have this gordian knot untied. They accord- 
ingly went and having propounded the queftion, what part of 
the globe Umbrage lay in?” the Bookfeller took a Gazetteer, and, 
having fearched it diligently, declared that he could not find it, 
and faid he was almoft fure there was no fuch place in exiftence. 
To this the two Aldermen, with a contemptuous fneer, anfwered 
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by triumphantly reading the paragraph out of the . newfpaper. 
The Bookfeller, who was a fhrbud fellow, and, like moft of his 
Countrymen, delighted in a jeft, gravely replied, that the Gazetteer 
being an old edition, he could not anfwer for it, but that he fup- 
pofed Umbrage lay fome where on the coaft of America. With this 
the wife Magiftrates returned home, partly fatisfied : but what 
words can exprefs their chagrin when they found their error — 
that the unlucky Bookfeller had fpread the ftory over the City — 
that the newfpapers were filled with/atirical fquibs upon it — nay, 
that a carAcature print of tliemfelves leading the City-watch to 
the retaking of Umbrage^ was ftuck up in every {hop — and finally, 
that they could fcarcely (albeit Aldermen) walk the {Ircets, 
without having the populace fnecr at them about the taking of 
Umbrage ! 

Thus, my child, will every one be more or lefs ridiculous who 
appears obvioufly ignorant of thofe things which, from the rank 
he holds in life, he fhould be expedled to know, or to the know- 
ledge of which vanity or petulance may tempt him to pretend. 

I am fure I need not fay more to you on this fubjedl •, for I think 
you love me too well to difappoint me in the firil wifli of my heart, 
and I believe you have tpo much manly pride to fuffer fo degrading 
a defcdt as indolence to expofe you hereafter to animadverfion or 
contempt. Remember, that as nothing in this life, however trivial 
or wortlrlefs, is to be procured without labour— fo, above all 
others, the weighty and invaluable treafures of erudition are only 
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to be acquired by exertions vigoroufly made and unremittingly 
continued. 

** Quid munus Reipublicae majus aut melius alFerre polTumus 
^ quam fi juventutem bene erudiamus.” — Thus faid the matchleis 
Tully. If, then, the education of youdi interefts fo very deeply 
a State, can it left powerfully intcreft him who ftands in the two- 
fold connedion of a Citizen and Parent ? It is the lively anxiety 
of my mind, on this point, that obliges me to procraftinate the 
commencement of my narrative to another Letter, and induces 
nw to entreat that you will, in the mean time, give this the 
ccmfideration it defervcs, and prepare your mind to follow its in- 
ftrudions. 


LETTER m. 


A VARIETY of unpropitious circumftances gave rife to 
my journey to the Eaft Indies, while domeilic calamity marked 
my departure, and, at the very outfet, gave me a foretaile of 
thofe miferies which Fate had refervcd to let fall upon me in the 
iequel. The channels from which I drew the means of fupporting 
my family in that fryle which their rank and connedions obliged 
them to maintain, were clogged by a coincidence of events as 
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unlucky 'as unexpeded : the War in India had interrupted the 
regular remittance of my property from thence : a. fevere Ihock 
which unbounded generofity ^d beneficence had given to the 
affairs of my father, rendered him incapable of maintaining his ufud 
punftuality in the payment of the income he had affigned me ; 
and, to crown the whole, I had been deprived, by death, of two 
lovely children (your brother and fifter), whom I loved not Icis 
than I have fince loved you and your brother. 

It was uAder the preffure of thofe accumulated afilidions, ag- 
gravated by the goading thought of leaving my family for fuch a 
length of time as muft neceffarily elapfc before I could again fee 
them, that I fet out for India in the month of May, in the year 
1781, with a heart overwhelmed with woe, and too furely pre- 
didive of misfortunes. 

From the gloomy cave of depreffion in which my mind was 
funk, I looked forward, to feek, in the future, a gleam of comfort 
— but in vain : not a ray appeared— -Melancholy had thrown her 
fombre fliadow on the whole. Even prefent afflidion yielded 
up a fhare of my heart to an unaccountable difmal prefentime nt 
of future ill ; and the difafters and difappointments I had paffed, 
were loft and forgotten in ominous forebodings and inftindive 
prelages of thofe that were to come. 

Of all the weakneffes to which the human mind is fubjed, fu- 
perftition is that againft which I would have you guard with the 
utmoft vigilance, It is the moft incurable canker of tlic mind. 

B 2 Under 
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Under its unrelenting dominion, Bappincfs withers, t^ undci> 
Handing becomes obfcurcd, and every principle of joy is blafted. 
For this reafon I with to account for thofc prefages, by referring 
them to their true phylical caufes, in order thereby to prevent 
your young mind from receiving, from what I leave written, any 
injurious imprefBon, or fupcrftitious idea of prefentiment, as it is 
*!feihionably denmninated. 

If the mind of Man be examined, it will be found naturally 
prone to the contemplation of the future — its flights from hope 
to hope, or frar to fear, leading it infenfibly from objefts prefent 
and in pofleflion, to thofe remote and in expeftatiort — from pofi- 
tive good to fuppofitious better, or from adud melancholy to 
imaginary misfortune. In thefe cafes, the mind never fails to fee 
the profpedt in colours derived from the medium through which 
it is viewed and exaggerated by the magnifying power of fancy. 
Thus my mind, labouring under all the uneaflnefs I have deferibed, 
faw every thing through the gloomy ntedium of melancholy, 
and, looking forward, foreboded nothing but misfortune : accident 
afterwards fulfilled thofe forebodings j but accident, nay, the moH 
trifling change of circumftances, might poffibly have fb totally 
changed the face of my fubfequent progrefs, that good fortune, 
inftead of mifadventure, might have been my lot, and fo all my 
foreboding been as illufory and fallible as all fuch phantoms of the 
imagination really are. Thus I argue now — and I am fure I argue 
truly i but if reafon be not timely called in, and made, as it were. 
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an habitual inmate, it avails but little againft the overbearing force 
of fuperftition, who, when flie once gets poffcfllon of the mind, 
holds her feat with unrelenting tenacity, and, calling in a whole 
hoft of horrors, with defpair at their head, to her aid, entrenches 
herfclf behind their formidable powers, and t)ids defiance to the 
afiaults of reafon. 

Thus it fared with me — Under the dominion of gloomy pre- 
fentiment, I left London j and my journey down to Margate, 
where I was to take fliipping, was, as Shak speak e emphatically 
fays, “ a phantalm, or a hideous dream — and my little ftate of 
“ Man fufi^red, as it were, the nature of an infurreftion — 
the chaos within me forbade even the approach of diferiminate 
refleftipn ; and I found myfelf on board the Packet, bound to 
Oftend, without having a fingle trace left upon my mind, of the 
intermediate ftages and incidents that happened fince I had left 
London. 

It has been obferved — and I wifh you always to carry it in 
memory, as one of the beft confolations under afBidion — that 
human fufferings, like all other things, find their vital principle 
exhaufted, and their extintftion accelerated, by overgrowth ; and 
that, at the moment when Man thinks himfelf moft miferable, 
a benignant Providence is preparing relief, in fomc form or other, 
for him. So it, in fome fort, happened, with me j for I was for- 
tunate enough to find in the Packet a fellow-paffengcr, whofc 
valuable converfation and agreeable manners beguiled me infenfibly 
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of the gloomy contemplation in which I was abforbed, and afforded 
my tortured mind a temporary fufpenfion of pain. This Gentleman 
was General Lockhart : he was going to Bruffels, to pay his 
court to the Emperor Joseph the Second, who was then fliortly 
expedted in tlie Lotr Countries, in order to go through the cere- 
monies of his Inauguration. As Bruffels lay in my way, I was 
flattered with the hopes of having for a companion a Gentleman 
at once fo pleafing in his manners and refpcdtable in his charadcr, 
and was much comforted when I found him as much difpofed as 
myfclf to an agreement to travel the whole of the way thither 
together. Thus, though far, very far from a fratc of eafe, I was. 
when landing at Oflrend, at leaft lefs miferable than at my coming 
on board the Packet. 

As this Letter is already fpun to a length too great to admit of 
any material part of the defeription I am now to give you of Offend, 
and the Country to which it belongs, I think it better to poftponc 
it to my next, which I mean to devote entirely to that fubjedt, 
and thereby avoid the confulion that arifes from mixing two fub- 
jedls in the fame Letter, or breaking off the thread of one in order 
to make way for the other. 

Adieu, my dear boy ! — Forget not your brother John. That 
you may both be good and happy, is all the wilh now left to, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


1 n A T Country to which I am now to call your atten- 
tion — I mean, the Netherlands — is rnarked by a greater number 
of political changes, and harraffed by a more continued train of 
military operations, than perhaps any Country in the records of 
Modern Hiftory. It may truly be called the Cockpit Royal of 
Europe, on which Tyrants, as ambition, avarice, pride, caprice, 
or malignity, prompted them, pitted thoufands, and hundreds of 
thoufands, of their fellow-creatures, to cut each other’s throats 
about fome point, frivolous as regarding themfelves, unimportant 
to Mankind, and only tending to gratify a diabolical luft for dp- 
minion : Yet, under all tftefe difadvantages, (fuch are the natural 
qualities of this Country), it has, till lately, been in a tolerably 
flouriihing Rate ; and would, under good government and proper 
protection, equal any part of Europe for richnefs, 

Flanders, Brabant, and the Country now called the United 
Netherlands, were in general known by the name of Netherlands, 
Low Countries, or Pais-bas, from their fituation, as it is fuppofed, 
in refpeCl of Germany. Anciently, they formed a part of Belgic 
Gaul, of which you may remember to have read an account in 

the 
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the Commentaries of Julius C^sar, who defcribes the inha- 
bitants as the moft valiant of all the Gallic Nations — “ Horum 
“ omnium Belgas funt fortifllmi-” They afterwards were fubje£t 
to petty Princes, and made part of the German Empire ; and, in 
the fix'teenth century, became fubjeft to Charles the Fifth of 
the I loufe of Auftria ; but, being opprefl'ed beyond endurance by 
his foil,' Philip the Second of Spain, (that blind and furious 
bigot), they openly revolted — flew to arms toaflert their freedom; 
and, after a ftruggle as glorious in efledt as virtuous in principle — 
after performing prodigies of valour, and exhibiting examples of 
fortitude, to which none but men fighting in the Godlike Caul'e 
of Liberty are competent — led on by the wifdom and valour 
of the Prince of Orange, and aflifted by the Sovereign of 
Great Britain — they at length fo far fucceeded, that thofe 
now called the United Netherlands, entered into a folcmn league, 
and forced the gloomy Tyrant to acknowledge tlieir independence, 
But that part to which I am now j>artictriarly to allude, continued 
annexed to the Ploufe of Auftria. In 1787, they revolted, and 
made a temporary ftruggle to difengage thcmfelves from the do- 
minion of the Emperor ; but, owing to fome cabals among 
themfelves, and the temperate condudl of that Prince, they again 

returned to their allegiance, and were rewarded with a general 

0 

amnefty. In 1792, they were over-run by the French Army 
under General Dumourier — opened their arms to thofe Re- 
publicans, and were rewarded for it by oppreflion, tyranny, and 
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Lijuftke. The French, however, were driven back out of the 
Country j and, wonderful to relate, they again received their old 
Mafter, the Emperor, with ftrong demonftrations of joy, and 
manifefted their loyalty and attachment to him by every expref- 
fion that abjed hypocrify could fuggeft. 

‘‘ O ! how unlike their Belgic; Sires of old ! ’’ 

Here, could I flop with ftrid juftice, I would — But, behold! 
the French again camie ; again they opened their gates to receive 
them } and again they were, with tenfold fury and rapacity, pil- 
laged, opprefled,, andanfulted; and at the very time I am writing 
this, the GuilV>^c is doing its office— enforcing the payment of 
the mod: exorbitant and enormous contributions, and compelling, 
it is faid, one hundred thoufar^ of the ill-fated inhabitants to take 
the field, gs foldiers of the Republic. 

Human opinion is fo chequered and uncertain, that two very 
honed: men may in certain cafes ad in dired contradidion and 
hollility to each other, with the veiybeft intentions — He, therefore, 
mud: have but a cold heart, and a contraded underdanding, who 
cannot forgive the man that ads in fuch cafes erroneoufly, when 
he ads from the exad didates of his opinion, and upon the prin- 
ciple which he has confeientioufly adopted : but when a whole 
People are feen whilking about with every gud of fortune, and 
making a new principle for every new point of convenience, we 
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muft defpife them even when they happen to ad right, and can 
fcarcely afford them fo much as pity in their calamities. The 
Auftrian Netherlands are now in that ftatej and, without prefuming 
to fay in which of their tcrgiverlations they were right, I will 
venture to pronounce that they deferve punifliment, and I believe 
they are in hands very likely to give them their due. 

To return— Oftend is a fea-port of Auftrian Flanders, and is 
fituated in the Liberty of Bruges. It was, at one time, the ftrongeft 
town in Flanders : but a double ditch and ramparts, which con- 
Irituted its ftrength, are now deftroyed j and in the place where 
the former ftood, docks, or rather bafons, extremely capacious 
and commodious, are formed, for the reception of (hipping. The 
ground about the town is very low and marfliy, and cut into a 
number of fine canals — into fomc of which, (hips of the larged 
fize may enter — and in one of which, veffcls of great burthen 
may ride, even clofe to Bruges. The harbour here is fo fortunately 
circumftanced, that it was once thought, by Engineers, entirely 
fecure from a blockade ; and its priftine ftrength can in no way be 
fo well deferibed, as by a relation of the defence it made in the 
four firft years of the feventeenth century — though, near the clofe 
of the fixteenth, it was no better than aii infignificant filhing town. 
It held out againft the Spaniards for three years, two months and 
fixteen days. Eighty thoufand men loft their lives before it, while 
fifty thoufiuid were killed or died within. It at laft furrendered, 
but on good terms ; and not for want of men or provifions, but 
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for want of ground to ftandon, which the enemy took from them, 
at an amazing lofs, ftep by Hep, till they had not room left for men 
to defend it. Three hundred thoufand cannon-balls, of thirty 
pounds weight each, were fired againfi: it j and the befieged often 
filled up the breaches made in their ramparts with heaps of dead 
bodies. 

Such, my dear boy, are tlic miracles that men, animated 
with the all-fubduing fpirit of Liberty, can perform — Liberty ! 
that immediate jewel of the foul — that firft moving principle of 
all the animal creation — which, with equal power, influences the 
bird to beat the cage with its wings, and the lion to tear the bars 
of his imprifonment-— the infant to fpring firom the tender con- 
finement of its nurfe, and the lean and flirivellcd pantaloon to 
crawl abroad, and fly the 'W’armth and repofe of his wholefome 
chamber— Liberty ! which, for centuries enthralled by artifice 
and fraud, or lulled into a flumber by the witching fpirit of Prieft- 
craft, now rifes like a giant refrefhed with wine — .in its great efforts 
for emancipation, deftroys and overturns fyftems — but, when find- 
ing no refiftance, and matured by time, will, I fincercly hope, fink 
appeafed into a generous calm, and become the bleffing, the guardian 
and proteftor of Mankind ! 

It k your good fortune, my dear children, to be born at a time 
\vhen Liberty feems to be well uirderftood in your own Country, 
and is univerfally the prevalent paffion of men. It is almoft nced- 
lefs, therefore, for me to exhort you to make it the groundwork 
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of your political morality : but Jet me remind you to guard, above 
all, againft the defpotifm of certain Tyrants, to whom many of the 
greateft advocates for Liberty are flrangely apt to fubmit — I mean, 
your paffions. Of all other Tyrants, they are the moll: fubtle, the 
moft bewitching, the moft overbearing, and, what is worfe, the 
moil cruel. Beneath the domination of other Defpots, tranquillity 
may alleviate the weight of your chains, and foften opprelBon ; 
but when once you become the Have of your palTions, your peace 
is for ever fled, and you live and die in unabating mifery. 


LETTER V. 


The pride of the Engliih is remarked all over the globe, 
even to a proverb ! But pride is a word of fuch dubious meaning, 
fo undefined in its fenfe, and ftrained to fuch various imports, that 
you flaall hear it violently execrated by one, and warmly applauded 
by another — this denouncing it as a fin of the firft magnitude, 
and that maintaining it to be the moft vigilant guardian of human 
virtue. Thofe differences in opinion arife not firom any dcfedl in 
the intelleds of either, but from each viewing the fubjedl in that 
one point in which it firft ftrikes his eye, or beft fuits his taftc, his 
feeling, or his prejudices. I have no doubt, however, but a full 
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conlideration of the fubjed: would (hew, that pride, as it Is called, 
is only good or bad as the objed from which it arifes is mean or 
magnificent, culpable or meritorious. That noble pride which 
ftimulates to extraordinary ads of generofity and magnanimity, 
J'jch as, in many inftances, has diftinguifhed, above all others, the 
Nobility of Spain, exads the homage and admiration of Mankind : 
But I fear very much’ that our Englifh pride is of another growth, 
and fmells too rankly of that overftrained commercial fpirit which 
makes the bafis of the prefent grandeur of Great Britain, but 
which, in my humble judgment, raifes only to debafe her— by 
flow, fubtle degrees, poifons the national principle, enflaves the 
once bold fpirit of the People,, detrads from their real folid felicity, 
and, by confounding the idea of national wealth with that of na- 
tional profperity, leads it in rapid ftrides to its downfall. In fliort, 
we are approaching, I fear, with daily accelerated fteps, to the 
difpofition and fordid habits of the Dutch, of whom Dodor Golp- 
sMiTH fo very pertinently and truly fpeaks, when he fays, 

£v*ii Liberty itfelf h barter’d here ’ ” 

Without leading your mind through a maze of difquilition on 
this fubjed, which might fatigue with abdrufenefs and prolixity, 
I will bring you back to the point from which the matter darted, 
and content myfelf with remarking, that the pride of theEnglid?*. 
(peaking of it as a part of the national charader, is the meaned 
all pride. The inflation of bloated, overgrown wealth, an over- 
weening 
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weening affedion for money, an idolatrous worfliip of gain, 
have aWblutely confounded the general intelled, and warped the 
judgment of the many to that excefs, that, in efUmating men or 
things, they refer always to “ what is he worth ?” or, ** what will 
it fetch ?" This fordid habit of thinking was finely hit off by a 
keen fellow, the native of a neighbouring Kingdom, who, for 
manyyeara, carried on bufinefs in London,* and failed : — Sitting 
one day in a cofFee-houfc in the City, where fome wealthy Citizens 
were difeuffing a fubjed not entirely unconneded with cafli con- 
cerns, one of them obferving him rather attentive to their co^er- 
fation, turned to him, and faid, “ What is your opinion. Sir, of 
the matter?” — “ ’s blood, Sir!” returned he, pcevUhly, “ what 
opinion can a man have in this Country, who has not a guinea in 
his pocket ?” 

Under the influence of all the various caprices infpired by this 
unhappy purfe-pride, I am forty to fay our Countrymen do, when 
they go abroad, fo play the fool, that they are univcrfally flattered 
and defpifed, pillaged and laughed at, by all perfons with whom 
they have any dealing. In France, Mi Lor Anglois is, oratfoaft 
was, to have fix times as great a profufion of every thing as any 
.otlicr perfon, and pay three hundred per cent, more for it j and 
the worft of it was, that a Mi Lor was found fo conducive to their 
intcrefi, that they would not, if they could help it, fuffer any 
Englifhman to go without a title— nay, would fometimes, with 
kindly compulfion, force him to accept of it, whether he would 
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or not : but if an EngHfliman be, above all others, tlie objed of 
impofllion in foreign countries, certainly none pillage him fo un- 
mercifully as his own Countiymen who are fettled there. In all 
the places through which 1 have travelled, I have had occahon to 
remark (and the remark has been amply verified by every Gen- 
tleman I have ever converfed with on the fubjed), that the mod 
extravagant houfes of entertainment are thofc kept by Englifh- 
men. At Oilend, as well as other places, it was fo : therefore, 
as economy, when it does not trefpafs upon the bounds of genteel 
lib^^ity, is the bed fecurity for happinefs and refped, I advifo 
you, whenever you fhaU have occafion to vifit the Continent, in 
the lird place to avoid all appearance of the purfe-proud oden- 
tation of John Bull ; and, in the next place, to avoid all Englifh 
houfes of entertainment. 

It is a lingular circumdance, and belongs, I Ihould fuppole, 
peculiarly to Odend, that the charity-children of the town are 
permitted to come on board the velTels arrived, to beg of the paf- 
fengers, one day in the week. 

Before I bid adieu to Odend, I mud remark one heavy difad- 
vantage under which it labours — the want of fredi water i all they 
ufe being brought from Bruges. In going from Odend to Bruges, 
a traveller has it in his choice to go by land, or water — If by land, 
he gets a good voiture for about ten fliillings of our money ; the 
road is about fourteen or fifteen iiules — If by water (the modi? 
which I adopted, as by far the cheapeft and the pleafanted), he 
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LE&oiSf were flopped at the gate of Bruges, and, by order of the 
^Enip6ror, fent to his army, turned into the ranks, and obliged to 
-do duty as common fol<hers.— — Here, my dear Frederick, was 
an aft, not only defpotic in itfelf, but aggravated by circumftances 
of collateral profligacy, of fuch enormous magnitude as bids de- 
fiance to all power of amplification, and leaves eloquence hopelefs 
of deferibing- it with greater force than it derives from a Ample 
-narration of the faft : on the one hand, the inroad upon the juft 
-perfonal rights of the individual; on the other, the rights of a 
Nation violated. Some men in England, judging from their own 
conftitutional fccurity, may difbelieve the faft ; but let them con- 
.fider, that the Marquis de la Fayette, an alien, taken upon 
neutral ground, is now, even now, held in illegal, unjuft thral- 
dom and perfecution — let them, I fay, remember this, and let 
their incredulity ceafe. 

^ Blefs your ftars, my dear boy, that you were born in a Country 
where fuch outrages as thefe can never be perpetrated by any, and 
will never be approved of but by a fm* 
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LETTER VI. 


In my laft, I carried you part a ferocious, impertinent 
fentinel, into the town of Bruges j and now, having got you there, 
J muft endeavour, from the loofe materials I have been able to 
colled:, to give you a (hort defcription of it. 

I had heard much of Bruges, its grandeur and its opulence ; 
you will guels my furprife then, when, on entering it, I found 
nothing but an old-fafliioned, ill-built, irregular town; the ftreets, 
in general, narrow and dirty, and mod: of the houfes ftrongly ex- 
preflive of poverty and fqualid wretchedncfs : yet this was an- 
ciently a inoft flourilliing city. Did the difference between the 
town at tliis time, and its Rate as it is reprefented of old, conlill only 
in its external appearance, we might readily account for that, in the 
great improvements made by the Moderns in the art of houfe-build- 
ing; but its prefent inferlbrity goes deeper, and is the refultof de- 
parted commerce — commerce, that fluduating will-with-a-wilp, 
that leads States in hot purfuit after it, to entrap them ultimately 
into mires and precipices, and which, when caught, ftays till it 
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extinguiflies the fpirit 6f Freedom in a Nation, refines its People 
into feeble flaves, and there leaves them to poverty and contempt. 

Perhaps there is no fubjedl that alfords an ampler field for a 
fpeculativc mind to expatiate upon, than the various, and, I may 
fay, incongruous revolutions which have chequered the progrefs 
of human fociety fi-om the firft records of Hiftory down to the 
prefent time. It is indeed a fpeculation which not only tends to 
improve the underfbuiding, by calling in experience to corre<3: 
the illufions of theory, but is highly inftruftive in a moral point 
of view, by pointing out the inftability of the very beft flxidlurcs 
of human wifdom, and teaching us how little reliance is to be 
placed upon human cafualties, or earthly contingencies. Look 
to Greece, once the fountain-head of Arts, Eloquence, and 
Learning, and the mother of Freedom — her Poets, her Legi- 

I 

flators, her Soldiers, and her Patriots, even to this day confidered 
the brigheft examples of earthly glory ! — fee her now funk in 
flavery, ignorance, floth, and imbecillity, below any petty Nation 
of Europe. Look to Rome— in her turn, the queen of Arms 
and Arts, the land of Liberty, the nurfe of Heroes — the ftage 
on which inflexible Patriots, accomplilhed Philofophers, and a free 
People, aded for centuries a drama that dievated Manalmofl; above 
his nature ! — fee her now reduced to the laft flage of contempti- 
bility— even below it, to ridicule and laughter— ^fwayed by the 
moil contemptible impolbre, and funk into the moil defpicable 
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Ciiflavcmcnt, both of perfon and opinion — the offices of her glo- 
rious Senate performed by a kind of hcteroclite being, an herma- 
phroditical impoftor, who, deducing his right from the very dregs 
and offscourings of fuperfrition and fanaticifin, and aided by a fet 
of difciplcs worthy of fuch a mailer, rules the People, not with the 
terrors of the Tarpeian rock, nor yet with that which to a Roman 
bofom was more terrible, baniihment — but with the horrors of 
eternal dattmation ! — fee her valiant, vigorous Soldiery converted 
into a band of feeble fidlers and muiic -mailers, and the clangor 
of her arms into ihrill concerts of fqueaking callratoes j thofe places 
where her Cicero poured forth eloquence divine, and pointed 
out the paths that led to true morality — where her Brutus and 
her Cato marlhalled the forces of Freedom, and railed the arm 
of Jullice againll Tyrants, over-run by a knavifli holl of ignorant, 
beggarly, bald-pated Friars, vomiting, to a crowd of gaping bigots, 
torrents of fonatical bomball, of miracles never performed, of 
Gods made of wood or copper, and of Saints, that, like them- 
fclves, lived by impollure and deception ! — fee her triumphs and 
military trophies changed into proceffions of Priells finging pfalms 
round wafers and wooden crucifixes j and that code of Philofophy 
and Religion, which operated fo effedlually upon the morals of 
her People that there was none among them found fo defperate 
cr fo bafe as to break an oath, exchanged for the Roman Ca- 
tholic branch of the Chrillian Fmth — for difpenfations for incell, 
indulgences for murder, fines for fornication, and an exclufive 
. patent 
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patent for adultery in their priefthood. Then look to England ! 
— fee her, who once ftooped beneath the yoke of Rome, whofe 
Chief, Caractacus, was carried there in chains to grace his 
conquerous triumphs, while herfelf was made the meaneft of the 
Roman Provinces, now holding the balance of the world, the 
unrivalled miftrefs of Arms, Arts, Commerce— every thing. 

It was in this irrefiftiblc mutation of things, that Bruges funk 
from the high flate of a moft flourifhing city, where there arc 
ftill (unlefs the French have deftroyed them) to be feen the re- 
mains of feventeen palaces, anciently the rcfidences of Confuls 
of different Nations, each of which had diftindt houfes, magnifi- 
cently built and furnilhed, with warchoufes for their merchan- 
difes : and fuch was the power and wealth of the Citizens in thofe 
days, that it is an indubitable fadt, they kept their Sovereign, the 
Archduke Maximilian, prifoner, affronted his fervants, and 
abufed his officers ; nor would they releafe him until he took an 
oath to preferve inviolate the laws of the State. Even fo late as 
the time I was there, Bruges had fome trade — indeed as good a 
foreign trade as moll cities in Flanders. The people feemed 
cheerful and happy, and the markets were tolerably fupplied. 

Several fine canals run in a variety of diredlions from Bruges ; 
by one of them, boats can go, in the courfe of a fummer’s day, to 
Oflend, Nieuport, Fumes, and Dunkirk ; and veilels of four 
hundred tuns can float in the bafon of this town. Another canal 
leads to Ghent, another to Damme, and another to Sluys. The 
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water of thofc canals is ftagnant, without the leaft motion j yet 
they can, in half an hour, be all emptied, and firefti water brought 
in, by means of their well- contrived Unices. This water, how- 
ever, is never ufed for drinking, or even for culinary purpofes j 
a better fort being conveyed through the town by pipes from 
the two rivers Lys and Scheldt, as in London j for which, as there, 
every houfe pays a certain tax. 

Although the trade of this city has, like that of all the Low 
Countries, been gradually declining, and daily fucked into the 
vortices of Britifli and Dutch commerce, there were, till the 
French entered it, many rich Merchants there, who met every 
day at noon in the great market-place, to communicate and 
tranfad bufmefs, which was chiefly done in the Flemifli lan- 
guage, hardly any one in it fpeaking French j a circumftance 
that by this time is much altered — for they have been already 
made, if not to fpeak French, at leaft: to ling Ca-ira, and dance 
to the tune of it too, to fome purpofe. 

The once-famed grandeur of this city conlifted chiefly, like 
that of all grand places in the dark periods of Popery, of the gloomy 
piles, the oftentatious frippery and unwieldly malTcs of wealth, 
accumulated by a long feries of Monkilh impofture — of Gothic 
ftruftures, of enormous fize and fable afpedt, filled with dreary 
cells, calculated to ftrike the fouls of the ignorant and enthufiaftic 
with holy horror, to Infpire awe of the places, and veneration for 
the perfons who dared to inhabit them, and, by enfeebling the 
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rcafon with the mixed operations of horror, wonder and rever- 
ence, to fit the credulous for the reception of every impofition, 
however grofs in conception, or bungled in execution. Thofe 
arc the things which conftituted the greatnefs and fplendor of the 
cities of Ancient Chriftendom ; to thofe has the fturdieft human 
vigour and intelleO: been forced to bend the knees : they vverv- 
built to endure the outrages of timci and wdi ftand, I atn 
long, long after their power fliall have been annihilated. 

What a powerfiil engine has fiiperhition been, n ihe cunning 
management of Priefts ! How lamentabh; ii is to think, that not 
only all who believed, but all who had good fenfe enough not to 
believe, ihould, for fo many centuries, have been kept in prollrate 
fubmiffion to the will and dominion of an old man in Rome ! — My 
blulhes for the folly and fupineuefs of. Mankind, however, arc lofl 
in a warm glow of tranfport at the prefent irradiation of tiie human 
mind ; and though I can fcarcely think with paiiencc of tliat glo- 
rious, Godlike being, Henry the Second of England, being obliged 
by the Pope to lafh himfelf naked at the tomb of that fancy, wicked 
Prieft, Thomas a Becket, I felicitate myfeif with the reflection, 
that the Pope is now the moft contemptible Sovereign in Europe, 
and that the Papal authority, which was once the terror and the 
fcourge of the earth, is now not only not recognifeu, but fcldom 
thought of, and, when thought of, only ferves to excite laughter 
or difguft. 
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LETTER Vir. 


The town of Bruges, although the ftreets be, as I have 
already deiciibcd the*n, fo mean, narrow, dirty and irregular in 
general, contains, nevcrtlielefs, fome fewftreets that are tolerable, 
and a few fquares alfo that are far from contemptible. — I Ihould 
think it, neverthelefs, not worth another letter of defeription, 
were it not thi. t;ie Churches, and Churrh-curiofities, demand our 
attention ; for you will obferve, that in all rich Popifli Countries, 
every Church is a holy toy-fliop, or rather a mufeum, where pic- 
tures, ilatues. gold cups, lilver candlefticks, diamond crucifixes, 
and gods, of various forts and dimenfions, are hoarded up, in ho- 
nour of the Supreme Being. This city having been for centuries 
the See of a Bilhop, w'ho is Suffragan to the Archbifhop of Mech- 
lin, and at the fame time IIci editary Chancellor of Flanders, it 
is not to be wondered at, if ccclcriafri(.al inviulfry fljould have 
amafled fome of thofe little trinkets which conlUtute the chief or 
only value of their Church. The mitre of this place conveys to 
the head that wears it a diorefe containing fix cities, from the 
names of whicli you will be able to form iome fiuail judgment of 
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the opulence of one poor fon of abftinencc and mortification. — 
Thofe cities are, in the firft place, Bruges itfelf, then Ofiend, 
Sluys, Damme, Middlcburgh in Flanders, and Oudeuberch — not 
to mention one hundred and thirty-three boroughs and villages; 
and if you could compute the number of inferior Clergy with 
which the ftreets and highways are filled, you would be thundcr- 
ftruck. There, and in all thofe Popifli Countries, they may be 
feen, with grotefque habits and bald pates, buzzing up and down 
like bees, in fwarms, (a precious hive !) — and, with the mod: vehe- 
ment proteftations of voluntary poverty in their mouths, and eyes 
uplifted to Heaven, feramblirig for the good things of the earth 
with the eagernefs of a pack of hounds, and the rapacity of a whole 
roll of lawyers ! With loaded thighs (I might fay, loaded arms too, 
for they have large pockets even in their fleeves, for the conceal- 
ment of moveables), they return to the great hive, where, con- 
trary to the law of bees, the drone lives in idle date, and he 
plunders them: contrary, too, to the habits of thofe ufcful infefts, 
they banidi the queen-bee, and differ no female to approach their 
cells, but keep them in contiguous hives, where, under cover of 
the night, they vifit them, and fulfil in private that which they 
deny in public — the great command of Providence. 

The fird building in nominal rank, though by no means the 
firft in value, is the great Cathedral, which has at lead bulk, an- 
tiquity and gloominefs enough to recommend it to the Faithful. It 
is by no means unfurnifhed within, though not in fo remarkable a 
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manner as to induce me to fill a Letter with it. In a word, k 
is an old Popifli Cathedral, and cannot be fuppofed wanting in 
wealth : at the time I write, it has been Handing no lefs a time 
than nine hundred and twenty-nine years, having been built in 
the year 865. 

The next that occurs to me, as worthy of notice, is the Church 
of Notre Dame, or that dedicated to our Lady the Virgin Mary, 
This is really a beautiful ftrudlure of the kind — indeed magni- 
ficent. Its fteeple is beyond conception ftupendous, being To very 
high as to be feen at fea off Oftend, although it is not elevated 
in the fmalleft degree by any rife in the ground j for, fo very flat 
is the whole intermediate country, that I believe it would puzzle 
a fkilful leveller to find two feet elevation from high-water-mark 
at Oilend up to this city. The contents of this Church are cor- 
refpondent to its external appearance — being enriched and beauti- 
fied with a vafl variety of facerdotal trinkets, and fine tombs and 
monuments. As to the former, the veflments of that fame 
Thomas a Bkcket whom I mentioned in my lall, make a part 
of the curiofities depofited in this Church : this furious and in- 
flexible impoftor was Archbifhop of Canterbury ; and his flrugglcs 
to enflave both the King and People of England, and make them 
tributary to the Pope, have canonized him, and obtained the very 
honourable depot I mention for his veflments. To do juflice, 
however, to the fpirit and fligacity of the Holy Fathers who have 
fb long taken the pains to preferve them, it muft be commemo- 

E '■I rated. 



{ 36 ) 

fated, that they are, or at Icaft were fet with diamonds, and other 
precious ftones ! Probably, among the many Priefts who have, in 
fc many centuries, had the cuftody of thofe divine relics, fome 
one, more fagacious than the reft, might conceive, that, to lie in 
a Church, and be feen by the all-believing eyes of the Faithful, 
a little coloured glafs was juft as good as any precious ftone, and 
wifely have converted the originals to fome better purpofe. If fo, 
it will he fome confolation to Holy Mother Church to refleft, that 
fhc has bilked the Sam-culottes^ who certainly have got polTeflion 
of Saint Thomas a Becket’s facerdotal petticoats j and, if they 
have been found enough to ftand the cutting, have, by this time, 
converted them into comfortable campaigning breeches. O mon- 
ftrous ! wicked ! abominable ! — that the Royal Mary, lifter to 
the great Emperor Charles the Fifth, Ihould, fo long ago as the 
Reformation, have bought at an immenfe price, and depolited in 
the treafury of the Church of our Lady the blelTed Virgin Mary, 
the veftments of a Saint, only to make breeches, in the year 1 794, 
for a French foldier ! The time has been, that tlic bare fuggeftion 
of fuch facrilege would have turned the brain of half the people 
of Chriftendom : but thofe things are now better managed. 

Of the tombs in this Church, I lhall only mention two, as 
diftinguifhed from the reft by their coftlinefs, magnificence and 
antiquity. They are made of copper, well guilt. One of them 
is the tomb of Mary, heirefs to the Ducal Houfe of Burgundy ; 
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and the other, that of Charles (commonly called the IIardy\ 
Duke of Burgundy, her father. 

In Bruges there were four great Abbeys, and an amazing 
number of Convents and Nunneries. The buildings, I prefume,, 
yet ftand ; but there is little doubt that their contents, of every 
kind, have been, before this, put in requijition, and each part of 
them, of courfe, applied to its natural ufe. 

The Church once belonging to the Jefuits, is built in a noble 
ftyle of architefture : and that of the Dominicans has not only its 
external merits, but its internal value ; for, befides the ufual fuper- 
abundance of rich chalices, &c. it poflclTes fome very great cu- 
riofities — 

As, firft, a very curious, highly wrought pulpit — beautiful 
in itfelf, but remarkable for the top being fupported by wood, cut 
out, in the moft natural, deceptive manner, in the form of ropes, 
and which beguile the fpeftator the more into a belief of its 
reality, becaufe it anfwers the purpofes of ropes. 

Secondly, a picture — and fo extraordinary a piAure ! Before I 
defcribe it, I mull apprife you that your faith mull be almoll as 
great as that of a Spanilh Chrillian to believe me — to believe 
that the human intelleft ever funk fo low as, in the firll inllance, 
to conceive, and, in the next, to harbour and admire, fucli a 
piece. But I miHake — it has its merit j it is a curiolity — the 
Demon of Satire himfelf could not wilh for a greater. 
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This pifture, then, is the reprefentation of a Marriage! — 
but of whom? why, truly, of Jesus Christ with Saint Ca- 
tharine of Sienna. Obferve the congruity — Saint Catha- 
rine of Sienna lived many centuries after the tranflation of Jesus 
Christ to Heaven, where he is to fit, you know, till he comes 
to judge the quick and the dead!— But who marries them? In 
truth. Saint Dominic, the patron of this Church! The Virgin 
Mary joins their hands — that is not amifs— -But, to crown the 
whole. King David himfelf, who died fo long before Chris r 
was born, plays the harp at the wedding ! 

My dear Frederick, I {hall take it as no fmall inftance of 
your dutiful opinion of me to believe, that fuch a pifture exilled, 
and made part of the holy paraphernalia of a Temple confecrated 
to the worlhip of the Divinity: but I alTurc you it is a fad; and 
as I have never given you rcafon to fufped my veracity, I exped 
you to believe me in this inftance, improbable though it feems : 
for fuch a farrago of abfurditics, fuch a jumble of incongruities, 
impoflibilities, bulls and anachronifms, never yet were com- 
preffed, by the human imagination, into the fame narrow compafs. 

I protrad this Letter beyond my ufual length, on purpofe to 
conclude my account of Bruges, and get once more upon the road. 

The Monaflery of the Carthufians, another Order of Friars, 
is of amazing lize, covering an extent of ground not much lefs 
than a mile in circum'erence. Tlie Carmelites, another Order, 
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have a Church here, in which there is raifed a beautiful monu- 
ment^ to the memory of Henry Jermyn, Lord Dover, a Peer 
of England — But the Monaftery called the Dunes, a fed of the 
Order of Saint Barnard, is by far the nobleft in the whole city : 
the cloifters and gardens are capacious and handfome ; the apartment 
of the Abbot is magnificent and llately, and thofe of the Monks 
themfelves unufually neat. Thofe poor mortified penitents, fe- 
cluded from the pomps, the vanities and enjoyments of life, and 
their thoughts, no doubt, refting alone on hereafter, keep, never- 
thelefs, a fumptuous table, fpread with every luxury of tlie 
feafon — have their country-feats, where they go a-hunting, or 
to refrefh themfelves, and adually keep their own coaches. 

Among the Nunneries there are two Englifh : one of Au- 
gufiinian Nuns, who are all ladies of quality, and who entertain 
firangers at the grate with fweetmeats and wine ; the othei-, 
called the Pelicans, is of a very ftrid Order, and wear a coarfe 
drefs. 

To conclude — In the Chapel of Saint Basil is faid to be 
kept, in perfed prefervation, the blood which Joseph of Are- 
methea wiped off with a fponge from the dead body of Christ. 
Finis coronat opus. 

I fancy you have, by this time, had as much of miracles as 
you can well digeft : I therefore leave you to refled upon them,, 
and improve. 
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LETTER Vin. 


As I was going to the berque, at Bruges, to take my 
departure for Ghent, the next town in my route, I was furprifed 
to fee a number of officious, buly, poor fellows, crowding round 
my effeds, and feizing them — fome my trunk, fome my port- 
manteau, &c. I believe two or three to each : but my aftoniffiment 
partly fubfided when I was told that they were porters, who plied 
on the canal, and about the city, for fubliftence, and only came to 
have the honour of carrying my baggage down to the veflel. Noting 
their eagernefs, I could not help fmiling. I know there are thofe, 
and I have heard of fuch, who would bluffer at them : but my mirth 
at the bufUing importance which the poor fellows affeded, foon 
funk into ferious concern j I faid within myfelf, Alas, how hard 
muff be your lot indeed!” and my imagination was in an inflant 
back again in London, where a porter often makes you pay for 
a job, not in money .only, but in patience alfo, and where the 
furlinefs of independence fcowls upon his brow as he docs your 
work. Eveiy one of my men demanded a remuneration for his 
labour : one man could have ealily done the work of five — 

but 
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but I refolved not to fend them away dUcontented: he is but a 
fordid churl that would ; and I paid them to their full fatisfaftion. 
Here, my dear Frederick, let me offer you (iince it occurs) my 
parental advice on this point — from the praftice of which you 
will gain more fblid felicity than you can poflibly be aware of 
now: never weigh fcrupuloufly the value of the work of the 
Poor; rather exceed than fall fhort of rewarding it; it is a very, 
very fmall thing, that will put them in good humour with you 
and with themfclves, and relax the hard furrows of labour into 
the foft fmilc of gratitude— a fmilc which, toaheai t of fenfibility 
fuch as your’s, will, of itfelf, ten-thoufan d-fold repay you, even 
though the frequent praftice of it fhould alM'idge you of a few of 
thofe things called pictures, or detrad a little from the weight of 
your purfe. 

Being again fcated in my herque, I fet off for Ghent, a city 
lying at a diftance of twenty-four miles from Bruges. I muft 
here remark to you, that the company one meets in thofe vefleh 
is not always of the firft rank j it is generally of a mixed, motley 
kind: but to a ijian who carries along with him, through Iiis 
travels, a love for his fellow-creatures, ahd a defire to fee nieny 
and their- cuftoms and manners, it is both pleafant and eligible — 
at leaft I thought it fo, and enjoyed it. There were thofe amoiigft 
us who fjx)ke rather loftily on that fubjedt: I faid nothing; 
but it brought to my mind a refledlion I have often had occaiion 
to concur in, viz. that a feftidious ufurpation of dignity (happily 
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denominated Jiatelinefs) is the never-failing mark of an upftart or 
a blockhead. The man of true dignity, felf-ere6t and ftrong, 
needs not have recou'rfe, for fupport, to the comparative wretch- 
ednefs of his fellow-creature, or plume himfelf upon fpurious fu- 
periority. You will undcrftand me, however ! When I fay, “ the 
man of true dignity," I am far, very far, from meaning a lord, a 
fquire, a banker, or a general officer — I mean a man of intrinfic 
worth — homo emundse naris— one who, in every ftation into 
which chance may throw him, feels firm in the confcioufnefs of 
right — who can fee and cherifti merit, though enveloped and con- 
cealed behind a lhabby fuit of clothes— and who fcorns the blown- 
up fool of fortune, that, without fenfe or fcntiment, without virtue, 
wifdom or courage, prefumes to call himfplf great, merely becaufe 
he poflelTes a few acres of earth which he had neither the induftry 
nor merit to earn, or becaufe his great-great-great-grandfather 
purchafed a title by perfidy to his Country, the plunder of his fel- 
low-citizens, or the (laughter of mankind.. 

Although the face of that part of the Country through which we 
are now paffing, like that of the preceding flage fi'om Offend to 
Bruges, wants diverfity, it has its charms, and would be particu- 
larly delightful in the eye of, an Englifh farmer } for it is covered 
with the thickeft verdure on each fide of the canal, and the banks 
are decorated all along by rows of ftately trees, while the fields 
in the back ground are cultivated to the higheft degree of per- 
fedtion, and bear the afpc<ft of producing the moft abundant harveft. 

You 
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You will be able to form a judgment of the trifling expence 
of travelling in this Country, from my expences in this flage of 
twenty-four miles. I had an excellent dinner for about fifteen 
pence of our money j my paflage coft me but fixteeh more, amount- 
ing in all to two fhillings and feved pence : compare that with 
travelling in England, where one cannot rife up from an indifferent 
dinner, in an Inn, under five fhillings at the leaft, and you muft 
be aftonifhed at the difproportion. 

Ghent is the capital of Flanders, and is to be reckoned 
among the largcft cities of Europe, as it covers a fpace of ground 
of not lefs than feven miles in circumference; but there is not 

above one half of that occupied with buildings, the greater part 

* 

being thrown into fields, gardens, orchards, and pleafure -grounds. 

Situated on four navigable rivers, and interfedled into no fewer 

than twenty-fix iflands by a number of canals, which afford an 

cafy, cheap and expeditious carriage for weighty mcrchandiic, 

it may be confidered, in point of local advantages for commerce, 

fuperior to moft cities in Europe ; while thofc iflands are again 

united by about a hundred bridges, fome great and fpme fmall, 

which contribute much to the beauty of the city. 

To a man accuflromed to mould his thoughts by what he fees 

in Great Britain, the flrong fortifications that furround almoft all 

towns on the Continent convey the mofl: difagiecable fenfations— - 

* 

reminding him of the firft mifery of Mankind, War ! — denoting, 
alas ! too truly, the difpofition of Man to violate the rights of his 
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feUow-cres«aafesi» and ttianifefting the tyrannous abulh of power. 
On me, though trained and accuftoired to military habits, this 
** dreadful note of preparation” had an unplealitig effect j 
though bom, bred and habituate to the life of the Soldier, I fihd 
the feelings of the Citacn and the Man claim a paramount right to 
my heart. 

Ghent was once extremely weU fortified, and calculated, by 
nature as well as by art, to repel encroachment. It had a very 
ferong caftle, walls and ditches ; and now, though not otherwife 
Arong, the country may, by (hutting up the fluices, be, for above 
a mile round, laid in a very (hort time under water. It was for- 
merly fo populous and powerful, that it declared war more than 
once againil its Sovereign, andraifed amazing armies. In the year 
1587, it fuffered dreadfully from all the ravages of famine, under 
which a number not lefs than three thoufand of its inhabitants 
perifhed in one week. 

This town is diftinguiihed by the nativity of two celebrated 
charadters : one was the famous John of Gaunt, fon of King Ed- 
ward the Third of Engknd ; the other, the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth, who was born there in the year 1500. 

It was in this city that the Confederation of ftie States, well 
known under the title of the Pacifreation of Ghent, which united 
the Provinces in the moft lafting union of intereft and laws, was 
held: this union was chiefly owing to the vigorous, unre- 
mitted efforts of William the Firft, Prince of Orange, to 

whofe 
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wfaofe valour and virtue may be attributed the independence of the 

41! 

Umi»d Statics. 

la this city there were compated to be fifty companies of 
Tradcfmen, among whom were manu&idlured a vwicty of very 
curious and rich cloths, ftuffs, and filks : it certain, that the 
woollen manufadhire flourilhed here before it had made the fmalleft 
progrefs in England, whofe wool they then bought. There was 
ahb a good branch of linen manufiidture here, and a pretty brilk 
corn trader for which it was locally well calculated. You will 
obferve, once for all, that in fpeaking of this Country, I generally 
ufc the paft tenfe ; for, at prefent, they are utterly undone, 

Ghent was the See of a Bifliop, who* like the Bilhopof Bruges, 
was Suffragan to the Archbifliop of JMcchlin.! Thus* in moft 
Chriftian Countries, are the intelle(fts, the confeiences, and the 
cafh too, of the People, ffiut up and hid from the light, by Priefl: 
within Dean, and Dean within Bifliop — like a ring in the hand of 
a conjurer, box within box— till at laft they are enveloped in the 
great receptacle of all deception, the capacious pocket of the Arch- 
bifliop. Let not fceptcred Tyrants* their legions, their fcaffblds, 
and their fwords, bear all the infamy of the flavery of Mankind ! 
Opinion, opinion, under the management of fraud and impofture, 
is the engine that forges their fetters 1 ! — Jansenius, fromwdiom 
the Janfenifrs took their name, was the firft Bifliop of this place } 
and the late Bifliop, I think, may be reckoned the laft. 


The 
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The Municipal Government of this city is correft, and well 
calculated to fecure intern^ peace and order. The chief magi- 
ftrate is the High BailifFj fubordinate to whom arc Burgomaftcrs, 
Echivins, and Counfellors. 

Ghent is not deficient in ftatcly edifices j and, true to their 
fyftcm, the Holy Fathers of the Church have their Ihare, which, 
in old Popilh Countries, is at lead: nineteen twentieths. In the 
middle of the town is a high tower, called Belfort tower •, from 
whence there is a delightful profpeft over the whole city and its 
environs. Monafteries and Churches, there, arc without number ; 
befides hofpitals and m^ket-places : that called Friday’s market, 
is the largeft of all, and is adcM-ned with a fiatue of Charles 
the Fifth, in his imperial robes. The Stadthoufe is a magnifi- 
cent ftru(3ure — So is the Cathedral, under which the Reverend 
Fathers have built a fubtcrraneous Church. What deeds are thofe 
which fliun the light ! y^hy thofe Holy Patriarchs have fuch a de- 
fire for burying themfclves, and working like moles under ground, 
they themfclves beft know, and 1 think it is not difficult for others 
to conjedurc. 

This Cathedral, however, is well worth attention, on account 
of fbme capital piilures it contains. , The marble of the Church 
is remarkably fine, and the altar-piece fplendid beyond all poffi- 
ble defeription j aqd, indeed, in all the others, there are paintings, 
eminent for their own eJccelleiite, and for die celebrity of the 
mailers who painted them. - 


In 
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In the Monaftery of St. Pierre, there is a grand library, filled 
with books in all languages j but it is chiefly remarkable for the 
fupcrlativc beauty of its ceiling, one half of which was painted by 
Rubens. 

Thus you may perceive, my dear Frederick, the charity of 
the Clergy ! — how, in pure pity for the fins of Mankind, and in 
paternal care of their fouls, they exa£t from the Laity fome atone- 
ment for their crimes, and conflxain them at leafl: to repent — and, 
with unparalleled magnanimity, take upon thcmfelves the vices, 
the gluttony, the avarice, and the fenfuality, of which they are 
fo careful to purge their fellow-creatures ! 


LETTER IX. 


- Having given you a general outline of the city of 
Ghent, I fliall now proceed to give you an account of one of the 
moil excellent, and certainly the moil interefting, of all the cu- 
riofities in that place. It is indeed of a fort fo immediately cor- 
refpondent to the moil exalted fe^tions of humanity, and fo 
perfcdly in unifon with the moil exquifitely fenfible chords of the 
feeling heart, that I refolvcd to refcue it from the common lumber 
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of the plaee> aad give it lo you in a frefli LettO'* tvhen the ideas 
excited hy my former might have faded away, and left your mind 
more cle^f for the reception of fuch refined impreflions. 

On one the many bridges in Ghent ftand two large brazen 
images of a ftthcr and, fon, who obtained this diftinguiflied mark 
of the admir^n of their fellow-citizens by the following in- 
cidents; , , 

Both the father and the fim were, for fame oftence agaiuft 
the State, condemned to die. Some jftvourabk circumftances 
appearing on the fide of the fon, he was granted a remiffion of his 
fhare of the fentence, upon certain provifions— r-in fliort, he was 
offered a pardon, on the moft cruel and barbarous condition that 
ever entered into the mind of even Monkifh barbarity, namely, 
that he would become the executioner of his fiither ! He It firft 
refolutely rcfiifed to preferve his life by means fo fatal and deteft- 
able : TJhis is not to be wondered at ; for I hope, for the honour 
of our nature, tfigt there are but few, very few fons, who would 
not have fpurned, with abhorrence, life fuftained on conditions fo 
horiid, fo unnatural. The -fon, though long inflexible, was at 
length overcome by the tears and entreaties of a fond father, who 
reprefented tohim,'that, at all events, his (the father’s) life was 
forfeited, and that it would, he the greateft pofiibk confoktion to 
him* at his laid moments, m thinlt* that In his death he was the 
inftrument of his fon’s prelervation. The youth confented to* adopt 
the horrible means of recovering his life aiid liberty : be lifmd the 
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axej but, as it was about to fall, his arm fiink nervelefs, and the 
axe dropped from his hand ! Had he as many lives as hairs, he 
would have yielded them all, one after the other, rather than 
again even conceive, much lefs perpetrate, fuch an ad. Life, 
liberty, every thing, vanifhed before the dearer interefts of filial 
affedion: he fell upon his father’s neck, and, embracing him, 
triumphantly exclaimed, My father, my father ! wc will die to- 
gether!” and then called for another executioner to fulfil the 
fentence of the law. 

flard muft be their hearts indeed, bereft of every fentiment of 
virtue, every fenfation of humanity, who could ftand infenfiblc 
fpedators of fuch afeene — A fudden peal of involuntary applaufes, 
mixed with groans and fighs, rent the air. The execution wa^. 
fufpended; and on a fimple reprefentation of the tranfadion, both 
were pardoned: high rewards and honours were conferred on 
the fon; and finally, thofe two admirable brazen images were 
raifed, to commemorate a tranfadion fo hontJUrable to human 
nature, and tranfinit it for the inllrudion and emulation of pofte- 
rity. The ftatue reprefents the fon in the very ad of lettifig 
fall the axe. 

Lay this to your mind, my dear Frederick; talk ove: 
it to your brother j indulge all the charming fympathetic fenfa- 
tions it communicates: never let a m^aken fhamc, or a folfc idea 
(which fome endeavour to imprefs) that it is unmanly to melt 
at the tale of woe, and fympathize with our fcllow-crcatures, 
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flop the current of your fenfibility — no ! Be aflured, that, on the 
contrary, it is the true criterion of manhood and valour to feel ; 
and that the more fympaithetic and fenfible the heart is, the 
more nearly it is allied to the Divinity. 

I am now on the point of conducing you out of Auftrian Flan- 
ders — One town only, and that comparatively a fmall one, lying 
between Us and Brabant: the name of this town is Aloft, or, as 
the Flemings fpell it, Aelft. 

From Ghent to Bruftels (the next great ftage in my way), 
I found, to my regret, that there was no conveyance by water : 
I therefore was obliged to go in a voiture, and ftopt at Aloft, as an 
intermediate ftage j and mathematically intermediate it is — for it 
lies at equal diftance from Ghent and Bruftels, being exadly fifteen 
miles from each. 

This is a fmall, but exceeding neat town, fituated on the river 
Dender ; and being a remarkably great thoroughfrre, accommoda- 
tions of every kind are tolerably good in it. It would be idle to 
fuppofe, that Catholic zeal had left fo many fouls unproteded and 
undifeiplined, where there were fo many bodies capable of drudgery 
to pay for it. In truth, there has been as ample provifion made 
for the town of Aloft in the way of facerdotal bufinefs, as for 
any other town in the Netherlands — regard being had to its 
bulk i for there were fevcral Convents of Friars, and of courfe 
frveral of Nuns : befidcs, there was a Jefuit’s College of fome 

note.. 



note. How they all fere by this time, It is difEcult for me to de- 
termine. 

The Church of Saint Martin could boaft of fome excellent 
piAures, particularly a moft capital piece^ ** La Pefie^' by 
Rubens. 

In a Convent inhabifod by a fct of Monks, denominated Gu- 
lielmite, I faw the tomb of Thierry Martin, who firft 
brought the art of Printing from Germany ^o that place. His 
name and fame are tranfmitted to us by an epitaph upon his tomb, 
written by his friend, the ingenious Erasmus, 

This tomb of Thierry Martin ftands a monument, not 
only of his merit, but of the fliort-lightednefs and folly even of 
Monks. Alas, filly men ! they little knew, that when they granted 
Thierry Martin the honours of the Convent, they were har- 
bouring, in their hallowed ground, one of their greatefi: enemies, 
.and commemorating the man who was contributing to the over- 
throw of their facrcd Order : for the art of Printing, wherever it 
reached, illuminated the human mind, and firft kindled up that 
light, before which Priefrcraft, and all its pious impoftures, like 
evil fpedtres, have vanifhed. To the art of Printing is human fo- 
ciety indebted for many of the advantages which it poflelTes be- 
yond the brute or favage tribes — for the perfection of arts, the 
extenfion of fcience, the general enlargement of the mind, and, 
above all, for the emancipation of perfon and property from the 
fhackles of defpotifm, and of the human intellect from the fet- 
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tcrs of &lin4Re& and ignor^jce with which facerdotal fraud had 
chained it for centuries to the earth. 

The territory this City is of pretty large extent, and is called 
a County, having, in ancient times, had Counts of its own ; and 
the whole of it is extremely fruitful in pafture, corn, hops, flax, 
and moft other procbiftions of thofe climes. 

I made but a v«y Ihort fray at Aloft, when I proceeded on to 
BrulTels j and, having thus brought you through that part of the 
NctherlMids called Auftriau Flanders, I think I ought to give you 
a general account of the Country at large, as I have hitherto 
confined myfelf merely to the cities and towns of it but as this 
Letter is already of a length that will not allow of any great addi- 
^n, 1 ftiall poftpone my intended defeription to my next. 


LETTER X. 


Mankind to be guided by moderation, reafon, 
and juftice — ^werc there no lull for territory in particular States — 
no ambition or defire in Kings for an undue enlargement of their 
power — no unjuftifiaMe infradions attempted by one State or Po- 
tentate upon the peace and pofleftion of another— no Armies to 
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carry defoktion and plunder through the world, nor Church- 
men more mild, but not more moderate, to drain them with 
their fubtle deceptions — were the hulbandman, the fiiherman, 
the manufadturer, and the labourer, permitted to make, by their 
induHry, the bed: ufe of the foil on which chance or nature had 
planted them, and to lift the fruits of their labour to their own 
lips, — no people were more happy than tlie inhabitants of Au- 
ftrian Flanders. 

This Country is bounded, to the North, by the Scheldt j to the 
North-weft, by the Northern Sea ; to the South, and South-weft,, 
by Artois, one of the fineft Provinces of France j and to tlie Eaft, 
by Brabant. Its greateft length is feventy-five nailes j and its 
greateft breadth, fifty-five. The air is good j but it is kid to be 
better in proportion as it recedes from the fca. The Winters are 
fometimes long and fevere, and the Summers fometimes wet and 
fultry j yet, in general, the climate is agreeable. The foil is in 
moft parts fertile, and in fome to a degree equal to that of any part 
of Europe. It is chiefly famous for its pafturage j in confequence 
of which, great numbers of black cattle, horfes and Iheep, are 
bred in it, and immenfe quantities of butter and cheefe made. 
It is, befides, abundantly produ<ftivc of- all forts of culinary vege- 
tables— fruit in great quantities — corn and flax, which kft is 
not only raifed in great plenty, but is celebrated for the finenefs 
and ftrength of its ftaple. It is true, that in fome parts they have 
not corn fufficient for the inhabitants j but this is well recompenfed 
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by other produdtions, with the redundance of which they purcliafe 
the fuperfluous grain of their neighbours — for, where the inha- 
bitants do follow .tillage, the produce is ^unequalled, and the fuper- 
fluity muft of courfe be great. 

The fuperior fecundity of the Iheep of this Country is very 
remarkable, and difficult, perhaps, to be accounted for — a ewe 
here bringing forth conftantly three lambs at a birth, fometimes 
four, fometimes five, and fome have been known to produce as 
many as fix and feven — no fmall inftance of the prodigality of 
Nature in providing for this fpot. 

At fome diftance from the fea-coaft, the face of the Country 
is decorated with a profufion of wood, fitted either for timber or 
for fuel ; and towards the coaft, where Nature has been rather 
niggard of that blcffing, the inhabitants fubllitute, in its ftead, for 
fuel, a kind of turf, which they find at the depth of four or five 
feet from the furface of the earth, and which makes a fire, not 
only cheerful, pleafant and hot, but remarkably wholefome, being 
free from the dsllrudlive fulphurcous and bituminous vapour at- 
tendant upon coal. 

Perhaps no part of the world is better fupplied than this Pro- 
vince with all forts of fifli, as well thofe of fea as fi-efli water : 
fowl and venifon were extremely plenty and reafonable ; and a great 
deal of excellent beer was brewed in it. It is wafhed by feveral 
rivers, four of which arc noble ftreams, namely, the Scheldt, the 
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Lys, the Scarpe, and the Deader; and there are feveral canals^ 
the chief of which is that between Bruges and Ghent. 

Thus, in whatever way it be confidcred, Nature fcems to have 
made ample provifion for the happinefs of the People : how far 
they are fo, you lliall hear when I come to give a general view of 
the Netherlands — that which is applicable to Auftrian Flanders 
being equally fo to all the other parts of the Netherlands, except- 
ing thofe under the dominion of the Republic of the United States. 

The States of this Country, according to the Conftitution it 
once poflefled, confifts of the Clergy, the Nobility, and the Com- 
moners. The clergy were the Bifhops and Abbots : the Nobility 
was compofed of certain families holding hereditary Offices or Ba- 
ronies, to which that privilege was annexed ; and the Commoners 
were made up of the Burgomafters, Penfioners and Deputies of the 
Cities and Diflrifts. But the only religion profefTed or tolerated 
in this Country, was the Roman Catholic. 

Of the People of Auftrian Flanders, a celebrated Author gives 
the following account, which I tranfcribe for your ufe, the rather 
as my ftay there was too fliort to enable me to make any material 
obfervations on them, or their manners. — 

“ With refpedl to the perfons and charafters of the inhabitants,” 
fays he, « they are, generally fpeaking, lufty.’fat, andclumfy — 
“ very induftrious, both in cultivating their lands, and in their 
“ trades and manufactures — lovers of Liberty, and enemies to 
** Slavery — and not defefiive in good fenfe or judgment, though 
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they have not fo lively an imagination as fomc other Nations. 
“ Their women are fair, handfome enough, and honeft by their 
natural conftitution, as well as from a principle of virtue : as 
they cannot pretend to wit and repartee, they do not make 
“ themfelves ridiculous by the naufeous alfediation of them. Both 
** fexes are great lovers of public diverfions i and every city, town, 
** and village, have their kermiffes, or fairs, in which all forts of 
“ thews are exhibited.” 

Many arts which now enrich other Nations, and the import- 
ance of which has excited contefts and ftruggles of the moft ferious 
kind in the political worl|^, were invented or improved in that 
Ckiuntry. Weaving, in general, tliough not invented, was greatly 
improved ; and the art of forming figures of all forts in linen was 
fifft invented there. To the Flemings we are alfo indebted for 
the arts of curing herrings, dying cloths and ftuffs, and oil-colours. 
But thofe arts, and the martufadtures, have gradually Hid away 
from them, and left hut a fmall fliare behind, when compared with 
'their former flourifliing ftate : they have flown to a Land of Li- 
berty and Security, where hoftile feet never tread, where Slavery 
corrupteth not, where War devoureth not, nor Priefts nor Defpots 
break in and fteal. Neverthelefs, filk, cotton and woollen fluffs, 
brocades, camblets, tapeftry, linen, and lace, are ftill manufadlured 
here to fome fmall extent. 

This Province had Counts of its own, from the ninth century 
up to the year 1369, when it was made over, by marriage (like a 

farm 



( SI ) 

a farm of cattle) to the Dukes erf Bui^ndy j ahd afterwards, again, 
was by them made over, in like way of marriage, to the Houfe of 
Auftria. In 1667, France Icized the Southern part; and the 
States General obtained th? Northern, partly by the Treaty of 
Munfter, and partly by the Barrier Treaty of 1715* 

To reckon upon the natural endowments of this Country, one 
would fuppofe that it ftiould be a terreftrial paradife ; yet fuch is 
the wickednefs of Man, and the outrageous fpirit of Power, that 
it is almoft the laft Country in Europe in which I would have pro- 
perty, and fix a permanent relidence. Juft now, while I am writ- 
ing, I have before me an account, that the French, to whom they 
opened their gates, have plundered them to the laft atom of their 
moveable polTclfions ; ■and that the property of the Unfortunate 
people is now in waggons, on its way to Paris. 

Once more, my boy, I fay, blefs your God, that planted you 
in a Country cheered by the voice of Freedom, defended by Britifh 
|A^alour, and, what is of more confequence, iurrounded by the 
Ocean. 


H 
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LETTER XI. 


Hav ING conduced you through that part of the Ne- 
therlands called Auftrian Flanders, we are now to dired our at- 

V 

tention to that called Auftrian Brabant, of which part, as well as 
of the Netherlands in general, Bruftels, where I arrived the fame 
day I left Ghent, is the capital, giving its name to a quarter or 
territory that fturounds it. 

In all parts of the Netherlands through which I travelled, 1 
could not help admiring the uniform decorations of the roads, 
rivers and canals, with rows of lofty trees, which form a moft 
agreeable ftiade from the Summer’s burning fun, and yet do not 
obftrud any great extent of profped, the Country is fo extremely 
flat. And one thing I remarked, and which certainly feems at 
firft view extraordinary, is, that in the great extent of Country 
through which we have hitherto pafled, from Oftend to Bruflels, 
being ftxty-eight mUcs, I fcarce faw one Nobleman or Gentleman’s 
feat — nothing above the houfe of a hufbandman, a curate, or 
fome perfon of fmall fortune : and yet tlie Country is extremely 
rich i and I faw many fpots, as I went along, charming beyond 
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defcription, and fuch as would tempt, I Ihould think, a man of 
tafte and opulence to fettle in them. This mufl: appear unac- 
countable to thofe who do not recolledt, that in a Country fubjed 
like this to the ravaging incurlions contending armies, fortified 
towns are confidered as the moil pleafing, be^aufe the moil iecure 
retreats of opulence. 

As I approached the city BruiTels, I was ilruck with a 
mixed fenfation of furprife and delight at the appearance it made 
— none that I had ever feen being comparable to it, and not one 
in Europe, by the account of travellers, being in that refpeft fu- 
perior to it, Naples and Genoa only excepted: like them, however, 
it, when entered, falls far fhort of the expcdlation raifed by its 
external appearance, being all compofed of hills and hollows, 
which not* only fatigue, but render the appearance of the ftreets, 
though well built, contemptible and mean. 

BruiTels Hands on the beautiful little river Seiine, on the brow 
of a hill. The city is. about feven miles in circumference, has 
feven gates, with extenfive iuburbs, and is encompaflcd.'with a 
double wall made of brick, and ditches j but its fize is too great 
for ilrength, as a fece of defence of fuch extent could not poflibly 
hold out a long .fiege — a great and mfupprable defed in fuch a 
country as I have deferibed. , 

Great as is the extent of ground on which this city Hands, it 
is neverthelefs very well built, and extremely populous. It is 
ornamented with no fewer than feven fquares, all of them remark- 
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ably ]6ne, particularly the great fquare or market-place, which is 
Tcckoncd to be perhaps the fineft in Europe. Around it are the halls 
of the diiFereht trades, the ifronts of which are •’.domed, in a fuperb 
manner, with emblematical fculpture. gilding, and a variety 
of Latin infcriptions. One quarter of this fquare is entiuly occ”- 
pied by the town-faoufes, a noble pile o<^ building, in which there 
were apartments where the States of Brabant met, finely adorned 
with tapeftry in' g^lt firamee, and. feme admirable original paint- 
ings. At the time I was there, the whole city was in motion, 
preparing for the Inauguration of the ir mperor, who was then 
impatiently cxpeiSed, and whofe approach made fuch a buftle, and 
promifed fuch a ipeftacle. as made me regret the necefiity I lav 
under of proceeding on my journey. TIk t- Wi-hode vv: j . 
into the higheft order, and fubfequently ^111 a facrif^e to *110 great 
and important event for which it was prepared. 

The fteeplc of this building is of a moft ftupejtdous height- 
three hundred and fixty-four feet j and on the top of it is ereded 
a flatue of Saint Michael killing the Dragon, of the enormous 
height of feventeen feet : this Co^ollal ftatue is fo conjftruited as 
to ferve for a weather-cock; and being made of copper, well 
gilt, is at once conl^icuous, nuguificent, and ornamental. 

The public buildings of Bruflels, particularly the Palaces and 
Courts of the feveral Prinew. Counts, and ether pirrfons of diilinc- 
tion, (and, you may be fore, the Churches Mid Cloifiers ton), are 
fpacioas, expenfive, and magnificent. Behind trie Impei lal Palace, 
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which flood in the higheft part of the city, but was burnt down 
many years ago, is a park, well flocked with deer, and planted 
with trees, like St. James's-park at London, for the inhabitants to 
walk in. At the farther i mi of it is a fine pleafure-houfe, built 
i'y the Emperor Charles the Fifth, after his abdication. 

The Palace is a magnificent ftrudure : the rooms of it arc 
finifhed in a ft)de far fupcrior to thoie of rny Palace in England, 
and enriched with many fine paintings : that of the Family of 
Hector, in the Council Chamber, lays claim to the firft rank of 
eminence. Of the other buildings (the grandeur of which en- 
title them to the names of Palaces), thofe o'* the Prince de la 
Tour and Taxis, and tbe Britifli Earl ''f Aylclbury, are diilin- 
ruilhed great beauty and magnificence, bsdeed, in all the 
Pilaces, rhere arc collettions of original paintings, by the moft 
emircni mafiers, both ftnlian and Flemilh. 

The Royal Library of Bruflcls claims particular attention, for 
the magnitude and liberality of its eftaolifhment, containing a grand 
collcdion of the mofl excellent hooks in all languages, aiid being 
open all the yetu* on Tuefdays, Thurfdays, and Saturdays, to pub- 
lic accefs. 

The Arfenal of Bruffels is extremely well worth going to fee, 
on account of the very curious antique arms it contains — of which 
it is, at this didanct of time, impofTible for me to give you any 
account v, ’i h '"i. jtion. The armour of the Emperor Charles 
the FiLh, t jeMic with the furniture of his horfe, and ftate fword. 
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are iixcwnt I could ifee nothing either novel or intcrefting in them 
ftrong mark, I prefame, of my want of taftc j but I confefs 
my organs are not fo refined as to feel any extraordinary emotions 
at the fight of a heap of inert matter, merely becaufe it once en- 
veloped the carcafe of a Tyrant : neidief were they fo very coarfe 
or dull as not to undergo very pennted fenfations at the fight of the 
armour of Montezuma, the injured Emperor of Mexico, the 
vidtim of avarice and rapine, under their ufual rnalk, religion . Why 
Mpntezuma’s armour fiiould make a part of the trophies of a 
Popiih State, and be triumphantly exhibited, is hard to account 
for in human folly : why that IhouM be exhibited which is a fiain 
-<»fthe deepeft-damned black, in their black code of faith, is afto- 
nifhingr unlefii we allow the truth of the old faying, Quos Deus 
vult perdere, prius demontatj” and that, after having violated 
every princ^^le of; virtue, morality, and human feeling — after 
having fur|Miflibd in cruelty all that we know of the worft mon- 
fters of the earth, or of the deep, die fell hyena, or the ravening 
ihark — after having fucccfifiilly emulated the worft efforts of the 
mofi; malignant fpirits that are faid to hold counfel for the ruin of 
Mankind in Hell— they were defirous to tranimit the fpoils of 
their ravagies to pofterky, to jtell them what glorious things have 
been achieved in days of yore, for the tovc of Christ — to dc- 
laonftrate what benefits are to be derived from a religion which 
has, for fo many hundred years, given fandion to every enormity 
tluu fhikes the fcad of Man with honxM*, and thereby to moke 
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converts to their principles. Monfters ! fools 1 Away with your 
idle cants, ye hypocrites, who would brand the cruelties of the 
prefent days, the maflacres of the Jacobins, with the crime of 
infidelity, and attribute thofe much lamented dcfedtions from hu- 
manity to a falling off fi’om the Chriftian Faith. Look to Mexico ! 
— fee% monfter, a High Pricff of your religion, colleSing, by foir 
promifes and fweet perfuafion, a people round him j and, when a 
plain was filled, commanding his bloodhounds, armed with fword 
and crucifix, to fall upon and murder them — becaufc one poor 
creature, who knew not what a book meant, had accidentally 
dropped a bible from his hands ! — fee him not fparing age or fex, 
but butchering all, for the love of Christ ! — When have tlie 
deluded and enfrenzied mob of France perpetrated, in the full 
torrent of popular frenzy, fuch atrocities as this cruel Prieft com- 
mitted in cold blood ? when have they hunted down their fellow- 
creatures, maffacred children, and given their yet panting mem- 
bers to their dogs for food, as pious Chriftians, headed by a pious 
Prieft, have done in Mexico? Never! never !— Learn wifdom, then, 
ye hypocrites ! and if you cannot convince your enemies by rea- 
fon, or conquer them by force, and if their predatory and wicked 
progrefs is not to be Hopped, do not fandify their enormities, or 
palliate their crimes, in the eye of reafon, by a comparifon with 
thofe of a deeper dye : remember, that ** not to be the word; Hands 
in fome rank of praife,” and that the Jacobin cruelties of Paris, 
horrible though they were, were pity and tender mercyi compared 
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with the Chriftian butchery m Mexico, in Europe, in Afia, in 
every place where Popery ever fet its bloody hoof. 

You are not, from what I fay, to infer that I entertain any 
Illiberal animofity to Popery, as many men, and more women, do, 
merely becaufe its articles of Faith (fiffer from thofc in which I 
was bred; I trull my heart and underfranding are above fuch very 
degrading prejudices : but I abhor everything that militates againll 
human happinefs— every thing that crulhes the operations of in- 
telled-— every thing that Hops the current of opinion, and pre- 
vents its courfc from enlarging and meliorating our condition : I 
abhor the impertinent and hypocriticsd intrufion of all Churchmen 
upon national or domelHc concerns ; the more, when that in- 
trulion is mifehievous j and more frill, when it alTumcs the mafk 
of piety— fpr that is at once a fraud upon Man and an abufe of 
God. All thofc caufes of abhorrence attach, more or lefs, to all 
feds of the Chriftian -Religion, the Quakers only excepted — but 
to Popery rather mote than to any of the others ; for it is obferved, 
that while the very firft principles of Chriftianity, as originally 
laid down in theory, arc peace and good-will towards, men, war- 
fere, perfecution and bloodftied, have pradically marked its foot- 
fteps wherever it has trod, and its very elTence been perverted 1^ 
its own Minifters, who, entrufted with the key of frie Temple, 
fteal the vclbncnts from the altar, to cover the deformed, crooked 
back of vice. But the rays of dawning rcafon now break with 
fuller light upon Mankind { and it haftens to meridian rcfplendencc, 
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before which thofe phantoms raifed by pious jugglers will vanidi, 
and, like the bafclefs fabric of a vifion, leave not a wreck 
behind.” 


LETTER XII. 


In the Arfenal of Brufl'els was another curiofity, which 
I overlooked in my laft — a model of a cannon, conftrudled fo as to 
throw feven balls at once. It is fome confolation to philanthropy 
to retied, that of all the abominable engines and inftruments 
\\ hich the inventive faculties of Man have difeovered to increafe 
tlie cruelty and carnage of war, not one has been of late times 
adopted. This model lies here, therefore, only as a memorial of 
the diabolical genius of the inventor. 

The Opera-houfe of Bruflels, accounted the nobleft and larged 
in Europe, is built after the Italian manner, with rows of lodges or 
clofets, in mod of which are chimneys. One of thofe, which be- 
longed to a Prince, whofe title I now forget, was hung with look- 
ing-glalTcs, in which, while he fat by the fire, took refrefliments, 
or reclined on his couch, he could fee the whole reprefentation, 
without being expofed to the view of either the adors or the 
audience. 
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The markets of Bruflcls are very remarkable. The Dukes of 
St. Pierre paid no lefs than forty thoufand florins, or upwards of 
three thoufand pounds flcrling, for four pidurcs of them, painted 
by Rubens and Svnder — Lewis the Fourteenth of France 
offered an iinmcnfe fum of money for them; but they found their 
way at lafl into the colledion of the Britifli Earl of Orford. The 
value of them is faid, by connoifleurs, to be beyond computation. 

Bruflels is extremely well fupplied with water; for, bcfides 
the river, it has twenty public fountains, adorned with flatues, 
at the corners of the moft public ftreets ; and the lower part 
of the city is cut into canals, which communicate with the 
great one, extending from Bruflels to the Scheldt, fifteen miles : 
by means of this canal, which was finiflied in 1561, and cofl; the 
city eight hundred thoufand florins, a perfon may fail from Bruflels 
to the North Sea ; and barques do ailually go twice a day to Ant- 
werp, and back again. 

This city is full of Churches, of which the moft remarkable Is 
that of Saint Michael and Saint Gudula, commonly called the 
Cathedral. It is a fuperb, old Gothic ftrudiire, and, fi'om its cele- 
brated fituation, a mofl: beautiful ornament to the city. It is not 
only grand in its external appearance, but finely adorned within. 
The pillars which fupport the roof arc lofty and elegant : and 
againfl each is a Ratue of ten feet in height. There are no lels 
than fixteen Chapels in it; and each Chapel is enriched with 
abundance of fplendid ornaments, altar finery, candlefticks, cru- 
cifixes. 
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cifixes, &c. and with feme excellent piilures too : a pidure of 
Jesus Christ prefenting the keys of Paradife to Saint Peter, 
which is reckoned among the chef-d’oeuvres of Rubens, hangs 
in one of thofc Chapels. There are fome monuments, alfo, of 
very great merit, in the choir of this Church. But that which I 
think by far the greateft and moft admirable curiofity (I mean of 
human workmanfhip) in the Church, is a pulpit— one of the 
richeft and moft exquifitely wrought pieces I have ever feen : at 
the bottom are feen Adam and Eve as large as life, reprefented as 
at the moment when the Angel drove them out of Paradife : in 
both of their faces are deeply and exprefllvcly marked the traits of 
a mindagonifed with anguilh and remorfc : behind Eve is a figure 
of Death, which follows them ; and on the top of the pulpit are 
feen the figures of Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary crufti- 
ing the head of the Serpent. The ftrong exprefiions in the faces 
of all thofe figures, and the exquifitc turn of the workmanfliip, is 
the more remarkable, as it is all cut out of oak wood. 

Of fupernatural curiofities, one of the Chapels in this Cathe- 
dral contains fome, that, for miracle, yield to none in the long 
catalogue of Monkifla devices. Three hofts or wafers are daily 
worftiipped by the People ; which hofts or wafers, the Priefts 
firmly aflert, and the People as firmly believe, were, fo long ago 
as the year 1 369, ftabbed by a Jew, and bled prpfufcly. They 
are expofed on every feftival, in a chalice richly fet with dia- 
monds j and on the firft Sunday after every thirteenth of July, 
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ti\ere is a yearly proceflion in memory of this ftabbing and bleed- 
ing, when the hofts are carried in great ftate round tlae city, em- 
belUihed with all manner of precious ftones, and attended by all 
the Clergy, fecular and regular, the Magiftrates, the Courts of 
Juftice, and even by the Governor of the Province : the Chapel 
where they are kept is of marble, and the altar of folid filver. 

Great God ! what an opprobrium to the human underftanding, 
that, at the time when the mind of Man is fufficiently enlightened 
to avoid the weaknefs of lharaeful credulity, a whole People fliould 
&Dop to fuch extravagant impofition ! what a fliame to juftice and 
honefty^ that thofe who are trufted to guard the rights of a People, 
and who certainly are too well informed to yield their belief to 
fuch trafti, ftiould yet join in, and give the weight of their autho- 
rity to fo grofs, fo wicked a deception on a Community ! The Ma- 
giftrates, the Courts of Juftice, and the Governor — they waik, 
too, in company with the bald-pated impoftors — Good God ! can 
more be faid ? volumes of comment could not elucidate or render 
it more confpicuoufly abfurd than the bare recital of the fadl 
itfelf. 

It is impoflible for me to recount to you the number of Nun- 
neries, of various Orders, in which unfortunate women were cloi- 
ftered up, fome from bigotry, and others by force, in this city. 
There were, however, two of them Englifh — one of Dominican 
Ladies, founded by Cardinal Howard, in the reign of Charles 
the Second, of which a Lady of the Noble Houfe of Norfolk was 
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always Abbefs : the other is of Benedidtine Nuns ; the Beguinage 
of the latter is like a little town, furrounded with a wall and ditch, 
and divided into pretty little ftreets, where every Beguine has her 
apartment j the number of them amounts in general to feven or 
eight hundred, fometimes more.. 

If population be the true ftrength of a Nation, this part of 
Popery is very impolitic. The fucccffion of women in this one 
Convent fmce the reign of Charles the Second^ mull amount to 
many thoufands. Had thofe been married, and, on an average, 
had only two children each, with the children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren, down to the prefent day, in all the ramifi- 
cations of defeent, there is not a doubt but their number would 
equal that of the whole people of fome extenfive Provinces. What, 
then, muh be the lofs to the population of the earth, arifing from 
liiC celibacy of lb many millions of males and females as have been 
tonligned to llerility in tlie Catholic Countries, ever fince that 
e.vtraordinary docTtrine came firft into felhion ? It is out of the reach 
<.n calculation : not but, now and then, they may have children— 
indeed they certainly have ; but thofe arc generally difpofed of in 
a way not to bring lhame on the frail Sillerhood, or their Con- 
telTors. 

* 

In wading through fuch a torrent of offenfive ideas as the in- 
jiunierable abfurditics and deceptions of Popilli Countries conti- 
nually raife in the mind, it is a pleafing circumftance to be relieved 
by the contemplation of fome really ufeful,. humane inilitution j- 

and 



( -0 ) 


and fuch a one prcfents itfelf now to my rccolleAion : At Brullels, 
and, I am told, at all great towns of the Netherlands, there is a 
public office for lending money at a very moderate intereH: upon 
pledges : it is called the Mount of Piety ^ and was eftabliffied 
nearly io8 years ago by the Archduke Albert, and Isabella, 
his wife. By this inftitution, the Poor are faved from the fleecings 
and frauds of Pawnbrokers ; and, to render it ftill more perfect in 
accommodation, there are private pafl'ages for entrance ; fo that 
thofe who would wiih to conceal their neceffities, are exempted 
from the mortification of being feen publicly going in, or coming 
out. 

You have read, I prefumc, that in the days of Heathenifm, 
the Deities of that curious Mythology were fuppofed to rejoice 
in the number Three. The Popifh Code has fixed upon Seven 
as the lucky number. Thus they have feven facraments, feven 
deadly fins, &c. &c. Bruflels has improved upon that; and, tak- 
ing the hint from their blefled Liturgy, has feven grand ftrects ; feven 
parifli-churchcs ; feven Patrician families, out of which the Ma- 
giftratesare or were elected ; feven large fquares; feven midwives, 
licenfedand fworn by the Senate ; and feven gates, leading to feven 
places of recreation and exercife, one to a place proper for fowl- 
ing, a fecond to a place for filhing, a third to one for hunting, a 
fourth to pleafant fields, a fifth to paftime grounds, a fixth to 
Iprings and vineyards, and a feventh to gardens. Belides all which 
fovens, they boaft of having once had the great good fortune 
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of entertaining, at one time, feven Crowned Heads, with feven 
thoufand horfe belonging to their retinue. If there were any fpell 
in the number Seven, the People of Bruflels furely muft have been 
fecure from all mifehief j but the Sans-culottes have broken the 
charm, difperfed the necromancers, and lowered poor number 
Seven to its mere arithmetical value. 

The Inns, or eating-houfes, in this city, were equal to any in 
tlie world : a ftranger might dine there better and cheaper than in 
any place, perhaps, on earth. The wines, alfo, were excellent 
and cheap; and coach-hire beyond expedtation reafonable — And 
here I rccollcdt to remark to you, that, all the way from Oftend 
to BrulTels, one is obliged to lit, dine,, &c. in bed-chambers ; a 
circumllance which is extremely difeordant to the feelings of thofc 
wlio have been ufed to Britilli Inns, although the bed-chambers 
are, to fay the truth, large and commodious. At the very walls 
of BrulTels begins the famous wood of Sogne, from which the 
Inhabitants were allowed to cut wood for fuel : as fall as the trees 
were cut down, frelli ones were planted in their Head ; by which 
means the wood was preferved, and it afforded a continual fupply 
to the Poor. 

BrulTels is fo very remarkable a place, that I have taken more 
than my ufual fcope of defeription of it. Jull as I had finilhed it, 
I read a paragraph in the public papers. Hating that it is likely to< 
be annexed to the territories of the French Republic. 
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LETTER XIII. 


Hi THERTo, as I have , proceeded on my travels, I 
have been purpofcly very particular in my defcriptions of the 
towns through which I pafled on my way to India, in order to give 
your mind a difpofition to inquiry, and point out to you an over- 
flowing fource of improvement and delight. Having fo far fliewn 
you how amply you will be rewarded, even in amufement, by the 
trouble of fearching into books, for the accurate topographical 
defcriptions of towriSj jcities, building, &c. &c. I think I may fpare 
myfelf that labour for' the future, and confine myfelf to thofe 
points that more immediately apply to tlie enlargement of the 
mind — I mean, the government, laws, manners and character of 
the People of each Country and only ufe the former as fubfer- 
vient to the latter purpofe, at leaft until I come to thof'e places 
where, the ground being but little trodden by Britifli feet, more 
precife defeription may become neceflary. 

But, before I leave the Netherlands, I mufl make a few re- 
marks upon the Country and People, whicli it would be unpardon- 
able in me to omit, after having been already fo minutely par- 
ticular in things of inferior merit to the fcope of my plan. 

Although 



( 73 ) 


Although perfonal appearance be* in the eye of Moral Philofo- 
phy, a very inferior confideration, and mind the proper ftudy of 
Man; yet, in deferibing a People, I cannot think it dtogether 
unnecelTary to include . their perfonal appearance, as it will be 
found that there cxiik a greater analogy between the perfoa and the 
mind of Man than is generally perceived. Thus the lively hilarity, 
the reftlefs adtivity, the levity and fantaftic chara&er of the Frenchi 
arc ftrongly pourtrayed in the national perfon. In like manner, 
the lufty, fat, clumfy and misthapen perfon of the People of the 
Netherlands, is ftrongly illuftrative of the temper and habit of 
their mind, intelleSs and fpirits : induftrious and heavy ; dull of 
underftanding, but not dcfedlive in judgment j flow in work— 
but, perfevering in effort, and unerring in the procefs, they are 
generally fuccefsful in the end: in war, col^trand backward at 
offenfive operations, but inflexible and terri^ in refiftance j like 
the boar of the foreft, they feek not the combat with any, but 
will not go out of their way to decline it with the moft powerful : 
their appetites and defires cooler than other Nations, but lefs fub- 
jedt to change or caprice ; never violently in love, but ratkmally 
attached to their wives i and both men and women fokhful to their 
conjugal vow, as well from natural temperament, as from a prin- 
ciple of virtue. 

Thus conftituted by Nature, the effects of their induftry arc 
wonderful in every thing, but chfofly in their canals and flukes, 
which ferve not only for the fupport of their commerce, and the 
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fccility of intcrcourfe, but for their defence againft enemies; this 
was in other times; but, alas! the former of thefc ufcs, commerce, 
has fo entirely abforbed all their intelled:, and polfelled their very 
fouls, that they feem almort: entirely negligent of the latter ; and 
from being, of all People, the moft wife and vigilant in determining 
and afcertaining their rights, the moft zealous aflerters and defen- 
ders of their independence, the moft ardent friends to Liberty, and 
the moft determined enemies to Slavery, they are become a fort of 
ftrange, inconfiftent, hotch-potch politicians, whom ingenuity 
itfclf would find a difficulty in deferibing. They retain fo much 
of their ancient and noble vigilance as ferves to make them fufpi- 
cious — fo much of their independence as difpofes them to 
change — fo much of their jealoufy as ftimulatcs them to refift- 
ance — but not one particle of their former wifdom, to inftruct 
them where they ftiould attach themfeivcs, where reiift, or where 
refolve to aft — nor of their courage to carry any refolution they 
might form into effeft. 

In the year 1781, the Emperor Joseph the Second came to 
Brufiels, in order to indulge his paternal feelings as a Monarch 
with the contemplation and view of his Subjefts, and alfo to be 
inaugurated; and perhaps upon no occafion that has ever occurred 
in the moft volatile Nation, was there greater joy more univer- 
fiilly expreffed. For fome time before his arrival, the whole 
Country was in motion ; and, even with them, domeftic induftry 
flopped its ufual perfevering pace, fufpended in the eager, anxious 
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cxpedbation of his arrival. Every thing in the birth, education, 
natural difpolition and perfon of the young Emperor, united to 
imprefs his Subjeds with the moft exalted opinion of his goodnefs, 
and to infpire all ranks of people with the moft fortunate prefages 
of a wife and beneficent government. Nor did he difappoint 
them : his condudt, when among them, is handed over to remem- 
brance, by a variety of adrs of benevolence and condefeenfion, 
which flic wed that the grandeur of the Monarch had not made him 
forget the nature of the Man, and that his heart was better fitted 
for tile mild, domeftic enjoyments of a Subjed, than the ftern and 
unbending hardihood fit for a King : for I am perfedly of opinion 
with the celebrated Junius, that there are virtues in a private 
Man which are vices in a King; and that the Monarch of a Coun- 
try, in' order to preferve refped, Ihould avoid l^iliarity, and keep 
his perfon liicred from too general obfervation. - Shakspeare has 
put into the mouth of his Henry the Fourth, a beautiful cx- 
preflion on this fubjed, well worth the attention of Kings — 

“ Had I fo lavifli of my prefence been, 

“ So common hackney’d in the eyes of men, 

“ Opinion, that did help me to the Crown, 

“ Had ftill kept loyal to poiTeHion, 

“ And left me in rcputelcfs banilhment, 

“ A fellow of no mark, nor likelihood. 

“ By being feldom feen, I could not ftir, 

“ But,^ like a comet, I was wonder'd at; 

“ That men would tell their children, This is he.” 
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Of the number I have heard, I will mention one anecdote only, 
and one remarkable cxpreffion of Joseph’s, which will ferve to 
Ihcw in its true light what his diipofition was ; and when you 
eonlider them as the aft and fentiment of a young man nurfed in 
the lap of defpotifm and pride, you cannot but eonlider them as 
marvellous. 

In his journey to the Low Countries, he vifited Wurtzaurg; 
and, in his perambulating alone and imog. Hopped at a little 
publk-houfe, where the people were bulily employed in enter- 
taining themfelvcs: he went in, and inquired why they were fo 
merry—** Sir,” laid one of the country people, “ we are cele- 
brating a marriage,” ** May I be permitted to join the com- 
pany?” faid the dilguifed Emperor. The hoft obtained that per- 
million for him. When he entered the room, the married couple 
were prefented to him, and he received them with great gaiety, 
fat down, drank their health, and, having informed himfelf of their 
lituation, took leave of the company: but what was their allonifli- 
ment, when, on lifting up a bottle of wine, they found a draft 
for fix hundred florins, figned Joseph, and payable for the ufc 
of the married couple 1 

At Luxembourg, when the People called aloud on Heaven to 
Ihower down bleflings on him for his affability, he made ufe of this 
remarkable expreflion, while his feelings moillened his eyes : ** I 
wilh I could make you as happy in my care, as 1 am in your affec- 
tion !” 
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The affability of Monarchs has often been magnified by the 
foolifh, and often blamed by the wife ; But, if all the inftances of 
condefeenfion pradifed by Kings were like that I have recited of 
JosEPrr ; if they arofe from a found, unqueftionable fpirit of 
philantliropy, not from gaping curiofity, broad folly, or a puerile 
inquifitive habit; and if, inftead of conceiving thofe they vifit paid 
for their intrufion with the honour of having converfed with 
Majefty, and leaving them churlifhly, they would generoufly pay 
them with hard calh, as the good Emperor Joseph did; then, 
indeed, their affability might defy the exaggeration of fools, and 
muft certainly command the applaufe of the wife. 

On the 13th of July, the ceremony of Inauguration took 
place at Bruffels. Nothing could equal the fplendour of the place 
but the general joy of the People : the crowds were beyond all 
conception immenfe, and every thing was carried oh with regu- 
larity till evening, when, in playing off fome fire-works, that 
noble building the town-houfe took fire, and was burnt: fix 
unfortunate perfons loft their lives, and twenty were dangcroufly 
hurted : thofe who periftied were abfolutcly roafted, and their cries 
were beyond defeription piercing. To fuch a temper as Joseph’s, 
you will readily conclude that this muft be a moft affliding cir- 
cumftance — it was fo ; and he left Bruffels mrder the preffure of 
very different feelings from thofe with which he entered it, and 
was followed by the prayers and biefling of all the People, 
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' But now we arc to view the reverfe of the medal. The found 
of their prayers for his welfare, and praifes of his goodnefs, had 
hardly died away upon their lips, ere their minds turned to revolt 
and rebellion. I will not fay that they were not right in one or 
other, or which of thofe two extremes : certainly they could not 
he right in both ; much lefs can their fubfequent condudt be juf- 
titied, or accounted for, in any principle of human nature, but that 
of the moft abjedt meannefs, daftardly feeblenefs, and grofs folly. 
They returned to their allegiance, and befought forgivenefs : that 
forgivenefs was granted. How they have behaved fmee, I have 
already informed you, (See Letter IV.) ; and I have now to add, 
that, pillaged by the French, and likely to be left unprotedled, they 
have again held their necks out, foliciting the protedlion and the 
yoke of Auftria, and have adlually offered to raife 1 00,000 men for 
the Emperor, rfhe will again drive the French out of their terri- 
tories — An excellent word tliat if ! 

How a People, once formed for manly pith and love of Free- 
dom, could bend fo low, is unaccountable. It is a queflion hard 
to be determined, whether an obftinatc adherence even to a bad 
caufe, is not more refpeftable, than a fickle, alternate derelidlion, 
and adoption of right and wrong, as it fuits the caprice or conve- 
nience of the moment ? Of two things fo very contemptible, I 
think the former the leaft odious and leaft unmanly. 

At the fame time, my obfervations on the Country led me to 
conceive, that under the name of Freedom, they groaned under 
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the yoke of Tyranny j for, though the Country was, as I have de- 
fcribed it, charming, its fecundity unfurpalTed, its face decorated 
with the bed gifts of Providence — I mean, fmiling fields and 
bleating plains— though Ceres profufely repaid the labours of the 
hulbandman, though every field had the appearance of a garden, 
and though, upon inquiry, I found that land which would bring 
in England five pounds an acre, rented at eight, nine and ten Ihil- 
lings of our money at mod — yet, in fpite of all this, tire farmers 
were rather poor in general — not even one of them to be found 
rich or fiibdantial, like the middle rank of that clafs of men in 
England. They wanted the great ftimulus to indudry— fecurity 
of their property : they were liable to be turned out by their land- 
lords at pleafurc, and to be plundered when it fiiould pleafe fome 
I\Io. larch to make war. 

The firfl of thefe, however, you will obferve, is not the op- 
preffion of the Emperor : it is the tyranny of that word of all con- 
iiheent parts of a State, an Aridrocracy— -a vile Aridocracy !— that 
univerfal, that every-day defpotifm, under which all places groan, 
more or Icfs— which is excrcifed in all the various gradations of 
life that chequer fociety, from the great man who, under the 
name of Minider, domineers over the Peer, to the country fox- 
hunting favage, who puts a poor wretch in jail to pine for years, 
(his family, the while, fupported by the parifli charity), only for 
doing that which makes the enjoyment of his own life, killing a 
partridge or a hare !— that Aridocratic tyranny which is fecn 
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icowling on tht brows of a fwaggcring iillow in power, adopted 
by hie fccrctary with increafe, by him handed down to an upftart 
fet of fellows in office, dependent on his fmilc, and by them dif- 
played in all the naufeous, defpicable forms which awkwardnefs and 
ignorance, lifted above their ftation* never fail to afllime — the 
cold reforve, the affected ftarc, liftlcfs nod, the feigned deaf, 
nefs, blindncfs, abfence, and other faihionablc'perfedlions, which 
ferve as vents for upftart arrogance, and indemnify the fycophant 
for the vile homage and fubmiflion which he has before paid fomc 
wretch mean and arrogant as himfolf ! — I tell you, my dear Fre- 
derick, it is this Ariftocratic ufurpation of power, where power 
exiiis not, nor is neceflary — this infulting alTumption of fupe- 
riority, this hidden petty oppreffion which rears its head in every 
manor, nay, almoft every town and village in the Kingdom, that 
puts the Nations out of tunc, mars the harmony of focial arrange- 
ment, and renders power in the aggregate obnoxious. Why, our 
very women have their faucy, Ariftocratic, fiipcrcilious front, their 
haughty ftarc, their contemptuous titter j and barter the winning 
foftnefs of the fex, the dimples where the loves (hould dwell, for 
the haughty tof$ of the head, the ill-natured fneer, and the in- 
fulting Hedtor’s frown— And thus the fpirit of Ariftocracy, like a 
poifonous weed, grows and expands from one to the other with 
baleful luxuriance, gradually overfpreading the whole face of hu- 
rnanity* flopping the wholefomc current of the focial atmofphcre, 
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and choaking up the lefs rank but more ufeful plants-— Thus it 
goes round in lhameful traffic j and, as the Poet 

“ The wh— re flic kicks her cully, 

‘‘ Court-waiters are kick’d at call ; 

We arc all kick’d, yet bully 
While. int’rcft kicks the ball.” 

I am perfuaded, that if the grievances of the moft defpotic 
States were fairly eftimated, and affigned to their real authors, the 
Princes of fuch States would be found refponfible for a very fmall 
lhare indeed, when compared with the Ariftocracy : and by Arif- 
tocracy, I mean not merely Lords, but all men who convert the 
wealth which Providence has bellowed upon then) to the purpofes 
of Tyranny, Exactions, Impofition, and Oppreffion — under wliich 
four heads we will again find, not only imprifonment for begging 
alms, imprifonment for Ihooting a partridge, but often fedudion, 
adultery, and pcrfecution for refifting or reforting to lawfbr punifli- 
ment of that feduftion or adultery. Of all thofe things, the proofs, 
I fear, in all Nations, are abundant: I am fare they are fo in the 
heft governed State in Europe — I mean, England 

Qui capit, illc faciu” 

I have thrown up a fool’s cap : how many arc there who will 
privately put it on ! 
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LETTER XIV. 


As the time of my departure from Bruflels approached, 
I found the bitter fcnfations with w^hich I left London, in fome 
mcafure, returning. My fortunate encounter with General Lock- 
hart had afforded me a temporary refpite; but now I was once 
more to face an unknown country alone, without the chance of 
again meeting a friend to folace my mind, or mitigate my woe, on 
this fide of India. 

Having feen as much of Bruffels as my tiipe and occafions would 
at all allow, and, in truth, having rather trcfpaffed on my plan, 
for the reafdns juft mentioned, I determined to pufo forward as 
faft as it was pollible, and took poll: for Liege, where I arrived, 
after paffing through a beautiful, fertile, well-cultivated country, 
to the charms of which the renewed agony of my feelings rendered 
me almoft infenfi^e. 

As we have now almoft the whole length of Germany before 
us to travel through, it will be proper, before I proceed further, to 
give you a general i^a of the Conftitution of this vaft Empire — 
over all which, while one great Monarch nominally prefides, there 
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are fpread a number of petty Potentates, who really rule after as 
diftiiid forms of Government as almoft any two Governments, how- 
ever remote, in Europe. 

Confidcring the nature of Government abftradledly, one w'ould 
fuppofe that it arofe from the general will of the fociety governed, 
and was formed for their ufe and benefit alone ; but if we view the 
different fyftems fcattered over the civilized part of the earth, we 
(hall find that they originated from force and fraud ; and that, in 
their firff formation, when bodily protvefs, not intelledual power, 
bore fway — when he that could carry the ftrongell armour, and 
ftrike the heavieft biowj, was fure to govern — when mere animal 
ftrength and ferocity difinherited reafon of her rights, and robbed 
her of that afcendancy to which the invention of gunpowder, aided 
by the art of Piinting, has fince in fome fort reftored her — the 
bafis upon which Governments were raifed was, one man, not the 
whole fociety ; the point then was, how this or that ftrong ruffian 
could colled: moff flaves about him, not how this or that fociety 
lliould choofe the beft head : if he had ffrength to carry havoc 
through the ranks of their enemies, and then to overawe them- 
felves, he was fure of dominion over the people, and left it to his 
fon ; but if it fo happened that he did not alfd^ibequeath to him 
bodily prowefs to preferve it, the next flrong ruffian feized the 
reins, flung him from his feat, and kept it till he, or fome onc^of 
his heirs, was again ferved fo in his turn tgHfome other ufurper. 
Hence arofe the cabals and intrigues of courts, the fpirit of party, 
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and intcftinc commotion j till at length the People, for their oWn 
fecurity, and to avoid the horrors of civil war, made choice (from 
difrnal necefllty) of fome one family to rule them. As fociety 
advanced, and opulence held forth temptation, fome greater ruffian, 
followed by a horde of needy, fainifhed barbarians, made incurfions 
on thofe rulers ; and being irrelifriblc, as well from numbers firmly 
connedied, as from the powerful impulfe of necelfity, under whofe 
banners they generally robbed and ravaged, was fubmitted to on 
terms, and became Lord Paramount of a number of petty Sove- 
reigns, vvhodid homage to him, and fleeced the miferable fubjeds, 
to keep him in humour j and thus, in a feries of time, the power 
of both took root, and remained immoveable, unlefs when torn up 
by fome violent tempeft that convulfed the State, and fhook it to 
its foundations. 

Reading this account, you will very naturally exclaim, “ Good 
God! how abfurd! how irrational!” Yet fo it isj and from this 
fource, muddy though it be, is modern honour, and modern great- 
nefs, and modern high blood, derived : from this foul and turbid 
fountain have moft of the Governments of the world iflued ; from 
thofe ftrong men of yore have moft of our modern governors de- 
feended : and as It generally happens (fo equally has Providence 
diftributed the gifts of Nature) that the ftrength of the intelledtual 
part is in the inverfe ratio of the animal, perhaps that is the rcafon 
why Monarchs are fbrmed, in general, of greater bodily vigour 
than mental endowments, and better fitted for the Field than the 
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Cabinet — and for thi? reafon are obliged to take from the puifne 
ranks of their Subjefts fome affiflant, fo far removed from the great 
ftandard of antique dignity, as to pollefs underllanding enough to 
govern. 

Upon a retroJ^edlive vieAy of the Hiftory of Europe, it will <be 
found, that for a lon| time after the birth of Christ, Germany 
was divided among fuch petty rulers as I have deferibed, who each 
held his little State in fovercignty, and was called Princeps in 
Latin, or, in plain Englifti, Prince. After the downfall of the 
Weftern Empire, a Nation called Franks, from that part called 
Franconia, over-run a great part of Gaul and Germany, and in the 
fifth century took pofTeflion of that part of Gaul which lay North 
of the river Loire. In the year 800, Charlemagne, the fon 
of Pepin, their King, formed an immenfe Empire in the Weft, 
comprehending a great part of Germany, France, Italy, and a part 
of Spain. About eighty years afterwards, the petty Princes of 
Germany fliook off the French Carlovinian race, and eledted an 
Emperor of their own from the Iloufe of Bavaria. 

At laft Henry the P'ourth, having difpleafed that grand 
arbiter the Pope, was put under the ban, and in confequence de- 
pofed by the States; on whicji occafion His Holinefs had the 
addrefs to make that great dignity eledlive, he having uncontrouled 
power over the eledlors ; fince which it has continued fo, with 
fome modifications, and under certain regillations, formed by 
Charles the Fourth, at the Diet of Nurunberg. The eledlion, 
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however, has been always fo managed, that it has never departed 
from the regular line of fuccefllon but when there w'^as an adtual 
w'ant of heirs. 

In a Country over which the Pope had fuch influence, it 
might reafonably be fuppofed that intolerance is^ carried to a great 
length ; but it is not fo, as a review of each particular State fhews. 
The eftablifhed religion, in general, is Popery. Joseph the 
Second, that good and wife Monarch, dilplayed a greater fpirit 
of toleration than any other Catholic Prince fince Henrv the 
Fourth of France. He was not murdered by a Friar for it, it is 
true — thofe days of pious barbarity are pafl: ; but he was vilitcd 
on the occafion by His Holinefs, who, after a variety of remon- 
ftrances againfl; the relaxation he gave to religious feverity in his 
own dominions, finding him unmoved by papers, rcfolved to at- 
tack him in perfon; but, whether it was that the pontifical 
amulet loft its charm when out of. the air of Rome, or that His 
Holinefs- was not properly anointed before (like Hecate in Mac- 
beth) he took his flight, or that he forgot fome of thofe relics 
which were expedted to operate on Joseph’s mind, fo it was, 
that the good Emperor continued inflexibly attached to his former 
rcfolvc j* and, after kifling His- Holinefs’ toe, and a thoufand 
other pretty politenefles, fent him back to Rome again with his 
finger in his mouth ; and a ftory to relate, that would, at one 
time, have fet all Europe in a flame, and fent the good Mo- 
narch, like Henrv the Second of England, to lafh himfelf 
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naked over the rotten remains of fbmc vagabond fraudulent 
Prieft. 

In the ele(ftion of Emperor, the laws of the Empire have laid 
down no qualification but that which ought to be the fine qua non 
of all Princes, namely, that he be jufus, bonus, et utilis — 
Neither have they made any limitation in regard to religion, na- 
tion, Hate, -or age; neverthelefs, the majority of eledors being 
Papifts, a Roman Catholic Prince is always chofen. 

The rank of the Emperor is very gi'eat : he is looked upon 
by all Crowned Heads as the firll European Potentate ; and, as 
fuch, precedence is always given him and his ambaffadors : he is 
the fupreme Head of the German Empire^ but his power in the 
adminifiration thereof is very limited indeed. In ancient times, 
the Emperor had confidcrablc domains and incomes ; but warfare 
and prodigality have diffipated the greateft part of them, and tliey 
have been fucceflively alienated or mortgaged, fo that his revenue ' 
were very inconfiderable lately, and now, fince the French war, 
are alraoH: as nothing. 

The pi-efcnt Emperor Francis found the Empire, wdicn he 
was elcdlcd, incumbered with difficulties of the moft enormous 
magnitude — a war on which the exillence of every Monareiiy in 
Europe feemed to depend, an exhaulled treafury, and a difpofition 
<^to revolt in a part of his dominions, the Netherlands. At this 
prefent time, his fituation is, beyond that of every other Prince, 
lamentable almoft all his refources gone, and an infolent, for- 
midable. 
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-midablc, triumphant enemy, proceeding and carrying conqueft by 
rapid ftrides through his Country. He called upon his People 
to fupport him. The States of the Netherlands, inftead of affill- 
^ng him to flop the progrefs of the enemy, invited and opened 
their gates to them, put them in their bofom, and were ftung. 
Of the other States, fome refiife their aid, while fome have re- 
courfe to ieebde expedients ; apd, to evade the weight, .temporife, 
procraftinate, and ihuffie, till at length will come the French 
Army, and force them to do for their enemy ten times more 
than (if done timely, and with a good grace) might fave the Em- 
pire and themfelves. The King of Prussia, one of thofe 
States, on being called upon, fays he is bufily employed in fecur- 
ing the plunder of Poland, and c^not come— while the tyger 
is glutting in the blood of the harmlefs flocks, the huntfmen 

ft 

are coming upon him, to cot him off. As an Engliihman, zealous 
foi’ the welfare of my Country, I wife the King of Prussia may 
not, by his attention to Poland, facrifice all Germany to the French. 
As an honell man, I. cannot help entertaining a wife, that the fcan- 
dalous and outrageous wrongs done to Poland, and this treachery 
to the 411 ics whom he himfelf brought into the prefent difKculties, 
may be expiated by any calamity, however great, that does not 
extend to the intereft or wellbeing of Europe. 

It is a maxim in Courts of Equity, that a man coming to demand 
redrefs, fliould come with clean hands, and, feeking equity, feould 
jdo equity. This maxim has unfortunately never yet extended to 
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decifions between States : power is their right, and force decides — 
Yet, in a conteft like the prefent, the very foundation of which is 
hoftility to Kings, and which is carried on in the twofold way of 
arms, in the -open field and private negociation for infurredlion j 
when, for the intereft of the caufe they efpoufe, as well, as their 
own perfonal fafety. Kings fliould affume. at once their beft form 
to appreciate themfelves, and difcredit their enemies in the eyes 
of Mankind — in fuch a ftate of things, I fay, for the King of 
Prussia and the Empress of Russia to take the part they have 
done with regard to Poland, is fo extravagant,, that we can only 
account for it in^the will of the Almighty predifpofing them 
for fomc extraordinary crifis. No one would exped them to de- 
part from their accuftomed crooked path of policy, if fafety did 
not loudly call upon them to proceed in the dired road. It is 
monftrous to fee beings endowed with common fenfc, expending 
themfelves in an unjuft ftruggle for aggrandizement, while the 
fword of extindion is fufpended by a hair over their heads. 

But to return — In this ftate is the young Emperor at this mo- 
ment, deferted by his People in the Low Countries, unaided by his 
Continental Ally, and fupported only by Great Britain. What the 
ilTue may be, God alone can tell : but every one poffeffing a heart 
of feeling, or a Angle fentiment of honour or juftice, muft wilhthat 
young Prince a fortunate delivery from the difficulties which the 
impolicy and wickednefs of others have led him into, and which 
the treachery of £bme of them make more formidable, if not utterly 
infuperable. ^ LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


1 H E various diftrids or territories into which Germany 
is divided* go under a variety of dclignations, not known among 
us as independent titles to power-— Principalities, Seigniories, 
Counties, Eledorates, Margravates, and- Biflioprics lay and fpi- 
ritual. Of the lay Biflioprics, Ofnaburg, the Prince Bifliop of 
which is our Duke of York, makes one : and Leige, where wc 
are now arrived, is the territory of a Bifliop lay and fpiritual, or 
fpiritual and temporal, one of the faireft kind of that clafs— for he 
poflefles temporalities, and enjoys them; whereas their. Lordfliips 
merely fpiritual, enjoy and have the ingratitude and impudence to 
renounce them: but no matter for that; the Bifliop of Liege pof- 
fefles a Bifliopric, fruitful in corn, wine, wood and pafture, with 
air extremely pleafant and temperate ; and while the latter gives 
his terreftrial clay health and appetite, the former aflbrd him the 
means of preferving the one, and indulging the other, with true 
fpiritual comfort, and high ecclefiaftical voluptuoufnefs. In cafes of 
repletion, too, the mineral waters of the Bifliopric, particularly the 
wcll-knpwn one of Spa, offer their aid ; and fome of the beft beer 
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in the world, which is brewed in thefe territories, diverfifies his 
fpiritual Lordihip’s cup, and, with its pungent bitter, fends back 
his palate to his wine with renovated relilh. . 

It is aftonifliing how incoiififtcnt with thcml'elves, and how dif- 
cordant in their conftituent principles, fomc very wife inftitutions 
are. Thus Epifcopacy, and all other branches, pods or ranks, 
high or' low, commiffioned or non-commiffioned, of die Church, 
publicly and fyftematically profefs poverty, abftinence, and an utter 
indifference to temporal concerns, while their livings arc enor- 
mous, and themfelves overfed. Nay, fo cautioiafly has ecclefiaf- 
tical law provided for that, even in our liberal cdablithments, that 
a Bilhop, at his inftalment, pofitively declares, in the face of Gon, 
at the holy altar, that he is averfe to being a Bifhop— Wij/o EpiJ~ 
copari. Under fuch conditions, what mud not the charity, the 
condefeenfion, the mortifying fubmidion of a Divine be, to doop 
to a Bidiopric, and differ fuch a heavy load to be heaped upon his 
back — againd his will ! AfTuredly, the impoling a Bidiopric upon 
him mud be a great a£t of violence on his inclinations: for I can- 
not think it podiblc that a Chridian Divine would, in the fird 
place, commit the crime of fimony by feeking preferment, and 
gaining it by proditutioni much Icfs can I believe that he would 
be guilty, at the holy altar, of a folemn adt of perjury, by fwear- 
ingWo Epifcopqriy ii he was not adually, and bona Jidt\ averfe to a 
Bidiopric. 
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The BUhop of Liege, however, may be feirly acquitted on the 
fcore of his temporal half, for the Biare of tranfgreffions committed 
by his fpiritual half. And unqueftionably, as a Chriftian Divine, 
he muft groan in Ipiritual humiliation, when he refledis that his 
title is emblazoned with the gorgeous vanities of Prince of Liege, 
Duke of Bouillon, Marquis of Franchemont, Count of Looz, &c. 
Such a let of proud worldly titles are of themfelves fufficient (put- 
ting the wine and beef, and repletion, out of the queftion) to 
annihilate the fpiritual merits of the 'Bilhop, and expunge the 
grace of God from his name here, if not from himfelf hereafter. 

Of all kinds of Slavery, that Nation groans beneath the worft, 
which has the name, without the elTcnce, of a free Confritution; and 
Germany abounds with fuch- By the Conftitution of this Biihop- 
ric, the Govemriient cottfifts of three States; the iirfr is the Chapter 
of Liege i the fecond, the Nobility j and the third, the Deputies 
of the towns and capital, 't'hefe, however, are very feldom called 
together, except to raife taxest or on ibme fuch extraordinary 
emergency : but daere is a Committee of the States who meet three 
times a week, and in time of war daily j they are always about the 
Prince Bilhop, to make rcmonftrances, and demand the redrefs of 
grievances — from whence we may reaibnably infer, that the People 
are well protected, or at leaft well governed} the continual intcr- 
courfe between the Committee and Biihops, no doubt, tending to 
jjromotf a very happy influence in favour of the People! 
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In forming this Conftitution, ipecial care has been taken t» 
give the firft State a great preponderance. The Chapter is to con* 
iift of fixty perfons, who muft either prove their Nobility for four 
generations, both by father and mother, or have been Dodors or 
Licentiates of Divinity for feven years, or of Law for five years, in 
fome famous Univerfity, befijre they can be admitted. 

How is it ^at the profeffion of the Law fhould bear fuch potent 
fway in almoft all Countries—- that, even in Liege, .a Catholic 
Country and Ecclefiaftical Government, five years ftudy of the Law 
fliould be deemed an equal qualification to feven of Divinity ? In 
England, and its dependencies, the afcendancy of the Law is ftlU 
greater; and even in America, that profeffion is the firft ftep to 
State honours. The truth is, that the fciencc of the Law, which, 
however defpicable in pradtice, is the nobleft of human fciences, 
quickens and invigorates the underflanding more than all the other 
kinds of learning put together ; while the ftudy of Divinity (I do 
not mean real Divinity or Morality, but that whimfical jumble of 
miracles and incongruities, of fulfome cant and fenfelefs rhapfody, 
called lb by Churchmen) contrads the underftanding, and bejid.s 
it into a kind of crooked cunning. Formerly, the Clergy were the 
difpenfers of the Laws, and they alone ftudied it — Happy times! 
happy People ! When the united powers of both Lawyers and 
Priefts were lodged in the fame perfon, it is no wonder that they 
were able to enflave the perfons, when they had got poffelfion of 
the underftanding, of the People — that we at this day fee fo many 
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ftupendous monuments remainmg of their pride and power, and 
that the bloated load of Epifcopacy ftiil has its votaries and fup- 
porters. 

The BUhopric of Liege is very populous and extenfivc, contain- 
ing many large Towns, many Baronies and Seigniories, feventeen 
Abbeys for men, who muft be all gentlemen, and eleven for ladies, 
exclufivc of fwarms of inferior note. In this diftribution of the 
Abbeys, male and ferhalc, I do not think that fufficient regard has 
been had to equality of numbers: I really think the Fathers have 
been ill ufed. The ladies, though, I dare fay, are well enough 
contented with the arrangement. 

Although, as I have already apprized you, I do not mean to 
enter into a minute defeription of towns, fo very eafily found in 
many volumes of Geography and Hillory, there occafionally occur 
certain curiofities in fome of thofe towns, which it would be un- 
pardonable in me to pafs over, as they may not perhaps be found 
in fuch hooks of thofe fcicnces as fall in your way. 

Liege, the capital of the Bilhopric, is unqueftionably a beau- 
tiful city, of immenfe fize: its opulence, its pleafantnefs, its plenty 
and falubrity, may be calculated from the name it has long been 
expreilly called by way of eminence — the Taradije of PrteJis.~—~ 
Indeed, it muft needs be a holy and a happy city ; for it is chiefly 
occupied with Convents, Churches, and other religious foundations. 

The Paradife of Excellent ! Why, if the Genius of 

Senfuality himfelf were to torture his invention for centuries, to 
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ftrike out an appellation for the grand emporium of luxury, volup- 
tuoufnefs and fenfual enjoyment, he could not have hit on one fo 
fingularly appropriate as the Paradife of Priejls. 

Iir a grand Cathedral here, are five great filver chefts fiill of re- 

liques, befides feveral filver ftatues of Saints; and a Saint Georg k 

on horfeback, of mafly gold; and in Saint William’s Convent, 

without the city, is the tomb of the famous Jinglifli traveller. Sir 

John Mandeville, from whom all lying travellers have been 

fmee proverbially called Mandevilles — an appellation which, I 

j’lromife you, I will hazard the imputation of dullnefs rather than 

incur. I fuppofe it was for his truly prieftlike powers in the mar- 

* 

i-elhus that he was honoured with a birth among their Reverences. 
They have thought it neceflary, however, to entreat, by an inferip- 
tion in bad French, all perfons who fee it, to pray for his foul. 
In truth, poor Sir John’s marvellous ftories were as harmlcfs as 
ever were invented, and entertaining to boot. If fo much could 
be faid for their Reverences, they might venture to reft their fu- 
ture fafety on their own innocence and Gon’s mercy : but I fear 
their miracles cut deeper, and will be found to go to a much more 
important and ferious account. 

In the Bifliopric of Liege, twenty miles from the capital, ftand» 
the famous town of Spa, fo renowned for its excellent waters, that 
it has become a vulgar name for almoft all mineral waters whatfo- 
ever. Thofe are faid to open obftrudtions, concodt crudities, dry 
up exceffive moifture, and ftrengthen the nerves and bowels ; and 
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fuch is their reputation, that prodigious quantities of them are 
carried into foreign countries. 

Fortuj^ate coincidence, to have fuch a choice and eafy panacea 
for intemperance attached to t&c' Paradife of Briefs ! 


LETTER XVI. 


Aix-la-Chapelle— The imperial city of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, by the Germans called Achen, lies at the diftance of 
twenty-lix miles, nearly EaR, of Liege. As it was a moderate Rage, 
the weather fine, and the face of the country around beautiful, I 
found my journey extremely plcafant, and entered that famous city 
in as good a difpolition to be pleafed with it, as cifcumRances and 
reflexions fo melancholy as mine (which, in fpite of every effort, 
would intrude themfelvcs) may be fuppofed to allow. It is cer- 
tainly a very fine city, and well deferves the reputation it has in 
all parts of the world. 

Perhaps no city in Germany has a fairer claim to antiquity 
than Aix-la-Chapelle; for k was fomous, even in the time of 
the ancient Romans, for its waters, and was by them called 
Aqui/granuntt or XJrbs Aquenjis-, It was deflroyed by the Huns, 
who, like the French now, deftroyed and trampled under foot 
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every veflige of refinement, wherevet they carried their conquefi}; ; 
and it lay in ruins till it was rebuilt by Charlemagne, who 
made it the feat of his Empire on this fide the Alps. i^By him it 
was ordained, that tlie Kings of the Romans fliould be crowned 
there: and it has been famous, fince that time, for Councils and 
Treaties, particularly that famous one between France and Spain 
in 1663, and another lately between France and Great Britain. 

Although there are many Protefirants, both Lutherans and 
Calvinifts, in this city, they are obliged to go to church two 
miles off, at a place called Vaels, in the Dutchy of Limburg ; fo 
that Popery prevails with fomc portion of its intolerance. Here, 
as in all other places fubjedt to its . power, it has raifed the 
Gothic gloomy pile, accumulated enormous mafles of wealtli, 
and hoarded up treafures, under the gulling pretexts of religious 
paraphernalia: a golden calkct, fet with precious ftones of inefti- 
mablc value, is hoarded up, not for the adual value of the move- 
able, but as the only fit receptacle for a relique it contains-— a curi- 
ous one, too, of even its kind — a bit of earth !— A bit of earth ? 
yes ! a bit of earth, common earth ! — only with this fortunate 
circumftance in addition, that a drop of the blood of Saint Ste- 
phen feU, or is faid to have fallen, upon it, as he was floncd to death! 
think of that, mafler Frederick! Why, when thofe things occur 
to me, I feel myfelf agitated by a whimfical tumult of fenfations, 
ferious and ludicrous, forrowful and merry, that it is impoflible to 
deferibe— fbmething like that ftatc in which the fjnrits flutter 
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when a perfon whimpers between a laugh and cry. But, to carry 
the matter farther, when we recolleft that fome of the wifeil and 
brighteft^jjf Mankind, fome of the bravcft W ariors, ftern^d Phi- 
lofophers, and ableft Statefmen, that ever exifted, have been the 
dupes of thofe fhallow artifices, andaftually h.r-x knelt in devout 
homage to thefe bits of earth, bone, fli ks and ftone. See. we muft 
allow that it anfwer. a great and nuble end, by p^>x.:*^ing out to us 
the infirmity of our iiaturc, and flaowing us, to ufe the words of 
one of our brighted luminaries, ‘ ‘ what fhadows we are, and what 
flaadows we riirfue!” 

We have already had and are likely yet to have, fuch a clumfy 
load of Cathedrals to attend to, that I mould not mention that of 
Aix-la-Chapellc (a large, gloomy, dreary, old-fifliionca, L.rtliir 
pile), were it not that it carries along with it fom' niaiters worthy 
of notice. What think you, then, of an Emper or, a Pope, and 
three hundred and fixty-five Bifliops, in one corrnjany? Oh ‘ 
precious afl'emblage ! But where, I he ir you afk — where, in the 
name of God, collctft the Bifliops ? a Pope and Emperor are eafily 
had ! My dear Ereokrick, three hiindrcd and fixty-five Bifliops 
might eafily be picked up in Chridendom, and leave more behind, 
too, than would ierve u.ny ufcful purpoi'e to the world. — Yes, the 
Emperor Charlemagne, and three hunared and fixty-five 
Bifliops, were prefent at the Confecration of this Cathedral by 
Pope Leo the Third. That Emperor lies now in great ftate 
under the altar of the choir: Pope Leo rots in Rome; and for 
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the Biihops, they are gone, perhaps, as Hamlet fays, “ to ftop a 
beer barrel.” — 

i,)l C>‘SAR^ dcHil, and turn’d to day, 

Mignt ft- .p a hole, to keep the wind away.” 

From luch IpluntliJ and opnlcn: attendance at the Confe- 
cration, one would naturally expedl iha. this Cathedral would 
have been, at thevtiy Dutfet, enricla d wi^^h coftly and valuable 
trappings: but no — one image 'tf that of Liege woul I purcliu.w 
the whole. It lliould be recolledled, however, that they w.re all, 
excepting the Emperor, Churchmen-- a dafs, whofe charity, gc- 
nerallv fpeaking, has, like a nng, neitbe end nor beginning ; or 
at li-aft ends and Ixgii;- in itfelf, where nobody can fee it ,; or, ac- 
cording to the Old proverb, begins at home. 

To compeniate, however, for thofe worldly, worthlcfs vanities, 
gold, filver anu iew'ds, His Holinefs, and their three hundred 
and f vty-hvc Cnices, pufented the Cathedral with fomc exqui- 
htc pieces of reiiquc, of more iiteftimabk value, by their account, 
than the mines of Potoli or Golccnda : the firft, an old covering 
—it would be folly for me to fay, whether gown, petticoat or 
(liift — but they, mat is to fay, the Priefts, lay, and the Faithful be- 
lieve them, that it was the lliift worn by the Virgin Mar v at the 
birth of Christ — how their HolinelTes came by it, is hard to 
conjefture : — in the next place, a piece of coarfe cloth, which, 
they alfo fay, and are believed when they fay, was girt about 
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Christ on the Crofs : — thirdly, a piece of cord, with which they 
fay he was bound : — fourthly, fome of the blood of Saint Stephen, 
now eighteen hundred years old : — and, fifthly, a pidture of the 
Virgin and Child, enibofled on a jafper, by Saint Luke. With 
all due deference to their Reverences’ knowledge, I fliould tliink 
a dozen ftatucs in gold of the Apoftles would be rather a more 
valuable gift, and more ornamental, than thefe rags and cords, 
which I dare fay did not coft altogether fix pence. We talk here 
of our blue ribbons, our red ribbons, and our liars, as great do- 
nations ; but I think the prefents of the Pope and three hundred 
and lixty-five Bilhops to the Catliedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, beat 
them out of the field, whether we confider the magnificence of 
the gift, or the generofity of the givers. 

But that which, above all things, renders ALx-la-Chapellc 
worthy of notice, is the falubrity of its waters, which bring from 
England, and all other European Nations, a vail concourfc of va- 
letudinarians, who contribute at once to the gaiety and opulence 
of the city and adjacent country. Some of thofc waters are ufed 
for drinking, and others for bathing, refembling very much, in their 
quality, the virtues of thofe of Bath in Somerfetfliire, but that fome 
of them are ftill hotter and ftronger : they are unpleafant to the 
tafte till ufe reconciles the palate to them, and moft of them have 
a very offenfive fmell ; but they are often powerful in effed, and 
give relief in a great variety of maladies j and they are rendered 
Hill more palataUe by the commodious neatnefs of the baths, the 
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excellence of the accommodations, and the great plenty of provi- 
lions, which are at once good and reafonable in tliis city. 

I ftaid fo fliort a time at Aix-la-Chapelle, that I could not, 
without the aid of fome of the miracles wrought by the Saints of 
the Romiih Church, or Sir John Mandeville, acquire a fuffi- 
cient knowledge of the People, to attempt a defeription of them, 
or their manners — but it and Spa are fo well known, that you 
cannot have much trouble in finding a defeription of them already 
written. 

As far as my obfervations enabled me to judge, there was no- 
thing in the German charadler that had the power either to create 
interefi, or excite great attention.— They are rather to be approved 
than admired ; and, wanting thofe prominent features that fo whim- 
iically chequer other Nations with the extremes of bad and good, 
majeftic and ridiculous, afford little fubjedt to the traveller for tlie 
indulgence of fentimental refledtion, or to the philofopher for the 
exercife of moral fpeculation. 
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LETTER XVII. 


Bidding adieu to the famous city of Aix-la-Cha- 
pclle, which, very untravellcr-like, I paffed without drinking of 
its waters, I puihed on, and foon arrived at the city of Juliers, the 
capital of a Dutchy of that name, fixteen miles from Aix. The 
Country itfelf is wonderfully fruitful, teeming with abundance of 
all forts of corn, wood, pafture, woad, coal and cattle ; above all, 
a moft excellent breed of horfes, of which great numbers arc ex- 
ported. 

As to the city, though a capital, there was nothing in it that 
I thought worth attention — that of neatnefs is its greatefl: prail'e. 
It is not, like Liege, overloaded with enormous church edifices ; but, 
what is much better, the People are opulent, the Poor well fup- 
plied, and all happy. In all likelihood, this is owing to the 
inhabitants being a mixture of Proteftant and Roman Catholic j for, 
by a treaty between the Eleftor Palatine and the Emperor of Bran- 
denburg, refpefting the fucceflion of the territories of the Duke of 
Cleves, both the Lutherans and Calvinifts of this Dutchy, and of 
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JJerg, are to enjoy the public exercife of their religion, and all 
other religious rites. 

If experience would allow us to wonder at any thing in the 
management of the Rulers of Nations, it mull furcly be matter of 
aftonilhment, that in an article of fuch confequence as eternity, 
and which muft be direcfted by private fentimcnts alone, fuch vio- 
lence fhould fyftematically be offered to opinion, and that Mankind 
fhould be dragooned, as they have been for fo many w'cary cen- 
turies, into the profeffion of particular modes of faith. Combating 
opinion by force is fo abfurd, that I am fure thofe who have at- 
tempted it, never could flatter themfelves with the flightcfl hopes 
of fuccefs. It is therefore clear, that it was in motives very dif- 
ferent from real wifhes for the eternal welfare of Man’s foul, that 
religious perfecution originated. Political finefle and State ftratagein 
are the parents of perfecution : and until every Conflitution is clean 
pturged of religious prejudices, it mufl continue to be clogged with 
obftrudtions, and inv> Ived in confufion. If it be objedted that certain 
religious fedls are hoflile to certain States, it may be anfwercd, that 
they arc fbbecaufe the State is hoflile to them. Ceafe topcrfcfute, 
and they will ceafe to be hoflile — Suhlata caufa tollitur eJj'cClus. 
It is folly, broad folly, to fuppofe that there are in any particular 
religion, feeds of hoflility to government, any more than in any 
particular name, complexion, ftature, or colour of the hair. Put, 
for experiment, all the men in the kingdom, of above five feet ten 
inches heigth, under lefts and difqualifications, (and it would be 
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full as rational as any other tells) — and, my life for it, they would 
become hoftile, and very juftly, too; for there is no principle, 
human or divine, that enforces our attachment to that Government 
which refufes us protedlion, much lefs to that which brands us with 
difqualifications, and ftigmatifcs us with unmerited mai'ks of infe- 
riority. 

The States of this Dutchy, and that of Berg, confift of the No- 
bility and the Deputies of the four chief towns of each ; and they 
lay claim to great privileges in their Diets~but they are fubjeil to 
the Eleftor Palatine, to whom they annually grant a certain fum 
for the ordinary charges of the Government, bclides another which 
bears the name of a free gift. 

Some Authors fay that this town was founded by Jui i u s ; others 
deny it; the difpute has run high, and is impoflible to be deter- 
mined : fortunately, however, for Mankind, it does not lignify a 
draw who built it ; nor could the dccilion of the queftion anfwer 
any one end that I know, of inftrudtion, profit or entertainment. 
Parva /roes capiiint animos. Thole who rack their brains, or 
rather their heads, for brains they can have none, with fuch finical 
impertinent inquiries, Ihould be punilhed with mortification and 
difappointment, for the mifufe of their time. But what elfe can 
they do? You fay. Why, yes; they might fit idle, and refrain from 
walling paper with fuch execrable ftuflT; and that would be better. 
By the bye, if there were two good fi-iends in every library in 
Europe, licenfod to purge it, like the Barbar and Curate in Don 
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^ixottc, of all its ufelcfs and mifchievous fluff, many, many fhclvcs 
that now groan under heavy weights would fland empty. 

Travelling over a very even road, and a country extremely flat, 
(for from Aix^a-Chapelle I met with but one hill), I arrived at 
Cologne, the capital, not only of the Archbifliopric of that name, 
but of the Circle of the Lower Rhine. My fpirits, which were not 
in the very befl tone, were not at all raifed on entering the city, 

by the ringing of Church-bells, of all tones and fizes, in every 
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quarter. Being a flranger, I thought it had been a rejoicing day; 
but, on inquiry, found that it was the conllant pradlice. Never, 
in my life, had I heard fuch an infernal clatter: never before had I 
feen any thing fo gloomy and melancholy — the flreets black — 
dilinal bells tolling— bald-pated Friars, in myriads, trailing their long 
black forms through the flreets, molding their faces into every 
Ihape that art had enabled them to affume, in order to excite com- 
mifer.uion, and begging alms with a melancholy fong calculated 
fi;r tlie j)urjiofe, fomewhat like that of our blind beggars in Lon- 
don, and produdlive of the fame difagreeable effect upon the f])irits. 
In fliort, I was not an hour in Cqlogne, when thole circumflances, 
confpiring with the infuperable melancholy of my mind, made me 
wifli m^felf out of it. 

Nevcrthelcfs, Cologne is a fine city j and if it be any fatisfadlion 
to you to fpin thofe fme imaginary ligaments that, in the brain of 
the book- worm, connedt the ancient and modern 'world, I will 
inform you, that it was anciently called Cdonta Agrippina, becaufe 
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Ag Ripn N A, the mother of NEBiO, was bora there, and honoured it 
with a Roman CoJony, becaufe it was her birth*prace. The mind, 
forced back to that period, and contemplating the mifehi^ of that 
monfter Nero, cannofhelp wifoing that Cologne had been burnt 
die night of her birth, and Mifs Agrippina buried in the ruins, 
ere Ihe had lived to give, birth to that foourge of the world. 

Although the eftablHhed religion here be the Roman Catholic, 
extraor<hnafy as it may appear, they are very jealous of power; 
and though the Eledor, .by his officers, adminifters juftice in all 
criminal caufes, they will not permit him, in perfon, to refide above 
three days at a time in the city, nor to bring a great train with 
him when he vifits it; for this rcafon he commonly refides at 
Bonne. 

Cologne has a very confiderable trade, particularly in Rhenifli 
wine; and its gift is reckoned the beft in the vvorld, and bears a 
higher price than any other in all the Nations of Europe. 

Like all great Roman Catholic cities, it hasa profufion of chur^ 
ches, crofles, miracles, -feints, and church trinkets; and I really 
think it has more ftecples and bcHs than any two cities in Germany. 
As Liege was called the Paradife of Priefts, this ought to be called 
the Golgotha of Skulls and Skult-caps. In the church of Saint Ur- 
sula, they fliew, or pretend at leaft to ihew, the bones of eleven 
thoufand Virgin Martyrs. The ikulls of fome of thofe imaginary 
Virgins are in filver cafes, and others in ikuU-caps, of cloth, of 
gold, and velvet. And in the dmrch of Saint Gerion, are no lefs 

than 



( *07 )' 


than nine hmwircd heads of Mooriih Cavaliers, of the anny of the 
Emperor Constantine, (prevails lo that Saint’s converfion to 
ChrhHanity), who they &y was beheaded Jbr refufmg to ^orifice 
to idols: by the bye, the Popith Divines bdfn, iiiftead of beheading, 
for not facrifidng to idols— Every one of tbofo heads, however, 
has a cap of fcarlet, adcwocd with pearls. The whole forms afpec- 
tacle, no doubt, equally agreeable and edging. It ilruck me, 
however, as an extremely ludicrous %ht, malgre the folemnity 
of fo many death’s heads: and when riwar ftory was recounted, I 
could not help internally chuckling, and laying (rather punningly, to 
be furc), “Ah I what ilockheadt yc muft have been, to fuffer your- 
felves to be feparated from your fnug warm bodies, rather than 
drop down and worlhip an idol, in which fo many good Chriftian 
Divines have fliewn you an example!” This, you will conclude, I 
faid to myfelf: an avowal of my fentiments in that place might have 
given my head a title to a fcarlet cap and pearls j and as I had feme 
further ufe for it, I did not think it expedient to leave it behind 
me in the Church ofSaintGEKiON — fo, very prudently, kept my 
mind to myfelf. 

Coming out of the Church, a multitude of beggars, all in ca- 
nonicals, or ftudent’s habits, furrounded, befeeching me for alms — 
one, pour I’amout dc Dieuj another, pour I’amour de la Sainte 
ViergCj a third, pour Ic lalut de notre Redcmptcurj a fourth, 
pour I’amour de Saint Geridnj and fo onl 
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When I had gone as far as I wilhed in donations, another attacked 
me: though I told him my charity-bank was exhauftcd, he pcrfc- 
vered, and was uncommonly folicitous — till at length, having cx- 
haufted the whole catalogue of Samts that are to be found in the 
Calendar, he raifed his voice from the mifcrable whine of petition, 
and exclaimed with great energy, “ Par les neuf cent tetes des 
Cavaliers Maures qui font fandlifies au Ciel, je vous conjure de me 
Ikire raumonel” This was too formidable an appeal to be 
flighted; and fo, in homage to the flculls and red caps, I put my 
hand in my pocket, and Hopped his clamours. 

Thofc miferable modes of peculation are the mofl pardonable 
of any' produced by the Church: we have no right to regret a trifle 
facrificed at the Ihrine of compaflion, even when that companion 
is miflakenj but our reafon revolts at impofition, when it calls 
coercion to its aid, and aflfumes.thc name of right. 

Without any national prediledfion, which you know I am 
above, I think our Church affairs in Scotland arc arranged upon a 
better fyftem than any other that I know of: hence their Clergy 
are in general examples worthy of imitation, for learning, piety, 
and moral condudt. 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Laboured inveftigations to eftablilh conncdlions be- 
tween the hiftory of the ancient and bulincfs of the modern world, 
and virulent difputes about trifles of antiquity, fuch as in what year 
this place was built, or that great man was born, when and where 
Julius CAiSAR landed in England, whether he pafled this road 
or that, what route Hannibal took over the Alps, and fuch like, 
are fo eflentially uninterefting, ufelcfs and unimportant, fo unpro- 
fitable, and, one would think, fo painful too, that it is wonderful 
how fo many men of great learning have been unwife enough to 
employ their lives in the refearch. 

It does not follow, however, that when information that tends to 
recall to our minds the great men of antiquity is prefented to us, we 
fhould rejedt it. A man of claflical tafte and education feels a de- 
light in thofc little memorials of what gave him pleafure in his 
youth. I know a Gentleman, who, being at Seville, in Spain, tra- 
velled to Cordova, for no other purpofe but to fee the town where 
Lucan and Seneca were born: and I dare lay, thatif you were 
at Cologne, you would be much pleafed to fee the Town-houfe, a 
great Gothic building, which contains a variety of ancient inferip- 
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tioiisi the fifft to commemorate the kindnofe of Jonira C:«sar to 
the Uhii, who inhabited this place, and of whom you have ibund 
mention made by him in his Commentaries, and alfo his building 
two wooden bridges over the Rhine: & fecond commemorates Av- 
cns.TiTS fending a col^y here. There is alfo a crois-bow of 
whalebone, twelyc-feet long> eight broid, and four inches thick, 
which they who i][)eak of it ctmje^re to have belonged to the 
Emperor M'aximin’s, There arc aMb iome Roman inferiptions 
in the arfenah the import of which I now forget. 

It is very extraordinary# but Certainly a fad, that there arc, about 
Cologne, femilies yet exiftipg, who indul^ the fenfelcfs ambition 
of pretending to be defeenefcd from the aiicient Romans, and who 
adually produce their genealogies, carried down from the firfr time 
this city was made a colony of the Roman Empire. Of all kinds 
of vanity, this is perhaps the mofr extravagant: for, if antiquity 
merely be the objed, all arc equally high, fince all muft have ori- 
ginated from the fame frockj and if it be the pride of belonging to 
a particular family who were diftinguilhed for valour or virtue, a 
claim which often only ferves to prove the degeneracy of die 
claimant, it could not apply in the cafe of a whole People: Injt this 
is among the frailties of humanity; and we are often fo dazzled 
with the fplcndour of terrefrrial glory, that we endeavour to be 
allied to it- even by the mofr remote and ridiculous connedions, ,I 
heard of a man, whofe pride and boaft, when dlrunk, was« that 
Dean Swift had once thrown hh mother’s oyfters (flic was an 
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<^fter-*wcndi) about the ftreet, and then gave her half a crown ds 
an atonement for the injury. On, -the ih«ngth of this affinity did he 
call the Dean nothing hut €ou^ ydadtim, though the Dean was 
dead before he was born ! ’ 

But of all the ftorie^ I have ever heard as illuftrative of this 
forange ambition, that which the late Lord Ansoiii has left us is the 
moft ftriking'f When that great otan was travelling in the Eaft, he 
hired a veffol to vifit the iffiuid of Tenedos : his pilot, a modern 
Greek, pointing to a bay as they foiled along, exclaimed in great 
triumph, ** There, ay, there it was that our fleet lay.”~— >“ What 
flect?’^ interrogated Anson— Why, our Grecian fleet, at the 
flege of Troy,- ’ returned the pilot. . 

While .tliofc doughty defeendants of the ancient Romans in- 
dulge the chccrlefs idea of their great and illuftrious line of ancient 
anccllry, the, Prince who rules them felicitates himfelf with the 
more fubftantial dignities and emoluments of his modem offices. As 
Eledor and Archbifhop of Cologne, he has dominkui over a large, 
fruitful and opulent country : he is the moil: powerful of the ec- 
clefiaflical Elcftors; he has. many Suffirag^ Princes, lay and fpi- 
ritua], under him •, and he is Archchancellor of the Holy Roman 
Empire. The revenues of his Archbilhopric amount annually to 
one hundred and thirty thoufond poua^ flerling; and as Elector, 
he iapoflefled of feveral other great benefices. I prefume, becaufe 
he is a Prince, that he is a nun of fonfo; and, 1 will venture to 
fay, that, as fuch, he would not barter thofe good things for the 
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power to demonftrate that Locretia was his aunt, Brutus his 
grandfather, and the gr«t Julios Caesar himfelf his coufm- 
german. . . . ^ 

Christ chofe his difciples out of fifhermen., 'iTje Chapter of 
Cologne is, perhaps, on the contrary, rfie very naoft Ariftocratic 
body exifting, being compofed of forty Canons, who are Princes 
or Counts of the Empire-— Of thofe, twenty-five choofe the 
Archbifhop, and may advance one of their own body to tliat 
great and wealthy dignity, if they pleafo'. 

V From Cologne I proceeded to the town of Bonne, which is 
faid to take its name from the plcafantneft of its fituation. 
Here the Eleftpr refides, and has a very fine palace. The coun- 
try around is extremely firuitfol and pleafant, and is blefifcd with 
moft of the good things which render the Rich magnificent and 
happy, and remind the Poor of their inferiority and wretchednefs— 
particularly wine, vyhich is here remarkably excellent. It con- 
tains Churches, Priefl's, Convetits, Cioillers, &c.; but I need not 
mention them — what place could exift without them ? 

I iliould not forget to tell you, that, at this place, Julius 
C.«SAR built one of his bridges acrofs the Rhine — works which 
would have handed down to pollcrity the name of a common man, 
for the magnitude of the fitrudurc and ingenuity of the contrivance, 
but are loll in crowd of aftbnilhing talents which dilHnguiflied 
that brighteil of mortals. The greatell Biographer of Antiquity 
lays of -him, that he was as great a General as Hannibal, as 
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great Orator as GieE,R.o, aodas great a PeJi^cian as Augustus j 
but ft raight be added, that he was am,Qijg the hrft Poets of his 
day— ^that he was of the firft tncqhanfcal, g9,^tts, and the fiueft 
gentleman, in Korae. 

Nature fceifis toihave formed, in C^SAJt* a compcndio^s.union 
of all human talents, as if to demonftrate how unavailing they were 
when oppoied to Ifeid figid honefty and virtue m the ehara<Stcr 
Brutus. 

To go from Bonne to Frapkfoit, there are two ways — one 
over the mountains of Wettcrania, the other op the river Rhine. 
I made no hefuatipn to adopt the latter, and rewarded for my 
choice with the view of as, fine a ijouiitry, inhabited by as fine a 
race, of People, as I had eyer feen. Valleys /filled with, herds, plains 
enamelled with eorn-ifields, .aJ?d the hills covered with viqeynrds, 
regaled the eye, and cooyeyed^ to tlie mind all the felicitating ideas 
of plenty, natural opulenpe, ,md true prosperity. My anxiety, 
however, to get fortyard, and difengage myfelf from a fpecies of 
folitude in a country where, though travelling is cheap, accommo- 
dations of moft kinds in the public houfes are bad, induced me to 
pufli on, without takmg the time neceflary for making accurate ob- 
fervations on the country as I paiTed j fo that, gliding, as it were, 
imperceptibly, through a number of towns, of which I recolleft 
nothing diftindlly but the names of Coblentz and Mentz, I arrived 
at the great, free and imperial city of Frankfort on the Maine. 
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Here lihall flop, for a fhorttime, my relation, In order to give 
you time for juft refleftion and examination of what I have already 
written : and as, in the latter part of it, I have Ikimmed very 
lightly over the country, I defire that you will fupply the defi- 
ciency of my information by clofe rcfearch in books j inform your- 
fclf of the great outlines of the Germanic Conftitution ; look back 
to its origin, its ptogrefs, and its eftablillrment ; thence proceed to 
the diftind parts, or inferior States, of which' it is compofed ; pon- 
der them all well i and from' thofe draw your own inferences, and 
let me hear what they stre with freedom : ftiould they be wrong, 
I will endeavour to fet them right ; but fhould they be right, they 
will afford me the rhoft lively fatisfaftion } for they will ferve to 
eorreft one of the greateft errors under which youth labours — an 
overweening, fanguine imagination, that things in this life are, or at 
leaft can be modelledinto perfedion j whereas experience, and a juft 
obfervation of the hiftory of Mankind, will fhew, that on this ball 
things will never be ai flicy ought, but muft remain as they are — 
imperfed. 
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LETTER XfX. 


^ The country about Frankfort is delightful, rich and 
fruitful, and watered by the beautiful river Maine, which divides 
the city into two parts, that on the North being called Frankfort, 
and that on the South, Saxenhaufcn, from the Saxons, tvho are fup- 
pofed to have been the founders of it. The city itfelf is large, 
populous and rich, and diftinguhhed for being the place where the 
Emperor and King of the Romans is clc<5ted — though, by the ap- 
pointment of Charlemagne, Cologne has a fuperior claim to 
that honour. The Magiftrates, and great part of the inhabitants, 
arc Lutherans or Calvinifts j notwithftanding which, moft of the 
Churches are in thcJhands of the Roman Catholics — a laudable 
inftance of the true tolerant fpifit of a wife and virtuous inili- 
tution, and a heavy rcfieftion upon, as well as a noble example to 
the Popifti Powers of Europe. 

The territory belonging tO Frankfort is of very confiderable 
extent j and the tr^e carried on through it, by means of the 
rivers Rhine and Mayne, of very great importance, not only to 
the country itfelf, but to other commercial nations, and particularly 
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to Great Britain, whofe manufadtures are fent to Frankfort, and 
thence circulated through the Continent, in amazing quantities. 

The fairs of Frankfort are talked of all over Europe — of fuch 
importance are they in the world of commerce. They are held, one 
at Eafter, and another in September, and continue for three weeks, 
during which time the refort of people there from all quarters is 
aftoniihing. Every thing is done by the Government to fender 
them as attradtive to Merchants «ts poffiblc ; and the taxes or duties 
are extremely low — a bale of the value of ten or twenty thoufand 
crowns paying duty only about ten or eleven j>ence of our money. 
All commodities from all parts of the world are fold there, and 
birculated through the Empire j but, particularly, books are fold in 
prodigious quantities. After the fairs are over, the /hops of the 
foreign Merchants are fliut up, and their names written over their 
doors. 

To give an idea of the great importance thefe fairs are to com- 
merce, I need only mention, that in the prefent war, the 
impediments thrown by the French in the way of the tranlit 
of goods up the Rhine, and the ihutting up that fair, gave a 
moft alarrhing. paraljrfiis to the manuiadburing eftablifliments of 
England, and a Ihock to public credit in confequence, that would, 
but for the timely interfetimdfe Parliament, have, in alb pro- 
bability, been iatal to the national credit. 

Franlcfort is in many refpedts a pleafant place : the Merchants 
are extremely convivial and fociable* and form clubs, where they 
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meet to drink tea and coffee, and play at cards. There is a play- 
houfc alfo, a great number of coffcc-houfes, and other houfes of 
entertainment in abundance. The country around is covered with 
woods and vineyards; and the circumjacent yillages are very plea- 
fant, and well fupplied with houfes of entertainment, to which 
the inhabitants of the city refort in the Summer feafon ; and the 
inns in Frankfort are excellent. 

A lingular cuftom prevails here, which I think worth mention- 
ing : Taverns are denoted by pine-trees planted before the doors 
of them ; and the different prices of the wines m their cellars are 
marked in ciphers on the door-pofts. 

In the town here is prefented the original Golden Bull, or 
Pope’s Authority, which contains the rules and orders to be ob- 
ferved at the election of the Emperors. This Golden Bull is never 
Ihewn to ftrangers but in the prefence of two of the Council and 
the Secretary — It is a little manufeript in quarto, cofilifting of forty- 
two leaves of parchment, with a gold feal of three inches diame- 
ter, of the value of twenty duckets, hung to it by a cord of yellow 
lilk. It is faid to be written in Latin and Gothic charadlcrs, with- 
out diphthongs; and kept in a black box, together with two written 
tranflations of it into the German language. 

It is faid of Frankfort, that the Roman Catholics poffefs tlie 
churches, the Lutherans the dignities, and the Calvinifts the riches. 
It is therefore one of the few places in Chriftendom where the 
churches and the richcvs do not go into the fame hands. 
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From Frankfort to Augiburgh, I paflcd Ihrough ■a number of 
towns, all of them fo Very inconfiderahle as not to merit any par- 
ticular defcription. The way lies from the P^atinate through the 
Circle of Suabia. Irf the extreme end of the Palatinate, and im- 
mediately bef re entering the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, the country 
is covered with’ fir-trees j and money is fofcarce in it, that a loaf 
of wheaten bread, weighing eight pounds, cofts but two pence. 

The city of Auglburgh is the capital of a Bilhopric of that 
name in -the Circle of Suabia, and is worthy of the attention of the 
claffical traveller for its antiquity. About twelve years before the 
birth of Christ, Augustus C^^sar fubdued all this country, 
and, on the place where Auglburgh now ftands, formed a colony, 
gave the town the name of Augufta Vindelicorum, and put it under 
the government of Drusus, the brother of Tiberius, afterwards 
Emperor of Rome. The inhabitants of this place were the Vindelic, 
a branch of the Illyrians. But, ancient though it be, it has little 
more of antiquity to entitle it to notice than the bare name ; for it 
has been pillaged fo often, particularly by that monfler Attila, 
that there are fcarccly any remains of its antiquity to be found. 

Auglburgh is now, however, a handfome city — the public 
buildings in general magnificent, and adorned with fountains, water 
engines of a curious conftruSioh, arid ftatues. 

The moft rich and fplendid part of the town -belongs to a 
family of the name of Fuogers (originally defeended from a 
weaver), who enriched thcmfelvcs by commerce, and one of whom 
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rendered not only hffifelf, but the whole family, confpicuous, by 
entertaining the Emperor Charles the Fifth in a fupdrb manner, 
and fupplying him with money, and then throwing his bond into 
the fire; in return for which, the Emperor made him a Count of 
the Empire. 

This city is remarkable for goldfmiths’ ware j and its mecha- 
nics are equal to any in the world, for works in gold, ivory, clocks, 
and time-pieces ; and they engrave better than any people in Ger- 
many, which brings them confidcrable profits. But what they 
are, above all other people, eminent for, is the manufafturing 
fteel-chains fo prodigioufly fine, that when one of them, of a fpaii 
in length, has been put about the tieck of a flea, it lifts up the 
whole of it as it leaps ; and yet thofc are fold for lefs than, a ftiil- 
ling of our money a piece. 

Controverfy, and difference in religions opinions, which has 
almoft, ever fince the commencement of Chriftianity, difgraced 
the human underftanding, and defoced focicty,. impofes upon the 
liberal, well-thinking traveller, the office of fatirift btit too often. 
Augfburgh, however, is a fplendid exception, and holds up a moft 
glorious fpediacle of manly fenfe, generous fentiment,,juftice, and 
I will fay policy too, vanquiibing that fhark-jawed enemy of Man- 
kind, bigotry. The Magiftracy of Augfburgh. is composed of 
about an equal number of Proteftants and Roman Catholics — their 
Senate confifting of twenty-three Roman Catholics and twenty-two 
Lutherans, and their Common Counpil of a hundred and fifty of 
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each ; The executive power i? lodged in the Senate — the legiOa- 
tive authority in both bodies. But, what is hardly to be found 
any where, they all, as well as the People, agree together in the 
raoft perfect harmony, notwithftaading foe difference of religion j 
and at all tables but foe Communion table, they affociate together, 
dip in the fame diih, and drink of foe fame cup, as if they had never 
heard of the. odious diftiridion ofPapiftandProteftant, but as being 
•bound to «ach other by the great and irrefragable bond of huma- 
nity ; fellow-creatures, affeded by, foe fame feelings, impelled by 
the fome paffions, labouring under the fame necefoties, and heirs 
to the fame fufferings, their means of alTuaging foe one, gratifying 
nr rcfifting another, and fuppiying the third, arc foe fame, though 
chequered and varied a little in the mode— the road alone, dif- 
ferent, the ends alike. Is it not cruel, then — is it not intolerable, 
that the calamatics infeparaUe from humanity foould be -aggravated 
with artificial flings, and the nakednefs of human nature expofed, 
and rendered more offcaliyc, by feditious calamities of human con- 
trivance ? Curfed were'-thofe who firflfomentcdfoofedifputes, and 
call thofe apples of diicord through the world : blind were focy 
' who firft were feduced from the paths of peace by them ; and more 
curfed, and more blind, mull they be, who, 4n this time of.intel- 
led and illumination, continue, pn.the one hand, to keep up.a fyf- 
tem fo wicked and fo detoffeble, or, on the other, to fubmit to 
error at orice fo fixdifh and fo fotal. 
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LETTER XX.' 


PoR the rcafons mentioned in my lall, Augfburgh is 
a mofl: agreeable place to live in. Touched with the fenfations 
natural to a man who loved to fee his fellow-creatures happy, my 
heart expanded to a fyftem of peace and harmony, comprehending 
the whole globe : my mind expatiated invpluntarily on the bleflings 
and advantages derived from fuch a fyilem ; and, taking flight from 
the bounds of pradicability, to which our feeble nature is pinned 
on this earth, into the regions of fancy, had reared a fabric of Uto- 
pian mold, which, I verily believe, exceeded in extravagance the 
works of all the Utopian architeds that ever conftruded caftles in 
the air. 

Hurried on by this delightful vifion, my perfon paid an invo- 
luntary obedience to my mind j and the quicknefs of my pace in- 
creafing with the impetuofity of my thoughts, I found myfelf, 
before I was aware of it, within the Chapel-door of the Convent 
of the Carmelites. Obferving my error, I fuddenly turned about, 
in order to depart, when a Friar, a goodly perfon of a man, elderly, 
and of a benign afped, called me, and, advancing towards me, 
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afkcd, in terms of politenefs* and in the French language, why 
I was retreating fo abruptly^ — I was confufed : but truth is the 
enemy before whom confufion ever flies •, and I told him the whole 
of my miftak'e, ahd the thoughts ircim which they arofe. 

The good father, waving further difeourfe on the fubjed, but 
wit|i 3 fmilc wMch I thought carried a mixture of benevolence for 
mj^Jf, and contempt for my ideas, brought me through the 
Church, and fhewed me all the curiofitics of the place, and par- 
ticoJarly pointed out to me, as a great curiofity, a fun-dial made in 
^ form of a Madoana, the head enriched with rays and flats, and 
in the hand a feeptre which marked the hours. . 

' Quitting die Chapel, ^d going towards the Refedlory, the Friar 
flood, and, locking at. me with a fmilc of gaiety, faid, “ 1 have yet 
fbmething to &eW;ycM, which, while L^y Madonna marks the 
time, will help us to pafe it ; and* as it will, its way with 
more force and fubtlei^ to your fcnfcs than thofe I have yet fhewn 
you, will be likely to be longer retained in remembrance.” 

He fpokc a few words in German, which -Of courfe I did not 
underfland, to a vilion bearing the lhape of a human creature, who, 
I underflood, was a lay-.bfothe.r ; and, turning down a loftg alley, 
brought me to h» cell, where we were foon fidlowed by the 
aforefaid lay-brother, with a large earthen jug of liquor, two 
glafles, and a plate with fome delicately white bifeuit. 

*• You mull know,” faid the Friar, “ that the Convent of Car*- 
melites at Augfburgh has for ages been.fomed for beer unequalled 
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in any part of the World ; and I have brought you here to have 
your opinion-^-for, being an Engliihman, you muft be a judge, 
the Britons being femed for luxury, and a perfed knowledge of 
the fcavQtr •ohre.” He poured otit, and drank to me : it looked 
liker the cleareft Champaigne than beer — I never tailed any thing 
to equal it j and he ieemed highly gratified by my cxprelhqns of 
praife, which I laviihed upon it, as well from politenefs, as regard 
to truth. 

After we had drank a glafs each, I have been refledling,” 
faid the Friar, “ on the fingular flight of £^cy that direded your 
fleps into this Convent — Your mind was difeaied, my fon ! and a 
propitious fuperintending Power has guided your fleps to a phy- 
fician, if you will but have the goodnefs to take the medicine he 
offers.” . .f 

I flared with viflble marks of ailonifhmcnt. 

“ You are furprifed,” continued hcj ** but you fhall hear ! 
When firfl you difclofed to me thole fickly flights of your mind, I 
could on the inftant have anfwcrcd them ; but you are young — 
you are an Englifliman*-— two charaftefs impatient of reproof : 
the dogmas of a Prieft, I thought therefore, would be fufliciently 
difficult tobedigefted of ikemfelves, witlroutany additional diftafte 
^caught from the chilling auftcrity of a Chapel.” 

I looked pnintentibnally at the earthen jug, and fmlled. 

" It is very true,” faid he, catching rry very inmoft thoughts 
from thc' expreflion of my countenance-— it is very true ! good 
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do^rinc imy, at certain times* and with certain perfons, be mofc 
cficdually enforced under the cheering influence of the focial board, 
than by tlie authoritative declamation and formal fandtity of the 
pulpit; nor am I, thougJh a Caraielite, one^oftliofe who pretend to 
think, that a thing in itfejf good, can be made bad by decent hila- 
rity, and die aniihation plothiced by a moderate and wife ufe of the 
goods of this csifth.” 

I was aftoniihed — . r 

** You fell into a reverie,” continued he, <*. produced by aeon- 
tcmplation of the Happinefs of a fociety exifting wiAput^ydiffer- 
ence, and where-.iao human, breath fliould be wafted 'on *a figh, no 
car tortured with a groan, no tears to trickle, no griefs or cal^ities ^ 
to wrliig the heart/’ 

Yes, hither!” catching the idea with my forme? 

enthufiafm; "that would be/ my wilh— that my greateft, firft 
defire,” . 

" Then feeft thou,” interrupted he, ** the extent of thy wifli, 
fuppofc you could realize it,, which, thank God ! you cannot.” 

" What! thank Goo that I canneu? are thefe your thoughts?” 

Yes, my fon; and ere Madi^hai marks the progrefs often 
minutes with her fceptre, thcy will he your’s too.” 

" Impoflibic!” 

" Hear me, my fon 1— Is> not death a horrible precipice to the 
view of human creatures?” » 
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" AlTuredly,^’ faid I — “ the moft horrible: human laws declare 
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that, by reforting to it for punifliment, aS the ultimatum of all 
terrible inflidlions.” ‘ • ' . 

“ When, then,” faid he, “ covered as we we with mifery, to 
. leave this world is fo infupportablc to the human refledlion, what 
muft it be if we had nothing but ]oy and felicity to tafte of in this 
life? Mark me, child!” faid he, with an animated zeal that gave 
an expreffion to his countenance beyond any .thing I had ever feen : 
“ the miferies, the calamities, the hcart-rendmgs, and the tears, 
which are fo intimately interwoven by the great Artift in our 
natures as not to be feparated in a lingic-inllance, arc in the liril 
placelbur fecurity of a future ftate, and in the next place ferve to 
Hope the way before us, and, by gradual operation, fit our minds 
for viewing, with fome fort of fortitude, that hideous chafm that 
lies between, us and that ftate — death. View thofe miferies, then, 
as fpecial ads of mercy and-commiferation of a bcneficicnt Creator, 
who, with every calamity, melts away a link of that earthly chain 
that fetters our wifties to this difmal world. Accept his blefiings 
and his goods, when he fends them, with gratitude and enjoyment: 
receive his aiHidiona, too, with as joyous acceptance, and as hearty 
gratitude. Thus, and not otherwife, you will realize all your Uto- 
pian flights of defire, by turning every thing to matter of cornfort, 
and living contented with difpenfations which you c^not alter, and, 
if you could, would moft certainly alter for the worfe. 

I fat 
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I fat ablbrbed in rcliedlilon — The Friar, after feme paufe, 
proceeded — 

Errors arlfing from virtuous di^o/itions' and the love of our 
fellow-creatures, take their cotnplexion from their parent motives, 
and are virtuous. Your wifeies, therefore, my Ion ! though erro- 
neous, merit regard, smd, I truft, will receive it from that Being 
who fees the recclies of the heart j and if the truths I have told you 
have not failed to* make their way to your underftanding, let your 
adventure of to-day impreis this uiufesi^Ue maxim on yqar mind— 
fo liiaitod is fo imperjfeft m. hi?, uMure, that the extent of his 
virtue borders on vice,,, »r^ the extent of his wiidom on error.” 

t thought he was ih^ed j and, juft as he got to the laft 
every organ of mine was opened to take in his words. 

“ 'Tis well, roy fon!^’ laid he — “ I perceive, you like my 
dofrrine : then (changing his manner of fpcaklng, his exprcffive 
countenance the whole time almoft anticipating his whole words) 
take fomc more of it,” laid he gaily, pouring out a frcfti glals. 

I pleaded the fear of inebriety— -“ Fear not,” laid he; “ tlie beer 
of this Convent never hurts the intellcd:.” 

Our converfation contimaed tiU near dimnec-timej foe I was fo 
delisted, I fcarcely knew how to fiiatch oayfelf away; fueh- a 
happy melange of piety and pfoafeotsy, grave wildom and humour, 

I had never met. At length, the Gonvent-bdli tolling, I rofc : be 
took me by the hand,3nd» in atone of the moft complacent admo- 
nition, laid, Remember, my child! as long as you live, remember 
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the Convent of the Carmelites j and in the innumerable evils that 
certainly await you if you are to live long, the words you have heard 
from old Friar Augustine will afford you comfort,” 

“ Father!” returned I, “ be affured I carry away from you 
a token that will never fuffer me to forget the hofpitality, the 
advice or the politenefs of the good father Augustine. Poor as 
I am in natural means, I can .make no other return than my good 
wifhes, nor leave any impreffion behind me : but as my efteem 
for you, and perhaps my vanity, make me wilh not to be forgotten, 
accept this, (a fcal ring, with a device in hair, which I happen- 
ed to^ve on my finger) j and whenever you look at it, let it 
reniMf you of one of thofe, I dare fay inhumcrablc, inftances, in 
which you have contributed to the happinefs and improvement of 
your fellow-creatures.” 

The good old man was aftedted, took the ring, and attended 
me to the Convent gate, pronouncing many bleflings, and charging 
me to make Augfburgh my way back again to England if poffible, 
and take one glafs more of the Convent ale. 


LETTER'- 
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LETTER XXL 


Leaving Augfburgh, I travelled .through Bavaria a 
long way before I reached the Tyrol County, of the natural 
beauty of which I had heard much, and which I therefore entered 
with great expedtations of that fublime gratification the beauties of 
Nature never fail to afford me. I was not difappointed; ifteed, 
my warmeft expedlations were exceeded. 

The firft thing that ilrikcs a traveller from Bavaria, on entering 
it, lb the fort ofCherInk, built between two inacceffible rocks whicli 
feparate Tyrol from the Billiopric of Freifingen. So amply has 
Nature provided for the fecurity of this Country againft the in- 
curfion of an enemy, that there is not a pafs. which leads to it 
that is not through feme narrow defile between mountains 
almoft inacceffible ; and on the rocks and brows of thofe pafles, 
the Emperor has conftrudled forts and citadels, fo advantageouJdy 
placed, that they command all the valleys and avenues beneath- 
After a variety of windings and turnings through mountains 
of Rupendous height and awful afpedt, I began to defeend, and 
entered the moft delightful valley I had ever beheld — deep, long, 

and 
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and above a mile in breadth — furrounded with enormous piles 
of mountains, and diverlified with the alternate beauties of nature 
and cultivation, fo as to form an union rarely to be met with, 
and delight at once the eye of the farmer, and the fancy of him 
that has a true tafte for rural wildnefs. From the heights in 
defeending, the whole appeared in all its glory; the beautiful 
river Inn gliding along through it longitudinally, its banks 
ftudded with the moft romantic little villages, while a number 
of inferior ftreams were feen winding in different courfes, and 
haftening to pout their tribute into its bofom. 

Here I felt my heart overwhelmed with fenfations of tranl- 
port, Vhich all the works of art could never infpire: here 
Nature rullied Irreliftible upon my fenfes, and, making them 
captive, exaded their acknowledgment of her fupremacy : here 
vanity, ambition, lufl: of fame and power, and all the tinfellcd, 
gaudy, frippery to which habit and worldly cuftom enflave the 
mind, retired, to make way for fentiments of harmony, purity, 
fimplicity, and truth : here Providence feemed to fpeak in language 
moft perfuafive, “come, filly Man, leave the wild tumult, thcend- 
lefs ftruggle, the glittering follies, the falfe and fpurious pleafures 
which artifice creates, to feduce you from the true — dwell here — 
and in the lap of Nature ftudy me Here, oh ! here, exclaimed I, 
*in a tranfport which bereft me, for the time, of every other confi- 
deration, here will I dwell for ever. The charm was’ too finely 
Ijjun, to withftand the hard tugs of fad ; and all its precious 
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delullons vanifhed before a hoft of -gloomy truths— deranged 
affairs — family fir off, with the diffancc daily increafing — the 
hazards and the hardfhips of a long untried journey — and thcEafl 
Indies, with all its horrors, in the rear. I hung my head in for- 
row ; and, offering up a prayer to proted' my family, flrengthen 
myfejf, and bring us once more together in fome fpot heavenly as 
that I palled through, was proceeding on in a Hate of dejedion 
proportionate to my previous tranfports, when I was roufed by my 
poftillion, who, pointing to a very high, fteep rock, delired me 
to take notice of it. I did fo ■, but feeing nothing very remarkable 
in its appearance, afkcd him what he meant by direding my at- 
tention to it — He anfwered me in the following manner, which, 
from the fingularity of the narrative, and his ftrange mode of telling 
it, I think it would injure to take out of his own words : I will, there- 
fore, endeavour, as well as I can, to give you a literal tranflation of 
it ; and, indeed, the impreflion it made on my memory was fuch, 
that, I apprehend, I fliall not materially differ from his words : 

“ You muff know. Sir, (for cveiy one in the world knows it), 
that all thefe mountains around us, arc the abodes of good and evil 
fpirits, or Genii — the latter of whom are continually doing every 
malicious thing they can devife, to injure the people of the country, 
— fuch as leading them aftray — fmothcring them in the fnow — 
killing the cattle by throwing them down precipices — nay, when 
they can do no worfe, drying up the milk in the udders of the 
goats — and, fometimes, putting between young men and their 
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fwccthearts, and flopping their marriage. Ten thoul'aiid eurlci 
light upon them ! I fliould have been married two years ago, and 
had two children to-day, but for their fchemes. In lliort, Sir, 
if it were not for the others — the good ones— who arc always 
employed (and the bleffcd Virgin knows they have ejiough on 
their hands) in preventing the mifchicfs of thofe devils, the wholc 
place would be deftroyed, and the country left without a living 
thing, man or goat !” 

Here I could not, for the life of me, retain my gravity any 
longer, but burft, in fpite of me, into an immoderate fit of laugh- 
ter, which fo difconcertcd and offended him, that he fullenly rc- 
fufed to proceed with the ftory any farther, but continued marking 
his forehead (his hat off) with a thoufand crofles, uttering pious 
ejaculations, looking at me with a mixture of terror, diflrufl and 
admiration, and every now and then glancing his eye afkance to- 
ward the hills, as if fearful of a defeent from the evil fpirits. 

My curiofity was awakened by the vt-ry extraordinary com- 
mencement of his narrative j and I determined, if poffible, to hear 
it out : fo, alTuring him that I meant nothing cither of flight or 
wickednefs by my laughter — that I had too ferious ideas of luch 
things to treat them with levity— and, what was more convincing 
logic with him, promifing to reward him for it — he proceeded 
with his floiv as follows : 

“ Well, Sir, you fay you were not fporting with thofe Spirits — 
and fortunate it is for you : at all events, Saint John of God be our 
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guide, and bring us fafe to Innfpruck . J uft fo the great M a x i m i l i a n 
was wont to laugh at them i and you fliall hear how he was pu- 
niflied for it— and that was the ftory I was about to tell you. The 
Emperor Maximilian, that glory of the world, (he is now in the 
laj) of the bJelled Virgin in Paradife), once on a time, before he 
was Emperor, that is to fay, when he was Archduke, was always 
laughing at the country people’s fears of thofe fpirits — and an old 
I'ather of the Church forewarned liim to beware, led; he fliould 
fuftcr for his ralhnels : fo one day he went out hunting, and at the 
loot of that mountain a mod beautiful Chamois darted before him;: 
he diot at it, andmilTed it — (the fird (hot he had mifledfor many 
years, which you know was warning enough to him)— however, 
he followed, diooting at and milling it, the animal danding every 
nowand then till he came up within diot of it : thus he continued 
till near night, when the goat difappeared of a hidden, and he 
found himfelf buried, as it were, in the bowels of the mountain : 
he endeavoured to find his way out, but in vain ; every dep he took 
led him more adray, and he was for two days wandering about, 
Christ fave us ! in the frightful hollows of thofe mountains, living 
all the time on wild berries : on the fecond night he beth&ught him- 
felf of his want of faith, and of the faying, of old Father Jerome; 
and he fell on his knees, and wept and prayed all night ; and the 
Virgin heard his prayers, he being a good man, and, above all, 
an Emperor — God blefs you and me ! we Ihould have perifiied — 
In the morning, a beautiful young man, drelTcd in a peafant’s habit. 
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came up to him, gave him viduals and wine, and defired him to 
follow him, which he did, you may be fure, joyfully— but, oh 
blefled Virgin ! think what his furprife muft have been, when, 
getting again into the plain out of the mountain, the young man 
difappeared and vaniflied all of a hidden, juft at the foot of that 
fteep rock which I fliewed you, and which ever fince goes by the 
name of the Emperor’s rock — You fee what a dangerous place it 
is, and what dangerous fpirits they muft be that would not fpare 
even the holy Roman Emperor. In my mind, the beft way is to 
fay nothing againft thofe things, as fome faithlefs people do, and 
to worflaip the Virgin and keep a good confcience, and then one 
will have the lefs to fear.” 

By the time he had ended his narrative, we were in fight of 
Innfpruck, when I annoyed and terrified him afrelli, by laughing 
immoderately at the end of bis ftory— but attoned in fome mea- 
I'ure for it, by giving him half a florin. 

On inquiring at Innfpruck, I found that Maximilian had 
aftually loft his way in the mountain, and had been conduded out 
of it by a peafant, who left him fuddenly ; the reft was an exag- 
gerated tiitetionary tale, arifing from the fuperftitious fears of tlic 
country people. 
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LETTER XXII. 


I N all Nations under Heaven, and at all times lince the 
Creation, there have been men formed to make a noife in the 
world — to increafe or impede, todired ordifturb, the calm, fober 
progrefs of focial life — and, in the eagernefs and violence of their 
efforts to reach the gaol of fuperiority, overturn or thruft out of 
their ordinary path the reft of Mankind, till either tliey provoke 
againft them a general confpiracy of their fellow-crcaturcs, or, 
till reaching the point of their purfuit, they become elevated ob- 
]c&$ of homage and admiration. Such men are generally com- 
pofed of great materials for rnifehief: — having ftrong natural talents 
and violent ungovernable fpirits ; according to the diredtion thefe 
get, they are harmlefsormifchievous — but, like morbid matter in the 
animal fyftem, if not let loofe by fome channel or other, jhey never 
fail to difturb the whole economy of the body they beflng to, and 
produce fatal confcquences to it and to themfelves : Colonial pof- 
feflions have, therefore, in fome views, been of ufe (as America 
formerly to England) to draw off thofe dangerous fpirits, who, 
though they arc in times of peace better at a diftance, in times of 
war are found to be the tougheft finews of a Nation. 
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Tlic county of Tyrol, fuch as I have defcribed it, formed by 
Nature for the relidence of the Sylvan Deities, rich in the pro- 
duds of the earth, tlie people contented and happy, and the whole 
the region of peace; manufadures, the firil root of low vices, and 
commerce, the great inftigator of war, have fcarcely been able to 
fet their feet there : hence it happens, that there is no channel 
through which thofc exuberant fpirits I have alluded to can take 
their courfe, or expand their force. Home, therefore, is no place 
for thofc of the Tyrolcfe, who are curfed or blcfled (call it wliich 
you pleafe) with thofc very combuflible qualities ; and they are 
obliged to roam abroad in f;arch of opportunities of difcinguilhiiig 
themfelves, giving vent to their fpirits, and manifclfing their ta- 
lents. They are found, therefore, fcattered all over the Cemti- 
nent : ajid as it rarely happens that opportunities occur in life of 
lignalihng fuch talents in a dignified line, rather than be idle they 
do what they can, and apply to chicaneiy as a v/ide and appro- 
priate field for their genius and vigour to work on — the emigrant 
Tyrolefc are, therefore, by mofl: Nations of the Continent, rec- 
koned among the mod expert and accomplilhed fharpers in the 
world — tlie people, however, who remain at home, arc of a 
different charader — they arc, generally fneaking, tall, robufl and 
vigorous; the women drong, and very fair; and both fexes ex- 
hibit a very pleafing mixture overman phlegm ancfltalian fpright- 
linefs ; or, to fpeak more properly, they are a mean betwcefi thofc 


two extremes. 
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Innfpruck> though a fmall city, is handfomc and agreeable, 
ftanding in a very beautiful valley, furroimdcd with mountains, 
which, while their lower parts are well cultivated, arc capped 
on the tops with peiennial fnow. The caftle formerly the re- 
fidencc of the A.:fh ia;< Princes is lately and magnificent, adorned 
within with fine painting..; /id decorat,'d witliout by natural and 
artificial fountains, fiatucs. nleafant ganlms. g-oves, walk.'i and 
covered galleries, leading to five di'ii rcr,t Churchc;. 

Let me not ,u"get the Churches! in a chapel of 
the Francifean Churv.h, tlicreisai, ini:n;e of ’'.e "gi.i jVIa r v 
as bigas the life, of folid filvtr, with 'tuny •.)■.li;; ■ ’ ..g- ■, ^ jints 

of the fame metal. If fome of thole li'vcr L' i.n s vane trans- 
ferred to Paris, 1 fear titeii divinity would not f/vc- them rrom the 
hands of the facrilegious Convention, ( ‘ijc thing, lu/»vcver, L 
well worth the attention of travellers, particularly thofc who wilh 
to wipe away the fins of a dcceafed friend, and get them a d 
reft pafiport to happinefs — This Francifivi i.’hurcb is hcM to bc 
oneof the moft fitcred and venerable in the world, on account of the 
indulgences granted to it t/ Icveral roj’cs; fothat one fijigle Mats 
faidinit, is declared to ’'c fufticient to deliver a foul from the pains 
of purgatory. When we tonfidcr the great and important extent of 
their power in that refpedt, wc c i mot wonder if they had all the 
Saints in the Calendar, and the Virgin Mary to boot, in folid 
filver, even of the fize of the Colollus at Rhodes. 

Hall, the fecond city in Tyrol, lies one league from Innfpruck: 
it is famous for its falt-w'orks, and for a mint and filver mines, in 

which 
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which feven thoufand men, women, and children, arc conftantly 
employed. 

At a royal palace and caftlc called Ombras, lying at equal diilance 
from Innfpruck and Mr ll, tlierc is .m arfenal, iamous for a prodi- 
gious colIecUon of curiolitics, fuch as medal . p; ccious ftones, fuits 
of armour, and llatiu of fevcral Princcsou horfeback, in luei old rich 
fightingaccoutrcmeni: ; brfidesgreal variety of military ipoils andtro- 
phies taken by the Ih ufe of Anllria ; in particular, a ftatue ol I' R an- 
cis the Fiiil and his horlc. i'.if as they we*‘e taken at the battle of 
Pavia, and to o ot': ..1 ; urkiib Ba/luws, with the coftly habits 
and aj.*pui;i','Tu :ito vii'i which they were taken, cmbellifhed with 
;;okl, fil'-cr, and pret ions ftones. But, above all their curiofities, 
the inoit extraordinary is an oak ineio'dng the body of a deer: this 
laid, hi'\vc\ cr unacLOuncabk, is faft; ^nd equals, I think, any of the 
wonders in the mctamorpJiofcs of Ovid. ^ 

Leaving Innlpruck, I proceeded on my journey, and foon entered 
into the mountain. , wr.ieh are there of a terrible height — I was 
the bell part of a dav alcending them: as I got near the top, I was 
Ihewn, by inj, driver, the fpot where Ferdinand, King of Hun- 
gary, and the Emperor Chart.es the Fifth, met, when he returned 
from Africa, in the year It i.s marked with an infeription 

to that cited, and has grown into a litih; village, w’hich, from that 
circumflanoc, hears the name of the Salutation. 

Although this mountain, called Bremenberg (or Burning-hill)» 
is covered with fnow for nine months in the year, it is inhabited 
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to the very top, and produces corn and hay in abundance r at the 
higheft part there is a poft-houfe, a tavern, and a chapel, where 
the traveller is accommodated with frefli horfes, provifions, and, if 
he choofes, a mouthful of prayers — I availed myfelf the two 
firft; but the latter being not altogether in my way, I declined it, 
for which I could perceive that I was, . by every mouth and eye in 
the placci conligned to perdition as a Heretic. 

Juft at this fpot there is a fpring of water which fsdls upon a 

rock, and divides into two currents, which, at a very fmall dif- 

tance, afttmae the appearance, and, in fa<ft, the magnitude too, of 

very large rivers. The mountain is fometimes difficult to pafs, 

fometimes abfolutely imprafticable — was fortunate, however, in 

this refpc<ft; for I got over it without any very extraordinary delay, 

and on my way was regaled with the moft delicious venifon that 

I have ever tafted in my life ; it was faid to be the fleffi of a kind of 

* 

goat. ' 

-Although it is but thirty-five miles from Innfpruck to Brilcn, 
I was late when I reached the latter; and as it contained nothing 
worth either the trouble or delay attending the fearch of, I fet out 
the next morning, and, travelling with high mountains on one fide, 
and a river all along upon the other, arrived at a town called Bol- 
fano, in the Biftiopric of Trent. The country all along was 
thickly inhabited, and the mountains perfectly cultivated and ma- 
nured even to their higheft tops. On entering the valley of Bolfano, 
I found the air becoming obvioully frvect, delightful and temperate; 
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the vineyards, and all the trees and ihrubs, olives, mulberries, wil- 
lows and rofes, &c. all of the moll lively green, and every thing 
marking the moll luxuriant vegetation. 

Bolfano is a fmall, but extrenacly neat and plealant town— but 
nothing I faw about it pleafed me fo much as their vineyards, which 
are planted in long terraces along the lides of the hills, and are 
formed into the moll beautiful arbours, one row above another. 

From Bolfano to Trent, is fifiy-onc miles, a good day’s journey: 
almoll the whole of it lies through the Talley of Bolfano, a moll 
fruitful and pleafant— -indeed, delightful, roadi, which made the 
day's journey appear to me much Ihortcr thanit really was. 

Perhaps no part of the habitable globe is, within the fame com- 
pai jitively fmall compafs of earth, fo wonderfully diverlified by the 
hand of Nature in all her extremes, as that through which I have 
jull carried you. There, under almoll the fame glance of the eye, 

4 

were to be feen the llupendous, the rugged, the favage, and the in- 
accelTible — the mild, the fruitful and the cultivated. . Here, tlie 
mountain capped with perpetual Ihow, gradually falling in blended 
gradations of lliadc, far beyond the reach of the artift’s pencil, into 
the green luxuriant valley j and there, the vineyard, the olivaiy, and 
the rich corn-field, buflli»g;at once ftom rugged rocks and inaccef- 
fible ^nefies: the churlifii afped of the tyrant Winter for ever 
prowling on rhe-moun tain’s head above— perpetual fpring fmiling 
with all her fafcinating charms in the plains below. Such feenes 
as thefe would bafilc all efforts of the poet’s pen or painter’s 
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pencil : to be conceived, they muft be feen. I fliall therefore 
clofc my account of them with a ftrong recommendation to you, 
that whenever you travel for improvement, you go through the 
County of Tyrol, and there learn the great and marvellous work- 
ing of Nature. 


LETTER XXIIL 


Perhaps the Teamed unwife men of the world, 
Who fpend their lives poring after impoffibilities, have never met 
with a more copious fubjeft of puzzle-pated enjoyment than the 
derivation of the names of places. In all difputed cafes on this 
fubjed, the utmoft within human reach ip conjedurei but the joke 
of it is, that, fortunately for Mankind, the certainty of it would not 
be of a fingld button advantage to them, even if it could be ac- 
quired’ by their fearch. Dodor Goldsmith, in his Citizen of the 
WorUy has thrown this matter into high ridicule; and I recom- 
mend it to your pemfal, left this ihadow of literature fliould one 
day wheedle you from more refpedable purlliits. Trent has 
aftbrded vaft eXercife to book-worm conjeftures in this way j for, 
while feme pronounce it to be derived from Tridentum, and 
. for 
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for this purpole will have it that Neptune was worfhipped there, 
though fo far from the fea — others claim the difcovery of its 
derivation from Tribus Torrentibus, <m: three frreams which run 
there. Now, as to the firft, exclufive of forcing Neptune all 
the way from the Gulph of Venice to their temples, I cannot find 
any fuch fimilarity in the found of Trent and Trident to warrant 
the inference; and as to the Tribus Torrentibus, they might 
as well fay that a primmer or hornbook was found there, and 
that thence it was derived from the Alphabet, fince the fame 
analogy fublifted between them, namely, that the letters t,r,e,n,t 
are to be found in both. But, in the name of God, what fignifies 
what it was called after? Its name is Trent; and if it had been 
Putney, or John o’ Groat’s houfe, the town would be neither the 
better nor the worfe, nor the treafures of literature fufrer any 
defalcation fi'om the difference. ' 

The Bifhopric of Trent is about, fixty miles long, and forty 

; 

broad — fertile, and abundant in wine, oil, fruit and pafture — and 
plcafant, the beautiful river Adige meandering through the 
whole of it from North to South. The inhabitants are bigoted 
Roman Catholics — you will the Ici^ wonder, tlren, that the Biihop 
ihould have fi> extenfive a Principality, and an annual revenue of 
forty tbouland crowns. 

As I receded from Ge;^any» and advanced towards Italy, I 
found the air, the perfons and the manners of the People, to dif- 
play a very great difference, and to refemble thofe of the Italians 


more 
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more than thofe of tJic -Germans. 'Hiough Popifh bigotry be 
pretty ftrong in many parts of Germany, it no where there affumes 
the gloomy, deteftable afped that it does in Italy. 

And now, fince I haye happened to mention the charaiters of 
thofe two People, I may as well, once for aU, more particularly 
as we are got to the verge of both, give you them in full; in both 
which I am warranted in faying^ that all who know the two will 
agree with me. 

Perhaps contrail: was never more perfedly exemplified than in 
a comparifon between the Germans and Italians ; and that contrail 
fti^cs more forcibly arid fiiddenly in paffing from one Country to 
the other, than it would in/o fhort a fpacc between any two Peo- 
ple exifting. The Italians, jealous, revengeful, treacherous, difiem- 
bling, fervile, vicioiK, fanguinary, idle and fenfual. The Germans, 
on the contrary, openj^ good-natured, free from malice a:id fubtlety, 
laborious, fincere, honeft and hofpitable— ancl, with thofe valuable 
qualities, properly complahant. & happy is the charader of this 
People, that to be Geiman-hearted has long been a phrafe figni- 
fying an honeA man who hated ^ffimulation; and their hofpitality 
was, even in the days of Julius Caesar, remarkable; for we 
learn from him, that their houfes were open to all men — that 
thc;^ thought it injufticc to affrom a traveller, and made it an 
ip-tiale of their religion to proted thofe who ca«te under their 
roof. Did not intemperance ip eating and drinking detrad from 
their virtues, no Peopte on earth would bett comparifon with 
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them for intrinfic worth, and particularly for integrity in deal- 
iOg* 

The city of Trent, though not very krge in circumference, is 
populous. The high mountabs which furtound it, fubjeft it to 
all the inconveniences of heat and cold — rendering the air excef- 
lively hot in Summer, and extremely cold in Winter; befides which, 
they expofe the town to dreadful' inundations: — the torrents that 
defeend from the mountains being fometimes fo impetuous as to 
roll lafge pieces bf rock with them into it, and having feveral times 
laid the whole place wafte. 

There are in Trent many ftately Palaces, Churches dnd religious 
houfes. The only one, however, that I will particularize, is that 
of Saint Mary Major, noted for a prodigious large organ, which 
can be made to counterfeit all forts ofmuiical inflrutnents, together 
with the linging of birds, the cries of feveral beafts, and the founds 
of drums and trumpets, fo exactly, that it is difficult to difUng^ifh 
between the imitation and the reality. To w‘bat an end fuch an 
inftrument fhould be fet up in a place of worfhip, I am at a lofs to 
divine, unlcfs it be to add to the rich, ufelefs lumber that fills all 
thofe of Popilh Countries. 

But that which diftinguifhes this Church ftill further, is, that 
it is the place where the famous Council of Trent was held, con- 
cerning the Reformation, at which four thoufand perfons of a 
public charadler. Laymen and EcclefiaflicS, affilled. This Council 
fat eighteen years before it did any thing:' but at laft the Pope 
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contrived to get the afcendant; and, after debating and deliberating 
ib long, not only the Proteftants, but even the German and French 
Nations, refufed to receive its decrees, Certain of the Clergy, 
finding the aicendancy that the negociation of the Pope was getting 
in this council, laid^that the Hdy Ghoft had been fent there from 
Rome in a cloakbagi 

Trent once b(»fted a curiolity-*-which indeed ftill remains, 
though out of ufe — that, I think, would be found ferviceable in 
ihoft towns in Chrillcndom, and elfewhere too, and particularly at 
Bath, and fuch places. It was a tower on the river Adige, into 
which the ftream was condu(fted, for the purpofe of drowning fuch 
of the Clergy as were convided of having been too familiar with their 
neighbours’ wives and daughters ! 

The People of Toent , fpeak promifeuoufly, and indifferently, 
both the German tod Italian languages ; but whether well or not, 

I was not adept enough to. difoover. 

' My next ftage wasBaffano, a town in the territory of Vincenza 
in Italy, fituated ^ the end of t, very long narrow valley. It is 
watered by the river Brcnta, which walhcs that very rich, fertile, 
ferenc,. healthy and plentiful (fiftrid of Italy, fo celebrated for its 
admirable wines, as well as for its fine pafturc-grounds, rich corn- 
fields, tod prodigious abundance of game, cattle, and mulberry- 
trees; from all which it is called the Garden and Shambles of 
Venice. 
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The next day I arrived at an early hour at Venice, the defcrip- 
tion of which I fliall not injure by commencing it wth the mutila- 
ted fragment of a Letter, and fliall therefore pollpone it to my next. 

Thus, my dear Frederick, have I, in order to prefervc the 
unity and order of my progrefs, brought you through Germany 
with a prccife regularity, that, if I was not wifhing for your im- 
provement, might be difpen/ed with — yet have left much, very 
much indeed, untouched, in the confidence that you will yourfclf 
have the induftry to find it out. 

1 confefs, my dear boy, that I have often, as ,I wrote, detected 
myfelf in excurfions from the road into moral reflection- — but I 
could not flop : your improvement was my objeCh in undertaking 
the bufinefs ; and I could not refrain from endeavouring to incul- 
cate fuch lefibns as the ’progrefs of the work fuggefted, and as 
imprelTcd my mind with a conviction of their truth and utility. 

You mufl; have obferved, that there are two topics on which 
I dwell very much— one. Liberty — the other, an abhorrence 
of Bigotry and Superflition . But, before I proceed further, I mult 
call to your remembrance what I have often faid, that by Liberty 
I do not mean that which fome people now give that name to — 
nor do I mean Religion when, I fpeak of Bigotry j for true 1/iberty 
is frill more incompatible with Anarchy than with Delpotifm, and 
Superfrition is the greatefr enemy of Religion. Let the firfr objeCt 
of your heart and foul be true Morality — the next, rational Liberty : 
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but remember, that the one is not to be found independent of Re- 
ligion, nor the other ever to be enjoyed but under the reftraining 
hands of wholefome laws and good government. — fuch as England 
now boafts. 

In' thefe times, when human opinion is aftually polled on the 
two extremes of political judgment, I know, that to fpeak ration- 
ally, is to incur the cenfure of both, or to be, as Pope fomewhere 
fays, “ by Tories called a Whig, by Whigs a Tory But I care 
not — I fpeak my opinion with the fair face of independence ; nor 
would Icruplc to tell the King of Prussia my hatred of Defpo- 
tifm, or the Convention of France my abhorrence of Anarchy — 
between both of which the true and genuine point of Liberty lies ; 
and England, thank Gob 1 draws tlie line. 


LETTER XXIV. 

As I approached Venice, I was much delighted with 
its appearance. Its ftately fteeples and noble buildings feemed as 
if juft emerging from the fea, and floating on the furfece of it and 
it required no great ftretch of fancy to imagine, that it undulated 
with the agitated waves of its pafent the Adriatic. On all the fur- 
rounding coafts, nature and art feemed to have vied with each other 
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in pouring the gi-eateft profufion of their gifts, while tlioufands of 
mails, fcattered like forefts over the furrounding bays, denoted that 
Venice j not content with her own, lhared in the wealth and 
luxuries of other climes. 

It is indeed difficult to conceive , a more extraordinary and 
plealing appearance than this city makes at a diftance, whether 
you approach it from the fea or from the continent. Built not 
like towns in Holland, where immenfe moles and walls puffi the 
fea forward, and encroach on his dominion, it Hands on piles 
erected in the fea j and tlie foundations of the houfes almoH touch- 
ing the water, gives it the appearance of floating on its furface. 
The ftecples are feen at fea at the diftance of thirty miles; and the 
profpedl becomes more beautiful the nearer it is approached — 
prefenting in many views the profpetft of floating iflands. 

To ered a city thus upon the water, while fo many thoufands of 
acres ftand unoccupied, at firft fight feems extraordinary — but all 
thofc great and ftrange deviations from the ordinary patli prefented 
by Nature, have their fource in neceffityj and it is not till long- 
after the neceffity has been firft lamented, and afterwards obviated, 
that experience comes into aid, and demonftrates, that, from her, 
fecurity and utility have often afifen. Thus .it is with Venice, 
whovjfortified by her local fituation (the effort of neceffity), fits 
fecure, and bids defiance to the world. 

The place where Venice now ftands, is fuppofed to have been 
formerly a marfliy ground, on which the Adriatic Sea had gradu- 
ally encroached, leaving the more elevated parts of it above 
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water, and thereby forming a vaft number of little illands, hence 
called Laganes: on thofe the hihermen of the neighbouring 
fhores built their huts; and when Italy was invaded by the Goths 
under Alaric, and afterwards by that barbarous race, the Huns, 
under Attila, both of whom fpread ruin and defolation wherever 
they came, vaft numbers of people from the circumjacent fliores 
of the Adriatic, particularly from Padua and Aquileia, fled hither, 
and brought along with them immenfc wealth. Here they laid 
the firft foundations on fevcnty-two difUndl little iflands, and cer- 
tainly with huts, of a city which afterwards ftood aJmoft foremofl 
in the naval and commercial world: as thofe iflands were built 
upon, and became over-peopled, they gradually pulhed forward 
their piles, and built upon them again, till the whole became one 
vafl city, extending to many more of thofe iflands beyond the 
original ieventy-two. 

As it was indebted, in a great meafure, for its rife and im- 
portance to the commerce of the Eaft, which then was carried on 
by way of the Red Sea and Alexandria, when the paflage by the 
Cape of Good Hope was difeovered, that trade declined, and Venice 
declined gradually along with it. 

It is amazing, what an extent of territory and accumulation of 
power the Venetians once poflefled. Befides their prefent pos- 
feflions, which comprehend the territories of^adua and Verona* 
the Vincentine, the Brefeians, the Bergamafes, the Cremafeo, the 
Polefin of Rovigo, Marca Trevigiana, the Patria del Friuli,, and 
Iftria, they had under their dominion the iflands of Rhodes, 
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Scio, Samos, Mytilene, Andros, Candia, the Morea, and the cities 
of Gallipoli and Theflalonica: befides which, they, in conjunftion 
with France, took Conftantinople, and remained for feme time 
mailers of that part of the Empire j and difputed the dominion of 
Sclavonia, Croatia, Morlachia and Dalmatia, with the Kings of 
Hungary, and contended with the Genoefe for the empire of the 
fea : but of a great part of thefe, and their other conquells, they 
have lince been llripped, almoll entirely, by the Turks. 

As to the government of Venice, I lhall not enter into any 
particulars of its hillory — It is called a Republic, and was once a 
Democracy. The name remains, while that which gave it is 
gone. It is, certainly, now a downright Arillocracy — the pri- 
vilege of lifting in the great Council being confined to the Nobi- 
lity; and the Doge, under the name of Head, being no more than 
a gaudy Have, loaded with fetters: yet, fuch is the idle fondnels 
of Man for fuperficial pomp, that this office is fought after with 
avidity; for though his power be fmall, his Hate is very Ijplendid. 
Hence it is faid, that the Doge of Venice is a king in his robes, 
a fenator in council, a prifoner in the city, and a private man out 
of it ; and what is more extraordinary, is, that though he may be 
depofed, he cannot relign — nor even decline the office, if he be 
once chofen, without expollng himfelf to banilhment, and his 
efledls to confifeation. 

'I’he ellablilhed religion of this State is the Roman Catholic ; 
but the Venetians are not bigots, and rejcdl the fupremacy of the 
Pope. Jews, Armenians, Greeks, and Prot-cllants, are allowed the 
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cxercife of their religion there } and, provided they do not inter- 
meddle with date affairs, of which they are extremely jealous, 
even their Priefts, Monks and Nuns, may take almoft any liberties 
they pleafe — a privilege that you may be affured is not neglected 
by any of them. 

As few places have excited greater admiration and attention 
than Venice, fo none have been more copioufly deferibed by tra- 
vellers, every one of whom may, when he returns to his native 
country, give a very accurate account of the public buildings, 
curiofities, paintings, &c. by only tranflating the book given to 
him by his Valet de Place, or Cicerone, on his arrival there — It 
is certain, Venice abounds with all thofe, particularly paintings i 
but I had not the time minutely to inveftigate ; nor fliould I have 
the inclination, if I did, to deferibe fuch tkings : they are open to 
you in many well written volumes, which I recommend to your 
perufal. Such tlangs, however, as ftrike me for their novelty, 
or difference from thole in other places, I will, as well as I can 
recollect them, give you an idea. of. 

To their local fituation thej owe their fecurity — feparated 
from terra firma by a body of water of five miles in breadth, too 
deep to be forded, and too lhallow for veficls of force to pafs j and 
on the other fides, by fcattered fhallows, the channels between 
which are marked out by flakes, which, on the appearance of an 
enemy, they can take awayj they bid defiance to hoflile army or 
navy, and have not been reduced to the neceffity of eredting walls 
or fortifications for their defence. 
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The firil peculiarity that ftrikes me, as arifmg immediately from 
their living, I may fay, in the fca, is the total exclufion of all fort 
of carriages ; for thofe ftreets that are on firm ground are extremely 
narrow and crooked? and on moft of the canals, fo far from having 
a quay on either fide to Walk on, the water comes up to the doors 
of the houfes ? fo that walking is but little known, for they get into 
a boat off their threflrold, and their firft ftep out of it again is, ten 
to one, on the threfliold of another. This circumftance, though in 
fome refpefts it has its ufes, is, in others, extremely difagreeable, 
as well as injurious ? for, though thofe who have occafion to labour 
have a fufficiency of cxercife, thofe whofe condition exempts them 
from labour, and who, therefore, in all other countries, refort to 
artificial labour (cxercife) for the promotion of health, are here en- 
tirely cut off from all fuch means of it as we pHadtife, having nei- 
ther hunting, {hooting, riding, bowling, &c. &c. nor can they have 
them, unlcfs they go to the Continent fat them. The chief amufe- 
ments of the Venetians are referved for the Carnival time, which 
commence about a week after Chriftmas, and which, therefore, T 
could not fee ? but, from the concurrent teflimony of all travellers 
and the People themfelves, als well as from the evidence of my own 
obferyation on the manner's of the People, I am well warranted in 
faying, are feftivals of debauchery, riot ind Ikentioufncfs. This is 
a fubjedl on which I am, neverthdefs, difpofrd to believe, that 
more has been faid than truth will bear out— yet, a hare flatement 
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of the truth would> I fear, bear hard enough upon the moral cha- 
rader, or at Icaft the piety, of the Venetians. 

That mafquerades are the very woril fchools of vice, the private, 
anecdotes of the beau monde even in England might fuffice to de- 
monftrate — That courtezans are found loft to all fenfe of modefty 
and common decency, the ftreets of London afford nightly proofs 
— Therefore, that mafquerading (which is the chief amufement 
of the Venetians) fliould cloak many crimes, and that their courte- 
zans ftiould be fhamelefs and their women lewd, is no fuch wonder, 
feeing, as we do, thofe things in this Northern clime but we 
may, without any illiberality, fuppofe, that, from phyfical caufes 
of the moft obvious kind, they are carried to a greater extent there 
than here : though one of die moft enlightened and amiable of all 
travellers fays it would be hard to be proved, yet, with deference 
to him, 1 think it may be rationally fuppofed. 

There is an adive principle in the mind of Man which will not 
fuffer it to reft ; it muft have fomc materials to work upon. Men, 
enlightened by fcicnce, have within themfelves a fund, and can 
never want food for contemplation ; but the many, in thofe hours 
when a fufpenfion of labour or wordly bufinefs drives them 
to expedients for the employment of their time, are but too prone 
to leave the mind to the guidance of the fenfes, and to cogitate on 
vice till they wifti to pradife it. Hence that homely but true fay- 
ing, “ Idlcnefr is the root of all evil.” In England we have a 
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rariety of expedients which the Venetians want, whofe minds being 
befides naturally more vivid, are more prompt to give a loofe to 
the warm illufions of fenfual fancy. Thus prepared, they meet 
the Carnival, when every thing confpires to give circulation to 
indulgence ; and when thofc operations of the mind which with us 
have fo many channels to difeharge themfclves, with them, like 
a vail llream fuddenly confined to one narrow channel, burft forth 
with an irrcfiftible torrent, and carry away before them every bond 
that religion or morality has laid down as rellraints on the exube- 
rance of human paflion. The cuftoms and habits of the place and 
time contribute to itj for, while the fever6 refiriftions of the fe- 
male fex for the reft of the year fliarpen both inclination and in- 
vention on the one hand — on the other, the unbounded licenfe, 
the univerfal change of habits, cuftoms and laws— the total fuf- 
penfion of all diftindion, care, or bufinefs which take place at 
that time, aided by perpetual mafijucrade— and thofc moft conve- 
nient of all receptacles* the gondolas, with thofc moft expert and 
forward of all pandars, the gondoliers— afford ample fcopc to their 
wifhes, and form altogether a mafs of circumftanccs in favour of 
vicious indulgence, not to be found in any other part of Chriften- 
dom-j to refill which, they muft be more virtuous than any other 
people — a point never yet laid to their charge by the beft-natured 
and moft extenuating of all thofe who have written upon that 
fubjed. 
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LETTER XXV. 


Profligate though tlie People of London are, I 
wiU not allow that it is fo vicious a city as Venice. That there 
are in it, and indeed in all capitals, individuals who have reached 
the highcftachme of lhamelefs debauchery and depravity, it would 
be fboUfli to deny ; but that concubinage is pradtifed in the fame 
open way, fo generally, or fo fyftenaatically as at Venice, no one 
will venture to affert. I truft the day of depravity and indelicacy 
is fer removed from us, tlwt 'will exhibit a Britifli mother arransj^inff 
a plan of accommodation for licr fon, and bargaining for a young 
virgin to commit to his embraces — as they do in Venice— not as 
wife, but as concubine. On that one cuftom of the A^enetian 
ladies I reft my polition j and have no hedtation to avow, that all 
the private concubinage of London amounts not to fuch a flagrant 
confummation of moral turpitude and fhamelefs indelicacy as that 
practice to which I allude. * 

The Venetian men are well-fbatured and wcll-fliaped — the 
w'omen, well-fhapcd, beautiful, and, it is laid, witty: but I had 
tfjat ncithin which robbed every objed of its diarms^ and I might 
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fay with Hamlet, that “ Man delighted not me, nor Woman 
either.” — In fhort, not all the beauties and novelty of the place, 
not all the pleafures that flare the traveller in the face, and folicit 
his enjoyment, not all the exquifite looks of the ladies, could roufe 
my mind from its melancholy, or fix my attention — I grew weary 
of Venice before I had been many hours in it, and determined to 
grafp at the very firfl opportunity that offered for my departure. 

I had arranged, -in my own mind, a plan to proceed to Lata- 
chea, a confiderable fea-port town in %ria, and thence to Aleppo, 
whence, as it was a great fi)aftern mart, I entertained hopes that I 
fliould find a fpcedy, or at leaft a c6rtain conveyance, by a caravan, 
acrofs the defects, to BafTorah, and little doubted but that I Ihould find 
a velfel at fome of the Venetian ports, either bound, or belonging 
to a fea-port of fuch commerical confequence; upon which I could 
procure a pafiage — But in this I was difappointed j for, on’the fulleft 
inquiry that I could make, I fr>und that there was only one fhip 
ready to fail, and no probability of any other for a confiderable time 
after — I did every thing I could to avail myfelf of this conveyance, 
but was difappdinted, owing to a yopng lady being paffenger, who 
was daughter to the owner of the veflel — and the old gentleman 
did not approve of an Englifh Officer being of the party with his 
daughter. I ufed every argument without fuccefs, urging the 
Refident, Mr^ Strange, who had behaved very politely to me 
during my fliort refidence at Venice, to intereft himfelf about it: 
1 likewife entreated Mrs. Strange, an affable, pleafant woman, 
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to exert her endeavours, and made her laugh, by propofii^g t her 
to give me a certificate of my behaviour, and to pledge herfi If to 
the old gentleman that the happinefs or honottr of his fii .nily 
would not be diilurbed by me during the paflage. 

Hearing, however, that a fhip lay at Trielle, whicJi wils to 
fail thence for Alexandria in Egypt, I determined to embrace that 
opportunity, and, inilead of my former intended route, go to Grind 

V I 

Cairo, thence to Saci, and fb down the Red Sea> by way of Mecca, 
to Moca, and tliencc to Aden, where company’s vefiels, or Imfia 
country traders arc always to be found going to one or other cf the 
Britifh fettlements. 

I accordingly fet out for Triefte, with all the impatience of a 
languine mind, anxious to change place, eager to pufh forward, and 
full of the new route I had laid down — the charms of which, par- 
ticularly o*f feeing Grand Cairo, the Land ©f Egypt, and the Pyramids, 
were painted by my imagination in all the glowing exaggerated 
colours of romance. The Captain of the velTcl was then at Venice, 
and I accompanied him to Triefte, which is about fixty miles from 
Venice. 

Soon after our arrival at Triefte, I had the mortification to find, 
that the veflel was by no means likely to keep pace with the ardour 
of my mind, and that, owing to fome unforefeen event, her de- 
parture was to be delayed j fo, after a few of thofe effufions which 
may be fuppofed on fuch an occafion to efcape a man of no very 
cool temper hanging on the tenterhooks of expedation, I found 
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It necefTary to fit down, and patiently wait the revolution of time 
and event, which nothing could either impede or accelerate. 

It has often been remarked, and is held as a point of faith by 
Predeftinarians, that fomc men are doomed by fate to difappoint- 
ment — and that, when they are fo, no wifdom can obviate, no 
vigilance provide againft, nor no refolution refill, her decrees; but, 
that, in fpite of all the efforts of reafon and induftry, a feries of 
finlfter events lhall purfue them through life, and meet them at 
every turn they attempt to take. Such has been my lot for the 
greatcfl part of my life — but I have neither faith enough in Pre- 
deflination, nor felf-love enough, fo far to blind me to my own 
faults, as to fuppofe that lady Fate had any thing at all fo do 
with it. No, no; -it was often owing to a temper, warm, impatient 
and uncontrouled, which, in almoft all cafes of momentary erabar- 
raffment, chafed reafon from her office, ufurped her place, and 
decided as chance direfted. Let every man examine the grounds 
of all his ferious difappointments in life with candour, and he will 
find phyfical caufes to which to affagn them, without reforting to 
fupernatural. For my part, when I hear a man lay that he has 
been all his life purfued by ill-fortune, I direftly conclude, that 
either he has been a blunderer, or thofe he dealt with, brutes. In 
the ordinary operation of earthly contingencies, mifchances will 
happen ; but an uniform life of mifchancc can only arife from mif- 
management, or a very extraordinary chain of human injuftice— 
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Thefe reiieaions arofe from the following incident : 

I had procured a fervant to attend me on my journey, wli ), 
from my thort obfervation of him, promifcd to contribute vCj y 
coniiderably to my comfort, my convenience, and, indeed, to my 
fccurity as he was apparently honeft, fmcere, aeftiye and clevi r 
in his duty, and mailer of feveral languages, and particularly of th 
////gua Franca, a mixture of languages, peculiarly ufeful in tra 
veiling through the Eaft. Finding that I was likely to be delayed a: 
Trielle, and conceiving that in this interim letters from England, 
for which I moil ardently longed, might have arrived at Venice for 
me, I imprudently and impetuoully lent him to Venice, for the 
parpofe of taking them up, and carrying them to me. But guefs 
what mull have been my feelings when I found, almoll immedi- 
ately after his departure, that the veflel was preparing to fail, and 
that I mull either lofe my paflage or my fervant : anxious though 
I was to get forward, and grievous though my former delay had 
been to me, I hefitated which to do; but prudence, for once, pre- 
vailed over inclination ; and I determined, at all events, to depart, 
under all the embarralTment attending the want of a fervant and 
linguill, and all the poignant feelings of having been acceflary to 
the difappointment, and perhaps the injury of a poor fellow, 
whom I really conceived to be a perfon of merit. In our paflage 
to Alexandria, we touched at Zante, an ifland on the coafl; of 
Greece, belonging to Venice : it was anciently called Zacynthus — 
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IS about fifty miles in circumference, and contains fifty thoufand 
inhabitants. Never before had I tafted any thing equal to the de- 
licious flavour of the fruits of this ifland — the grapes exquifite, 
and the melons and peaches of prodigious bignels and unequalled 
flavour. The ifland is abiindantly fruitful in wine, currantsS, oil, 
figs and corn, but is very fubje<fl: to earthquakes. Near the fta- 
port which we entbred is as great a cunofity in Nature as is any 
where, I believe, to be found! Two fpring wells of clear fi'efli 
water throw up large pieces of real pitch, in fuch quantities, that, 
it is faid, the people colled:, one year with another, one hundred 
barrels of it, which they ufe in paying their Ihipping and boats. 

In tlie firfl: llages of melancholy, confolaticn is rejeded by the 
mind as premature. The heart, intent, as it were, upon flipping 
full ol woe, difclaims all advances of comfort, and feeds on grief 
alone, ilence the truly ikilful in the human heart confider pre- 
mature confolation as an aggravation of woe, and comfort only with 
condolence, well knowing that the tide of grief mufl take its 
courfe, and that, until it be firfl: full, no hopes can be had of its 
retiring. The flill force of this I began now to feel. The dif- 
quietude of domeftic embarraffment— the bitternefs of feparation 
from all I loved — the folitary fadnefs of my lituation, wandering 
through unknown countries — mylelf unknown and unfriended — 
aggravated at length by the lofs of my fervant, who was a fort of 
prop to my fpirits— and my being call; into a lliip among a people 
whofc language I little underflood, without any foul or one circum- 
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ftance to mitigate my forrow, or confole me under it ; all thefe, I 
fay, had wound up my feelings to the higheft pitch of fortune — 
More miferable I could not be when the Idand of Zante received 
me, and, for the firft time for a fad fcries of days, raifed me with 
the tranfporting found of an Englifh voice. 

I have promifed, my Frederick, to give you a candid rela- 
tion, in hopes that you will improve by it: but if I thought, 
that, on the contrary, any thing 1 faid ihould tend to raife in your 
mind a fentiment injurious to your principles, or reflexive on 
your father’s conduft, but to be an example and admonitory 
guide to your own, I fliould condemn my candour and curfe the 
hour that I wrote — but, I truft to your good fenfe and difpofi- 
tion, with my care to direft them; and fliall, but not without hefi- 
tation, proceed. But, as I have already fpun out this Letter to fuch 
an extent, I will defer my further fclation to another. 


LETTER XXVI. 


At the time I fet out upon my journey over land to 
India, I was (though married, and the father of children) very 
young, naturally of a fanguine conftitution: my attachment to 
the fair fex was no ways diminifhed by a mil i tar y education; and 
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a ^ armth of temper, an ardent fenfibility of mind, and a frank 
un ufpicious difpofition, left me but too often to regret the fa- 
cil cy with which I yielded to the charms of women. But the rc- 
gri t for each error was willfully fmothered in vain determinations 
of amendment — and the promifed amendment again broken in 
up )n by fome new error. Thus it was, till riper years and cir- 
cu:nftances of weight ftrengthened my reafon, and gave it in 
feme greater degree that dominion it fhould have over my 
ait ions. 

Circumftanced as I have in my laft Letter deferibed myfelf to 
be, and conftituted by nature and education as I have mention- 
ed above, I landed in the charming ifland of Zante, where 
N.iture herfelffeems to have confpired againft chaftity — mak- 
ing the very air breathe nothing but tranfport and delight. 
There I met a young lady, a native of England — extremely 
pretty, highly accomplifticd, and, captivating in the extreme : 
flic had been at Venice for her education-^— was a complete 
miftrefs of mufic, and exprelTed an intention of following it 
profelTionully on her arrival in England, whither die was going 
palfenger in a veflel bound there from Zante. To have accident- 
ally met with a native of England, even of my own fex, in fuch 
a diftant corner of the world, under fuch circumftances as mine, 
jull efcaped from the horrid life I had for fome time led, mufthave 
filled me with joy: allowance, therefore, may be made for my 
feelings on meeting this young lady, and for my thinking of 
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fome expedient to prevent our reparation. She laboured, perlia 
under the prefTurc of feelings as difagreeablc as my own, and t s:- 
preffed her fatisfadion at meeting with a countryman fo very i. i- 
cxpedcdly. Referve was foon thrown off on both lidcs: vc 
entered into a converfation interefting and confidential, which j i- 
creafed my anxiety to keep her with me, and in order to perilia le 
her to accompany me, I pointed out in the firongeft colours pt f- 
fible, the great advantages fjie might derive from her accomplil i- 
ments in India, where her mufical talents alone, exclufive of her 
various captivating qualities, would be an inxehauftible mine of 
wealth. Infhort, I fo very eagerly enforced my propofal to accom- 
pany me, and time was fo very fliort, that fhe confented, and in two 
hours we had arranged every thing for our departure together — 
and here with fhame and forrow I confefs (nor fliall ever ceafe to 
reget it), that this ecclairecilTement communicated the firfl ray of 
fubflantial pleafure to my heart that it felt fince I left London. 

Titus far, our, projed failed before the wind : wayward ima- 
gination had decked it out in the mofi; alluring drapery that fancy 
could fabricate, and prevented us from feeing the impradicability of 
it, as it flood in the nakednefs of truth ; and when it came to be 
carried into execution, a thoufand difficulties occurred, that the 
wildnefs of paffion, and the warmth of our feelings, had before 
concealed from our view. In the firfl; place, it was neceffary for 
her to obtain the confent of a lady to whofe care and protedion 
fhe was committed: in the next place, accommodations were to be 
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jM’Oi ufcd for her in the fame fl)ip with me — a circumftance of 
moi arduous difficulty ; befides which, a variety of other impedi- 
mei ts — infuperable indeed — concurred to fruftrate our views, and 
put an end to our project. If my pleafure at meeting her was 
grei f, my anguiffi at ‘parting with her was inexprc(iible. I had 
onc\ more to face the world alone ; and, on the fecond day of my 
fojcurningatZante, embarked with a heavy heart, and fet fail for 
Ale candria. The laft difappointments wc undergo, feem always 
the heavieft; and this at Zante I thought at that time to be the 
gre. red of my life. But — oh! fhort-lighted Man ! bubble of every 
dell live ffiadow ! I never reflefted, as I have fince done, what feri- 
ous niifchiefs, what cndlefs mifeiy, what lofs of time, means and 
reputation, 1 may by that providential difappointment have 
efcaped — for thefe are the almoft never-failing confequences of 
fuch affiiirs. It too often happens, that the fyren who deludes a 
man into her fnares, is the very perfon who inflidls the deadly 
•wound into his heart. Avoid, my dear Frederick! avoid all 
fucli, -as you would avoid fdague, peftilence, or ruin — ftecl your 
heart by timely refledlion againft their advances. In all your 
traniactions with women, like a good General in warfare, fecure for 
your heart a retreat; for it will be too late to find that they are 
unworthy when your heart is enfnared — and when you find them 
worthy of your affcdlion, it will be time enough to give a loofe to 
the feniibility of your heart. A virtuous woman is beyond all 
calculation to be valued, when fhe is found; but, alas! in finding 
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her, you may ,pafs through fo many fires ordeal, and >run fuch 
danger, that it is almoft a doubt, whether a wife man (if he cait 
fetter hjs paflions) had not better, difpenfe with the blefiing, than 
run the hazard of fearching for it. 

On my arrival at Alexandria, I found, to my frefh mortifica- 
tion, that the plague was raging all over Egypt — and as, if this was 
not ofitfclf fu^cient to block up my intended route, an irruption 
of the Arabs, who in formidable bodies infefted all the roads, put 
a period to all my hopes of feeing Grand Cairo, and viewing 
the curiofities of that Country, which all who, like us, have the 
Bible put early into their hands, are taught to venerate as foon as 
they are taught to read. Here I thought to have viev/ed the 
pyramids, whole antiquity, origin, or intended ufe, have balded 
the learned and ingenious inquiries of fo many ages — of behold- 
ing mount Sinai, the ftone of Moles, the track of -the Ifraelites, 
all of which are faid to be clearly pointed out, and Geography 
by that means brought into the fupport of Sacred liillory. Thefe, 
and many things, I did wilh to fee — they are worth it : but 
I have had fince reafon to believe, that my ill luck was not fo 
great as I then thought it j for the fearch is dangerous, and made 
prodigioufly expenfive by the exadions of the Mahomedan Magi- 
llrates. It is as well, therefore, to travel over this Country in 
books, which afford us good information, and mote of it, at an 
cafier rate than you could purdbafe it in the Country. 


Alexandria 
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Alexandria was built by Alexander the Great, foon after the 
overthrow of Tyre, about 33 3 years before Christ, and is fituated 
on the Mediterranean, twelve miles Weft of that mouth of the Nile, 
anciently called Canopicum. A very extraordinary circumftance 
is related, as a proof of the fuddennefs of Alexander’s refolution to 
build it : After he had directed the number of public lli'udtures, 
and fixed the places where they were to ftand, there were no in- 
ftruments at hand proper for marking out the walls, according to 
the cuftom of thofe times: upon this, a workman advifed the 
King to collect what meal was among the foldiers, and lift it in 
lines upon the ground, in order to mark out the circuit of the 
walls: the advice was followed, and the King’s foothfayer in- 
terpreted it to be a prefage of the future profperity and abundance 
of the city. This prophecy was certainly afterwards verified j for 
it foon became the exporium of Commerce, of Arts and of 
Sciences. 

By the defeription of Strabo and other Ancients, it appears 
that this city was built upon a plan well worthy the vaft mind of 
its founder j and the fragments of its ornaments afterwards com- 
pofed a part of the grandeft cmbcllilliments of Rome and Conftan- 
tinople. In the Mufeum of the Royal Palace, which occupied a 
fourth part of the city, the body of Alexander* was depofited in a 
golden cofiin — but the dcteftable Seleucus Cibyofactes vio- 
lated the monument, took away the golden coffin, and fubftituted 
a glafs one in its place. 


This 
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Thi^ city, like moft others of antiquity, has been the fcene of 

terrible malfacres. About two hundred years after its foundation, 

♦ 

it was totally depopulated by Ptolemy Physcon — the very 
few who efcaped daughter, flying into other Countries. Defirous, 
however, not to reign over empty houfes, he deduced inhabitants 
from the neighbouring Countries; and again, for fome flight offence, 
determined on a general malfacre of the young men; and accord- 
ingly, when they were one day aflembled in the Gymnafium, or 
place of public exercife, he ordered it to be fet on fire, fo that all 
perifhed, either in the flames, or by the fwords of his mercenaries, 
whom he had placed at all the avenues. Afterwards, in the year 
ofCHRisT 215, thcEmperorCARACALLA, having been lampooned 
by fome of the inhabitants, ordered a general maflacre by his numer- 
ous troops, who weredifperfed over the city. The inhuman orders 
being given, all were murdered, without diflrindlion of age or fex ; fo 
that, in one night’s time, the whole city floated in blood, and every 
houfe was filled with carcafes: the monfter himfelf, retiring to 
the Temple of Sera pis, was all the time imploring the protedllon 
of the Deity — a proof that practical devotion and the moft at- 
trocious inhumanity may meet in the fame bofom. As if this had 
not been fufficient vengeance, he ftripped the city of all its ancient 
privileges — ordered all ftrangers who lived there to depart — and, 
that the few who remained might not have the fatisfaftion of 
feeing one another, he cut oft' all communication of one ftreet with 
another, bjF walls built for the purpofe, and guarded with troops. 

Not- 
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Notwithftanding thefe maflacres, Alexandria again recovered 
its former iplendour— and was again facked by Amrou, the in- 
famous Saracen — and all the intrepid youth of the city periflicd 
with arms in their hands. The magnificence of the city may be 
eftimated from the account written by Amrou to the Caliph: “ I 
have taken,” faid he, “ the City of the Weftj it is of an immenfe 
extent } I cannot deferibe to you how many wonders it contains : 
there arc 4000 palaces, 4000 baths,” &c, &c; 

Tile great advantages of the Eaft India trade, which was then 
carried on by the Red. Sea, preferved Alexandria through fcveral 
revolutions ; but having fallen under the dominion of the Turks, 
and the palFage round the Cape of Good Hope being difeovered, 
a fatal blow was given to its commerce, and it has fince fallen to 
decay. It is, however, even now, worth the attention of the claflical 
traveller. Entering the harbour, we pafled by the Ifland of Pharos, 
where ProtEMY built the enormous Tower which was once the 
wonder of the world ; and, when riding within the port, nothing 
could he more gratifying than to fee from thence that mixture of 
ancient and modern monuments that prefented thcmfelves to the 
view, on which ever fide the eye could be turned. 

Of myriads of antiquities which this place affords for the 
infpedion of the curious, I lhall mention only two — One, the 
Column of PoMPEV, on viewing of which, the remembrance of 
that great and good man’s moft unmerited and cruel fate extradlcd 
a figh from the bottom of my heart : this pillar engages the at- 
tention 
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tendon of all travellers j ir is compofcd of red granite ; the capital 
is Corinthian, witli palm leaves, and not indented ; the lliaft and 
the upper member of the bafe arc of one piece, ninety feet long, 
and nine iii diameter ; the bale, a fquare of iifteen feet on each fide ; 
the v^JioIe column is one hundred and fourteen feet higJi, perfcdly 
•vveJ] poMied, and only a little fliivered on the Eaileni fide. No- 
thing can equal the majefty of this monument : feen from a dif- 
tance, it overtops the town, and ferves as a fignal for vcffels ; 
approaching it neai'cr, it produces an aftonilhment mixed with awe ; 
one would never be tired of admiring the beauty of the capital, the 
length of the lhaft, nor the extraordinary limplicity of the pe- 
deflal. Some years ago, a party of Englifh feamen contrived, by 
flying a kite, to draw a line over the pillar, and by that means made 
a kind of a fliroud, by which they got up, and on the very top of 
of it diank a bowl of punch, to the utter aftonifhment of a mul- 
titude who came to fee them ; they broke off one of the volutes 
of the column, but amply compenfated for this mifehief by a dif- 
covery they made, as, without their evidence, the world would 
not have known, at this hour, that there was originally a ftatuc on 
this column, one foot and ancle of which, of enormous fize, are 

■ftill remaining The other is the Obelifk of Cleopatra, ofim- 

menfe fize, and of one Angle piece , of granite marble. Here I 
obferved, too, a thick wall, with towers mouldering under extreme 
age, which contained, in its face, fragments of architedlure of 
the moft exquifite workmanlhip, fuch as broken columns, friezes, 
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&c.; thofe wtte the antique ruins of Tome &llen pieces of anti- 
quity, at die time that this antique wall was built : what, then, 
moft be the length of time fince they had £rd undergone tlM hands 
of the workman i Thefe circumftances tend to dembnftrate, that, 
for back beyond the reach of our calculation, the Arts flourifhed : 
and when one thinks of the miraculous maffes of work done in 
former ages — the magnitude of the pieces of which thofe works 
were compofed, iuch as whole columns and obelises of a iingle 
block of marble— the CololTus of Rhodes, made of brafs, one foot 
of which was placed on one fide of the harbour, and another on 
the other fide, fo that fiiips paffed between its legs — we cannot 
help yielding up the palm to the Ancients for ftupendong magnifi- 
cence, however we may furpafs them for the ufefial, the ele^uit 
and the good. 

At Alexandria I remained about twelve days, till, wearied of 
the confined ftate I lived in on account of the plague, I relblved to 
devife fome means, if poffiblc, to get away, and at length hired a 

, I 

boat to carry me to the illand of Cyprus, from whence I ct n- v, 
eluded, that I fiiould find no fort of difficulty in procuring a con- 
veyance to Latichea, and fo proceed 1^ my firft intended route. I 
accordingly arrived at Cyprus in perfed fafety, where, to my great 
forrow and afionifbment, I fisund that an epidemical hver, equal 
in its effeds to a plague, prevailed : however, there was no alter- 
native ; I mufl run the rifque, and 1 difinified the boat that carried 
me from Akxuidria. 

Y Although 
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Although the etymologies of the names of places axe of very 
little importance, and moft frequently uncertain, I think it probable 
that the Learned are right, who aflert the name of this is derived 
from KwfOf (Cyprus) or Cyprefs-— with which flirubs the ifland 
abounds. It had, in ancient times, a number of other names — 
one of which was Paphia, whence Venus, who was worfhipped in 
it, was called the Paphian Goddefs. It lies thirty miles Weft of 
Syria, whither I was bound, ftretching from the South-weft to the 
North-eaft, one hundred and fifty mUes in length, and feventy in 
breadth in the wideft part of it. 

This ifland holds a very high rank in claflic lore — It gave 
birth to fome great Philofophers and confiderable Poets— The 
ApoftleBARN AB AS was a native of it, and, aflifted by St. Paul, firft 
introduced Chriftianity among them. Famagufta, a town on the 
Eaftern part of the ifland, oppofite to the Ihore of Syria, is the 
ancient Salamis, built by Teucer the fon of Telamon, and bro- 
ther of Ajax. 

I' ''“SymilTo, on the Soutb-eaft, the beft port in Cyprus, is the 
Amatbus mentioned by Virgil in his iEneid, and by Ovid in 
his MetamorphofesI And Baffo, on the Weftern coaft, is the 
Tlec<pos (Paphos) of antiquity, famous for the Temple of Venus. 

As the branches of an Empire moft remote from the great feat 
of Government are ^ways more defpotically governed than thofe 
nearer the fource of redrefs, Cyprus has been continually ruled 
with a rod of iron fince it came into the hands of the Turks. While 

it 
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it was ander the dominion of ChriAians, it was well-peopled, having 
no lefs than eight hundred or a thoufand villages in it, befides fc- 
vcral handfomc cities ^ but the Turks have fpread ruin and defolation 
over the country, and it is now fo thinly inhabited that more than 
half the lands lie uncultivated. 

The air of this ifland is now for the moft part unwholefome, 
owing to the damps arifing from the many fens and marflies with 
which the country abounds — awhile* there being but few fprings 
or rivers in the ifland, the want of a plentiful fall of rain, at proper 
periods, diftrefles the inhabitants very much in another way ; and 
by means of the uncultivated flate of the country, they are greatly 
infeiled with poifonous reptiles of various kinds. 

The mofl: remarkable mountain in Cyprus is called Olympus — 
a name common to feveral other mountains in Greece, particu- 
larly to that in Theflaly, fo famous in the poetry of the Ancients. 
That in Cyprus is about fifty miles in circumference: great part 
of it is covered with woods j and at the foot of it are fine vineyards, 
which produce admirable wine, not only in a fufficiency for their 
own confumption, but fome alfo for exportation — And although the 
greater part of the ifland lies uncultivated, as I have before obferved, 
it produces a fufficient quantity of com, unlefs in feafons when 
their harveft fails, in which cafe the people are eafily fupplied fi-om 
the continent. They have, befides, cattle enough for their own 
confumption— Many parts of the country abound Vith wild-fowl, 
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and feveral forta of game, and they have jdentjr of filh upm the fea 
coaib. 

The trade of Cyprus is not inconfid^le, and carried on duefiy 
fcy Jews and Armenian: the commodities in which they deal are 
wine, oil, cotton, wool, lalt, filk, and turpentine — befides, it pro* 
duces feveral forts of earth, fit for the ufe of painters, particularly 
red, black and yellow. 

Its moft won(fotfi>l prodnftion, however, is the fiunous fione 
ArQs^oi (Alheftos) inextinguilhable, or \iuetf,oi (Amiantos) im- 
poUutus, So called from its extraordinary property of refifiing 
fire. It is related that the Ancients made out of this Ibne a kind 
of thread that ^uld remain unconfumed in the mod: intenfe lire. 
It is even faid, that fome experiments have been made in modem 
days, which have fulEficiently proved that the thing is not a fiction. 
In foch extraordinary quefHons as this, though 1 do not pofitively 
cemtradidt, I always fufpend my belief, till fomething ftronger 
than mere afiertion is ofiered to convince me. 

There is one dreadful mifehief to which this iflandisfubje£t>» 
In the hot feafon, locufts oenne from the Continent, in fvrarms fo 
vaft and fo thick as to dwken the Iky like douds. Thofo would 
certainly devour ail the ihiits of the earth, if they were not driven 
to foa by a N^th wind that ufually blows at the fime of their 
coming. When that wind happens to fail, which f^tuoately is 
feldom, the oonfequence is a total danoUtioa of the ftmis of the 
Country. 


The 
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The whole ifland, as well as particular towns, was entirely 
confecrated tothcGoddefs Venus, who thence was called Venus 
CvPRiA, or Dea Cypria, and is reprefented by the Poets as 
taking a peculiar pleafure in vihting it — and this unqueflionably 
arole fiom the loofe habits and lafeivious temperament of the 
women there, wdio certainly are, at this time, not remarkable for 
chafti^. 

I mull: confers, however, that I felt great pleafure in entering 
C)rpru8— it was, as I have already Hated, clalTic ground, and dedi- 
cated to the Queen Love. But a traveller who vlfits it with 
hopes of amufement, will be much difappointed; for in no one par- 
ticular did it feem to me to refemble that Cyprus famed in the 
Heathen Story and Mythology. Of the Cyprian Queen's favours 
the ladies feemed to boafl; no one mark, fave the moil naufeous, 
difgufling lewdnefs — and the natural fertility of the foil is half 
loil beneath the opprefBve yoke of the fervants of the Turkilh 
Government. 'Thus, in the extraordinary revolutions that human 
affairs are inceHiuitly undergoing, that ifland which fee its fuperior 
beauties was fuppofed to be the refidence of Love, which gave 
birth to the Philofophers Zeno, Appollonius and Xenophon, 
is now a miferable, half-cultivated Ipot, peopled with a mixture of 
wretched Torks, Jews, Greeks and Chriltians — groaning under 
the tyirany of a barbarous defpo^ abufe of delegated power*— 
infeHcdwith lociifta which devour the fruits of the earth— and 

difgraced 



( 1*4 ) 


difgraccd by a race of ignominious women, who efteem It to be 
an adt of religion to proditute themfclves to all ftrangers. 

Our Richard the Firft made a conqueft of this ifiand on his 
way to the Holy Land, and conferred the Royalty of it on, Guy 
Lusignan, King of Jerufalem. The Venetians poflefled them- 
felves of it in the year 1480— but, in the lixteenth century, the 
Turks difpofTefled them, and have ever dnee kept it under the 
yoke — I fhould have remarked that their wine is excellent. 

Continuing my route, I hired another boat, after only forty- 
eight hours ilay at Cyprus, and proceeded for Latichea,' which, as 
I have fomewhere before mentioned, is a confiderable fea-port 
town of Syria, built on a promontory of land, which, running into 
the fea, occalions its being continually refrelhcd with breezes. For- 
tune, who had hitherto been not very liberal in her difpenfations, 
now' fevoured me ; for, juft as I arrived at Latichea, a caravan was 
preparing. The Conful of the Turkifti Company at Cyprus re- 
ceived me with great politenefs and hofpitality— -gave me a Letter 
to the Refident at Latichea and by his inftrudion and affiftance, 
after a very fliort ftay, I fet out on my way to Aleppo with the 
caravan. 

As I ftiall hereafter have occafion more particularly to deferibe 
the nature of thofe caravans, I ihall, for the prefent, tell you, that 
this was compofed of no other beafts of burden than mules and 
afles, of which there were not lefs than ' three for four^ hundred in 
number. 


Mounted 
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Mounted on a mule, I travelled along, well pleafed with the 
fertile appearance of the country, and delighted with the ferenity 
of the air — We were, as well as I can now recolledt, near ten days 
on the road ; during which time we travelled only in the morning 
early, and in the heat of the day repofed under the (hade of trees. 

I was informed, that if, inftead of going to Latichea, I had 
gone* to Scandcroon (otberwife Alexandretta), I fliould, in the 
road from thence to Aleppo, have travelled through a Country, in 
which the moft Angular and extravagant cuftoms prevail that exift 
in any Country emerged from barbarifm — Several of thofe I heard j 
but one in particular was, that the men proftituted their wives and 
daughters to all comers — and that this originated from a principle 
of religion, though there was every reafon to believe, that, like 
many of their religious inftitutions, it was at laft made fubfervient 
to the gratification of avarice. 

On my way to Alleppo, I was met by a Mr an Englifh 

Gentleman, who had heard of my coming, and who, in the moft 
kind and hofpitable manner, infifted upon my living at his houfe 
inftead of the Britifli Conful’s, where I fhould otherwife have refided 
during my ftay there; and his manner of alking me was fo en- 
gaging, interefting and impreflive, that I found it impofliWe to refufe 
him. 

As the great public caravan had departed from Aleppo before 
my arrival, and the expence of forming a private one on my ac- 
count was too great, as I was travelling on my own account, and 
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had no difpatches to authorife or enforce my departure, or bear 
me out in the expencej I was conihained to remain at Aleppo 
till fmne eligible mode of travelling occurred, or another public 
caravan was formed — This delay gave me an opportunity of feeing 
and informmg myfclf of the city and furrounding country; the re- 
fult of which, I lhall, in as fliorta manner as poffiblc, relate to you 
in a future Letter. It alfo gave occafion to one of thofe unhappy 
incidents which I have fo often had occaiion to lament, not from 
any confcioufnels of dired criminality, but for the fcope it gave to 
mifreprefentation, and the injury which that mifreprefentation did 
me in die opinion of feme of my friends. 


END OF PART I. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


My dear Frederick, 

So long as the route of myj'oumey lay through Eu- 
ropean regions, little prcfented itfelf refpedting human nature of 
fuch very great novelty as to excite admiration or awaken curiofity. 
In all the various Nations through which we have palTcd, a certain 
parity of fentiment, arifmg from the one great fubftratum, ChriC- 
tianity, gave the fame general colouring to all the feenes, how- 
ever they might differ from each other in their various fliadings. 
Whatever diffimilitude the influence of accident, climate, or local 
circumftance, may, in the revolutions of ages, have introduced into 
their manners, cuftoms, municipal laws, and exterior forms of 
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worfliip — the great Code of Religion and Moral Sentiment, re- 
mains nearly the fame with all : and right and wrong, good and 
evil, being defined by the fame principles of reafon, and afeertained 
by the fame boundaries, bring the rule of condudl of each to fo 
clofc an approximation with that of the others, that, when com- 
pared with thofe we are now to attend to, they may really be con- 
fidcred as one and the fame people. 

In the Empire now before us, were we to leave our judgment 
to the guidance of general opinion of Chrillian Nations, we fliould 
have, on the contrary, to contemplate Man under a variety of forms 
and modifications, fo entirely different from thofe to which habit has 
familiarifed our minds, as at firfl to iraprefs us with the idea of a 
total difruption from our nature, and induce us, as it has already 
the generality of our people, to divorce them from a participation 
of all thofe fyrapathetic feelings which ferve to inforcc the difeharge 
of mutual good offices among men. Deducing all their principles, 
not only of moral condudl, but municipal government, from a 
religion radically different from, and elTentially adverfe to, ours ; 
deluded by that fyltem into a variety of opinions which liberality itfelf 
muft think abfurd ; unaided by that enlightened philofophy which 
learning, and learned men, adling under the influence of compara- 
tive Freedom, and affifted by the art of Printing, have diffufed 
through the mafs of Europeans ; and living under a climate the 
mofl unfavourable to intelledlual or bodily exertion, they exhibit 
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a fjicdVacle which the philofophic and liberal mind mull view 
with difapprobation, regret and pity — the illiberal fierce Chriftian 
with unqualified dctellation and difguft : while, on their part, bi- 
goted to their own principles and opinions, they look on us with 
abhorrence, and indulge as confclentious a contempt of, and antipathy 
to Chriilians, which I apprehend no lapfe of time, without a great 
cliangc of ciicumftance, will be able to eradicate. Should Ivlaho- 
medanifin and Chriftianity ever happen to merge in Dcifm (but 
not otherwife), the inhabitants’ of Syria and Europe will agree to 
coafidcr each other even as fellow-creatures. In Spain and Portu- 
gal, Jew, Turk, and indeed Proteftant, are without diftindion call- 
ed hogs. In Turkey, Jews and Chriflians are indifcriminatcly 
called dogs ; each thinking the other completely excluded from 
the pale of humanity, and well worthy the dagger of any true 
BLRiEVRR who would have x\\q piety to apply it. 

You will allow, my dear Frederick, that it muft have been 
rather an important contemplation to your Father, to have perhaps 
two thoufand miles to travel through the immenfe and almoft track- 
lefs wilds of a country inhabited by fuch people, without the cem- 
folatiou of any others to accompany him in his journey ; for, unlefs 
a public difpatch was to overtake me, there was little probability of 
my having a fmgle European partner of my fatigue and perils. 

However, as the period was not yet arrived at which I was to 
go forward, or even determine my mode of travelling, I endeavoured 
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to foothe my mind as much as I could into content, and to take 
advantage of my ftay at Aleppo, to acquire all the knowledge pof- 
fible of the place, that is to fay, of that city in particular, and of 
the Turkifli government and manners in general. 

A diftant view of Aleppo fills the mind with expe£kations of 
great fplendour and magnificence. The mofques, the towers, the 
large ranges of houfes with flat roofs, rifmg above each other, ac- 
cording to the floping hills on which they fland, the whole varie- 
gated with beautiful rows of trees, form altogether a fcene magnifi- 
cent, gay, and delightful : but, on entering the town, all thofe ex- 
peded beauties vanifti, and leave nothing in the ftreets to meet the 
eye, but a difmal fucceflion of high ftone walls, gloomy as the re- 
celTcs of a convent or ftate prifon, and unenlivened by windows, 
embellifhed, as with us, by the human face divine. The ftreets 
themfelves, not wider than fome of the mcaneft alleys in London, 
overcaft by the height of the prifon-houfes on either fide, are ren- 
dered ftill more formidably gloomy by the folitude and filcnce that 
pervade them ; while here and there a lattice towards the top, barely 
vifible, ftrikes the foul with the gloomy idea of thraldom, coercion 
and imprifonment. 

This deteftable mode of building, which owes its origin to 
jealoufy, and the fcandalous reftraints every man is empowered by 
the laws and religion of the place to impofe upon the women 
configned cither by fale or birth to his tyranny, extends not to the 
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iufidc of the houfes, many of which are magnificent and handfome, 
and all admirably fuited to the exigencies of the climate, and the 
domeftic cuftoms and manner of living of the inhabitants. 

The city is adorned, it is true, here and there, with mofques 
and appendant towers, called Minarets, from which cryers call 
the Faithful to prayers j and in fome of the ftreets there are arches 
built at certain diftances from each other, fo as to carry the eye di- 
re^ly through them, and form a vifta of confiderable grandeur : but 
all thefe are far from fufficient to counterbalance the general afped 
of gloominefs and folitude which reigns over the whole, and ren- 
ders it fo peculiarly difgufting, particularly at firft fight, to an Eng- 
lifliman who has enjoyed the gaiety and contemplated the freedom 
of a city in Great Britain. 

The mofques (Mahomedan temples) are extremely numerous 
in this city ; indeed almoft as much fo as churches and convents 
in the popifli countries of Chriftendom. There is nothing in their 
external appearance to attrad the notice of the traveller, or indulge 
the eye of the archited ; they arc almoft all of one form — an oblong 
quadrangle ; and as to the infule, I never had an opportunity of 
feeing one ; none but MulTulmen being permitted to enter them, at 
leaft at Aleppo. 

The next buildings of a public kind to the mofques that deferve 
to be particularly mentioned, are the caravanferas — buildings which, 
whctl'icr we confider the fpirit of beneficence and charity that firft 
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fuggefted them, their national importance, or their extenfive utility, 
may rank, though not in fplendour of £q)pearance, at Icaft in true 
value, with any to be found in the world. 

Caravanferas were originally intended for, and are now pretty 
generally applied to, the accommodation of ftrangers and travellers, 
though, like every other good inftitution, Ibmetimes perverted to the 
purpofes of private emolument or public job: they are built at 
proper diftances through the roads of the Turkilh dominions, and 
afford the indigent or weary traveller an afylum from the incle- 
mency of the weather ; are in general very large, and built of the 
moft folid and durable materials j have commonly one llory above 
the ground floor, the lower of which is arched, and ferves for ware- 
houfes to flow goods, for lodgings and for ftables, while the upper 
is ufed merely for lodgings ; befides which, they are always accom- 
modated with a fountain, and have cooks fhops and othofj^nveni- 
encies to fupply the wants of the lodgers. In Aleppo the Caravan- 
feras are almoft exclufivcly occupied by merchants, to whom they 
are, like other houfes, rented. 

The fuburbs of Aleppo, and the furrounding country, are very 
liandfome, pleafant, and, to a perfon coming out of the gloomy 
city, in fome rcfpe<Efs interefting. Some toffed about into hill and 
valley lie under the hands of the hufbandman ; others are covered 
with handfome villas ; and others again laid out in gardens, whither 
the people of Aleppo occafionally refort for amufement. 
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The roofs of all the houfes are flat, and formed of a compofi- 
tlon which refifts the weather effcdhially. On thofe moft of the 
people fleep in the very hot weather: they are feparated from each 
other by walls ; but the Franks, who live contiguous to one another, 
and who, from their difagreeable circumftances with regard to the 
Turks, are under the neceflity of keeping up a friendly and harmo- 
nious intercourfe together, have doors of communication, which 
are attended with thefe fortunate and pleafing advantages, that 
they can make a large circuit without defeending into the Areets, 
;and can vifit each other during the plague, without running the rifk 
of catching the infection by going among the natives below. 

There is a caftle in the city which I had nearly forgotten to 
mention — ^The natives conceive it to be a place of great ftrength. It 
could not, however, withftand the fhock of a few pieces of ord- 
nance far a day. It is efteemed a favour to be permitted to fee it ; 
and there is nothing to recompenfe one for the trouble of obtaining 
permiflTion, unlefe it be the profped of the furrounding country, 
which from the battlements is extenfive and beautiful. 

Near this caftle ftands the Seraglio, a large old building, where 
the Bafhaw of Aleppo refides : the whole of it feemed to me to be 
iept in very bad repair, confidering the importance of the place. It 
is furrounded by a ftrong wall of great height : befules w hich, its 
contiguity to the caftle is very convenient ; as, in cafe of popular 
•tumults, or inteftine commotions, the Bailiaw' finds an afylum in the 
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latter, which commands and overaw'es the city, and is never with- 
out a numerous ^rrifon under the command of an Aga, 

Such is the fummary account I have been able to colled of 
Aleppo, the capital of Syria ; which, mean though it is when com- 
pared with the capitals of European countries, is certainly the third 
city for fplendour, magnificence, and importance, in the vaft ex- 
tent of the Ottoman Empire— Conftantinople and Grand Cairo only 
excelling it in thofe points, and no other bearing any fort of com- 
petition with it. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


However fadion may agitate, or abufe irritate the 
minds of men againft the executive branch of their Governmenr, 
the People of every Nation under Heaven are difpofed to think their 
own Conftitutional Syftem the bell ; and the artful intertexture of 
religion with Governments confirms them in that opinion, and 
often configns the underflanding to unalterable error and illiberal 
prejudice. It would be wonderful, then, if the Turkilh Conftitu- 
tion, founded on the Koran, was not looked upon with abhorrence 
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by the bulk of the Chriftian world ; and more wonderful ftill, if 
the outrageous zealots of the Chriftian Church, who for fo many 
centuries cngrofTed all the learning of Europe to tlicmfelves, fhould 
not have handed denvn with exaggerated mifreprefentarion every 
circmndance belonging to the great enemies of their faith. But 
that, at this day of intelle(flual illumination, Mankind flioukl be en- 
veloped in fuch error and darknels, with regard to the government 

of fo large a ponion of the globe as Turkey, is extraordinary j and 

( 

only to be accounted for by a reference, in the llrft place, to thofe 
religious prejudices which we fuck in from our nurfe, and wliieh 
habit, inceffant document, and every part of our education, tend to 
confirm in our minds ; and in the next, to that indifpofition the 
human mind feels to part with its old prejudices, and the general 
indolence and incapacity of men to acquire knowledge by the ardu- 
ous and fatiguing paths of ftudy. 

The Turkifii Government is gi'ofsly mifreprefented. Were our 
opinions to be directed by the general belief of Europeans, we 
fliould fuppofe that the life and property of every being in that 
vaft Empire were irremediably at the mercy of the Grand Seignior 
—and that, without laws to protect, or any intermediate power 
whatever to fhield them, they were entirely fubjed to the capricious 
will of an inexorable tyrant, who, fllmulatcd by cruelty, ftiarpened 
by avarice, and unreftrained by any law human or divine, did 
every thing to opprefs his fubje^ts, and carry deftrudion among 
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Mankind. I firmly believe, that, from the combination of ideas arif- 
ing from thofe prejudices, there arc few Chriftians who tliink or 
hear of the Grand Turk, that do not, by an involuntary a£t of the 
mind, inftantly think of blood and murder, ftrangling with bow- 
firings, and Hieing off heads with cimeters. 

As there is no part of your education more near my heart than 
the eradicating illiberal prejudices from your mind, and fortifying 
you againfi: their affaults j I find it impoffible to refrain from giv- 
ing you my opinion of the Turkifh Government, which I have been 
at feme pains to colle£f, as well from oral information as from the 
beft authors j and which, though very fer, from what a generous 
and univerfally philanthropic difpofition would wifh them to have, 
is very different from that which is generally attributed to them, 
and unqueftionably far more limited in its powers than the Govern- 
ments of feveral Chriftian countries I could mention. 

The Conftitution of that country is laid down exprefsly in the 
Koran. The Emperor of Turkey (commonly called the Grand 
Seignior) is a defeendant of Mahomet, who pretended he had the 
Koran from Heaven : and he is as much bound by the infiltutes 
of that book as any fubjeft in his realm — is liable to depofition as 
they to puniftiment for breach of them, and indeed has been more 
than once depofed, and the next in fucceffion r^ed to the Throne. 
Thus far, it is obvious, his power is limited and under controul. But 
that is not all — It is equally certain tliat the Turkifh Government is 
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partly Republican ; for, though the People at large have no fliare in 
the legiflation, and are excluded by the Koran from it (which 
Koran has eftabliflied and precifely afcertained their rights, privi- 
leges, and perfonal fecurity), yet there is an intermediate power 
which, when roufed to exertion, is ftronger than the Emperor’s, 
and Hands as a bulwark between the extremes of Defpotifm and 
them. This body is the Ulama, compofed of all the members 
of the Church and the Law, fuperior to any Nobility, jealous of 
riicir rights and privileges, and partly taken from the People, not by 
eledion, but by profeflion and talents.-— In this body are comprifcd 
the Moulahs, the hereditary and perpetual guardians of the reli- 
gion and laws of the Empire : they derive their authority as much 
as the Emperor from the Koran, and, when neceflary, aft with all 
the firmnefs refulting from a cnnviftion of that authority ; which 
they often demonftrate by oppofmg his meafures, not only with 
impunity, but fuccefs. Their perfons are facred ; and they can, by 
means of the unbounded refpeft in which they arc held, roufe the 
People to arms, and proceed to dcpofe. But, what is much more, the 
Emperor cannot be depofed without their concurrence. 

If, by this provifion of the Conftitution, the power of the Mo- 
narch is limited, and the perfonal fecurity of the fubjeft afcertained, 
on the one hand ; the energy of the Empire in its external opera- 
tions is, on the other, very frequently and fatally palfied by it. 
Declarations of war have been procraftinated, till an injurious and 
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irrecoverable ai3: of hoftility has been fuftalned j and peace often 
protraded, when peace would have been advantageous. The Ulaina 
being a numerous body, it has been found always difficult, often 
impoffiblc, to unite fo many different opinions ; and nothing being to 
be done without their concurrence, the executive power finds it 
often impoffiblc to take a decifive ftep in a crifis of advantageous 
opportunity. But as this code of laws and government is received 
as a divine revelation, binding both Prince and People, and fuppofed 
to be fealed in Heaven, the breach of it would be fufficient to con- 
fign even the Monarcli to dcpofition and death. 

As to the military force, which in the hands of all Defpots 
has been made tlie inftrument of the People’s flaveiy, that of the 
Turk could avail him nothing ; and, whenever it does interfere, 
ads only to his overthrow. The very reverence they have for his 
perfon arifmg from obedience to their religion, they are, a fortiori, 
governed by it, not him. He holds no communication with them j 
and the ftanding force of the Janiffaries is, compared with the niafs 
of the People, only a handful. Some wild accounts, indeed, have 
ftated it at 300,000 ; but the bell informed fix it below 60,000, of 
which a great part confifls of falfe raufters and abufes - great multi- 
tudes being enrolled to obtain certain privileges annexed to the office 
of Janiffary. The fad is, that the chief force of the Empire is a 
militia compofed of the People ; who, with refped to obedience 
and fubordination, are fo loofe that they leave their duty whenever 
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they pleafe, without receiving any puniihment. How far the People 
of Turkey are protedted from the encroachments of power, will 
appear from the recital of a fadt related by one of the heft and moft 
liberal of our Hiftorians on tliat fubjedl, and which is of too great 
notoriety to be doubted. 

In the year 1755, the Porte, as it is called, or Palace of the 
Grand Vizir at Conftantinople, was burnt down : in laying the 
plan for rebuilding it on the former fite, the leading confideratlon 
was, how to contrive matters fo as to render it fecure from accidents- 
of a like nature In future ; and it was determined that the only cer- 
tain means to do fo was, to leave a fpace of clear ground all round 
it, for which purpofe the contiguous houfes fhould be purchafed 
from the proprietors, and demoliflied. All the owners of the houfes 
agreed to the fale^ except one old woman, who pertinacioully refufed : 
flie faid flie was born, and had lived all her life, in that fpot, and 
would not quit it for any one. Now, in .England, for the conve- 
nience of a private canal, the Parliament wmuld force her to fell. 
But what did they fay in Turkey ? When all the people cried out, 
“ Why docs not the Sultan ufe his authority, and take the houfe, 
“ and pay her the value ?” No ! anfw'ered the Magiftrates and the 
Ulama, it is impoflible ! it cannot be done ! it is her property. 
While the power of the Monarch is thus limited, and the rights of 
the People thus afeertained by the Koran, and in things manifeft 
and open to view rigidly adhered to, juftice between man and man 
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is rarely admialftared ; for, though the laws themlelvas are good, the 
corrupt admimftration of them difarms their cffe^l, aud diftorts them 
from thdr purpofe. The venality of the Judges is beyond .con- 
ception flagitious and barefeced ; and their connivances at falfe wit- 
nefles fo fcandaloufly Iiabitual^ that teftimony is become an article 
of commerce, and can hc procured with a facility and at a price 
that at once ftamps an opprobrium on the coujg^, and fumifhes 
matter of wonder to the confidcrate minVi, how, if Judges are flagi- 
tious and lhamelefs enough to be guilty of it, the People can bear 
fuch a periaicious fyftem fp long. Hence flow all the ccnfarcs, on 
the laws and government of that country— hence moft of the 
impediments under which its commerce and agriculture langulfli ; 
while the adual written laws of the realm arc, if duly admini- 
llered, fufiiciently adequate to the fccurity of prc^)erty, the regula- 
tion of commerce, the reprefiion of vice, and the puniflimcnt and 
prevention of crimes. * 

In endeavouring to guard your mind againft an iflibaral, vulgar 
prejudice, I have ftated to you what the Turkifli Conflitution is, 
and what the Laws; but you muft not carry what I have faid to an 
overftrained or forced interpretation. I would not have you infer 
that the People arc wdl governed I only fay, that their Conflitu- 
tion contains within it the means of better government than is fup- 
pofed. I would not have you infer that property is always fecure j 
I barely fay there mc laws written to fecure it This too I wilh to 
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imprels on you, that the common people are more free, and that 
property and life are better fecured, in Turkey, tiun in fome Eu- 
ropean countries. I will mention Spain for one. Like the country 
we are now contemplating, fear keepvS them, as dilunited individuals, 
un^er paflive obedience in ordinary cafes ; but, unlike the Spaniards, 
when notorioufly aggrieved — when their property or religious code 
is forcibly violated — when the Prince would riot in blood, and 
perfift in an unfuccefsful war — the Turks appeal to the Law ; they 
hnd a Chief; the foldicryjoin their ilandard,^and.depore or dcflroy 
him, not on the furious pretext of popular hatred, but upon the le- 
gitimate ground of the Koran, as an infidel, and a violator of the 
laws of God and Mahomet — ^They always, however, place his re- 
gular fucccflbr on the Throne. Yet, notwithftandiug the general 
venality which pollutes the fountains of Juftice, and notwithftaiad- 
ing the great abufe of power to which I have alluded, their in- 
ternal policy is, in many refpeds, excellent, and may be compared 
W’ith advantage to that of any Nation in Europe. Highway-robbciy, 
hotxfc-breaking, or pilfering, are little known and rarely pradiictl 
among them ; and at all times the roads are as fecure as the houfes. 
Ample provifions too are made againft thofe petty fecrct frauds, 
which many who carry a fair face in England, and would bring an 
adfion of damages againft one that Ihould call them rogues, pradlie 
every day. Bakers are the moft frequent victims of juftice, and 
arc not iufiTquentlv I’ecn hanging at their own doors. They are 
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mul(5ted and baftinadoed for the firft and fwond offence, and ott» 
the third, a ftaple is driven up in their door-cafe, and they are hanged 
from it. Notw'ithftanding which, men are conftantly found hardy 
enougli to purfue the fame courfe of pradiice j and this is the more 
extraordinary, as the police is fo ftri£kiy attended to, that the Bafliaw 
or Vizir himfelf goes about in difguife, in order to difcover frauds 
and detcdt the connivances of the inferior officers of juftice. But 
what will our great Ladies, who confume their nights, deftroy their 
conftiiution, and fquander their hulbands’ property in gambling; 
who afterwards, to repair their ftiattered finances, have rccourfe to 
the infamous expedient of keepinjg gaming-houfes, and endeavour 
to recover by degrading^ means what they have loft by folly, to the 
difgrace of themfcivcs and family, and the fhame of their fex and 
rank — What will they fay when I tell them, that gaming is held 
among the Turks to be as infamous as theft, and a gamefter looked 
upon with more deteftatitm than a highway robber ? The Turkiflr 
Ambaffador and his train will, on their return to their country, 
have to tell a curious tale of this much^famed iiland, in that and 
other refpeds. 
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LETTER XXIX. 


Prejudice, that canker of the huinan heart, has in- 
jured mankind by impeding perfonal intercourfe, and thereby clog- 
ging the channel of intelledual improvement; it forbids that inter- 
change of fentiment — that reciprocal communication of opinion — 
that generous circulation of intelledual wealth, which, v^diile it en- 
riches another, advances itfelf — it diflevers the bond of focial union, 
and makes Man fit down the gloomy, felfifli pofleflbr of his own 
miferable mite, with too much haired to give, and too much pride 
to receive, thofe benefits, which Providence, by leaving our nature 
io unaccommodated, has pointed out as neceffary to.pafs between 
man and man : under its influence we fpum from us the good, if 
we diflike the hand that offers it, and will rather plunge into the 
mire than be guided by the light of any one whofe opinion is at 
variance with our own. 

Thus it is between the Turks and us— -the little of their affairs 
which the prejudices of the Mahomedans have allowed themfelves to 
communicate, or fuffered others to glean among them, has been in 
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genecral fo mifufed, diftorted, and mifreprefented by the prejudices of 
the Chriftlans, that it is not going beyond the truth to fay, there exift- 
not a people In the civilized world whofe real hiftory and genuine 
fiate are fo little known as diofe of the Turks : and the worft of it is, 
that not one mifreprefentation, not one fingle miftake has fallen on the 
generous, charitable fide ; but all, all without exeeption tend to re- 
prefent the Turk in the moll degraded and deteftable point of view. 
As the purity of the Chriftian does not allow hiin to be guilty of a 
wilful, uncharitable mifreprefentatiem, we fhould attribute it to un- 
avoidable error, were it not that, till fome late authors whofe libe- 
rality does thenr honour, they all walked in the very fame track, 
and could hardly jhave been fo uniformly erroneous from defign. 
We mull therefore attribuftc it to religious zeal and miftaken piety; 
in which, in this inftance alone, they feem to be reptitable competi- 
tors with the Turfes. The morofenefs, the animofity, and the fu- 
percilious felf-pofleflion of the bigot, each holds in common with 
the other. * , 

One ftriklng feature in the Conftitution of Turkey is, that 
neither blood nor fplendid birth are of themfelves fufiicient to re- 
commend a man to gi'Cat ofiices. Merit and abilities alone are the 
pinions which can lift ambition to its height. The cottager may be 
exalted to the higheft oflBce in the Empire ; at leaft there is no abfo- 
lute impediment in his way ; and I believe it has often happened! 
Compare tliis with France under its late Monarchy, where no fnerit 

could 
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emild railc a.iftan from the Canaille : this, I fay, is one of the crite-*- 
rikms of a free Conftitution, . and Turkey is fo far democratic. 

Tlie very lirft principle ingrafted in the minds of the Mahomedan^ 
children, is a high - contempt of all religions but their own ; and from 
the minute babes are capabb of diftingui{hing,.they are taught to 
call Chriftians by the name of Ghiaour, orlnfidel; this grows up 
in their manhood fo ftrong in them, that they will , follow a Chrif- 
tian through the ftreets, and even juftle againft him with contempt, 
crying, Ghiaour! Ghiaour! or Iididel ! 'Infidel t— Men of dignity 
and rank, indeed, will treat Chriftians with courtefy j but as foon as 
they are gone out of hearing,, will call them Dog ! This is m9n- 
ftrous ! But let us recoiled how a . Turk would be treated , in Spain 
or Portugal, . and we fhall fee that inhuman;^igotry may be found in 
a greater, degree among Chriftians than even Mahomedans. In Spain 
or Portugal they would ;treat them .thus : — the. common people would 
call them Hogs ; they would juftle them alfo in contempt j and what 
is more, they would ftab them (it has often happened) por atnor Je 
Dm ; and as to the people of rank, they would very confeientioufiy 
confign them to the Inquifrtion, where the pious Fathers of the 
Church would very pioully confign them to the flames, , and coolly 
go to the Altar, and pray to God to damn them hereafter to all < 
eternity. So far the balance, I think. Is in .favour, of the Turks. • 
Need I go farther ?— I will, — 

Tlic Mahomedans are divided into two Seds, as the Chriftians 

are 
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are into many. Thofc are the Se<9: of.Ali, and the S©ft of Omar. 
Now, 'I, have never heard among them of one Sed burning the 
other deliberately : but the Roman Catholics, even now, bum Pro- 
tcftants by juridical fentence— burn their fellow Chriftians to death 
for differing from them in. a, mere fpeculative point of dodrine. 
Which then are the better mcn^ I am fure it is unneceffary to fay : 
though bad arc the beftr., » 

The Turks are allowed, by thofe who know them bcft, to have 
feme excellent qualities ; and I think, that in the prodigality of our 
cenfure, which, though little acquainted with them, we are forward 
to beftow, it would be but fair to give them credit for many of 
thofe good qualities, which even among ourfclves it requires the 
greated intimacy and the warmed mutual confidence and edeem to 
difclofe or difeover in each other. That they have many vices is 
certain. What people are they that have not ? Gaming they deted ; 
wine they ufe not, or at lead ufe only a Uttle, and that by dealth ; 
and as to the plurality of women, it can in them be fearedy deemed 
a vice, fmee their religion allows it. One vice, and one only, of a 
dark dye is laid to their charge ; and that has been trumpeted forth 
with the grievous and horrid addition, that though contradildory to 
luture, it was allowed by their religion. This I have reafon to 
believe is one of the many fabricatiams and artifices of Chridian 
zealots, to render MahomedanUm more odious : for I have been in- 
formed from the mod competent and refpe^table authority, and am 

therefore 
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therefore perfiiaded, that the deteftable crime to ■which I allude, U 
forbidden both by the Koran and their Municipal Laws ; that it is 
epeniy condemned by all, as with us ; and that, though candour 
muft- altew there are many who pra£tife it fby the bye tliere are 
too many in England who are fuppofed to do the lame), there arc 
none hardy or lhamelefs enough not to endeavour to conceal it ; 
and, in fliort, that it is apparently as much reprobated there as any 
where ; which, at all events, refcucs the Laws- and Religion of the 
Country from that ftlgma. 

Perhaps there is no part of the world where the flame of pa- 
rental afiedion burns with more ardent and unextinguifhable 
ftrength, or is more faithfully returned by reciprocal tendernefs and 
filial obedience, than Turkey. Educated, in the moll unaffeded 
deference and pious fubmiflion to their parents’ will ; trained both 
by precept and example to the greateft veneration for the aged, 
and feparated almoft from their infancy from the women, they ac- 
quire a modelly to their fuperiors, and a baflifulnels and refpedful 
deportment to the weaker fex, which never ceafe to influence them 
through life. A Turk meeting a woman in the ftreet, turns his. 
head from her, as if looking at her were criminal} and there is no- 
thing they deteft fo much, or will more feduloufly Ihun, than an 
impudent, audacious woman. To get the better of a Turk there- 
fore, there is nothing further neceflary, than to let flip a Virago at 
him, and he inftantly retreats.. 


V 


Since 
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Since the arrival of the Turkifli Ambaflador in X.c^Eidon, I hare 
Iwd frequent occafiun to obferve, that the people erf" his train have 
been already, by the good example of our Britifli Belles and Beaux, 
pretty much eafed of their national modefty, and can look at the 
•women with as broad and intrepid a ftare, as the greateft puppy in 
tlie Metropolis. 

Their habitual tendernefs and deftrence for the fair fex, while 
it fpeaks much for their manly gallantry, muft be allowed by can- 
dour to be carried to an excefs extravagant and Irrational. It is the 
greateft difgrace to the character of a Turk to lift his hand to a wo- 
man : this is, doubtlefs, right, with fome limitations ; but they 
carry it fo far as to allow no provocation, be it what it may, fnf- 
licient to juftify uling force or ftrokes to a woman .; the utmoll 
they can do is, to fcold and walk off. The confequcncc of this is, 
that the women often run into the moft violent cxceffes. Tlicrc 
liave been inftances where they have been guilty of the moft furious 
outrages ; where they have violated the laws in a colleded body, 
and broke open public ftores of corn laid up by the Government : 
the Magiftrates attended, the Janiffaries were called, and came run- 
ning to quell the riot— but, behold they were women who committed 
it : they knew no way of refifting them, imlefs by force ; and force 
they, could not ufe : fo the ladies were permitted quietly to do their 
work in defiance of Magiftrates, Law, Right, and Rcafon. 

Among the variety of errors and moral ablurdities fall'cly 

4 afcribccl 
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^cHbcd to Religion, the exdnfion of Women from 

iParadiJfe* holds a confplcuous' j^faccj as i change ei^uaHy falfe 
'ariiif Mbfiifd j oh the contrary, the Wotoeh la^ thdir fhfts, their ablu- 


tions, aiid the other religiO^is rites 




fary to lalvatlon. Notwithflandihgi it hai hcca the practice of tra- 


vellers to have recourfe to invention, where the cuftoms of the 
country precluded pbfitive information ; and to ^ve their accounts 
rather from the fuggeftions of theirfown pf^ijiced imaginations, 
than from any fair inferences or coiilt^ns drawn from the fafbs 
that came under their obfervatioa v j.. ! ; v 


LETTER XXX. 


The fubjed I touched upon in my laft three letters, and 
on which this, and probably foine fucceeding ones, will turn, is at- 
tended with circumftances of great delicacy, and may poflibly bear 
the afped of at Icaft a dubious import, as touching the great point 
of Religion. T will lherdbrc, before I proceed fiirther, explain 
to you (left it fliould require exj^natibn) the ’whole Icope of my 
meaning. 


D 


My 
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My tiw whole of what I hate fetd refpcding 

the Tuito^ is te with pr^tidice) not to draw coraparifons to 

. -f i' ^ ' , 1 ■■ , \ , I 

llhew tmere the’ Mah<Wedan'a are vicious or enllavedy k is nc^ 
the fauk of thwr Cw th^r Laws; — ^to convince you* the 

Turks are hot the |>«^ In World, who, under all the ex- 

temal formurf fioySkihy^ are capable of the moft de- 

teftablc crimes, and fbnedmes utterly bereft of all pretenlions to 
charity— and that, they have been held up as a perpetual 

fulled of J^^ro^h and ahsu^tloh, they 'were committing only juft 
thy fkme crimes yi^hat^ ctflhcience might have retorted on their ao 
cufers. If allowance can ^ at all made lor hiftorical mikeprerenta- 
lion, wemay t><tha^ be dif]^ed cbnfidcr that of the ignorant 
Catholic Milhon^es ^ tiw early ages, m entitled to Irnne excufe, 
or at Icaft mitigattOp. If^c intemperate zeal of thofe times forbade 
the full exercife of fhe raiSonal Acuities,' but in this age of illumi- 

' '' ' ' 'it, ,,/■ '' ‘ 

nation and UheralBy, nfe that falfifies from polemical malice fliould 
meet Tittle qu^cf and Ms belief. And it nauft be grievous to all 
men of virtue ahd to refle^i, that churchmen, difciples of 

the Chrifthm Chqr^, which Ihould be the fountain of purity 
truth, have been foremoft in the lift of {ahifiers. 

The difiiculty of obtjuoing information of any kind in Turkey, 
M ^ety great I of their Religion chiefty they are extremely tena- 
cious} and as to thi^ Womma^ k b aBowcd by the heft-informed 
men, who have lived there for many years, in dcpartmeitta of life 

that 
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that th^ the heft means of . obtaining loformatkdn Europeans 
can have, that, at heft, but a very kapieifed; knowle^c Can be had 
of them. Yet travellers who probably neret" m^^ated fai^^ than 
“ from the green bed to the brown,” have giiria. ua ^ffufe sfccounts 
of their religion j and adventurers who never were beyond the purlieus 
of Drury, have fcaled Seraglio walls, and carried off the favourite^ 
of Sultans. , 

The truth is, ray dear Freds R iOK, the Turks, like all other 
people, have their fluurc of vices, but are by no means countenanced 
in them by their Religion j and from what I have been able to col- 
led, as well from my own inquiries and obft^atiohs, as from read- 
ing the beft Hiftorians, I am perfuaded that they have not, in the 
whole fcope of Mahpmedanifm, one dodrine ib fobverfive of vir- 
tue, or fo encouraging to the indulgence of yicc, as mmy that arc 
to be found in that curious code, fop&cy. 

The malice of our intemperate zealots againft Mahomedanifm 
has been of courfe extended to its- founder with more than common 
exa^eratkm and additions. They have reprefented Mahomet to be 
a man of mean origin, polTeffing a mind unenlightened by Science 
or Literature, and an underilanding atul faculties naturally giofs. 
All thofe fuggeftioha are undoukedly frlfe;— he Iprting from the 
moft noble of all tlie An^ian Tribes— ^ Coraiflrites: at his rime, 
poverty, fo far from beihg a reproach among thm, was a mark of 
every thing that was great and digiufied, if fuj^oited with magna- 

D R nimity 
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nlmify &rtitiidei aod the two firft Caliphs lived as poor as 
MahtMnet himfelft although they had iramenfe revenues, command- 
cd vaft atmies, and were lords of great provinces. As to his un- 
derftanding 1 can only fay, that -p^hai^ he was very , laft man 
in the worid whofe intelleid^ual. po,woTO. Should be called in quelUon. 
His genius was unbound^^d, his ipirit, enterpiafmg, his powers of 
addrefe wc« junepalhsd* he was jdlowed to be the greateft orator of 
his time } ai^ yet, with all thefe. qualifications, his underfianding 
wa» It is, a logical truth, that wheft people prove too 

muchf they proye nothmg M our Chrifiian zealots, in this in- 
fiance, iuive ovcrlhot the math, and thereby rendered all their other 
information at leaft donbtiul. Perhaps the confummation of all 
policy was Mahomet-a fuetending to be an idiot, in order to make 
his great and wonderful eSufions appear to he the immediate infpi- 
ration of Heavenf-fHfe tailed himfelf ths IniftT Prophet *. 

The whde nf ' Mihi^medanifm may be reduced Amply to this 
one article of Faith-*** There » btrt one Go©, atwl Mahomet is his 
^ Prophet }** but -u^ this they have fupeiinduced, fisom time to 
thnci fuch a variety of ahfijrdkies as- would require volumes to de- 
feribe : however, in fbriiJf Caodour itt us refled, and aflt; our own 
hcar» the quefliOB, whfc^er fp4nklittg with holy water, or wjorfliip- 
ing a bh of v^e wafer as Goi>,\caa be exceeded, c«^ are.lefs alkurd 

' ' ' '' ’ \ ■ 'V , 


than 
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than the periodical ablutidas of ihe Turks, or their going on a pil- 
grimage to MfiCca? •' 

With regard to the Women, I haver laid before that the belli in- 
formation we can obtain is vrity impfetfed j all I have been able to 
colled, yob fhall have. They “ate fonried in a llyle of the moft ex- 
quifite fymmctry, particularly about the dicft and bofom ; they have 
delicate Ikins, n^lar featimes, black hair and eyes, and are, above 
all other beings, deanly and neat In their peribns, bathing twice a 
day regularly, befides on other occalions,’ and not fuffering even the 
fmalleft hair to remain upon theit bodies. They are kept in the 
moft rigorous confinement, and only perfons of ill fame paint. Wo- 
men of charader arc there chafte — nor is their chaftity to be at- 
tributed to reftraint merely, for, from their infimCy they are trained 
to difcrction and felf-fubjedion, and the modefty natural to the fex 
is cherifhed from its firft dawnings. When they grow they 
are not, like our wc^en here, fubjeded to the contagion of infamous 
gallantry ; neither axe the miMi trained to, nor do they pride them- 
felm, like fome among^ us, on the arts of fedudion. In fad, that 
pradbb makes no part of the Accom^ilhmcnts their fine gentle- 
men ; nay, it is held by, them to be infamous. There , are no fuch 
charaders to be found in Turkey as your box-lobby ipungers— none 
of your upftart cubs Mke thofo who dandle the beft part of the day 
through Pall-Mall, St James Vftre^, and Bondrilreet; who, with- 
out birth, wealfo, educationi or -parts, fancy themfelves fine fellows, 
' and 
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and powder their nofcs in Ladies’ head-dteffcs, whiipering them in 
order to get the reputation of gailai^ ; who' ftrut iike Bantam 
cocks, ai^ aiiume a fierce air t« conceal their conlcioas want of fpi> 
lit ; and drefied in a fuit of regiment^ bought by Papa, at Mama’s 
requcft, to exhibit fwcet Mai^r Jai^ to advantage in the Park — 
though never to be fi^ed with gunpowder,, or perforated widi a ball 
in thens^ field of battkj ! ! — My , dear FREDEatcic, I have often 
told yew tibat you ftwH snake choice ef your own profeffion. If you 
ihould any of the leam^ profefiipns, you niay fail in it, 

wUhe^ chlhcnuxir ; for; many of jthe ahleft men have failed before : 
but, maik me ! avoid the militaiy as you would ruin, unlefs you 
have die re^tfifites ; let not the glitter a i^et coat, or the empty 
name of a foldier, tempt ;ymr ^ he lUae one of thole miferable ani- 
mals I have defenbed; ^ere may be charaOers wore wicked — I 
know none lb utterly cemfewaptiWe, ■ ' , , . , 

All extrenijes are had j but the caa^e^ings of yirh|f^ . even where 
they run into crroc, are^l jwefmhic to- vke. Fiowf^^^ 
it may appear, we cannot ablbljotely dd]^ or oondei^ the prudery 
of die Turkilh woswni- thtwg^it runs fcto fut^ eittray^ance, t^t, 
when feeding their poukry,. tl^iy keep carefully yeited if there hap- 
pens to be a cock among thein, fafeidioufiy a^Verfe ate they to the 
odious male creature fe^g their pretty face^ V 

When the circnmilances under which the Turkilh women Hand 
are confidered* it muft t^ear ama<di^« duA chaftityr from prin* 

•/ ci|de, 
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clple, leuniTerfalamoag them, m St u confefled to be: the mture 
of man uiges him to defire, with gwateft , ardour, that which is moft 
forbidden ; and women who are miKh cda£med» may well be fap- 
pofcd to have their paffitm# idiflamed fey to eiagi^ated workings 
of the ima^natiom Ihfiddity, however, to the mail:h^e>hed, is 
much lefs frequent among the men there, fhan among the women 
here ; and the tide of faihu^ which in this country gives fuch a 
rapid and irrCfiftible circuiadoh to v^ce and adultery, runs there in 
an oppofltd dircdion j and contrary to our culftoms, no man is fo 
unfaihionable in Turkey as he that has iito^pto to domeftic 
peace of a family by fcdudtlob. . ^ ^ 

Among the many virtues which may with itrid jufrice be 
afcribed to to IHirics, hofpitality holds a cooij^mems plto. It is 
not confeied to common cmlitjr, k extends to pei^hal prtjteaion. 
Many deem k abfolutdy th«ar du^ to riik thmr lives in defence of 
thair gtiefts j no* will any motive, however co^t, be aBtoed to 
juftify to violation df it. , l^y, ^ ^ a fyftem is k mried up, 
that an engagein^t wifrt a accepted^ ® an excufe for not 

obeying to fumroons of^w^eat man, when nb other apok^, not 
eventot ofihdifpohtion^ beatoitted. 

while the iTurks abhor and deiinfe all other religions but their 
own, , their Government « by no means intolerant in fpiritual con- 
cerns. The exemifr of all rdigions h free, and at Conftantinople 

» . ' ' ’'rV . • ' ' ; 

(we are told) Monks drds in their habits, and are allowed at funeral 
8 procefllons 
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proceffioas to elmte the Crofsi which is more than the Engliih 
tyranny allowed the Roman Catholics of Ireland to doj till very 
lately : a Tuih» however, convided of apoRacy, omild not by any 
means eicape death. Ilmainttme. if they 

keep up decent femblsmce el* the farms of their religion, no in* 
trufive inquiry is made into thmr real futh : and though it i&one 
of the ittjun£dons of Ididiomet to endeavour to convert Unbelievers, 
and they fbmekmes ih obedience th diat«omh^ the con- 
vc^iln others j'tJiey niSver fail to eonfider any 

renegade, or peilbn wf o heconieB a wdth' dbiitempt, if not 

diflike. ' •: ^ ^ ; 

f wih conclude fids letter vdith an exfti^ from dmt moft valuft* 
able and accurate' ymk:, SLttflel’s Hifttwy- itf NAfepp^^ which will 
give you a bettcfci ' mcarals, than 

you are likely to receive from general opihidn. '** Upon ^ whole,” 
lays he, ** whether it hd afefibed to the inSoiskeei-of their political 
** Conftitution, or to ilie aBfeoiefe in 

** Europe often violiidbh cf per- 

ha|)s few gr^at where oiaciy' jjrivate;^ vir^ 

“ tues We' hi' gfcnerll mWe pre^hlWft tlmh at Aleppo.” 
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LETTER XXXr. 


Xh]£ ufe of periodical Rated times of devotion is uni- 
verially admitted, and the neceffity of adopting them makes a part 
of the Chriftian Code. The Mahomedaa Religion, however, ex- 
ceeds it far in the rigid attention to, and frequency of, devotion. 
Ther« arc no lels than five flated times of prayer in every twenty- 
four hours, fixed as indifpeniable, at none of which a true Believer 
fails ; and the farvcncy of their praying exceeds even the frequency, 

I have heard it afierted, that if the houfe was to take fire while 
they are at their devotion, they would not break oR; and fo 
rigidly intent do they concave it their duty to be during die time 
of prayer, that if in the midft of it they were interrupted by a fit 
of fneezing or coughing, they confider all already done as gone for 
nothing, and always begin them again. — And to tell a truth of them, ' 
if the Chriftians curfe them, they are pretty even with them in 
return, never failing to pray for difeord, enmity, and diflcnfion 
among tlieir enemies, as well as health and profperity to them- 
felvcs j and to the efficacy of thofe prayers they fondly attribute all 

E the 
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the wars and diflenfions which inceflantly harafs Chriftendom. A 
bell tolls as a public notice of prayer j and wheaa true Mahomedan 
hears it, let him be whexe he will, whether at home or abroad, in the 
highway or in the mmhet, be ^S&e’^lacc dirty or clean, wet or dry, he 
iram^iafely falls down and worihips. 

As fubfidiary to prayer they have their ablutions, in which they 
are full as fcmpuloufly pundual as in their prayers. One is prepara- 
tory to prayer, another after cohabitation with women, a third before 
eating, ahd another agiun incidental. Iliofe they never neg^ed to 
j^rfbfm, unlefs fotne infuperable obftacle lies in the way. Qiarity, 
that moft glorious doiitrine of any Religion, is enjoined by the Koran 
under the moft heavy denunciation of heavenly vengeance, in cafe of 
negled ; and by it they arc charged to regard no bounds in liberality 
to the poor. Many Muffdlnicn in their zed to difeharge this duty 
have given a fourth, many a third, and fome one half of their property. 
Nay, the inftances are not infrequent of men giving away their all, 
and living afterwards themfelves upon alms. To do ftrid juftice it 
muft be faid, that poverty is no where fo relpedfoUy attended to, ho- 
noured, or feverchced, as among the Mahomedans j who have a faying 
among them, “ that the fear of want is a mark of the judgment of 
« God/’ 

Abftincnce is conftdered as a virtue among them, and very ftridly 
enjoined as a religious duty. The great Faft appointed by the Koran 
continues for the modthof Ramedan, during which time they neither 
7 eat. 
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cat, ^ritJc, itor converfe with their wives, from fua-rife till the ftars 
appear, or the lamps are hung out at tire Mofques. Any man who 
break* it is punilhed with death ; but the w^^ft qf U is, that they will 
not aUow even travellers, the lick or the wounded, to plead a right to 
exemption: Ipnieof tKe Turks, however,and all the Ghrhtians, have 
bit upon expedients to pafs the month without much mortification ; 
that is, fleeping in bed all day, and fitting up and caroufiug all night, 
to evade the reftrMnt. 

The lafl: and greateft ordinance of their religion is the pilgrimage 
to Mecca, which when once accomplilhed is fuppoled to be a dired 
paflport to Heaven ; and there are few of them who do not at one 
time or other of their lives take that painful and hazardous jqurncy. 
As this is a very interefting journey, however, to travel in the clofet, 
as it indudes the defcrijption of a caravan, and fervcs to fliew to what 
extremities enthufiafm can influence men, I will give you a defeription 
of it as handed to me by a very accurate and ingenious perfon, on 
whofe precife veracity I can rely j firft making fome remarks upon 
the preceding part of this letter. 

You will obferve from what I have already, faid, that, except!, g 
the mere, points of religious faith, the moral ordinances of Maho- 
medanifm comprehend moft of thofe parts of the Chriflian religion, 
f)n the pr;w?;icc of which the reputation of piety is founded ; and that 
for Ariel obedience to tliofe ordinances the.Mahomedans are mure re- 
markable than we are. Adultery is not frequent among them ; wine 

E 2 , is 
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is ieldom or never Ufed | thefi: is little known ; fo is murder. Then 
in the prataical parts of devotion, there are in the firft place prayers ; 
fecondly, ahftinence or faftihg; thirdly, charity. Tliofc are all Chriftian 
dodrines^ more zealoufly obfcrved by:thein than by us. Their ab- 
liitions are at leaft no injury to the canfe of morality or piety ; but 
rather, being done a; a religious exernfe, lerve to keep up the leries 
of intercourfe which fhould fuhfift between the Creature and his Cre- 
ator : befides, I cannot help thiiddng with our inimitable poet Thom- 

fon, that 

* 

- '■- from ^*ie body’s purity, the nisid. 

RecetTCs t fccr«t fympathetic aid. . Sgaiohs*— S ummer. 

And as to the pilgrlmaj^ to Mecca, howevet Irrational it may appear 
to U6, it is at leaft fecommoided by ftncerlty and zeal, and is doubtlefs 
in the eye of an all>{eei% Prowlence meritorious. He, we are to 
fuppofe, will judge not the value of the ad but the purity of the 
motive; and will accept it as the ofteiing of a frnl, blind mortal, 
bending in obedience m that which he conedves to be the will of 
H«ivcn. Beftdes, for die life of me I cannot fee why a pngrimage 
to Mecca is at all more culpable dian a pilgrimage to Jerufalem ; not 
to mention the thoufand other holy places to which well-meaning 
Chriftians go, for their foul’s fake, at imminent hazard of their lives, 
and certain mortification and hardihip to their bodies. 

Banilh then, my Frederick ! banifiifiom your heart all illiberal 

and 
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and uncharitable prejudices, if any have yet found their way to it. 
Revere and cling to your Religion as the beft and moft conducive to 
eternal and temporal happinelii j and the mcffe good becsuife it enjoins 
us to be charitable even to the Jews as well as to the Gentiles : but 
never think that you advance the caufe of that Religion, or do fervice 
to your God, by waging war againft your fellow-creatures for opi- 
nions they can no more help entertaining than you can help having 
yours, or by denouncing againft them that eternal fentence which 
refts with the Almighty alone to judge of or to pronounce. 

To a benevolent mind the animofities of mankind prefent a moft 
affliding pidure ; and the ftivolous pretexts, upon which thofe ani- 
raofities are grounded .render it only the more horrible. One would 
think that the fubftantial traffic of life, and the firuggle of mankind 
for the fuperfluities of it, of themfelves afforded ample materials for 
feuffle, without reforting to the ftiadowsof fpeculation for contention. 
Yet experience has ihewn us that opinion is a much more copious 
iource of animoftty and warfare ; and that for one man who has been 
curfed, murdered, or deftroyed by his fellow-creatures in a conteft 
for property, there are a thoufand who have fallen fiicrifices to the 
vengeance of hoftile opinion ; 

TSf avSfwinsf ev r» ir^Kyy.X7», uMa r» irifi run wfayfAnrun ioyitxru,. 

Were it poffible thiU I could obtain from the bounty of Heaven a 
grant of the firft wilh of my heart, that vrifli ffiould be to fee all 

mankind 
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mankind in harmony and mutual good will, ranging without dif- 
tindion, under the one great name of Man and Brother. Aathofe 
who foment the difunion between them are the moft pernicious 
monfters of fociety, fo he who endeavours to bring them one ftep 
nearer to a ^ncral accommodation of fentinent, who ftrives to incul- 
cate the principles of mutual toleras ioii. and encourage the growth of 
reciprocal affedion between me? a*^ fe^'nw bein,-?;'' may be juftly ranked 
among the beft friends of mankind, and the moft faithful fervants of 
Him who gave being to all. 

Among the grofs.mifreprefentation? of which I complain, and 
which for the fake of niankindl lament, is that general falfehood, the 
infidelity of the Turldlh women. The refpedable author whom I 
have before taken the freedom quoting, 1 mean Dr. Ruffel, de- 
clares that in twenty years ref’dence Aleppo, he did not remember’ 
a public inftance of adultery ; ^nd that in (he private waik"^ fcandal 
thofe he heard of were among the lowcft clafs, and did not in number 
exceed a dozen; In refped to the Franks (continues he) the under- 
** taking is attended not only vkh furh rifk tn the inclividnal, but 
“ may in its cnnftquertCed fo forionfly involve the whole fettlcment, 
“ that it is eitlu r never attempted, or is concealed v :th a fecrecy un- 
“ exainpled in other mauers. I ha^^e rcafon to believe that European 
“ travellers have fometimes had a Greek courtefan impofed on them 
“ for a Sultana ; and after having been heartily frightened, have been 
“ induced to pay fmartly, In order to preferve a lecret which the day 
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“ after was knowa td half thfc fiftcrbood ia tewm” I-Jc rtmarka, 
however, that •U GonftandnopJe the ftate of galkuMiy is different. 

On the fub^«3t of thcTudtiih moral charafljet',^ have endeavoured 
to be as concife as juflice would allow me to be j and yet I find that I 
have gone to fomc length. I cannot however difmife it without giv- 
ing you . crai'- which the Oiofl obdinate polemical prejudice, and 
the mod inveterate hatred, mud in Ipite of them pay the tribute of 
applaufe. 'I helr trcatincr-i. to their haves is beyond all example among 
us humane, tender, and generous, and Inch as may well bring a blulh 
in the laces of Chridlan dealers in human fleftii. When young flaves, 
male or female, arc bought by a Turk, they feem to be introduced into 
the family rather in the condition of an adopted child ; they receive 
the fame education, perform nearly the lanic offices, and are bound 
to no greater marks of irfpedt u:?n their mader’s own children— - and 
in fail feel nune of the gating clrcitmdances of a date of fervility ; 
the very word treatment they ever receive is to be put on, a footing 
with the menial domcftics, . r oidered to the fame duty as a valet or 
a page. It ofte*^ iianp . as, on the ether hand, that they arc married 
into the fauiilr, and ven fiequently are promoted to high offices in 
the State. If they adopt vt e deligiuu of tiieir maders, it is always 
fpontaneoufiy j and even to fla\e3 icken in war, no compulfion is 
ufed to make them change their Faith. 

The following is the bed defeription I am able to give you of an 
Eadem Caravan, It cxaftly coincides with my own obfervations, and 
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with the vanotUi, accounts I have had &ota odters. I owe it, as well 
as the account of the proceedings of the pilgrims at Mecca, to the kind 
offices a friend, who took the pains to procure them for me. 


DESCRIPTION OF A CARAVAN. 

' ^ 

Inclofed in the precedmg Letter, 

■* $ ' ' 

A CARAVAN, whkh is fo often mentioned in the hiftorjr and 
defcription of the £aft, and in all the tales and Rories of thofe coun- 
tries, is an aflemhlage of travellers, partly pilgrims, partly merchants, 
who coUed together in order to confolidate a fufficient force to pro- 
ted them, in travelling riirot^h the hideous wUds and burning deferts 
over which they are cooihrained to pais for commercial and other pur- 
pofes ; thofe wilds bek^ infeRed with Arabs, who make a profefliou 
of pillage, and rob in mod: formidable bodies, fome almoil as large as 
fmall armies. As the colledion of fuch a number requires time, and 
the embodying of them is a ferious concern, it is concoted with great 
care and preparation, and is never attempted without tbcpermiffion of 
the Prince in whofe domiuious it is to be formed, and of thofe alfo 
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through whofe dominions it is to pals, cxprell'ecl in writing, 'i hc 
exad utimher of men and carriages, mules, horfes, and other bealls of 
burthen, arc fpeciiied in the Ucenfe j aqd the merchants to whom the 
caravan belongs, regulate and ^red every thing appertaining to its 
government and police during the journey, and appoint die various 
officers neceffary for conducing it. 

Each caravan has four principal officers : the firft, the Caravanba- 
chi, or head of the caravan; the fecond, the Captain of the march; the 
third, the Captain of the flop or reft ; and the fourth, the Captain of 
the dlftribution. The firft has the uncontroulable authority and com- 
mand over all the others, and gives them his orders: the fecond is ab- 
folute during the march ; but bb authority immediately ceafes on the 
Hopping or encamping of the caravan, vffien the third alTumes his lhare 
of the authority, and exerts it daring the time of its remaining at reft : 
and the fourth orders the difpoffilon of every fmt of the caravan, in 
cafe of an attack or battle. This laft office* has alfoduring the march 
the infpedionand diredionof the dlftribution of provifions, which is 
conduded under his management by fevcral inferior officers, who are 
obliged to give fccurity to the maftta: of the caravan ; each of them 
having the care of a certain- number of men, elephants, dromedaries, 
camels, &c. &c. which they undertake to condud and furnilh with 
provifions at ffieir own rifijuc, according to an agreement ftipulated 
between them. 

A fifth officer of the caravan is the pay-mafter or tr£afurer,who 
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has undcrhim a great many clerks ^d iotctpretcrs, appointed to Jkcq) 
accurate jpurnals of all the jjCKdd^ts that occur tq>on the 

journey. And it is by tfaefe journals, ligiied by Ah fiq)erior officers, 
that the owners of Ac caravan ju(^ whether they have been well or 
ill ferved or conduded. , ; , 

Another kind of officers are the Mathematicians, without whom 
no caravan will l^refume to fct out There arc commonly three of 
them attached to a caiavan of Jai^ iGzc j and Aey perform the offices 
boAofquarter<>maffiers and aides-de-camp, leading the troops when the 
carayan is attacked, and affigning Ac liters where the caravan is 
appointed to encamp. 

There are no lefs thtm five diftind forts cf caravans : firft, the 

• ♦ 

heavy caravans, which -are compofed of dqjhapte, dromedaries, ca- 
mels, and horfes ; fccoodly, Ae. .light caravan®, which have but few 
elephants j thirdly, the common^aracyans, where there are none of 
thofe aniauds ; fourtidy, Ac horfc carairans, where there are neither 
dromedaries nor camels j and laftly,fea caravans, confifting of veffelsj 
from whence you will obferve Aat Ac wend caravan is not confined 
to Ac land, but extends to the water .aHb. 

The proportion obferved in,Ae. heavy caravan is as follows: 
When there are five hunAed elephants, they add a Aouland Aome- 
darics and two Aoufand horfes at the leafl: ; and then the efcort is 
compofed of four Aouland men on horfeback. Two ipen are required 
for leading one elephant, five for three Aomedaries, and feven for 
5 eleven 
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eleven camelsii This muldtUdt'^^ fervanls, togtther ■^ith the officers 
and paffengers, whofc ntitoberfe'Uiik^rtami ferve to fupport the efcon 

in cafe of a %ht/£iiul Tendk%he CAlSayan teor^ formidable and&cure. 

* 

The paffengers are not abfolutcly obligedto 'but acedrding to the 
laws and ufages of the caravans, if they refufe to do fb, they are not 
entitled to any provifions Whatever from the caravan, even- though 
they fhould agree to pay an extravagant price for them. 

Every elephant is inoiinled’ by What they call a Nick j that is to 
fay, a young lad of nine of ^ years the buftnefr, 

who drives the elephant, and pri^s it vidfh a pointdd froti'tO animate 
it in the fight ; the fame lad alfo loads the lire-amiS tsf the two fddiers 
• who mount the elephant with hiiri. . 

The day of the dtravan fisblhg, out fiXed,'^id -inever 

altered or poftponed f fo that ho d^i^i>e^tlhehtti^^ffibly4N^^ to 
any one. ' ■ ' v. ■ • 

One would fuppofc that foehotmoii^ ahdpbWerful abt^y^^fo wdl 
armed, might he certain of moving forward without feSf 'hf being 
robbed ; but as moft of the Arabian' Princes hav^ no other haeans to 
fubfift but by their robberies, ditiy l£e«|) Ipieii in all paVts, who give 

^ r , ^ . . 

them notice* when the caravans fbt btff, Which they Way-lay ; and 
fometimes attack With fuperior force, overpower them, plunder them 
of all their treafure, and make Haves of the Whole convoy — foreigners 
excepted, to whom they generally ffiew mote mercy. If they are 
repulfed, they generally come to fomc 'agreement'; the conditions of 
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which are pretty wett djfetved, fifpccially if the aflailaots are nati\'c 
Arabians. The carryinj^ on of robbei4e« with inch armies njay ap- 
pear ailoui/hiog ; but wh«t the temptatk^ is eonfidercd, and when 
it is known that one caravan only is foffiedtnes enough to enrich 
thofe Princes, much of o«r fiir^fe viHuflies. 

They are oWigcd to ufe great precaodons to prevent the caravan 
from introdudng that drcidiftd ^flempcr, the j^agac, Into the places 
through w^ich tliieiy paft, or from beii^ themfdves infeded with it. 
Wbjdnihetefore tfiey irilvie near ji town,' the inhabitants of the town 
and the people of tiie cariivan frcM a Hbtemn conference concern- 
liig the ftate of their healthi and very fincerely coiatnunicate to each 
oAer the ftatc of the cafri candidly hrfdf^ihg each other whether 
there be danger <m to fufped any 

contagious dUlemper, tJiey iwticably communication 

whatever (halt ttike f «hd the caravan Hands 

in need of :lhty are don'^ |o them with the utmoft 

caution over the w^ls of the tovim« 

The frtighes, ImFddiip's, and httzinds, atten^ng thofe caravans, 
are fo gresrt, that they oortainfy would never he imdertakcn, if the 
amadng profits did not in fomc meafiue ieo^tcihalance them. — ^The 
merchant who travels in them muft be a)ntent with fuch provifions 
as he can get, muft part with all hie tklicades, and pve up all hope 
of wfe j he muft fubmit to the fri^tfiil confufion of languages and 
nations; the fedguw of long marches over faads, and under a cli- 
mate 
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mate ahnoft fufiicieiuly hot to . redupe him to a pinder : he mufi 
fubmk cheerfully tp exorbitant dutiee fraudulently levied, and auda^ 
clous robberies and fubtle tricks pradtifed by the herd pf vagabonds 
who follow the caravans— for preventing which, the merchants have 
a variety of well contrived locks, that can only be opened by, thofe 
who know the knack of them. 

But in fome tracks of caravans there are dangers, and horriWe 
ones, againll which no hnnran forefight or power can provide, and 
beneath which whole caravans fink, Mid art ttcver after heard of. 

The Egyptian caravans are particularly fid^ed to hazards in the 
horrid tracks they are neceflarily obliged 4© through fimdy de- 
ferts, where, for boundlefs extents, nature has denied one fmgle 
circumftance of favour j where it; Wade of grafs never grevr^ nor a 
drop of water ever ran j whwi the Icorching .fire of the fiin has 
baniflieJ the kindly influence: o^^;&e, other elements ; where, for 
feveral days journey, no objed mee^s the eye to guide the parched 
traveller in his way; and where the cafoal track of one earavan is 
clofed by the moving fondsy before another can conae to take ad- 
vantage of it, la tlmfe vafl: plains burning fands, if the guide 
fhould happen to kde his way, provifion of water, fo necelTary 
to catty them to the place where they are to find more, mull: infai-r 
fibly foil them ; in fuch a cafe the mules and horfes die with fatigue 
and thirft ; aiid even the camels, ootwithfiandiug thmr extraordinary 
power to fubfift without water, foon peihh in the fame manner, to> 
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gcther with the people of the caravan, wandering !h thofe fnghtful 
Tdeferts. ' 

But more dreadful ftill, and ftHl mow; inevitable, is the danger 
when a fouth win(b happens to ri& iii thofe fandy deferts. The 
Icaft mifehief it occafions il^' to dry iip^the leathern bags which con- 
tain the provifion of water for the journey. This wind, to which 
the Arabs give the epithet of poifoned, often ffifles in a moment 
thofe who have the misfortune to meet it ; to ' prevent which, they 
are bbli^d to throw tffi^ifelves immediately on the ground, putting 
their faces clofe to the “burning fends which furround them on all 
iides,' and covering thdt mouths wi^ fome linen cloth, left by 
breathing they fhould fwallow inflaiitaheotfe death, wiuch this wind 
carries with it wherever it extends.-**Befides Which, whole caravans 
are often buried under ihoving hills of burmng fend, raifed by the 
agitation of the winds./' , 

All thofe horrors and dangers are fo exquilltely defcribed by our 
charming bard Thomson, that I cannot refrain from tranferibing the 
palTage, as bringing them more imtnetfiktely home to the underftanding 
and the heart, than volumes of common defeription could do. 

. - ' ^ \ ''f' 

Brcnthcd hot 

From all the boundtefs furnace of the iky, 

And the wide glittering waftc of burning fand, 

A fufibcating wind the pilgrim finites 
With inftant death. Patient of thirft and toib 
Sou of the Dcfcrt ! even the camel feels, 
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Shot through his withered heart, the fiery blaft. 

Or from tlw: hlack-rcd ether burfting broad 
Sallies the fudden whirlwind. Straight the fands, 

Commov’d around, in gathering eddies play ; 

Nearer and nearer flill they darkening come > 

Till, with the general aUdnvblving ftorm 
Swept lip, the whole continuous wilds arife ; 

And by their noon-day fount dcje£l:cd thrown, 

O? funk at night in fad difaftrous lleep 
Beneath defeending hills, the cararan 
1$ buried deep. In Cairo’s crowded 
Th’ impatient Merchant wondering waits in rain, 

And Mecca faddens at tie long dday,—— 

Yet, notwithftanding all thofe hcarible circumftanccs of terror and 
danger — trade, and the defire isTgain, on the one hand, induce mul- 
titudes of people to run the hazard : 

, Impigerexttemo* ourrit . Mercator , ad Indos, 

Per marc pauperiem fugiens, per faxa, per ignes. 

' ' HoaACE. 

And on the other hatid, enthufiafm and religious zeal fend thoufands 
to tempt their fiite, and take a paflage to Heaven through thofe 
horrid regions. Thus vre fee in what various ways delufion operates. 
— The Merchant might find a livelihood, and the Bigot his way to 
divine favour, juft as well by ftaying within the confines of their 
own native home. 


. ACCOUNT 
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ACCOUNT OF THE CEREMONIES OBSERVED BY PILGRIMS 
ON THEIR ARRIVAL AT MECCA. 

The caravans are generally fo ordered as to arrive at Mecca 
about forty days after the Faft of Ramedan, and imroediately pre- 
vious to the Corban, or Great Sacrihce. Five or fix days before that 
Fcftival, the three great caravans, viz. that from Europe, that from 
Afia Minor, and that from Arabia, unite j and all, confining of 
about two hundred thoufand men, wid three hundred thoufand 
beafts of burthen, encamp at feme miles from Mecca. The pil- 
grims form themfelvcs into fmall detachments, and enter the town 
to arrange the ceremonies preparato^ to the Great Sacrifice, They 
are led through a ftrcet of continual alcent, till they arrive at a gate 
on an eminence, called the Gate of Health. ' From thence they fee 
the great Mofque which Inclofes the Houfe of Abraham. • They fa- 
lutc it with the moft profound refped and devotion, repeating twice, 
** Salam Alek Irufoul Allah !” that is to fay, ** Peace be with the 
“ AmbalTador of God !” Thence, at fome diftance, they mount 
five fteps to a large platform faced with ftone, where they offer up 
their prayers ; they then defeend on the other fide of it, and advance 
towards two arches, of the fame Jdnd of dimenfions, hut at fome 
diftance from each other, through which they pafs with great filence 
and devotion. This ceremony muft be performed feven times. 

From 
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From hence proceeding to the great Mofque which inclofcs the 
Houfe of Abraham, they enter the Mofque, and walk feven times 
round the little building contained within it, laying, “ This is the 
“ Houfe of God, and of his fervant Abraham.” Then kilTing 
with great veneration a black ftone, faid to have defeended white 
from Heaven, they go to the famous Well called Zun Zun, which 
the Angel (hewed to Hagar when Ihe was diftreffed in the defert, 
and could find no water for her fon Ilhmael, and which the Arabs call 
Zem Zem. Into this Well they plunge with all their clothes, re- 
peating “ Toba Alla, Toba Alla 1** that is to fey, ** Forgivenefs, God ! 
Forgivenefs, God !” They th^ drink a dnuight of that foetid, turbid 
water, and depart. 

The duty of bathing and drinking they are obliged to pafs 
through once; but thofe who would grin Paradife Wore the others, 
muft repeat it once a day during the Itay of the Caravan at Mecca. 

At fifteen miles from the town of Mecca there is a hill called 
“ Ghiabal Arafata,” or “ the Mount of Forgivenefs.” It is about 
two miles in circumference — a moft delicious fpot On it Ad.\m 
and Eve met, after the Loud had, for their tranfgreflions, feparated 
them forty years. Here they cohabited and lived in excefs of hap- 
pinefs, having built a houfe on it, called “ Beith Adam,” that is to 
fay, “ the Houfe of Adam.” On the eve of the day of Sacrifice, 
^e three caravans, ranged in a triangular form, furround this 
mountain - during the whole night the people rejoice, clamour and 
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riot — firing off cannon, mulkets, piffols, and fire-works, wiih an 
inceffant found of drums and trumpets. As foon as day breaks, a 
profound filence fucceeds — they flay their Iheep and offer up their 
facrifice on the mountaim with •every demonftration of the moft pro- 
found devotion. 

, 

On a fudden a Scheik (or Head df a Temple), a kind of Prelate, 
rufiics from amiffft them, mounted on a camel -- he afeends five 
fteps, rendered pradicable for the purpofe, and in a ftudied fermon 
preaches thus to the people : 

“ Return praife aijd thanks for the infinite and immenfe benefits 
“ granted by God to Mahomedans, through the mediation of his 
“ moft beloved friend arid prophet, Mahomet : for that he has de- 
“ livered them from the flavery and.hondage of fm and idolatry, in 
“ which they were plu<^g;fcd} has given them the Houfe of Abra- 
“ ham, from whenclp they ean be heard-, and their petitions granted ; 
“ alfo the Mountain of for^veflefs, by which they can implore Him, 
and obtain a pardon and remilEoft of all their fins. 

“ For that the bleffed, pious^ arid merciful God, ^ver of all 
“good gifts, commanded Ms' fecretary, Abraham, to build hi mfelf 
“ a houfe at Mecca, whence his defeendaots might pray to the A1- 
“ mighty, and their defires be fulfilled. 

“ On this command all the mountains in the world ran, as it 
were, each ambitious to aflift the Secretary of the Lord, and to 
** furnifh a ftonc towards erring the holy houfe ; all, except thw 
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poor little Mountain, whicli, through mere indigence', could not 
“ contribute a ftone. It continue^ therefore thirty years grievoufly 
‘‘ afflided : at length the Eternal God obferved its anguifh, and, 
“ moved with pity at Us long fuffering, broUe forth, faying, I can 
“ forbear no longer, pay child ! your bitter lamentations have reached 
“ my ears j and I now declare, that all thofe who go to vifit the 
houfe of my friend Abraham Ihall not be abfolved of their fins, 
“ if they do not firfl: reverence you, and celebrate on you the holy 
“ Sacrifice, which I have enjoined my people through the mouth 
** of my prophet Mahomet ! Love God ! Pray ! Give Alms !” 

After this fermon the people f^ute the Mountain, and depart. 


LETTER XXXU. 


In my laft letters I endeavoured to give you an ac- 
count of the Turkifh Government, Laws, and ConlHtution in ge- 
neral, fo far as I was able to colled information on the fubjed. I 
will now proceed to a defeription of thofe particular parts of that 
vaft Empire through which I had occafion to travel. 

During itiy flay at Aleppo, I experienced much politenefs and 
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hofpitalily from the European gentry refident there, and particularly 
from Mr. — — , at whofe houfe I entirely rcfided ; and as the 
Franks live on a very good footing with each other, the time palled 
fo agreeably, that were it not for “ that within,” I ihould have been 
happy cnough~We rqde out occafionally, fonaetitnes hunting, fome- 
times merely for the ride fake. Sometimes with an intelligent na- 
tive whom I got to walk with me, or with fome of the Franks, F 
walked about the town, in order to amufe away the time and fee 
what was going forward, notwithftanding t^ cry of “ Frangi Cucu !” 
or “ Cuckold Frank !” which frequently followed us for the length of 
a ftreet. Sometimes we wept of evenings to foroe of the outlets, where 
preparation was made for our reception by ferv^nts, previoufly dif- 
patched for the purpofe, and there regaled with coffee, wine, fruits, &c. 

The firft day we went on a party of the laft mentioned kind, 
]Mr$. did us the honour to accompany us : the place ap- 

pointed was iq a range of beautiful rural gardens that lie along^ the 
fide of a river; where the well cultivated earth teeming with a vaff 
abundance of the heft cfculent plants, flowers, flowering fhrubs and 
fruit-trees, afforded a moft delirious regale to the fenfes ; and the 
plane, the willow, the afli» the pomegranate, and a variety of other 
trees, cluftered together in almoft impervious thickets, yielded a 
delightful fliady retreat from the piercing rays of the Shun. It was 
on this occafion that I got the firft fperimen of Turkiih illiberalltyv, 
which, as I was entirely unprepared for it, confounded no, and neariy^ 
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deprived me of temper and of prudence. As we walked along, I 
obferved feveral Turks addreffing 'thcmfelves to Mrs. ■ and 

me, who walked arm in arm, and fpeaking with a loudnefs of voice, 
contortion of countenance, and violence of geflicalation, attended 
with a clapping of hands, which, though I did not underftand 
their language, I could plsdnly perceive carried the appearance of 
menace or infult. I was at a lofs what to think of it : Mrs. — ■ 
blulhed, and feemod much hurt : Mr. — and the other gen- 

tlemen were filent, and betrayed not the leaft mark of emotion or 
refentraent. At length,, when we got from them, I a&ed what it 

meant I and was told, that it waS‘^1 aimed at ’Mrs,. ,. or at 

leaft occafioned by her that, bigoted to the cuftoms of their own 
country, and utterly ignorant o£ diofe' ttf any other, they were af- 
fefted with great indignation at Iter , dtefe, occafional derangement 
of her veil, and, above all, at the V%^nelef8 and unpardonably 
wicked circumftance of a woman t?*®dng fo openly and. familiarly 
in the company of men. Talking of this afl&ir afterwards with Mr. 

, the lady’s huHjand^ he aflhred me,, that' there was not an 

epproWous and infamous epithet which, the vulgar ingenuity of the 
brightcft quean in Billingfgate could think of* that they had not 
huddled upon us. I was beyond meafure aftoniflied at the cool- 
nefs with which he bore it, and faidj that if I had underftood what 
they had faid, I fhould moft ccrtdnly have been unable to reftrain 
[pyfdf, and would have knocked one of them down as an errample 
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to the rdft. Ha4 you done fo, wturnfed he, you would certainly 
have repented it : for, if you eloped being ftooed, or put to death 
upon the ^ot, the legal punifliment f<» an infidel ftriking a true 
believer, you could not efcape j and probably we, and all the Franks 
in the city, would fuflTer for it : it would at all events cairie a dread- 
ful- convulfion in the place, and you would yourfelf fall a facrifice 
to h. 

Not long fince J was converfing on this fubjeS with a gentle- 
■man of my acquaintance, and mentioned it with fome afpciity, as 
art&ig from a fpirit of bigotry pecufiar to Mahomedans. — “ My 
** good Sir,” faid he, “ let me undeceive you ! the very fame would 
“ be done in mod parts of Spain. I was one day,” continued he, 
** walking in a town in Sj^n, in company with the wife of a gen- 
" tleman who refided there, who were both well known, and bore 
the moft unes-ceptionabie chara(der. Seeing me-however walking 
“ with her, the populace, as we pafled, held up two fingers fignifi- 
cantly, and cried to 1^, What a cuckold is your hufliand ! and 
** concluded with * TocIm las l^teias fon putas,’ or, .‘All Englilh 
women are -^8.* fie added, ^athe was even in Gadiz^ where 
“ commercial intercourle renders ^em rafter more libend ftan in 
other pMts of that country, frequently accofted by litrie children 
** themfelves, with * Crees in I^o8?’ 'F)o you believe in Gkid? and 
** fometimes forming a taofe with the thumb of the right hand and 
the forefinger, ‘ Ciees cn efte ? Crees en efte ? No ! No ! Ah Ji^ 
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“ dio ! Moro ! Barbaro ! Bruto ! Proteftante ! Puerco ! Vola al lo# 
“ Infernos ! !’ In Englifh — Do you believe in this ? Do you be- 
“ lieve in this ? No ! No ! Ah Jew ! Moor ! Barbarian ! Protcftant ! 
“ Hog ! Go to Hell ! !” 

So much for human beneficence and charity,. under thc.foftcring 
aufpices of religion ! 

The houfe of Mr. — , wherfe I was fo hofpitably lodged, 

was a magnificent edifice, built in. all the fullnefs of Eaftern gran- 
deur and luxury, and fumilhed with all the fplendour and ftate of 
Turkey, united with the tafte and opulence of Great Britain. It was 
indeed a houfe in which voluptuoufnefs itfelf might fit down with 
fatisfadion— The moft unaffeded hofpitality and generous benevo- 
lence invited and fpread the board, and politenefs and affability prc- 
fided over all. Never fhall I forget; it— never (hall I think of it 
without gratitude and efteem. 

A gentleman of the opulence and confequetice df Mr. , . 

with a houfe fuch as I have defcribed, and a difpofition to focial en- 
joyment, was not, you will conclude, without a refort of company 
and fiiends ; in truth, he had friends even sunong the better fort of 
Turks. Parties of pleafurc had no intermiflidn while I was there ; 
and as the ladies of Europe or of European cxtradion in that coun- 
try arc highly accomplUhed, fpeak many languages, are indefatiga- 
ble in their efforts to pleafe, and receive ftrangers from Europe with 
a joy and fatisfadion not to be defcribed, Aleppo would have been 
4 to ' 
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to me an Elyfiium, if the pleafures of the place did not from the 
beginning fuffer dhininution from my own painful fcnfations, whicli 
were aggravated at laft by an incident that arofe from my inter- 
courfe there— of which more hereafter. 

While I remained at Aleppo, I walked, as I before told you, 
frequently about the ftrects ; and I think I never was witnefs to fo 
many broils in all my life put together, as I was in my wanderings 
there — Not a time I went out that I did not obferve one, two, three, 
and fometimes half a dozen or more. They have nothing terrible 
in them however, and, were it not extremely difgufting to fee men 
fcold, tvould be very entertaining; for I will venture to fay that 
a ftreet battle “ a la Turque” is one of the moft ludicrous exhi- 
bitions in the world. The parties approach to each other, and re- 
treat mutually, as the adion of the one ^ves hopes to the other of 
vidory, lifting their hands, and flourilhing them in the air, as if 
ready to ftrike every moment, grinning and gnafhing their teeth, 
while their beard and whifkers befprent with the fpume of their 
mouths, and wagging with the quick motion of their lips and 
ghaftly contortions of their jaws, prefent the moft ridiculous fpec- 
tacle imaginable. They reminded me at the time of a verfe in an 
•old Englifh Ballad 

Tis merry in die hall, 

When heards wag all. 

Nothing, in fad, can exceed the extrava,gance of their gefture ; 
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the vehenftttt loudiiefs of their voice, or the whimfical diftortioni 
of their countenances, in which are difplayed fonlltirnes the cjaickeft 
viciffitucks of fear and fury, and fometimcs the mbft laughable 
combination of both. All this time, however, not a fmgle blow i# 
actually ftruck ; but they compenfate for the want of bodily provvefs 
by the exercife of the tongue, denouncing vengeance againft each 
other, threatening inftant demolition, lavifhing every bitter reproach, 
every filthy epithet, and every horrible imprecation that they can 
think of, and both boafting occafionally of thdr patience and forbear* 
ance, which fortunately enabled them to refrain from aWihilating 
their adverfary. At laft the fray gradually decays : exhaufted with 
fatigue, and half choaked with duft and vociferation, they retreat 
gradually backwards to their own doors j where fumming up all their 
malignity into a moft horrid execration, they part for the time, and 
retire to vaunt in empty threat, and growl away their rage, in the 
recefles of their Haram. 

Yet thofe people are found terrible in battle by the Chriftian troops 
that have from time to time been oppofird to them : here, if proof 
be wanting of the effeds of Religion On the human mind, is an in- 
controvertible one of its powerful operations. Under the influence 
of their faith, which tells them that they go to Paradife inftantly if 
killed in battle with Infidels, they perform prodigies of valour fight- 
ing againft Chriftians; while, forbidden by that faith to imbrue tlicir 
hands in the blood of a true believer, their paffions have been gra Ju- 
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ally brought under the dominion of their religion, till that which at 
firft was faith at lift becomes habit, and the appropriate energy and 
courage of the man has funk into the degrading and emafculant 
efforts of the woman. 

The prafliice of fighting, or perfonal conflids between individuals 
of the fame fociety, feems to have been condemned by the univerfal 
confent of all religions. The Gentoos, as well as all the other feds 
of the various parts of the Eaft through which I have travelled, give 
vent to their palEon in nearly the fame manner as the Turks. The 
Chriftians too are moft ftridly forbidden to ftrike one another by the 
great Author of their faith : but it is their good fortune, that they 
not only have the beft religion in the world for their guidance, but 
that they are the only people in the world who claim exemption 
from the penalties of that religion, and think themfelves wronged 
and their perfonal rights infringed, if they are refufed the privilege 
of breaking through its rules whenever thofe rules are at variance 
with their convenience. 

Be it your care, my dear child ! to fortify your mind with the 
fpirit of true religion and found morality, and let your pradice in 
life be ever guided by their precepts. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIII. 


T. HE avidity with which human creatures fcarch for Ibme- 
thing to recreate the mind and keep it in exercife, is of itfelf a con- 
vincing proof of the natural adivity of our intelledual faculties, and 
fliews that, like the different parts of the body, they were given by 
Providence to be called into effort and improved by pradice. As 
they who by the favours of opulence are exempted from the necefllty 
of adual bodily labour, are obliged to have recourfe to artificial 
labour called exercife ; fo they who have the misfortune to be pre- 
cluded from the employment of the mind by bufinefs, are obliged to 
feek mental exercife in a variety of expedients, fome of which are 
criminal, fome foolilh, and fome good for nothing or indifferent. 
Cards, dice, and games of chance are (according to the extent to 
which they arc carried) of the two former— tale and novel-reading 
of the two latter. Thofe however ferve to occupy the vacant hours 
of all the idle and unemployed. And when letters deny their 
friendly aid, we find among ourfelves the deficiency fupplied from 
the lefs ample refources of the memory j and ftory-telling, love tales, 
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fairy tales, and goblin and ghoft adventures, are recited round the 
villager’s fire or the kitchen hearth in as great numbers, with as much 
ingenuity, and to as great effed, as they are to be found written in 
the innumerable volumes on the (helves of our circulating libraries. 

In Turkey, where the art of printing has not yet been known, 
where the circulation of literary produdions is chained down within 
the narrow compafs of manufeript, and where therefore the efforts of 
genius are repreffed by difeouragement, the bulinefs of flory-telling 
makes in itfelf a profeflion, which, as it is acquired by ftudy and pro- 
fecuted with art, is followed with confiderable profit. 

One day a friend (a French gentleman) who efcorted me through 
tlifi towm, called to draw me out with him for a walk ; he faid he 
wiflied to Ihew me fome of the caravanferas, obferving that he thought 
I Ihould be entertained with a view of them. I agreed to go ; and he 
brought me to two, which, after he had fhewn to me and explained 
their principle, police, and etiquette, I could not help admiring and 
approving. To both thefe were attached eating-houfes and coffee- 
houfes, and every appendage that could render them convenient and 
comfortable. As we were about leaving the laft, I obferved my 
friend flop and liften attentively. “ Come hither,” faid he, after a 
minute’s paufe — “ come into this coffee-houfe, here is fomething 
going forward that may amufe you.” 

We accordingly entered the coffee-houfe, where we faw a num- 
ber of people, fome feated in the Turkifh fafhion, fome on low 
I ftools, 
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{tools, and fome ftanding ; and in the middle a man walking to and 
fro, fpeaking in an audible voice, fometimes flowly, fotnetimcs 
with rapidity, varying his tones occafionally with all the inflexions 
of a correfponding fenfe. I could not underftand him, but he feerned 
to me to fpeak with “ good emphafis and good difcretion his adion 
was eafy to him, though expreffive and emphatical ; and his coun- 
tenance exhibited ftrong marks of eloquent expreifion. I could not 
help flaring with attonifhment at a feene fo new to me, and felt 
great approbation of the tones and manner of this extraordinary 
orator, though I could not underfland a Angle word he faid. He 
was liftened to by all with great attention, and the Turks (albeit not 
uled to the laughing mood) frequently betrayed ftrong fymptoms 
of rilihility : but in the height and torrent of his fpeech he broke 
fuddenly off, fcampered out of the door and difappeared. I fet it 
down that he was a maniac or lunatic of an ingenious kind, and was 
for going away. “ Stay,” fays my fnend, “ reft where you are for a 
few minutes, let us hear further.” 

The orator had fcarcely been gone three minutes when the room 
was filled with the buzz of converfation, a word of which I could 
not underftand, but which my guide liftened to very attentively. 
At length the buzz began to grow loud, and foon incrcafcd into 
clamour ; when a feene enfued of fo very ludicrous a kind as 
forced me to cram my handkerchief into my mouth to fupprefs a 
Vaugh, or at leaft fo to ftifle it as to avoid obfmation. In ftiort, 
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^hey were difputhrg violently, and the beards were, as I once before 
-mentioned to you, all wagging. I became more convulfed with 
mirth ; and my friend feeing that I was likely to give offence, took 
me under the arm and hurried me out of the coffee-houfe : we 
retired into a porch in the caravanfera, where I gave vent to my fup- 
prefled laughter till my fides were fore and my eyes ran tears. 

'if 

“ In the name of God, my friend !” faid I, “ tell me what is tlie’ 
meaning of all that extravagant feene to which we have juft now 
been witnefs : who is that madman that fpoke fo much ? and why 
-did they all quarrel after he went away ?” 

“ Come, come,” faid he, “ let us retire to my houfe, and I will 
there explain the whole of it to you, from beginning to ending.” 

I accordingly accompanied him home, where we found a very 
gay circle affemblcd, to whom he deferibed my aftonifliment ; rc- 
trounting my immoderate laughter, till they all laughed very nearly 
as immoderately as myfelf. “ You mull know,” faid he, addrefling 
himfelf to me, “ that he whom you took to be a madman, is one of 
the moft celebrated compofers and tellers of ftories in Afia, and only 
wants the aid of printing, to be perhaps as eminent in reputation 
for making Contes, as Marmontel or Madame D’Anois. As we 
paffed along 1 heard his voice, and, knowing it, refolved to let you 
fee him, and brought you in for the purpofe. He was entertaining 
the company witli a very curious, interefting, and comical ftory^ 
the fubjea of which was avarice ; the hero a mifer of the name 
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of Caflem. His milery and avarice are reprefented in it as bringing 
him into a variety of fcrapes, which wafte his wealth ; and his cha- 
ra£ler is drawn with fuch ftrength of colouring, and marked with 
fuch grotefque lines of humour — he related it moreover with fo much 
wit, in fuch admirable language, and embellifhed and enforced it 
with fuch appropriate a«f|ion, utterance and emphafis — that it riveted, 
as you faw, the attention of all his auditors, and extorted laughter 
even from Turkilh gravity.’* 

“ But how came he to break off fo fuddenly ?’ faid 1. 

“ That,” returned my friend, “ is a part of the art of his profefllon, 
without which he could not live : juft as he gets to a moft interefting 
part of the ftory, when he has wound the imagination of his audi- 
tors up to the higheft climax of expeftation, he purpofely breaks off 
to make them eager for the reft. He is fure to have them all next 
day, with additional numbers who come on their report, and he 
makes his terms to finifti the ftory.” 

“ Why then,” interrupted I, “ why did they who remained 
behind fall difputing ?” 

“ That 1 will explain to you,” fakl he. “ Juft as he broke off, 
Caffem the mifer (who, as far as I hearil, feems as well drawn as Mo- 
Here’s Avare) having already fuffered a thoufand whimfical raif- 
fortunes and dilapidations of fortune, is brought before the Cadi fbr 
digging In his garden, on the prefumption that he was digging for 
treafure. As foon as the hiftorian was gone, they firft applauded 
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him, then began to difeufs his ftpry — which they one and 
all agreed in praifmg highly : and when they came to talk of the 
probable iflue of the fequel of it, there were almofl: as many opinions 
as there were men in company j each maintained his owit, and they 
went to loggerhea^^ as yon faw about it — ^when the chance is a 
thoufand to one, that not one c£ them was near the mark. One in 
particular' furmi^sd that Caflem would be married to the Cadi's 
daughter j which gave great offence to fotfte, and roufed another of 
the company to declare, that ho was well affured in his confcience 
tl^at eSalieta would be brought to the baffinado or the Hake, or 
die hmaged, in the fequel.” 

“ And is k poflible,” fald 1, ** that a group of twenty or thirty 
rarional beings cam be fo £ur bereff: of all cooamon fenfe, as to difpute 
upon the refult of a* ccmtingency, w^h abfolutely depends on the 
arbitrary fancy of an adenowiedged fajhcicator of fidfehoods ?” 

“ C'^ vrai, Monfieur ! and diereby they demon&ate the power of 
the poet (for poet we may well call him) ; and* tiitre nousy I doubt 
whether it is not more rational, as well as more fair, to difpute what the 
denouement ought to be before than after the inventor of the piece has 
difpofed of it, as is the pradice with us. When he has once finilhed 
his fable, you will find them all content, and the voice of criticifm 
filenr. Now in France or England, our critics lie perdue^ in order 
to attack the poet, let him finifli his performance how he may. But 
you will recoiled, Monfieur, that in Turkey criticifm is the honeft 
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fpontJMieous iflue of the heart, and with us is a trade, where fomc- 
times lucre, fometimes vanity, but oftener tlian both, envy and malice 
dired the decifion, and difpofe to cavil and cenfure. 

But we will go again to-morrow, continued he, probably he will be 
there to conclude or proceed further with his ftory j I agreed to this 
and we parted. 

On the next day we went, and not feeing the orator in his place, 
lounged about tixe caravanfera, and goiirg to another coffee-houfc 
found him declaiming with all his might. My friend told me tliat 
tlie ftory he was now on was quite different from the former : how- 
ever we watched his motions fo effedually that we got the cpnclu- 
fion of the ftory of Caflem, which completely difappointed the pro- 
gnoftics of the two confliding Turirifh critics j for Caflem was neither 
baftinadoed, ftabed, or ban^d, nor married to the Cadi's daughter, 
but lived to fee that extreme avarice was folly ; and to be fenfiblc 
that to make the proper ufe of the goods of this life is to enjoy 
them. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


My lail letter has fliewn you, that the Conceptions of genius, 
thougK they may want the aid of the Prefs to bring them in full 
and ^rfe£t dilclofure to the world, will yet burft through their 
bounds, and find fome means of communication with mankind ; for 
though the art of^Printihg be unknown in Turkey, the emanations 
of fuperior intrileiQ: and fancy find their way to the general ear 
through the mediiim of public declamation |n coffee-houfcs. This 
Jetter will lerve to Ihew you that malverlatioh ih office, public delin- 
quency, and all thofe crimes of the great, which with us are cogniz- 
able by no tribunal but that of the public prefs, are not altogether 
fo exempt from the lafh apd expofure of the fadrift in Turkey, as 
the want of that great palladium of Freedom, would difpofe us to be- 
lieve ; and that, incredible as it may appear, the magiftrates are held 
up to ridicule in public exhibition, fatirifed with all the extravagant 
vulgarity of coarfe humour, and unpoliflied Wit, and expofed with 
all the bitter exaggerations oi envenomed geniiiiii 

The French gentleman whqm I mentioned to you in my laft, 
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fls having procured me that pleafant repaft at the coffce-houfe, called 
on me a* morning or two after that, and reminded me how highly I 
feemed to be entertained ; faid, there were often to be feen, hy 
walking about and going into puUtc places, a variety of; things, 
which, however worthleft and imentertaining in themfelves, might, 
from the novelty of their appearance, and their . linlikcUnefs to- any 
thing feen in Europe, ferve either to divert by their oddity, or pro- 
mote the conception of new ideas in the mind : he therefore recom- 
mended it to me, with all the zeal of a perfon who took an intereft 
in my happinefs, to keep on my, legs and in the ftreets while I re- 
mained at Aleppo. ' , 

You will conclude that I readily complied, jmd we fallied out 
diredly in queft of adventure.. We proceeded^; therefore, to one 
of the beforementioned coffee -hpufes,. where, aa my friend obferved 
to me, though there were . no people of great rimk, there was gene- 
rally fomething to afford contemplation or amufement ; and where, 
if nothing elfe occurred, the motley appe^ance of the company 
was fufficient to excite a vaiirty tff whimfical emotions, and fug- 
geft numberlefs ludicrous images to the imagination of anEnglifh 
or French man. As there was no orator at work declaiming, 

I had time to indulge myfelf with a more, accurate view than I 
had before taken of the group that furropnded us: and furely 
never was ponderous gravity more ludicroufly, or in more, various 
fewms depided by any caricaturift in the world. — Here it was to 
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be feen, in all its fhadings, from the felf-important nod of fcrious 
cogitation, down to the foporific afpe£t of ftolid ftupidity. Not a 
mufcle was moved in way of mirth, not a face di%raced with a fmile, 
and I could not help thinking all the time, that if every nation of 
the earth was to take fome anim4 for its infignia, as the BritiiOx ai- 
funie the lion, and thePruffianthe eagle, the Turks m'^ht be divided 
in their choice between the appropriate claims of the owl and the 
afs. 

Soonr after we entered, a hand of what they called mufic, ftruck 
up a concert. • And here again the notion of the owl and the afs 
ftruck me with increaftd force, as jieculiarly prehding over their 
muiic : for no othir eombina^on of founds that I hnow on earth, 
but the fcreeching <rf the one, and the braying of the otlier, could 
form any thing to refemble this concert, with which the auditory 
feemed vaftiy pkafed, though I was t^liged to betake myfelf to fiighr, 
in order to get relief fpom the toasture it gave me. The Turks, how- 
ever, as I Treated, iumoured me wkh a few remarks, which as I 
did not undo^ttd^ 1 could not ij^ecHidy feel ; my friend however 
told me, they were to the effed that we were Frangi Dumus 
{Frank Hog), and had no more ear than that filthy animal for mufic. 

Come, faid my friend, don’t be difcouraged I — But the mufic — 
the mufic ! interrupted l.+-Well then, laid he, the mufic, or rather the 
founds were execrable to be fare ; they have at leaft ferved to efta- 
blifh this rertainty, that there is nothing, however dHccM>daiit or 
6 deteftable, 





( 69 ) 


detellable, which habit will not reconcUe u* ta Doubt not, faid 
he, that the heft piece of Handel or Qorrelli, performed by the heft 
band in Rome, would appear as ridiculous them, as their conc'^rt 
did to us. 

We vifited many coffee-houfM in the courfe of that day, in every 
one of which we found fometUng to divert or difguft us j at length 
as we entered one, my ftiendly guide turning to me with latisfadlion 
in his countenance, laid “ Here is fomething about to go forward 
that will pleafe you better than the concert of mufic.” What Is it,, 
laid 1 ? A drama, returned he j a drama, to you mod certainly of a 
new and extraordinary kind ; and 1 do afTure you that lb zealous am 
I to procure you entertainment, I would ratben than a coufde of 
loui's you could underfiand what is going forward r your hearty 
mirth and laughter, added he, are-fudkaent to pttt me in fpirits. He 
then direded my attention to a &Ilow who vraa bufily enqjloyed in 
ereding a ftage, which he accomplilhed in a time incredibly Ihoit. 
The light of the fun was completely excluded, and a puppet Ihew 
commenced, which gave great delight to afl the audience, and, igno- 
rant as I was the language, pleafcd me very much. 

I was allonilhed when informed that one man only fpoke for all 
the perfonages of the drama, for fp artfi^y did. he change his tone 
of voice, that I could have fworn there had’ been as many people to 
fpeak, as there were charaders in the piece. The images were not 
adually puppets, commonly fo called, but lhadows done in die manner 
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v)F Aftlcy's Omhra Cbimi/es. Thfey were, however, far inferior 
to his in execution and management, though dialogue and mci- 
idcnt evidently appeared, even to me, to be ejoecuted with a degree 
of the vis emka far fuperior to any I ever ‘faw in a thing of the 
hind in Europe ; indeed fo perfed was the. whole, that though 1 
knew not a word of the language, I coinjirehended clearly the jrlan 
of the piece, and many of the ftrokefi of humour contained iri tlie 
dialogues. 1 — The plah- was obvioufly taken from a ftory which 1 hax e 
read in fome of the Eaftern tales, I believe the Arabian Nights En- 
tertainments, and it is founded on the law of the country, that a man 
may repudiate his wife twice, and take her . back again; but in the 
event of a third; divorce, ' cannot retake her to his marrij^e-becl, un- 
lefs (he be previoufly married and divmccd by another man. To 
'^obviate whidi, huibands Who r^ent havii^ divorced their wives a 
third time, employ a man;to many therii; and reftore her back again ; 
and he who does this O^e is called a Hullab.r-Axi the piece before 
us, however, the Lady and the fiullah like each other fo well, that they 
agree not to feparate } the hiifband brings them both before the 
Cadi to enforce a fcparation j and theicene before the Cadi was as 
ludicrous, and as keen a fetire upon thofe magiftrates as can well be 
conceived, though of the low kind. 

The piece was introduced with a grand nuptial proceflion, in 
which the matter difplayed the powers of his voice by uttering a 
variety of the moft oppofite tones in the whole gamut of the 
I human 
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human voice ; Sometimes fpeaking, fometlmes fqueaking like a hurt 
child, fometimes huzzaing as a plan, a woman, or a child ; fome- 
times neighing like a horfe, and fometimes interfperfing it with other 
fuch founds as commonly occur in crowds, in fuch a manner as 
alloniihed me : while the concomitant action of the images, grotefque 
beyond meafure, kept up the laugh ; horfes kicking and throwing 
their riders, afles biting thofe near them, and kicking thofe behind 
them, who retire limping in the moft ridiculous manner ; while their 
great ftanding charadlcr in all pieces, Kara-ghuse (the fame as 
our Punch j, raifed a general roar of obftreperous mirth even from 
the Turks, with his whirafical a^ion, of which I muft fay that, 
though nonfenfical, though indecent, and fometimes even dilgufting, 
it was on the whole the moft linifticd compofition of low ribaldry 
and fun that I ever beheld. 

When they come before the Cadi, he is feated in his divan of 
juftice; but as foon as the complaint is opened and anfwered, he rii'cs 
and comes forward between the contending parties : here be turns to 
one and demands in a terrific tone what he has to fay, while the 
other puts calh in his hand behind, and in prop'ortion as the caili is 

i 

counted in, increafes the terror of his voice ; he then pockets the 

♦ 

money, and again turns to the other, and demands what he has to 
offer, while in like manner he receives' the bribes from his adverfary 
and puts it in an oppolite pocket : this alternate apjilication lafts ’till tli/.‘ 
purles of both are exhaufted, when, giving a great groan, he retires on 


♦ 


one 
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one fide to reckon the money of each from a pocket he has on either 
fide, one called plaintiff, and the other defendant ; when balancing 
them, he finds plaintiff better by one afpcr (or three-halfpence) than 
defendant, and pronounces his judgment accoi^ngly. The defendant 
appeals to the Bafhaw j they go before him : KAkA-OHUSE (Punch) 
however, takes the defendant afide, and in a dialogue, which my 
friend affuted me was pointed, witty, and bktcrly fatirical, developes 
to him the whole fyftem of magiftratical injuftice, advifes him to 
bribe the Bafhaw, and, declaring his zeal for all young people fond 
of amorous enjoyment (which he is at fome pains to enlarge upon 
to the excels of indelicacy), offers him the aid of his purfe. The 
advice is followed ; the bribe is accepted ; the Cadi*s decree is re- 
verfed, and lumfelf difgraced, and the mob at once huftle him and 
bear the Hullah home to his bride with clamours of joy. Here again 
the mafter Ihewed his extraordinary powers, giving not only, as before, 
diftind and oppofite tones of voice, but huddling a number of differ- 
ent founds with fuch fkill and rapidity together, that it was feafeely 
poffible to refift the perfuafion that they were the iffue of a large and 
tumultuous crowd of men and animals. With this extravagant me-‘ 
lange the curtain dropped, and the performance ended. 

Returning home we converfed together on the fubjedi of the 
piece, which 1 confefs I could not get out of my head for fome time. 
My friend explained to me, as well as he could recoiled, a great part 
of the dialogue, and affured me, that the freedom of fpeech of Mon*- 
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ficur Kara-ghuse had from time to time created a great deal of uo- 
cafinefs, not only to private offending individuals, but to the magi- 
ftracy itfdf — that no offender, however inti*enchcd behind power, 
or enfhrined in rank, could efcape him— that Bafhaws, Cadi’s, 
nay the Janiffaries themfelves, were often made the §)Ort of his fury ; 
that he was not more reftrained in the effufions (ff obfceaity which 
he uttered, than in his fatire; that he was always well received and ap- 
plauded, even venerated (as we venerate the liberty of the prefs)' as a 
bold teller of truth, who with little mifchief does a great deal of good, 
and often roufes the lethargic public mind to a fenfe of public dangers 
and injuries. He added, that in fome cafes &e Magiftrate had been 
obliged to interfere ; and the Bafhaw himiHf was ferioufly called 
upon at times to ftop the licentious tongue of this ohampbn of Free- 
dom, Kara-ghuse. 

“Well then,” faid I, “itappearsi^on the whole that Monfieur 
Kara-giiuse is a very great blackguard, but a vety wittyj and a 
very honeft one.” 

“ You have juft hit it,” faid he ; and if Mafter Kara-ghufe was 
to take fuch liberties in France, Spain, Portugal, or Germany, all 
his wit and honefty would not fave him from puniftimcnt. In 
England you do not want him ; every man there is a IwAR a-ghus e, 
and every newfpaper a pitppel-fhew. 

“ And yet,” returned 1, “ we complain fadly of ^Vant of liberty !” 

That is natural,” returned my fagacious Frenchman, “ perfciftly 

K. natural. 
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natural. Liberty is like money ; the. more we have of it, the more 
covetous We grow.” 

“ Very true, Monfieur,” faid I, pleafed with his compliment to 
our happy Conllitution, and to clinch his obfervation, gave a Latin 
quotation, which when a child I got out of Lilly’s Grammar, 
“ Crefeit amor nummi, quantum ipfa pecunia crefeit j” and then 
changing nummns for libertas, “ Crefeit amor libertatis, quantum 
ipfa libertas crefeit.” 

“ ’Tis very well, Monfieur,” faid he ; “ and to carry on your 
allufion, may we not fay, that they who do not know when they 
have enough, are as dai^eroufly wrong in the one cafe, as thofe who 
fay we have too much, are in the other ? The EnglLfti complaining of 
the want of liberty, reminds me of the coffee-houfe orator’s ftory of 
CalTem, who, wallowing in wealth, loft it all in the wild purfuit of 
inore. — I hope however that they never will, like him, lofe their 
ftock in vain endeavours to increafe it.” • 


LETTER XXXV. 


w 


HILE I was, 


in the manner I have already men- 


tioned, endeavouring to pafs away the time as cheerfully as poflible, 
till a caravan was formed, or Company’s difpatclies were coming 
over land, of which I might avail myfelf ; I found my fituation in the 

houfe 




lioufe of Mr. growing extremely critical. That gentleman, 

of whofc good fenfe, and truly excellent difpofition, I had too mani- 
fold proofs to call them in qucftion, had, though fallen into the vale 
of years, mariied his Lady at a very tender age. She was then young, 
beautiful, full of fenfibility, and gifted with fuch natural endowments 
both of mind and pcrfon, accompanied with all thofe accomplidiments 
which helped to drcfs them to advantage, that fhe might well be ac- 
quitted of vanity, even though fancy fuggefted toiler the was ft to grace 
and confer happinefs on a younger bed ; while refledion on the obvious 
difparity of the match (which the cool temper of fatiety pofibly 
fnggefted to him) might perhaps have alarmed his mind to circum- 
f ances of probable danger, that, before wedlock, were all hid behind 
the deceptive veil of pafion. Whether thefc were the private fenti- 
ments that influenced both or either of them, I cannot prefume to 
determine, though I think it probable: for I was not long in the 
houfe till I plainly perceived they were on a very bad footing with each 
other, and in Ihort that difagreement w'as become habitual to them. 
At firft, that is to fay, for a few days after my becoming an inmate 
of their houfe, decency enforced concealment, and the ebullitions 
of peevilhnefs were ftifled by the didates of pnidence : but the 
animofities of the connubial ftate are thofe which of all others are 
the moft impatient under controul ; and as time, by producing fa- 
miliarity, relaxed reftraint, the pent-up paflions began to force their 
way, and open bikering took place in my prefence. 
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It Is but barely doing juftice to myfelf to fay, that I felt the rnoft' 
poignant concern at I'eeing a couple, each fo perfedly amiable in all 
other refpeds, blafting the hours that fliould be given to harmony 
and love, in jarring, reproach, and recrimination ; and I would have 
given all I was worth that I had never had occafion to efteem them 
fo much, or that I could give them that peace which feemed to 
have flown them for ever. Fain would I call a veil over the whole 
tranfadion ; fain would I bury it, even from myfelf, in oblivion : 
but it has been made by my enemies the fubjed of triumphant flander ; 
and to do juftice to myfelf, and difclaim the extent of guilt which they 
would Impute to me, I am reludantly obliged to avow the fliare I 
had, and declare how the matter really flood. I mufl fpeak the 
truth, and hope you will not conceive that I defignedly lean too 
heavily upon any one, to eafe myfelf of my fhare of the load. 

Whatever domeflic uneafmefs may fubfifl between a married pair, 
the man, if prudent, will endeavour to conceal it ; and the woman, 
if truly virtuous, will take care to do fo ; fliould great difparity of 
age (as in the prefent inftance) be the cafe, the Lady is more parti- 
cularly bound to conceal any uneafmefs, left it fliould be attributed 
to that caufe which people are in fuch cafes too prone to fufped, 
diflike to her hufband j ^nd before young men, above all, flic fliould 
be moft exemplary, as flie mufl well know that their natural vanity, 
combined with the leading idea of her averfion and infidelity to her 
hufband, fuggeft ideas to them from whence their warm imaginations 
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draw inferences of a nature too pleafing to be parted with, and too 
probable not to be put in pradice, or at leaft attempted. Here then 
a woman at once lays herfelf fairly open to the aflaults of illicit 
love, I think it will not be denied, that the woman who promulgates 
the difagreements between her and her hufband, particularly if Ihe 
fufiers a young man to be privy to It, Is either extremely ignorant, 
or intentionally vicious, or both. 

That the Lady I allude to may in fome refped be acquitted of 
this imputation, I muft tell you, that fhe was only eighteen years 
of age ; her tender, inexperienced mind had not yet arrived to that 
maturity which gives found judgment ; and though of good natural 
talents, highly cultivated (for fhe fpoke fluently Englifh, French, 
Italian, Arabic, Perfian, and the Greek and Turkifh languages), fhe 
yet was fimplc, innocent, uninformed in the ways of the world, 
and incapable of reafoning from caufes up to confequences. But 
unfertunately that fimplicity is attended with as much mifchief, 
though not guilt, as the wilful mifcondud of the more experienced ; 
it has the fame baleful effeds with the hearers, infpires the fame 
confidence, emboldens with the fame hopes, and leads to the fame 
pernicious pradices. 

I have already mentioned, and will now remind you, that I was 
then young. Perhaps it was owing to a congeniality pointed out by 
our age, perhaps to a compaflionate politenefs amounting to tender- , 
nefs, which I always difclofed on thofe unhappy occafions, joined 
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perhaps to the ardent look of youth kindled by the imaginations to 
which this imprudent condiufl infcnfibly gave birth, that the Lady 
thought proper to take the very hazardous flep of making a confi- 
dant of a young man and a foldier — and revealing to me the whole 
tale of her grievances, with a pathetic eloquence, that would have 
made an impreffion upon a much lefs fufceptible heart than mine. 
I declare it raoft folemnly, that though this extraordinary mark of 
confidence and efieem communicated to my heart flrong fenfaftons 
of unjuftifiable pleafure ; I fo far got the better of myfelf at firrt, as 
to receive the whole with the fame appearance of tranquillity, as if 
I had been only a confidential female friend. I pitied, it is true ; — ] 
exprefled my pityj— I advifed, not trcachcroully but faithfully; — I faid 
fuch things as occurred to me to be mofl likely to aflliagc and cxtln- 
guilh the flame of difeord, and lead to an amicable adjuflment ; and I 
parted for that time with her to go to a felf-approving pillow, wlierc, 
while my fancy was inflamed and tickled by the flattering mark of 
regard ihewn me by fo all-accomplilhed a perfon, I had the foothing 
delightful confeioufnefs of having, as far as I was able, done my duty, 
and efcaped the corroding refledion of having rfiolated the rights of 
hofpitality. 

Not an opportunity however afterwards offered, that the fame 
unhappy point was not the fubjed of difeuflion, and unfortunately 
tliofc opportunities but too frequently occurred ; till at length we 
began to feel that they were the fweeteft minutes of our lives, and 
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were fought for with induRrious avidity by both of us. No human 
rcfolution was fufhcicnt to withftand fuch an unlucky concurrence 
of circumftances : froni lamenting the grievances, wc wifhed to re- 
move them, from wiftiing we proceeded to confuler the means, and 
when we had got that length, the flight was not far to the extreme end 
— the execution of it. My paflions hurried me before them, my ex^- 
preflions grew gradually more and more unguarded, our converfation 
became more interefting and warm ; and though I felt and ftruggled 
to be guided by the Arid principles of honour, and formed a thou- 
xand refolutions not to tranfgrefs the laws of hofpitality, by injuring 
the man who had treated me with fuch kindnels, the ftruggle became 
too fevcrc for me— the deflre of pleafmg a lovely woman, who had 
repofed fuch unbounded confidence in me, and who feemed to cx- 
pcv!;l and require of me to alleviate her mifery, at length bore down 
all the oppofitions fiiggefted by reafon and principle, and I agreed to 
become the inflruinent of her removal from this unhappy fituation. 
We fell — but not intirely. There is one length to which no earthly 
confideration — no allurement however dazzling could tempt me — it is 
now the moft cordial confolation to my mind ; I never fuffered 
my ft If to think of trefpalfing on the decorum of his houfc, nor did 
we in any Angle inftance carry our intercourfe to a diredl violation of 
his bed. Though the tranfports of youthful paflion hunied us into 
conveilatlons and refledions on the fubjed of her determination to 
be feparated from her hulband, yet that paflion was of too delicate 
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kind to fink into the brutal fordid indulgence of dUhonourable 
ftolen embraces. She wlflied for that feparation, rather as a fubter- 
fuge from inceflant diurnal inifery, than as a prelude to any vicious 
or illicit enjoyment ; and we looked with pleafure to the event, but 
we looked no further. 

It is tlius that, in the down-hill path of vice, we are hurried on 
frep by ftep, fondly imagining that each fuccelTive objedl, whicli 
bounds our fight, will ftop our headlong career ; while alas ! every 
ftc,p we advance gives additional rapidity to our defeent : like the 
centripetal force of a projectile, our pace increafes with uniformly 
accelerated motion — till difdiuning all controul, and breaking down 
every impediment that reafon, morality, or honour throw in the way 
to refeue us or retard our ruin, we precipitate unexpectedly into the 
laft gulph of vice and infamy. 

Fortunately, however, an accident intervened in the prefent cafe, 
which arrefted our progrefs down this hideous defeent, and referved 
us both I hope to conviCHon of our folly, and repentance of our 
ctror. And I have the confolation to refleCl, that out of fuch a hoft 
of dangers and temptations as I was befet with, I have cfcaped 
without the aCtual perpetration of a deed, which would, had it .hap- 
pened, in all probability have embittered my life. 

While we hugged ourfelves in the fecurity and fecrecy of ex- 
preffing our genuine fentiments, her hufband difeovered our wiihes, 
and all at once took the neceflary meafures for preventing them. So 
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that, orerwhelmed xvith grief and fhame, I dire£tly formed the 
refolution to leave Aleppo, and proceed In the bcft manner I could 
on my deftination. 

Thus you fee, my dear Frederick, was your father, by falling to 
icfift the firft impreffions of an unlawful and diftionourable pafllon, 
Infenfibly led to the very brink of a precipice, the bare remembrance 
of which now makes Iiim fhudder with horror. The ftory, by means 
unnecelTary for me to mention, took wind. The folly of fome, the 
malice of others, and the unaccountable propenfity to falfehood of 
more, trumpeted it about with many exaggerations to my injury, and 
I was held up as the deliberate feducer of innocence : but the whole 
tranfadion is exadly as I have dated it ; and the difagreements pre- 
vious to my arrival at Aleppo, which, in telling the ftory, they pur- 
pofcly left out, were of fiich public notoriety, that every European, 
even the Conful himfelf, was fully acquainted with them. This is 
the confequence of a deviation from the ftrid rule of right. Treafure 
it up in your mind, my child, never to be forgotten j and let it 
operate as a caution to yon, how you entangle yourfelf in the fnares 
of women : recoiled that my efcape was lingularly fortunate, and 
the mere elFed of accident ; and flatter not yourfelf, tliat becaufe acci- 
dent ferv’ed in one cafe, it will in another. Providence has, for the. 
wifeft of purpofes, implanted in our nature a fondnefs for the fair 
fex; and fo long as it is ufed prudently and virtuoufly, It conftitutes 
the firft happinefs of life ; but if on the contrary, it ftimulates us to 
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cxcefs, impels to injure our fellow-creature, or break in upon the re- 
pofe of a family ; it is our reproach, our fhame, our curfe, and very 
frequently our utter and irremediable ruin ; add to this, that there is 
in the general charader of women, a capricioufnefs, a levity, and a 
vanity, under the influence of which they fport with men, only to dif- 
play their power, and evince the force of their charms, which makes 
the cultivation of their good graces in any way hazardous. To adopt 
the idea of an old epigram—** There is no living with them, nor 
without them,” 

As your happinefs, my dear boy, is the firft objed of my life, 
my efforts lhall be turned to the guiding of your greener years from 
any premature impreffions ; and when reafon and matured age fit you 
for the cultivation and enjoyment of female fociety, be it mine to dired 
your fteps away from that clafs, who think rank a fufficient fandion 
for vice, who flare in all the bronze of ariftocratic affurance, under a 
load of obloquy, beneath which the pooreft peafant’s wife would fink; 
who think that wealth and rank confer a right to commit exceffes 
that would degrade the meaneft of the canaille ; and felicitate them- 
felvcs with the refledion, that, under the protedion of family or an 
infamous hulband, they may indulge in enormities, for which the 
kiwr.ft of their fex are beating hemp in Kridewell. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Th E difcovery to whicli I alluded in my lafl: letter, fur- 
riinfed and grieved me very much ; and indeed it aftoniflied me the 
more, fiom the manner in which it was communicated. 

One day I received a polite meflage from the Britlfli Conful, 
faying, he wifhed to fpeak to me as foon as pofllble, upon a bufmers 
of great confequence. I thought at firft, that it might be fome plan 
for my proceeding on my journey — perhaps Company’s difpatches 
that had arrived to go over land j and at intervals, fomething like 
apprehenfions of the true motive of his fending for me flew acrofs my 
mind. I however went to him, when, after fome little introdufioiy 

converfation, he told me, that my hoft Mr. had been with 

him that morning, laying before him a complaint of a moft extraor- 
dinary and ferious nature, of which, as it immediately concerned me, 
he thought himfelf bound to inform me, in order that I might either 
contradi«St fo grofs a calumny if it were untrue, or find means to 
avoid the obvioufly neceflary rcfult if founded in fad. 

He then proceeded to relate to me, that Mr. had informed 

him of a confpiracy having been meditated again ft his peace and 
honour, between his wife and the EnglUh gentleman whom he had 

L 2 entertained 



( 84 ) 


entertained in his houfc ; that their plan was nothing lefs than an 
elopement, and that he did not know how foon it might be carried 
into execution, if not timely prevented ; and finally, that he had 
demanded the affiftance of the Conful and his intereft with the 
Turkifh magiftrate to prevent it, by granting him an armed force for 
the proteftion of his houfc. 

I was much furprifed to find that converfations fo very guarded as 
ours were difeovered, and more fo that the aggrieved perfon did not 
think proper to fpeak to myfelf, and charge me in perfon with the 
offence ; never refleding the while, that all my ideas were militarj^, 
?ind his merely commercial : I was alfo much at a lofs to conjedure 
how he came to make the difeovery — but this I found afterwards he 
owed to a female fervant, who had been improvidently intruflcd by 
her miftrefs with the fecret. 

Finding, however, that by whatever means he became acquainted 
with the afiair, it was a certain fad that he was apprifed of it, I 
diredly acknowledged the whole truth with the utmofl candour to 
the Conful ; told him the affair ftep by ftep as it arofe, aflliring him 
(which I really thought to be the cafe) that pity for the Lady’s deplo- 
rable fituation made me liften to fuch a meafure ; and that unlawful 
pafiion had fo little to do with it, that in all our private conferences 
wc had never tranfgrefied the limits of purity ; and that her perfon 
was, at leaft reading me, and I firirdy believed all mankind, fpot- 
kfs aud inviolate. 1 added, that great allowances were to be made for 
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a young creature barely eighteen years of age, configned by the 
wickednefs of avaricious parents to the embraces of a man of lixty- 
five ; who, amiable and worthy though he was, in focial intcrcourfe 
with the world (which I knew him to be), was yet in the moft indif- 
penfable point of connubial felicity fo utterly defc£live, as ncceflarily 
to create difguft and abhorrence in a youthful mind. I remarked to 
him, that, in the forming of laws, it as plainly appeared on their face, 
who made them amongft the Englifl), as it does on the face of the Gen- 
too laws, that they were made by the Bramins: for, as by the latter the 
penalty of a few puns* of couries (not value a fhilling . is annexed to 
the perpetration of a crime, for which thofe of another clafs lofe their 
lives ; fo, among us, it appears that our laws are made by the aged, 
the decrepid, the fcnfual, and the rich. Elfe it could never happen 
that there were in the fame code, laws to punifh marriage between 
the young and vigorous, and enable the brutality of a parent to take 
its full fcope, and confign, as in the prefent inflauee, youth, beauty, 
health, and every perfonal attradion, to the arms of age, infirmity, and 
impotence. And I concluded by faying, that all parties aiding in fuch 
an unnatural confederacy fhould be punifhed. 

The Conful fairly acknowledged there was too- much truth in 
what I had faid ; but remarked withal, that it was rather a hazardous 

* Couries, a kind of ftnall fhclls ufed in India, as a circulating medium in place 
of coin, in value much below the fmallcft copper coin— si Pun is a certain, number 
of them. 
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experiment, and he was fure it would be an endlefs one, to corred 
all the abufes to which the fallibility of man, and his incompetency 
to form any thing perfed, neceflarily left fociety and their laws liable 
— that the law was written, and it was the duty of every individual to 
obey it- and that in cafes of adultery, the offence could be juftified 
On no foUd grounds whatever, for, independent of the feelings of the 
hiifband, which perhaps were more poignant in old age than youtli, 
the injury to his family was not to be got over, in probably giving to 
him an heir no way a-kin to him. “ It would be right I think,” 
laid he, “ to flop fuch difproportionate matches ; yet, once made, they 
fhould be as religioufly obferved inviolate as thofe of love, among 
which we almoft as frequently, as in thofe of compulfion, fee inftances 
of infidelit}'. If you doubt this,” faid he, “ read the records^ of 
Dodors’ Commons.” 

I agreed to the juftice of wliat he faid, at the fame time affured 
him, that my intentions went no farther than wilhing the Lady to 
be refeued from her ■ thraldom, which I told him was dreadful. — 
“ I am fure,” faid tlie Conful, “ that Mr, Campbell thinks fo, becaufe 
I am convinced he would not otherwife fay fo. But may not,” faid 
he, fraiiing, “ may not Mr. C. have deceived himfelf ? thefe are 
things in which the paffions are ftrangely apt to hoodwink the 
underftanding. However,” continued he, breaking off pleafantly, 
“ I muft give you all the comfort that truth will allow me to do ; I 
am fure that the poor Lady is condemned to great wretchednefs ; 
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partly from my own obfervation» partly from public report, and 
partly from her own mouth ; for you muft know flie has fevcral 
times complained to me of her hufband’s peevifhnefs and tyranny ; 
and even befought me to ufe my influence and authority to relieve 

her from her mifery. Mr. continued he, “ is a man 

whom III all other accounts I efteem, and value highly. In this 
inftance he has erred, and I cannot pity him, even though he fuffers 
all the torments of jealoufy : and as there are laws for punilhing^ 
with death premature intercourfe with the fex, I cannot fee, any more 
than you, why the facrificing youth to extreme old age fhould not 
be equally puniftied, for I am fure it is equally unnatural, and ftill 
more injurious to a State. Tliefe arc my fentiments,” continued 
he; “ but let not this declaration induce you to think that I the lefs' 
difapproA'-e of your intermeddling. You have allowed me the 
privilege of a friend, and I will not fuffer it to be made an empty 
one. You were more culpable than many young men would be ; 
firft, becaufe you are married, and flvould, upon the common prin- 
ciple of doing as you would be done^by, have refrained ; and next, 
becaufe you were enjoying the fweets of hofpitality in his houfe, and 
fliould have daflied from Ids lips, rather than held tq them, tlic deepeft 
cup of bitternefs.” 

“ But, ray dear fir,” faid I, “ I do not attempt to juftify — I only 
endeavour to mitigate the matter, and you will recoiled that the very 
cp^cumllance which in one point of view aggi'avates, in another 

alleviates- 



( 88 ) 


allcTiates the fault : the living in his houfe afforded thofc interviews, 
and expofed me to thofe temptations under which I was near finking 
— I fiiould never have fought them: but he muft be more or lefs than 
man, that could have refifted them ; ^and though I have a high fenft 
of Mr. Conful’s ftrid honour and virtue, as well as prudence, he 
muft cxcufe me, though I doubt whether he could hi^Af have 
refifted fo long and fb effeftually as I did. I am fure there are many 
who will cenfure, that could not.” 

The Conful fmiled, and, turning the dilcourfe from its direft line, 
obferved, that it was abfolutely neceffary I /hould defift, elfe he would 
be obliged to ufe his influence and power to protefl Mr. . 

In anfwer to this, I gave him my honour in the firft place, that I 
would proceed no farther in the bufinefs j and that, on the contrary, I 
was determined to fet out upon my journey to India diredly, if 
means could be contrived for my conveyance j adding, that I ftiould 
confider it as a great favour, in addition to thofe I had already 
received at his hands, if he would contrive fome mcaojrto fet me 
forward in my route. ^ 

To this he anfwered, that asjhe- making up of a caravan would 
be extravagantly expenfive, he knew no means that were not attended 
with certain hardfhip and eventual danger ; but finding me deter- 
*mined at almoft any danger or hazard to fet off, he propofed to fend 
for a man who knew every rcfource in that way, and when he came 
would talk farther on the bufinels ; and in the mean time, recom- 
mended 
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mended great circumfpe^ion to me while I continued at Mr. 
— — — — ’s houfe, to which I very folemnly pledged my word. 

Being now conftrained by every confideration, as well of prudence 
and decency as of inclination, to leave Aleppo immediately : I deter- 
mined that no common impediments Ihould Hop me, and waited 
with impatience the arrival of the perfon on whom the Coni’ul relied 
his hopes of difpatching me. 

He came In the evening, and after a conference with the Coiiful, 
he introduced him to me, and acquainted me that he was a Tartar, 
and one of the vail number of that defeription who are employed 
by the Turkilh State in carrying difpatches from Court to the various 
Viceroys and Balliaws, and interchangably between them again; 
that they were men on whofe fidelity the utmoft reliance could be 
had ; and that this man, who had an excellent charadler, had 
agreed to take me to Bagdad, provided I would fubmit to the dif- 
guife of aT^tar. 

The agreement between us I entirely fubmitted to the diferetion 
of the Conful, who had the goodnefs to fettle it thus The Tartar 
was to deliver me fife at Bagdad ; tofupply me and my fervant, who 
adled as interpreter, with an ample fnfficicncy of provifions ;ind horl'cs 
on the road ; to exchange my horfe for me as often as 1 pica fed, 
and to go at fuch rate, whether fuller or flower* as I thought proper ; 
for this he was to receive one hundred pounds ; and I further pio- 
ifiifed, as an encouragement to Kim, that if he aded to my latisfac- 
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tion, I would, oil our arru^al at Bagdad, add a douceur of twenty 
pounds. 

The next day he came, and I had a diftind view of this my new 
fellow traveller and fiippohnl inafter, for in feveral places I was to 
pafs for Iiis flavc. He w'as one of thofe ftriking chara&er figures 
that a painter would like to take a fketch of— and methought Tartar 
was written legibly in every lineament of his countenance and 
perfon. — He was tall, mufcular and bony — his figure befpoke great 
hardihood, flrength and adivity — nor could the trowfers which he 
wore conceal the Herculean texture of his limbs— his flioulders were 
expanded to an enormous breadth — he was unincumbered with 
flefh, or indeed rather extremely lean — his forehead, though partly 
concealed beneath his turban, was very high — his nofe large, hooked, 
fharp, and prominent — a pair of fmall, fierce, black, penetrating eyes, 
barely feparated by the nofe, and a formidable pair of muftachios, 
which he carefully flecked with pomatum into a point refembling an 
awl-blade, and which moved like the whifkers of a purring cat, with 
every word he fpoke, gave a whimfical ferocity to the countenance, 
beyond the reach of defeription, and rendered him altogether as dif- 
couraglng a confidential friend, as ever a Chriflian trufted his life to 
fince Mahomet firft fet up the trade of a prophet. He furveyed me 
wuth great attention — opened his mouth two or three times like a 
gafping pike, as if to fpcak — ftroaked his whifkers as often — and at 
lad pronounced that he would undertake to conduit me ; adding, iti 
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allufion to my black hair and dark complexion, th;u I looked more 
like a native, than any Trank he had ever leen. He ordered me to 
cut my hair quite fliort, to provide myfelf with a Tartar drefs and 
cap, in the fafhion of his own; and faying he would call on me in 
proper time, departed. 

Thus equipped, we fet out, not without great pain and regret 
on my part ; pain at leaving a moft beautiful young woman, whom 
I pitied and efteemed, fubjed to the refentraent of a hulhand, at once 
jealous from nature, pcevifli from habit, and enraged from her open 
and unequivocal demonftrations of hatred ; and regret at having been 
betrayed by fituation into fuch a very ferious dilemma. 

After my departure from Aleppo, this affair w^as reprefented in j 
variety of unfavourable lights to the different new comers from Eng- 
land ; and as a ftory is that commodity which of all others honeft 
people do not love to fteal any thing from, in its paffage through 
their hands, it found its way in various forms (none of them how- 
ever tending to foften it) to many of my friends and connedflons, 
thofe from whom of all others I wuflied to conceal it. Labouring under 
fuch calumnies, it cannot be confidered as a violation of decorum, 
or unneceffary infradion upon delicacy, if I ftate the truth, in order, 
though I cannot acquit myfelf of cenfurable condud, at lead: not 
filently to fubmit to unlimited calumny, and, charges of crimes which 
I hope I have too much honour and integrity to commit. 

1 muft add, that previous to my departure the Conful cllci every 
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thing that it was poffible for him to do, conducive to my fafety and 
accommodation on the road, which as we were obliged to go to the 
city of Diarbcker, a great length out of our way, he obfervcd would 
be long, dreary, fatiguing, and hazardous ; lie procured me from 
others, and gave me himfelf, a number of letters, and at parting de- 
fired me to comfort myfelf with the refledion, that when I arrived 
at my journey’s end, I fliould have to boaft, that I went to India by 
a route never travelled by any European before. 


LETTER XXXVII. 


A s I became familiarifed to ray Tartar guide, I found 
his character difclofe much better traits than his firft appearance be- 
fpoke, and I began infenfibly to think him a very entertaining fellow : 
perceiving that I was very low fpirited and thoughtful, he exhibited 
manifeft marks of compaflion ; and taking it into his head that I was 
adually removed for ever from my friends and my family, he fpoke in 
a ftyle of regret and feeling, that did great honour to his heart : and to 
fay the truth, he did every thing in his power to alleviate my feelings, 
converfing with me, either by means of the interpreter, or in broken 
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lingua franca ; fupplying all my wants cheerfully and aljundantly ; 
changing horfes with me as often as I pleafed, and going flow or gal- 
loping forward juft as beft fuited my inclination or humour. 

I'he fu’ft objed he feemed to have in view on our journey, was 
to imprefs me with a notion of his confequence and authority, as a 
meflenger belonging to the Sultan. As all thofe men are employed 
by the firft magiftrates in the country, and are, as it were, the links 
of communication between them, they think themfelves of great 
importance in the State ; while the great men whofe buftnefs they 
are employed in, make them feel the weight of authority, and treat 
them with the greateft contempt : hence they become habitually fer- 
vilc to their fuperiors, and by natural confequence infolent and over- 
bearing to their inferiors, or thofe who being in their power they 
conceive to be fo. As carriers of difpatches, their power and au- 
thority wherever they go is in fome points undifputcd ; and they 
can compel a fupply of provifions, horfes, and attendants, where- 
cver it fuits their occafions; nor dare any man refill their right to 
take the horfe from under him to proceed on the Emperor’s bufincJ?, 
be the owner’s occafion ever fo prefiing. , 

My feelings, which I can tell you were altogether of the moll 
unpleafant kind, ferved as a ftimulus to my mind, and increaieJ my 
anxiety to get forward ; I therefore puftied on as fad as the horlls, 
which were in general excellent, could carry me: and as we hailed 
at a number of ftages to get frelh horfes and provifions, my I’artar 
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guide had frequent opportunities of indulging his fcif-importanec, and 
difplaying lus great authority and power. As foon as he flopped at a 
caravanfera, he immediately called luftily about him in the name of 
the Sultan, demanding with an imperious and menaeing tone of voice, 
frefh horfes, viduals, &c, on the inflant. The terror of this great 
man operated like magic ; nothing could exceed the adivity of the 
men, the brifknefs of the women, and the terror of the children ; 
for the caravanferas are continually attended by numbers of the very 
lowefl clafles of the people; but no quicknefs of preparation, no 
effort or induftry could fadsfy my gentleman ; he would Ihew me his 
power in a flill more flriking point of view, and fall belabouring 
them with his whip, and kicking them with all his might. I mufl 
confel's I was much hurt at this extravagant abufe of upflart power, 
and was two or three times on the point of interfering ; but fortu- 
nately, recolle<fled that it would neither be in charader, nor have any 
good effetfl, and that if I prefumed to fpeak, my guide would be 
obliged in my defence to give me a flogging in order to prevent 
fufpicion. 

This inconfiderate tyranny and cruelty, I had afterwards reafon to 
believe, was by no means a part of his natural difpofition ; but 
vanity, to which fo many among us in Europe fall vidims, urged 
him to exceffes, which I dare fay his heart privately condemned. 

It was on the fifth or fixth day (1 cannot precifely fay which) 
after our leaving Aleppo, that we got to the city of Diarbeker, the 
capital of the province of that name, having paffed over an extent of 
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country of between three and four hundred miles, mofl: of it bleflcd 
with the greateft fertility, producing, in the few cultivated pans, 
grain, fruits of various kinds, and f)lk in great variety and abuu- 
dance, and abounding with as rich paftures as I ever beheld, covered 
with numerous herds and flocks. ^ he air ■was charmingly temperate 
in the day-time, but, to my feeling, extremely cold at night. 

Yet nntwithftanding the extreme fertility of this country, the 
bad adrainiflration of government, confpiring with the indolence 
of the inhabitants, leaves it unpopulous and uncultivated. Diarbekcr, 
proper, called alfo Mefopotaraia, from its lying between the two 
famous rlvdt-s Tigris and Euphrates, and by Mofes called Padan 
Aram, that is to fay — “The fruitful Syria;” abounds with corn, 
wine, oil, fruits, and all the neceflarics of life. It is fuppofed to be 
the feat of the Earthly Paradife, and all Geographers agree that it 
was there the defeendants of Noah firft fettled after the flood. 

Iiiiigniticant as thofe circumftances may appear to mcrecalculat(-rs 
cf profit and lofs, it cannot be denied that they have a powerful and 
pleafmg efled on the refined imagination. To be treading that 
ground where Abraham trod ; wlicre Nalior the father of Rebecca 
lived ; and where Laban, to whom Jacob fled to avoid his brother 
Efau’s refentment, and whom he ferved fourteen years for the love 
he bore to Rachel, was to me a circumi'lance i)roduaivc of delight- 
ful fenfations. How finely has that Giant of the i’en, Johnfon, jiifti- 
fied thofe fenfations in his Tour to the Highlands of Scotland and 
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^V"cllem Illands ; — defcribing his emotions on vifiting the famous 
llland of Iona, or Colombklll, he fays — “ We were now treading 
“ that illuflrious Ifland which w’as once the luminary of the Caledo- 
“ nian regions, whence favage clans and roving barbarians derived 
“ the benefits of knowledge, and bleflings of religion. To abftrad 
“ the mind from all local emotion, would be impoffible if it were 
“ endeavoured, and would be foolifh if it were poffible. Whatever 
“ withdraws us from tlie power of our fenfes — whatever makes the 
“ paft, the diftant, or the future, predominate over the prefent, ad- 
“ vances us in the dignity of thinking beings. Far from me, and 
“ from my friends, be fuch frigid philofophy, as may condud us in- 
“ different and unmoved over any ground which has been dignified 
“ by wifdom, bravery, or virtue!— that man is little to be envied 
“ whofe patriotifm would not gain force upon the Plain of Marathon, 
“ or whofe piety would not grow warmer among the ruins of 
“ Iona.” 

The city of Diarbeker itfelf is fituated in a delightful plain on 
the banks of the river Tigris, and nearly at its head ; it is one of 
the richeft, moft trading, ftrong, and populous cities in Afiatic 
Turkey ; and is adorned with many piazzas and market places in 
the Turkilh ftyle, and a large magnificent Mofque, formerly a 
Chriftian church; for Chriftianity flouriflied over this country fo 
late as the fixth century. There is even now a fed, whofe Patriarch 
ftill refides here : and they fliew on the road near the town, a chapel' 
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■where the holy man Job is faid to be buried. 1 his city is fupplied 
amply with water by a canal cut from the Tigris, and has mjiiy 
earavanferas on both fides of the river. 

Few countries in the world exceed that about this city for natural 
richnefs and beauty : — the bread and wine are excellent— the fruit 
beyond conception delicious — and my friend the Tartar took care, 
under pretence of fupercilious hauteur^ to tear in pieces a couple of 
fowls, and han^to me now a leg, now a w'ing, till I made the moft 
delicious repaft I ever remember to have eat in ray life. 

It is computed tliat there are relident in this city no Icfs than 
twenty thoufand Chriftian inhabitants, fome of whom are of the 
Church of Rome j— and perhaps it is owing to that mixture, that the 
fair fex have more freedom, and the men more politenefs and alTa- 
bility, than thofe of any other city in the empire the chief buli- 
nefs there, is making that fine leather commonly called Turkey 
leather. 

Figure to yourfelf, my dear Frederick, my Tartar guide, who 
was an admirable adtor, fitting at a caravanfera in ftate at his dinner, 
devouring excellent fowls, choice pillaws, and delicious fruit, in 
as great pemp as a Bafhaw ; and in order to keep up tlie femblance 
of authority over me, to favour my difguife, handing to me, who 
fat at humble diftance, a part of his provifions. — You may form to 
yourfelf an idea of the fcenc ; but all the efforts of imagination muft 
fall Ihort of the manner, the figure, the words, the looks, and the 
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aftions of the Tartar ; i'oraetinies affeding contemptuous pity, fome- 
timcs fupercilious arrogance ; Ibmetimes brutal fternnefs, and forae- 
times the gentle bkndifliments of confcious fuperiority ; and all in 
fuch a mafterly ftyle of performance, that I doubt whether Garrick 
himfelf, with all his powers of countenance, could outdo him. 
Critical though my fituation was, and much as I was harafled with 
the corrofions of mental pain, the extravagant adion and ludicrous 
pompofiity of this man frequently overbore my prudence, and com- 
pelled me to laugh incontinently and loudly ; — on all fuch occafions 
he would put his hands a-kimbo, draw up his eye-brows to his tur- 
ban, fcrew down the corners of his mouth in the moft rueful 
manner, and give a loud whew ! with his eyes fixed in a flare at me, 
till entirely overcome with laughter, and ready to fink under it, I 
clapped my face between my hands, and, as svell as I could, bowed 
in token of Ibrrow and fubmiffion ; when threatening me vehemently, 
and at the fame time uttering a lamentable expreflion of doubt that 
he was afraid he had had an idiot impofed on him, he would buftle 
about, diredl the horfes to be got ready, and order me to get on 
horfeback, witfr many denunciations of fevere treatment, and a thou- 
fand flouriflies of his whip Over my head. 

As I have rode along mufing upon the contemptible flratagems 
to which I was reduced, in order to get through this country, for 
no other reafon but becaufe I was a Chriflian, I could not help re- 
fledling with forrow on the melancholy effeds of fuperftition, and 
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regretting that that place, wliich in the times of primitive fimplicity 
was called the Terreftrial Paradife ; that place where God firft 
planted Man after the Flood ; where the god-like Abraham and 
the holy Job breathed the pure air of piety and fimplicity j that 
place which from all thofe circumftances ought to be confidered above 
all others as the univerfal inheritance of mankind, fliould now be 
cut off from all but a horde of fcnfelefs bigots, barbarous fanatics, 
and inflexible tyrants. And 1 could not help confidering with 
melancholy concern, the blindnefs and infatuation of men, who, 
Icfs eamell to accommodate themfelves than injure others, Ihut 
out their fellow-creatures from that which they themfelves will 
not ufe, and, wliile they fuffer millions of the richell acres in the 
univerfe to be untilled, and fpend their fweetnefs in the defert air, 
with wicked jealoufy, and envy more than diabolical, begrudge to 
others the little fpot on which they ftand, and chafe them as they 
would a ravening tiger from their countr)^ 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


As we advanced towards the fouthward and eaftward, in ■ 
our way from Diarbeker towards Bagdad, I found the air became fen- 
fibly warmer, and obferved that the difpofition of the people grew 
more and more brutal. My guide’s condud (for he knew them 
well) became proportionately artful, and my manners were of courfe 
to grow fo much the humbler. I obferved, however, that his authority 
continued the fame, and that he feemed to exert it with greater rigour ; 
not in feverity or chaftifement, but in exading implicit obedience. 
Yet ftill he evidently afted with great caution and circumfpedion ; 
for, in fomc diftridts, he either avoided the little villages by a circui- 
tous route, or dafhed through them at a very quick pace, while the 
gaping multitude confidered us as on a difpatch of hafte and import- 
ance — in others, he entered the towns without referve, and left it to 
chance to decide whether we fhould be difeovered or not. At fomc 
caravanferas he treated me with affected negligence, at others he 
made me eat with him and drink wine, of which, in fomc places, 
he hirafelf drank copioully, and at others as fcrupuloufly refrained 
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from. And fometimes we lay at night out in the open air, rather 
than enter a town j on which occafions I found the weather as 
piercing cold as it was diftrefsfully hot in the day time. Bred, as 
the man was, a mixture of Have and tyrant, I can fuppofe fome parts 
of this condud to arife from caprice ; but as he was naturally kind, 
as many of thofe aberrations from the ufual mode of travelling were 
attended with hardlhip and inconvenience to himfelf, and as my 
fervant and the other Tartar were clearly of opinion he was right, 
I am rather difpofed to believe that he, on the whole, aded from 
principles of found fenfe and policy. 

He frequently advifed me againft indulging in laughter ; faiJ it 
was unmanly, indecorous, inconfiftent with the gravity becoming a 
wife man, and withal dangerous. 

One evening we came to a caravanfera much fatigued, the day 
being extremely hot, and we having rode very hard — whether it was 
caprice or fatigue, or the fuggeftion of policy that moved him, I 
cannot fay, but he certainly was more difpofed to play the tyrant than 1 
had ever before feen him. He flogged the men who took the horfes, 
kicked every one he met, made the houfe ring with his enormous 
voice ; direded fupper to be got ready, ate growling, and finding 
fault Vith everything; and under pretence of dilliking the ingre- 
dients of an excellent pillaw, handed it over to me, faying, Pfcrc, 
Jimmel (the name he called me), here, take this filth, and cram it 
down thy coarfe throat, it is only fit for a Frank — I took it with the 
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bcft air of humility I could aflume ; and tearing the meat with my 
fingers, tvhich I alfo ufed inftead of a fpoon to eat the rice, fwal- 
lowed it eagerly ; he watching me all the time attentively. When I 
had finifhed it, I gave him a hint in the Frank language, that I fhould 
like to wafli it down with fome wine ; but he did not, or rather 
would not, underlland me. 

Supper done, he ordered a fervant to attend him with fome 
water, and direfted him to wafh his feet ; while that operation vpas 
performing, he continued menacing every one about him. My 
fervant, who fat next me and behind him, interpreted every thing 
he faid. “ Yes, ye flaves,” faid he, as he lolled back upon his 
cufhion, “ yes, I will make the beft of you wafh my feet ; for who 
fhall refufe to wafh the feet of him, vrho reprefents the Sultan of 
the World, the Son of Mahomet, thd MelTengcr of the Lord?” The 
poor fellow proceeded in his humble office, and only interrupted 
liim by faying, “ BlefTed be my Lord the Sultan, and glory be to the 
Lord our God, and Mahomet his Prophet.” — “ Yes, yes,” continued 
my Tartar, “ blefs God and the Prophet, and pray for his fervant 
our Sultan, and all who reprefent him like me, that Haves of your 
defeription are permitted to live : nay, thou fhalt' wafh this Frank’s 
feet:” then, turning to me with an air of magifterial tendernefs, 
“ Jimmel,” faid he, “ hold forth thy feet, and let them be wafhed by 
this difciple of Ali — I fay, hold forth thy feet.” 

Scarcely able to refrain from laughter at this Bombardinian of 
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the Eaft, and his pompous manner of ifliiing his orders, 1 drew up 
my trowfcrs and took off my boots — the man brought frefh water, and 
fell to rubbing my feet with great good will and humility ; yet evi- 
dently felt fo much hurt at the humiliation, that I was forry for it, 
and would rather have difpenfed with the wafhing, tixough it was a 
luxury. 

In the midft of this operation, the Tartar, who was reclining on 
his culhion, fmoking, rofe up, and {talking two or three times acrofs 
the room, with tlie moil ludicrous air of felf-conceit and importance, 
took his tobacco pipe from his mouth, brandifhed it in oftentatious 
parade, and in the tone and manner rather of one that was raving 
than of a man in his fober fenfes, burft out with an emphatical ex- 

preflion of fatisfadion, and faid, “ This it is to be proteded by a 

« 

great man : Muffulmen falam to him and walh his feet.” 

The extravagance of this fentiment, the abfurdity of its applica- 
tion, and the confequential folemnity of his adion and countenance 
while he fpokc, altogether rufhed upon me with fuch impetuous 
force, that I could not refill it, and, in fpite of eveiy effort to reftraiu 
myfelf, burft into an immoderate fit of laughter. 

Had I the pencil of Hogarth, the pen of Shakelpeare, or the 
powers of a Garrick, I might attempt to give fome idea of his coun- 
tenance, when, turning, he beheld me convulfed witlx laughter. 1 
might attempt it, I fay, but I could not do it juftice. Such a combi- 
nation of ludicrous expreffion I never beheld ; it was indeed an 
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epitome of all the lower order of human paffions. Fury predomi- 
nated, but it was rifihle fuiy— it was fury that rather grinned than 
frowned ; though under it were to be feen fliame and* mortification, 
forrow and refentment, pride and degradation, filly balhfulnefs and 
decayed importance. For fome time he flood transfixed to the fpot, 
his eyes gliflening like thofe of a rat in a trap ; his pointed whifkers 
moving with the contortions of his lips, and his mouth every now 
and then opening like the beak of a wounded hawk. , To utter his 
fenfations he was unable ; and he continued in this Hate, not only 
till my laughter was abated, but till 1 had time to refledl and be 
ferioufly concerned. 

At length, without faying a fentence, he wheeled about, threw off 
his, flippers, drew on his boots, vociferated till he brought all the 
people of the caravanfera about him, and ordered horfes to be ready 
inftantly. As orders from fuch a perfon were not likely to be dil- 
obeyed, the horfes were got ready. I faw that I mull either proceed, 
or come to an open rupture with him ; fo recolleding that I was 
myfelf in fault, that a difputc might be fatal, and that at all events 
it vvas only the humour of the moment, I drew on my boots too, 
and was ready to go, though I was much fitter for a twelve hours’ 
nap than for an hour’s travelling on horfeback. 

We mounted immediately, and it was my good fortune to have 
the bell horfe. He fet out upon the gallop, the moon Ihining as 
bright almoll as day ; I put forward my horfe, and kept rather before 
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him, which vexed him fo, that he beat the poor animal he rode oil 
moft unmercifully. At length, after about eight or ten miles riding, 
he called a halt— difmounted, and faid he would reft there all night. 
I faw it was all refentment : but knowing that it would be in vain to 
remonftrate, I difmounted too ; and, judging that the beft way to 
mortify him in return, was to comply with affedled approbation, 
turned to my fervant and told him (kncrw'ing that it would go from 
him to the Tartar) that I was delighted with the beauty of the night ; 
remarking at the fame time, that lying in the fwcet filubrious air 
was far preferable to being confined in the fultry filth of a cara- 
vanfera. 

As foon *as this w'as communicated to the Tartar, he remarked, 
that the open air was the fitteft place for the beafts of the foreft, and 
therefore fuitable to a Frank ; but for his part, he would much rather 
repofe on a cufliion, which he fliould have done, had it not been for 
my accurfed rilible faculties. 

Here tlie converfation refted, and we fell afieep. In a few hour- 
he awoke us, and wc fet forward : after feme paufe, he beg.an in the 
following manner, which was interpreted to me, as he fpoke, by my 
fervant : 

Surely God made laughter for the derifion and fhamc of 
mankind, and gave it to the Franks and the monkies j for the one 
ha, ha, ha’s, and the other he, he, he’s, and both are malicious, 
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mifchievous, and good for nothing but to fret and tantalize all that 
come acrofs them.” 

Here he paufcd, as waiting for fomething to be fiid : however, I 
remained filent. At length, he continued: “ Not but that, with all their 
laughter, they have the wifdom to take fpecial care of themfclves j 
for half a dozen monkies will he, he, he, and empty a whole orchard 
of its fruit in the reckoning of a hundred ; and a Frank will ha, 
ha, ha, and eat you up pillaws and poult^ like a wolf, and drink 
up wine with the fame moderation that a camel drinks up water.” 

I thought I Ihould have choked with fmothercd laughter : I 
would not however interrupt him, and fo contrived to keep it to 
myfelf : he proceeded to apothegmatife : 

“ But with all their he, he, he’s, and ha, ha, has, it fome- 
times turns out that they are caught : the monkey is feized in a trap, 
and caged or knocked in the head, and the Frank is put in jail, and 
baftinadoed or hanged j and then the tune is changed, and it is 
Oh, ho, ho !” Here he began to mimic crying fo admirably, and at 
the fame time fo ridiculoufly, that I burft out laughing again. 

“ Obferve, Jimmel,” faid he haftily, ” obferve ! you can’t refrain ! 
But by our holy Prophet,” faid he ferioufly, “ it may end as I faid : 
fo look to yourfelf, and avoid laughter in caravanferas, or we part ; 
for there are places, and that was one of them laft night, where fufpi- 
cion would ruin you. And if you loft your life, what fhould I fay 
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for myl'elf on my return to Aleppo ? Eh, what fliould f fay for myfelf ? 
Ha, ha, ha ! would not do. No, no, they would not believe it, and 
I fliould lofe my character.” 

“ Why, don’t you laugh yourfelf ?” faid I. 

“ Very feldom, or rather never,’’ returned he ; “ at lead I would 
not in time of danger. No, no, none but Chriilians -and monkies 
make a practice of laughing — Turks and Tartars are wifer.” I pro- 
mifed him, that I would in future take more care ; and, by way of 
appeafing him with a little flattery, faid, that he played his part fo 
admirably. It was impolfible to refift the ImpUlfe. But he anfwered, 
with a grave face, that his adion in that cafe was of too ferious a 
nature to be made a fubjed of merriment —and advifed me to 
believe it fo. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


The folicitudc of my guide for my fafety was the 
Ciirnellnefs of a man of bufinefs zealous to difeharge with the 
utmoft punduality the duty he had undertaken ; and I mud obferve 
to you, that tlie whole of Iris coudud evinced a preciijou and punc- 
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tuality of dcalingrarelyfound in our intercourfe with mankind. Pre- 
vious to leaving Aleppo, he had undertaken to convey me fafe— he 
was, as you may already perceive, indefatigable and unremitting in 
his endeavours to do fo ; he had promifed to fupply me with food — fo 
he did, in the moft ample manner ; he promifed to go as 1 pleafed, 
faft or flow — fo he did ; he promifed to change horfes with me, as 
often as I thought proper to defire— he did fo. But beyond this, he 
feemed to carry his care of me no farther than to any bale of goods 
he might have in his charge. He was bound to deliver me fafe, in 
good order and condition, at Bagdad : fo much he was determined 
to do, and no more did he think of. I had got letters to the 
Bafliaws of fome of the towns through which we were to pafs : but 
as the delivery of a letter is, according to the cuftom of that country, 
always accompanied with a prefent, I thought it better to decline 
delivering them, except when neceflity compelled — though the flafe 
of the country was fo unfettled, that we often had occafion for a 
guard. 

As foon as the remembrance of the laughing affair was a little 
decayed, the Tartar began to relax into good humour, and to talk 
with his ufual vehemence ; for he was always, according to the flow 
of his fpirits, either fullcnly filent or extravagantly loquacious. His 
tongue might be confidered as a thermometer, by which the warmth 
or coldnefs of his temper might be calculated, and the extremes of 
garrulity and taciturnity were the indices. His converfation, how- 
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ever, was very circumfcribed, and confifted chiefly of ftories of him- 
felf and his horfe, the amazing journeys he made, and the feats of 
manhood he performed. One circumftance I mnft in juftice men- 
tion, as I think it marks ftrongly the habitual delicacy and modelty 
of this people. Although he frequently lamented my banifhment 
from my family, and although we were for eighteen days continually 
converfmg on a variety of occafions that might lead to the fubje<fr, 
he never once talked of women ; never, in all his pity for my fitua- 
tion, glanced even remotely at the poffibility of my getting a fubrii- 
tute in that way j never hinted that he thought of them himlclf. On 
feeing women coming to the wells, they reminded me of lume of 
the ftories in the Old Tcftament. I mentioned it, but it went no 
farther j for whenever the fubjed was ftarted, he threw cold water 
on it. 

That he conceived me to be in fome refpefts a parcel of property, 

I have good reafon to believe : for I obferved that at fome caravan- 
feras the people colleded round me, and regarded me with ftrcnig 
fyroptoras of furprife and pity ; fome viewed me with commKcra- 
tion, fome with contempt ; but not one creature, however wretched 
or abjed, feemed to envy my fituation. 

I was the more confirmed in this opinion by an incident that 
happened between Diarbeker and Moful. One morning I was unii- 
fually overcome with the fatigues of the preceding day : the Tartar 
called me, fummoned me to horfe; and finding that I gave no anfwer,|l 
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nor ilicwed any token of awaking, he lifted me in his arms bodily 
from my couch (fuch was his Ifrength that he did it without any 
dilliculty), carried me out without the leaft ceremony, and, before I 
was io completely awake as to be fenfible of my fituation, had me 
upon a horfc ready to depart. 

A trani’adion fo very lingular, you may well conclude, furprifcd 
me at the time, and would not readily be forgotten : fuch a crowd 
of llnmge, confufed, and incongruous thoughts and fenfations as 
occurred to me, I never before experienced : they were painful, they 
•.vero furprifing - but I was in fuch a ftate that I could not afterwards 
irialyfe them. The chief refledion that arofe from it was, that 
.human fentiment muft be in a deplorable ftate of degradation indeed, 
when fuch a circumftance could occur from the notion that a man 
was as much an aflet or piece of property, could be transferred by 
the fame means, and moved in the fame unfeeling manner, as any 
portion of inert matter that makes up a bale of merchandize. Of 
the truth of this polition I had foon after a melancholy proof, in an 
incident which, though lamentable, was attended with fuch ludicrous 
circumftanccs, that even now I never think of it without frailing — 
finiling, as I (lid then, with a heart bleeding with pity. 

One morning I was awakened before day-break with a buftle in 
the caravanfera where we lodged. I conjedured that the Tartar was 
preparing to get forward, and rofe in order to lofe no time. I was' 
iifo far right in my conjedures ; the horfes were ready, and I came 
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out to mount, and was very much furprifed to perceive fevcral horfe» 
before me loaded with fomething which flood ered from their 
backs, and which I had barely light to difcern were not men. T 
concluded that they were bales of merchandize packed in a particu- 
lar form, and afked no queftions till full day-light difclofed to me 
that they were human creatures tied up in facks, and faflened aftridc 
on the horfes’ backs. There was a flrange union of horror and oddity 
in the conception, that ftruck me at once with a mixed emotion of 
indignation, pity, and mirth. — The former however got the better, 
and I afked my fervant with fome warmth what it meant. — He faid 
that the facks contained fome young women whom the Tartar had 
bought. — “ Good Goo !” faid I, “ is it poffible that he can have 
bought wretched females to treat them with fo little tendernefs r” 

“ He has bought them,” returned my fervant, “ in the way of traffic, 
not for pleafure.” 

“ Suppofe he has,” faid I, “ fuppofe even they were men, not 
to mention young women, how can he imagine that they will fur- 
vive this ? Tied up and fweltered in a fack — faflened crofe-legs on a 
horfe, and driven at fuch an amazing rate (for by this time we had 
fel forward, and another Tartar was whipping the horfes up all the 
time, and driving them on) — how is it poffible they can furvive ? 
They mufl be fraothered— they muft be ffiattered to pieces — tliey muft 
be ftripped, excoriated, and tortured to death !” 

“ If I might prefume to advife,” faid he, “ I would fay that ♦ 
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you had better make no remarks upon it : it would only get them 
perhaps worfe treated, and raife his anger againft you.” 

To conclude, 1 took his advice, and kept my mind to myfelf. 
The unfortunate women were in this manner carried fifty miles, at 
the end of which their tender-hearted purchafer difpofed of them in 
fome way of keeping till his return ; when I fuppofe they were to 
be carried back in facks aftride upon horfes, all the way to Aleppo, 
there to be fold to the higheft bidder. 

To uS, my Frederick, who live in a country where an hour’s 
detention in a houfe againft -our will is punifiied as unlawful im- 
prifonment, and who feel and value the rich treafure of liberty 
above all earthly bleffingsj the bare idea of flavery appears horri- 
ble; when the miferies of flavery are lharpened by cnielty, our 
indignation burns at the offence : but filch a complicated piece of 
enormity as that I have mentioned, almoft tranfeends belief, and 
indignation is loft in amazement. There arc but few men, even in out 
bracing climate, whom fifty miles riding would not fhake to pieces, 
and torture almoft to death. No woman would think of it. But 
when to that is fuperadded, firft the compulfion — then the forry and 
at beft painful equipage of the horfes— the tender perfons, unaccuf- 
tomed to riding, of the women — the fmothering heat of the fack — 
and above all the horrid climate, burning with an almoft vertical 
heat (vertical at leaft compared with our oblique fun) — it will be 
allowed to be a wonder, almoft approaching to a miracle, that they 
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furvivcd one half of ihcir journey. I’he wonder-working hand of 
Omnipotence alone could bring them through it and w'hen I afked 
in the evening whether they were dying or dead, and was told that 
they were not only alive but in perfeilh health, I could not help re- 
pcatiug that moft beautiful exprellton put into the mouth of Maria 
by the inimitable Sterne, “ God tempers the wind to the fide of the 
ihorn lamb.” 

This affair tended to prejudice me ftrongly againft my Tartar 
guide, and I was for fome time that I could not look upon him with- 
out horror : but at length my rcfentnj,ent abated ; and rcafon, refum- 
ing her feat of cool dccifion, told me, that though it was a crime and a 
grievous one, he was not fo refponfible for it as thofc wdio, knowing 
better, authorifed it by their concurrence, gave it the fandion of 4aw, 
and made it familiarly pradifed ; he only did that which he had been 
even from his mothers bread indruded to do, and fhould therefore 
not be judged by thofe rules which a Briton would lay down for the 
government of fuch cafes. 

A Briton !-t-Hold ! Have I not now been uttering a mod fevere 
fatire upon the Britifh Nation ? Yes! imputing to men a virtue which 
they want, is the word kind of fatire — I meant it not at the time, 
but will not rctrad what I have written — Britons deferve the lafh of 
fatire ! They deferve a worfe ladi : for the traffic in human bodies 
dill dands a bloody brand of infamy on her great National Gounciis, 
Their brothers’ blood ! the blood of millions of murdered Africans, 
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like that of Abel, cries to Heaven againft them, and will not, I 
fear, cry in vain. 

Great God ! — What a horrible thought ! — what an indelible 
ftigma ! that a Legiilator dial!, in the cold blood of commerce, make 
a calculation of the pn)babk profit upon human lives—put commer- 
cial expediency in the balance againft murder-r-and m.ake convenience 
fhe excufe for crime ! — Why, the robber may do fo !— But fhall 
Britons, generous Britons, who boaftful claim precedence of the 
world in freedom, humanity, and juftice— lhall they look on and fee 
inferior nations fpurning. from tljpi with horror the debafing traffic ; 
and ftimuJated by avarice, or mifled by wicked policy, retain the blot 
that other States have wiped away, and live at once tlie curfe of one 
part,' and the fcorn of the reft of mankind?— Forbid it Mercy! 
Forbid it Fleaven !— And oh ! may that virtuous man, who, difdain- 
ing the malignant taunts of the bafe and interefted, boldly Heps 
forth the advocate of man and of liis country, and feffioh after 
feffion fprings from the couch of repofe which opulence prefents 
him, to break the fetters and the fcouiges which improbity and 
avarice have forged for our fellow creatures— may he fucceed and 
bear down all his oppofers ! and may the juftice of his country 
make his triumpli* and his glory as certain and complete here, as 
the juftice of that Being, under whole diredion he ads, wilt doubt- 
lefe make tliem hereafter ! 
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LETTER XL. 


f ROM the confiderations I have already pretty fully mea^ 
lloiied, my mind was by no means at eafe. The inceflaiit travelling 
for lb many days, at the rate of levfcHty-fiv€ miles a day, to be con- 
tinued I knew not how long, increafed my anxiety ; and the appre- 
henfions of accident, interruption, and above all ficknefs, intercepting 
me on my way, haunted my imagination with all its terrors. I was 
befides approaching fall to that region where the winds ftrike all 
living things that draw them in inllantly dead ; and conceiving that, 
the more expeditious I was in getting over the journey, the greater 
chance I had of efcaping thofe mifehiefs ; I pulhed heartily forward, 
and urged the Tartar till he at lall exprefled his aftonifliment and 
approbation ; paid me the compliment to fay, that I was almoft equal 
to himfclf for enduring fatigue ; and concluded with a very fagacious 
furmife, that in all probability I had been myfelf a carrier of dif- 
patches among the Frank Governments. 

One day after we had rode about four miles from a caravanfera, 
at which we had changed our cattle, I found that a moll execrably 
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bad horfe had fallen to ray lot : he was ftiff, feeble, and foundered ; 
in confequence of which he ftumbled very much, and I every 
minute expeded that he would fall and roll over me. I therefore 
propofed to the guide to exchange with me j a favour he had hitherto 
never refufed, and for which I was the more anxious, as the beafl; 
he rode was of the very beft kind. To my utter aftonilhment he 
peremptorily refufed ; and as this had been a day of unufual tacitur- 
nity on his part, I attributed his refufal to peeviflmefs and ill temper, 
and was refolved not to let the matter reft there. I therefore defired 
the interpreter to inform him, that as he had at Aleppo agreed to 
change horfes with me as often as I pleafed, I fliould conlider our 
agreement infringed upon if he did not comply, and would write to 
the Conful at Aleppo to that effed. 

As foon as this was conveyed to him, he feemed ftrongly agitated 
by anger ; yet endeavoured to conceal his emotions under alFetled 
contempt and deriiion, which produced from him one of the moft 
lingular grins that ever yet marred tlic human phyfiognomy. At 
length he broke forth : 

“ You will write to Aleppo, will you ? Foolifli Frank ! they will 
not believe you ! By Mahomet, it would be well done to hear the com- 
plaint of a wandering Frank againft Hallan Artaz — Haflan the faith- 
ful and the juft, who for ten years and more has been the meflenger 
of an Emperor, and the friend and confidant of Cadis, Balhaws, 
and Viceroys, and never yet was called fo much as liar ! Who, think 
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you, poor mifguided one ! who, think you, would believe that I 
broke my promife ?” 

“ Why do you not then,” faid I, interrupting him, “ why do 
you not perform it by changing horfes, when you are convinced in 
your confcience (if you have any) that it was part of your agree- 
ment ?” — “ Once for all I tell you,” interrupted he, “ I will not give 
up this horfc. There is not,” faid he gafconadingly, “ there is not a 
MufiTulman that ever wore a beard, not to talk of a wretched Frank, 
that fliould get this horfe from under me ; I would not yield him to the 
Commander of the Faithful this minute, were he in your place : 1 
would not, I tell you, Frank — and I have my own reafons for It.” 

“ I dare fay you have,” returned I ; “ love of your eafe, and 
fear of your bones.” 

At hearing this, he grew quite outrageous— called IVIahomet 
and Alla to witnefs that he did not know what it W'as to fear any 
thing — declared that he was convinced fome infernal fpirit had that 
day got pofTclTion of me — and indeed fecmed well difpofed to go 
to logger-heads. At length obfcrving that 1 looked at him with 
fneering contemptuous defiance, he rode up along fide of me 1 
thought it was to ftrike, and prepared to defend rayfelf. I was how- 
ever miftaken ; he fnatched the reins out of my hand, and caught 
hold of them collc£ted clofe at the horfe’s jaw ; then fell flogging 
my horfe and fpurring his own, till he got them both into full fpced; 
nor did he 'flop there, but continued to belabour mine with his whip, 
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and to fpur his own, dri\ing headlong over every impediment that 
came in our way, till I really thought he had run mad, or defigncd 
to kill me. Several times I was on the point of ftrlking him with 
my whip, in order to knock him off his horfe — but as often pa- 
tience providentially came in to my affiftance, and whlfpered to me 
to forbear and fee it out. Mean time 1 confidered myfelf as being in 
fomc danger ; and yet fuch was the power he had over the cattle, 
that I found it impoffible to flop him : fo reftgning the event to the 
diredlion of Providence, I fuffered him without a further effort to 
proceed ; I calling him every opprObiious name I could think of in 
lingua Franca, and he grinning, and calling me Dumus, Jihafli, 
Burhl (i. e. hog, afs, mule), in rapid and impetuous vdiemence of 
tone and utterance. 

He continued this for a length of I dare fay ibme miles, over 
an uncultivated trad, here and there interfeded with channels formed 
• by rills of water in the periodical rains ; thickly fet with low furze, 
ferns, and other dwarf bufhes, and broken up and down into little 
hills. His horfe carried him clean over all : and though mine was 
every minute fturabling and nearly down, yet with a dexterity in- 
expreffible, and a vigour altogether amazing, he kept him up by 
the bridle, and 1 may fay carried him gallantly over every thing. 
I was aftonilhed very much at all this, and towards the end as much 
pleafed as aftonilhed j which he perceiving, cried out frequently 
and triumphantly, “ O, la Frangi ! Ilcli ! Heli ! Frangi 1” and at 
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at laft drawing in the horfcs, flopping fiiort, and looking me full 
in the face, exclaimed in lingua Franca, “ Que dice, Frangi — ^Que 
dice ?” 

For fome time I w'as incapable of making him any anfwer, bur 
continued furveying him from head to foot as tlie moft extraordinary 
favage I had ever beheld ; while he ftroked his whifkers with great 
fclf-complaccncy and compofure, and nodded his head every now 
and then, as much as to fay, Ay, ay, it is fo ! look at me ! am 
not I a very capital fellow ? — “ A capital fellow indeed you arc,” 
faid I, “ but I wifli I was well out of your confounded clutches.” 

We alighted on the brow of a fmall hill, whence was to be feen 
a full and uninterrupted profpedl of the country all round. The 
interpreter coming up, he called to him and defired him to exphiin 
to me carefully the meaning of what he was about to fay ; which I 
will give you as nearly as I can in his own words, as they were 
tranflated by the Linguid : 

“ You fee thofe mountains yonder,” faid he, pointing to the 
Fiad; “ tliofe are in the province of Kunhjlan, inhabited by a vile race 
of robbers called Jefides, who pay homage to a God of their own 
t ailed Jefid (jefus), and wordiip the Devil from fear. They live by 
plunder, and often defeend from thofe mountains, crofs the Tigris 
which runs between them and us, and plunder and ravage this country 
in bands of great number and formidable ftrength, carrying away 
into davery all they can catch, and killing all who refift them. This 
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roiiiitry tlierefore, for fome diftance round us, is very dangerous to 
travellers, whofe only fafciy lies in flight. Now it was our misfor- 
tune this morning to get a very bad horfe, for which, pleal'e Alla 
(flroking his whilkers), fome one (hall receive, the baftinado. 
Should wc meet with a band of ihofe Curds, what could we do but 
fly ? And if you, Frangi, rode tliis horfe, and I that, we could never 
cfcapc ; for I doubt you could not keep him-tlp from falling under 
me, as 1 did under you : I Ihould therefore come down and be 
taken —you would lofc your guide, and mifs your way, and all of 
us be undone. Befides,” continued he, “ there are many villages here 
where people live, who, if they only fufpefted you were a Frank, 
would follow and facrifice you if they could to Mahomet, and 
where of ^urfe you mull run for it.” 

As foon as the interpreter had explained this to me, “ Well,” 
continued the Tartar, “ what does he fay now to it?” Then turning 
to me, and tofling up his head — “ Que dice, Fran^ ?” 

“ Why, I fay,” returned 1, “ that you have fpoken good fenfe 
and found reafon ; and I am obliged to you/’ 

This, when interpreted fully, operated moft pleafingly upon him ; 
his features relaxed into a broad look of fatisfadion, and he faid : — 
“ I will do every thing I can to make you eafy and contented : 
and when I am obftinate, don’t refift — for be aflured I have reafon 
for it ; and above all things avoid laughing in my prefence. But 
we ftiall reach Moful by and by, and probably then we may have no 
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more rides.” For I expeded to get dowa the river Tigris from Moful- 
to Bagdad, and had told him fo, and he encouraged me with the ex- 
pedation. 

That night we came to a car.ivanfera which lay at fome diftance 
from a village. Here the Tartar, pleafed with himfelf for the condud 
of the day, and pleafed with me for my approbation of it, ordered 
a moft admirable fupper ; and not only, as was very common with 
liim, rejeded the b»ft difh in order to prefent it to me, but aifo fc- 
leded for me the choiceft bits of thofc upon the table. He then 
ordered wine, obferving that the fatigue of a Government Mcffenger 
demanded indulgence ; and ufing a falvo of my fuggeftion on a for- 
mer occafion, viz. that the Prophet would not be offended with 
travellers more than with the fick for taking it as H^ere media- 
naUy. , 

We accordingly had wine, and admirable it was, though by no 
means equal to that we drank at the city of Diarbeker. I took little 
however, and the Tartar was much furprifed at my abftemioufnefs ; 
remarking, that he never faw a Frank before that was not a down- 
right bog when he got the cup to his lips. My taking it in fmall 
portions, while he drank it as we do table beer, particularly aftoniihed 
him. Before he lay down on his couch, he gave orders for horfes, 
threatening the people with fevere caftigatiem if they gave bad ones ; 
holding up as an example the perfoa that gave us the Humbling 
horfe that day, who he declared ihould be baffinadoed as foon as he 
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returned, if there was a Cadi within tenieagues of him ; and I dare 
to fay that he kept his word i^oft religioufly. 

The next morning we had excellent cattle j fear produced wonders 
among them, and we fet forward juft as the fun rofe. As we en- 
tered the firft village, I was fomewhat alarmed by perceiving my 
guide draw up his horfc — deliberate — mutter to himfelf— and feem 
rather uneafy while he viewed a crowd that was up the ftreet before 
US ; fome of whom I perceived to be agitated with fome extraordinary 
motions of the body, while one man ftood in the middle, rolling 
hia body into a variety of ftrange contortions. — ^The Tartar, for a 
minute or two, feemed to be debating within himfelf whether he 
fltould proceed or tum about ; at length putting me on his left hand, 
he fet forw^ at full ^ed, leaving the crowd on his right, who, 
feeing the rapidhy of our pace, flew on one fide, and let us pafs. 
We foon however heard fhouting behind us, and could hear plainly 
the words “ Ghiaour ! Frangi Cucu !” and looking back, perceived 
feveral ragged men like fevages purfuing us, lifting ftones occafion- 
ally, and cafting them after us widi all their might. The fpced of 
our horfes at laft got us out of both fight and hearing ; and I plainly 
perceived, and was for the firft time convinced, that my guide’s con- 
dua was dircaed by found fenfe, fpirit, good faith, and integrity. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 


The extraordinary occurrence which I mentioned in my 
lafl: letter required explanation, and my Tartar friend was not back- 
ward in giving it ; for he loved exceedingly to hear himfelf talk, and, 
on any fubjed within the compafs of lus knowledge, was ihrewd, 
perfpicuous, and even naturally eloquent : he had moreover on that 
occafion aded the part of a ikilful general ; and as 1 applauded his 
prudence and addrefs, he was extremely kind and communicative, 
and gave me a full account of that a^r, his motives, his deliberations, 
and the urgency of the cafe ; and, in Ihort, every thing that could 
elucidate the circumftance, or aggrandize his own importance. It 
would be a pity to take it out of his own words : I fhall therefore 
relate them to you, as I had them through the medium of our Lin- 
guift, for they made an imprellion on my memory not eafily to be 
crafed. 

You mufl; know,” faid he, “ that there are fpread over the 
face of this great and glorious empire a number of dervifes of dif- 
ferent kinds— men, who renounce the enjoyments and plcafures 
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of the world, to converfe with Mahomet and worfhip Alla. Some 
of thofe are very good men, indeed faints, and never do any thing 
bad ; preaching and praying, without hurting any thing, even a rat 
or a fnake ; nay, they would not hurt a Chriftian. There are others 
again, of whom I have heard our Bafhaws and Effendis, and even 
the Maazlen, declare that they are forbid by the Koran ; and yet the 
common people (the lower fort you know have no fenfe) reverence 
and worfhip them — they are called Santons ; live by themfelvcs, 
TomCtimes under ground like rabbits, and fometimes in the thickets 
and woods. They go where they pleafe, take the bell feat in any 
man's houfe, cram themfelves with meat and drink^ and yet none 
rcOft them ; for fome will not, and others dare not. Nay, they 
often pollute women in the open ftreets— and they never fet their 
eyes on a Chfillian or a Frank, that they will not kill, if poffible. 
For my part, I think that they ought to be hanged, every one of 
them that had a head to be hanged by— or rather flaked— for no 
punifhment is too great for them ; but I dare not fay fo in that 
town— if i did, I fhouid be ftoned to death by the rabble. 

As foon as I perceived the crowd, and the rafcals dancing, I 
knew that they were fantons, and was fiirc that they would flop us 
in order to extrad money from us j in which cafe they would moft 
probably have dilcovered ydu — for they have the eyes of the devil. 
Nothing then could fave your life j the crowd would join them, and 
your brains would have been beat out with ftones. I had a mind 
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to turn back and go round the town, but that niight have caufcd fuf* 
picion, and got us perhaps intercepted ; fo I determined to puth by 
them boldly, which I did, you can teftify, like a brave man. You faw 
enough yourfelf, to convince you of the danger you have efcaped, 
and of my wifdom and valour ; let me therefore entreat you to be 
entirely gtiided by me, and above all things avoid that accurfed pro- 
penfity to laughter.” 

Since I firft formed the refolution of writing this account of my 
journey, I have been at fomc pains to dip into the bed hiftories of 
that country, and I find that in every inftance my Tartar guide’s infor- 
mation was correct. Th’ofc fantons, as well as other clafles of dervifes 
and flieihs, travel about the coun’iy and levy contributions on the 
inhabitants ; feme are really what they pretend to be, and are as 
pure and as pious as the monks of the primitive Chriftian church ; 
but the fantons are monfters, who exift only by the barbarous cre- 
dulity and more than favage ignorance of the lower order of the 
people — though reprobated, and indeed execrated, by the better fort 
of Turks. They aflfeCt to be dementated (which with the Maho- 
medans is the greateft mark of fanCtity), and under cover of that 
madnefs commit every excefs and enormity, not merely with impu- 
nity, but with applaufe. Such is the melancholy ftate of degradation, 
to w'hich the weight of fuperftition’s chains bends the mind of man ! 
It is not long fince I had a very pleafing difeuffion of this extraor- 
dinary fubjed, with a gentleman of my acquaintance, for whofe 
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macity I have gtcit refped. Superftition and credulity very natu- 
rdly laJ to a confideration of the Turkifh religion, .and I exprefled 
my fatisfadion, that the worft excreicences of the Chriftian fchifms 
could not be cwnpared with the Turkifli faith in their dervifes. He 
faid, that he agreed it did not go quite the length of the fantons ; but 
he related to me a converfation between him and a Roman catholic, 
not more than twenty-four miles from the enlightened city of 
Dublin, which furprifed me much. 

** I was,” faid he, when a youth, very free in ccnfuring all 
religions, and chiefly Popery ; for, being bred among Roman catho- 
lics, I had the greater opportunity of feeing their ablurdities, which 
I treafurcd up as fo much gain, without ever taking into account 
their many virtues, of which they have their fliare. One day I was 
on a party of pleafure, at a place called — — — , and in prefence 
of a poor country fellow ridiculed the priefthood, attributing to them 
many vices, and particularly fornication and adultery. The man 
refiiicd me, and declared it was impoffible. Then I fuppofe, 
faid I, if a prieft and a woman were locked up in a room together 
for a year, and the woman in a week after coming forth was brought 
to bed of a child, you would not believe it to be the prleft’s. No, 
faid he, I would not. Then how came the child ? I don’t know, 
repUed he — any way but by him. In fhort, he would believe it 
felf-impregnation, or preternatural vifitation, rather than allow a 
prieft to be capable of fornication.” 
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“ But,” Ciid I, “ you fuppofcd a ciife— if the fellow was flirewd 
enough to fay, no fuch cafe could at all happen, he would have put 
you down ; that was what he meant, though he knew not how to 
go about expr^ing k.” 

The dhficulties and hazards of the journey, which fccmed to 
thicken upon us as we advanced, made me pant for a fpeedy conclu- 
fion to it ; and the adventure of the laft day opened more clearly to 
my view tire dangers we had to encounter, which were fUll likely to 
increafe as we got to the eaftward and fouthward, where the fury of 
bigotry raged without remorfe j where the greater diflance from the 
feat of government made the populace more lawlefs, and the magi- 
ftrate more corrupt and tyrannical j where the total feclufion from 
all well ordered fociety rendered the manners barbarous ; where 
ftrangers were fcidom feen, and when feen fleeced and perfe- 
cuted ; and where particularly, I had reafon to believe, fcarcely any 
Englilhman had ever fet his foot ; and above all, where the very 
winds that blew were charged with deftrudiion, and carried inftant 
death upon their wings. I therefore earneftly longed to reach 
Moful, where the probability was, I ihould get at lead the more 
comfortable and commodious conveyance of water carriage, and 
where I might refrelh myfelf completely, after the fatigues of fo 
many days journey ; and, if there was occafion, claim a guard and 
protedlion, ftaving along with me a letter to the Balhaw, which I 
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might withhold or deliver, juft as bcft faked my inclination or con- 
venience. 

I could not help viewing with a fad and melancholy eye my 
prefent ftate ; wandering, I may fay alone, unaccommodated and 
wretched, through an irihofpitable region, and more inhofpitable 
people ; where danger befet me in a thoufand forms, and every ftep 
I took, I took in hazard of my life ; and comparing it with thofe 
feenes of opulence and comfort which I had once experienced, 
where every, lawful wifli met with its accompliftiment ; where every 
ncceflity was fupplied, and every difficulty obviated ; where tender 
love and attachment anticipated every deftre, and foothed every care ; 
where the mutual endearments and reciprocal accommodations of 
tender relatives, wife, children, faithful friends, and kindly intimates 
gave a zeft to life, made me feel that my exiftcnce was of intcreft to 
others as well as to myfclf, and communicated a confeious importance 
which the ifolated, folitary, felfiffi man can never feel : I could not 
help looking back with grief and mortification, to think that I once 
pofTefled thofe bleffings, and ftiould perhaps poflefs them no more ; 
but, on the contrary, might periffi unknown, unheeded, and unla- 
mented, in an unknown corner of the wilds of an unknown hoftile 
country, without one friend to folace or to cheer nie, or tell to thofe 
who loved or took (hare in my concerns, the place where I lay, or 
the particulars of my fate. 
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Nor in tills dlfmal train of reflexions was Aleppo forgotten. 
It. made the great conneding link between my former happincis and 
prefent mifery ; it was, as it were, the door through which I pafled 
when I took my laft farewell of comfort : when it clofed and £hut 
me out, the prolpeX was indeed gloomy ; nor did I after feel one 
happy fenfation, unlefs the convullive tranfports of a laugh, and the 
boifterous fleeting mirth arifing from the fingularities of my guide, 
■which, as the furge raifed by the tempeft above its proper height 
lifts up the lhattered bark only to call it on the beach and leave it 
fhipwrecked, elevated my fpirits for the moment beyond their proper 
pitch, to retire quickly, and leave them in the horrors of ten times 
deeper melancholy. 

Perceiving how much call down I was, my friendly Tartar began 
to rally me : “ Jimmel,” faid he, “ the Santons have frightened 
you: — but don’t be afraid— Hassan Artaz is no boy: he can 
bring you througli greater difiiculties than thofe, fiiould they befall 

“ But how comes it,” faid I, “ Haflan, that you, who have fo 
much power at the caravanferas, have not power to refill thofe 
rafcally Santons, or the mobs of a village ?” 

“ Why, as to the mob,” faid he, if I was by myfelf, or had 
only a true Believer with me, I would make them fly before me like 
the dull before the wind. As to the Santons, no one can refill them : 
the Great, who hare them, are obliged to fhew them refpeX : and the 
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Bafhaw of Aleppo, nay the Commander of the Faithful himfelf, could 
not fave you, if one of them called on the mob to ftone you, or 
tear you to pieces. However, be of good cheer ; for, plcafc Ar.LA, I 
will deliver you fafe aiui iound ro die Coja at Bagdad : befides, we 
ftiall very fooa be at Mofui from whence we will go down by water, 
which will be very plcafant ; and the chief danger then will be in 
fiih fighting., w'hich is betiei than being cut off by Santons. — Should 
there be occalion ” laid he, looking moil fcrocioufly and brandilliing 
his whip — “ lln)uid we he attacked by Curds oi F obbers, you fliall 
fee—you fludl fee, Jlmmei—Oh! hoi} l > 1 , I’ll fight’.” 


LETTER XLII. 


It was early in tlw evening when the pointed turrets 
of the city of Moful open d o;i our view, and communicated no 
very unpleafant fenfations to my heart, 1 found myfelf on ferip- 
ture ground j and could not help feeling fomc portion of the pride 
of the traveller, when I refledied that I was now within fight of 
Nineveh, renowned in holy writ. — The city is feated in a very 
barren Tandy plain, on the banks of the river Tigris, embellifhed- 
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with the united gifts of Pomoiiu, Ceres, and Flora, The external 
vietv of the town is much in its favour, being encompafied with 
flately '-’‘’nls of kfiid iiouc, over wlurh the ftccples or minarets of other 
lofty buildings are fecn with increafcd eflcd. Here I hrft faw a 
large caravan encamped, iialting ou its march from the Gulnti of 
Perfia to Armenia ; and it certainly made a mod noble appearance, 
filling the eye with a muliitudc of grand ohjocls, all urnring to form 
one magnificent whole. 

Bui though tlic oatl'uic be f.; I'^rutijui, tl'.c iniide is moil dctcilabic ; 
the heal is fo intenu-, tnat ii; if.e middle of th' day there is no dir- 
ring out , and even at night the walls of the houfes ■U'e fo heated 'w 
ll'ic Jay's fan, a- to produce a difagrccablc iieai !o the Ijody at afoot, 
or even a vat d didance iroisi them. How ever, I entered it wdth fpirits, 
becaufc i cunlidcrcd it as t’u L.d dage of the word part of my pil- 
primage. Bui, alasl I was difai 'pointed i”. my expedtation ; for the 
Tigris w’as dried up by the intenfry of I’te heat, and an unufually 
long drought ; and I was obliged 'o take the mrfer with a patient 
flirug, and accommodate my mind t., i journey on horleback, wdiich, 
though not fo long as that I had already made, was likely to be 
equally dangerous, and which therefore demanded a full exertion 
of fortitude and refolution. — There are a thoufand latent energies in 
every man, which only want the powerful voice of neceffity to call 
them out : and now drawn o the top of my bent, I prepared my 
mind to fet out in the morning, with as much chccrfulnefs as if the 
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hopes of water carriage to Bagdad had never aoicc occurred to iay' 
mkid. 

It was ftill llic hot fcafon of the year, and We were to travel 
through that couiitty, over which the horrid wiod I have before 
mentioned fweeps its confuming Wafts : it is called by the Turks 
Samiel, is meatkined by holy Job under the name of the Eaft Wind,, 
and extends its ravages adl the way from the extreme end of the 
Gulph of Cambaya up to Moful ; it carries along with it fleaks of 
fire, like threads of filk ; Ihftantly ftrikes dead thofc that breathe 
it, and confumes them inwardly to afties; the flefh foon becoming 
black as a coal, and dropping off from the bones. Philofophers con- 
fider it as a kind of elefbric fire, proceeding from the fulphureous 
or nitrous exhalations which are kindled by the ;i^itation of the 
winds. The only poffible means of efcape from its fatal effede, is 
to fail flat on the ground, and thereby prevent the drawing it in ; 
to do this, however, it isr neceffary firft to fee it, which is not always 
pradicable. 

But befides this, the ordinary heat of the climate is extremely 
dangerous to the blood and lungs, and even to the Ikin, which it 
blifters and peels away from the flelli, afieding the eyes fo much, 
that travellers are obliged to wear a tran^rent covering over them 
to keep the heat off. 

That night, Haflian iaid, that as we muft proceed to Bagdad 
on horfd^ck, he would ftay the next at Moful to refrefli us; which 
3 I objeded 
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I objeded to ; he then fpokc of the fucceeding part of tie jouraeg 
as a thing of nothing : we had already come near nine hundred 
miles, and had not abore five to go : befides, as the weather was 
warmer, we would travel more in the night, and lie-by in the day- 
time, in places with whidi he was well acquainted. 

In fhort, the poor fellow feemed to take an intereft in my lafety, 
and to wifli to alleviate the pains of my mind ; and he always con- 
cluded with a rcmonftrance againft laughing, which from frequently 
hearing I now underftood even in his own language. — “ Don’t 
laugh, Jimmel, don’t laugh,” he would fay with great folcmnity. — 
By the bye, I obferved, that when he was vrell difpofed to me, he 
always called me Jimmdl (a name which I prefume he conftrufted, 
with my fervant’s affiftance, from the referablance of found between 
Campbcl and Camel, Jimmel being the Turkifh for that animal); 
and when angry, he called me Frangi, with all its gradations of 
Turkifli abufe, Dumus, Cncu, &c. 

That evening, as we fat in the caravanfera, a man entered and 
l^ke to Haflan, who feetped to pay great attention to what he was 
faying. He was a w^ell made man — below the middle fize — and had 
that kind of countenance which befpeaks Ihrewdnefs, ingenuity, 
and mirth. At length he retired ; and foon after HaiTan bid us rife 
and follow him ; he went into a fort of puWic room, where a num- 
ber of people were collected, fitting as is the cuftom in coffee-houfes 
on low ftools. Hailan pointed to me to fit down, which I did : 
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then placing the Interpreter near us, he fat himfelf : and ftraight I 
perceived the little man, who had juft been fpeaking to him, ftep 
forth from the crowd and begin to pronounce a fort of prologue, 
which I neither imderftood nor wifhed to underftand : it appeared 
from his cadences to be metrical, and feemed, by the little im- 
preflion it made on his auditors, to have nothing particular to 
recommend it. At length, however, he paufed, and, hemming 
fevcral times to clear his pipes, began again to hold fortli, “ He 
is going to tell a ftory,” faid the Interpreter. The attention of all 
was fixed upon him, and he proceeded with a modulation of tones, 
a, variety of adion, and an energy of expreflion, that I think 1 have 
never heard or feen excelled; his adion indeed was fingularly 
admirable ; and I could perceive that he was occafionally fpeaking 
in the tones of a man and a woman ; in which latter charader lie 
gave a pidurc of whining ludicrous diftrefs, that moved the rifible 
mufcles of all the company. I looked at Hafian, and he was grin- 
ning as merrily as could any monkey or Frank in Afia. The Lin- 
guift occafionally' interpreted what the ftory-teller was faying ; and 
1 foon began to fufped that it was a ftory I had more than once read 
in the Arabian Nights, though altered, and in fome meafure drama- 
tized by the fpeaker. 1 looked feveral times archly at Haflan, and 
he returned my glance, as much as to fay. You fee I don’t laugh at 
all this. At length, liowever, the orator came to a part where he 
was to mimic a poor little hunch-l>ack (for I now difeovered it to 
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be the ftory of little Hunch-back) choking with a bone t he threw 
up his back ; fqueezed, till ail the blood in his body feemed colleded 
in his face, his eyes rolled in their fockets, his knees knocked, he 
twilled and folded his body, putting his fotc-finger and thumb into 
his throat, and pulling with all his might, as if to pull fomething out ; 
at length he grew weaker, ftretched Iris arms down, and his fingers 
back, like thofe of a perfon ftrangling— kickedi, fell, quivered, and 
died. It is impoffible for any defeription to do juftice to the perfec- 
tion of his acting ; and what rendered it the more extraordinary was, 
that though it was a feene of death, and well aded death, he conti- 
nued to render it fo ludicrous in circumftances, as to fufpend the 
audience between a laugh and cry. They did not remain long fo j 
for be fuddenly bounced up, and began the moll doleful lameutation 
of a woman, and exhibited fuch a feene of burlefque diftrefs as I 
never witnefled. All burft out in torrents of laughter, Haffan as 
well as the reft— I alone remained pnrpofely ferious ; and the orator, 
according to cuftom, broke off in the middle of an interetting 
feene. 

When we returned to the caravanfera, I rallied the Tartar on the 
fcore of his laughter : he growled, and faid, “ Who could avoid it ? 
Why did not you laugh as you were wont “ Becaufe,” faid I, “ he 
did not a(ft as comically as you.”— “ No,” returned he, « but becaufe 
Franks and monkies only laugh for mifehief, and where they ought 
jiot. No, Jimmel, you will never fee me laugh at milchief.”— “ Whai,” 
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laid I, “ not at a poor man’s being choked to death !” — ** Nay,” 
faid he, “ I feldom laugh, yet I could not avoid it then.” That 
very hour, however, a puppet-lhow was exhibited in the fame room, 
and my grave guide laughed till the tears ran down his cheeks, and 
his voice funk into a whining treble. Karagbafe was certainly 
extravagantly comical, though lilthy ; and frightened a Cadi with 
a whole troop of JanifTaiics, by letting fly at them a fliot or two — 
a parte poj i ' 

The next day we fet out well mounted, and puflied on with 
renovated fpirits towards Bagdad. HalTan could no more have the 
aflurance to cenlure laughing ; and, as I was little difpofed to do it 
in time of danger, we were Hkdly to agree well. In fliort, we began 
to like one another’s company ; and if I brought him to be a greater 
laugher thaq he ufed to be, he gave himfelf the credit of having 
made me much more ferious than I had been before — I profited by 
his inftrudkions. 

It would be an effort as idle and fruitJefs on my part, as unentcr- 
talning and uninterefting on yours, to attempt to give you a regular 
detail of our progrefs from Moful to Bi^dad; the fame general 
cautions were obferved, with the lame occafional relaxations. Haf- 
fan fiill continued to treat me with a repetition of himfelf and his 
horfc, his own feats and Ids horfe’s feats ; to be fUent when ill- 
tempered, and loquacious when gay ; to flog the jm:endants at the 
caravanferas ; order the bell horlee, and eat the bed vi<duials, and to 
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give me the befl. of both ; and finally, wc had our fallings out and 
fallings in again : but I had not the mortification of feeing any more 
women tied in facks on horfes’ backs, and excoriated with a ride of 
fifty miles a day. 

As we rode along we overtook feveral times ftraggling Callenders, 
a kind of Mahomedan monks, who profefs poverty and great fanc- 
tity; they were drefled all in rags, covered witli filth, carried a 
gourd, by way of bottle, for water — 1 prefume fometimes for wine 
too — and bore in their hands a long pole decorated with rags, and 
pieces of cloth of various colours. They are fuppofed by the vulgar 
to have fupcrnatural powers : but Haflkn, who feemed to liavc caught 
all his ideas from his betters, exprefled no fort of opinion of them ; 
Xvi falamd to them, and gave them money, however. It was extra- 
ordinary enough, that they were all in one (lory — all were going OTi 
a pilgrimage to Mecca— or, as they call it, Hadje, 

As foou as ever we got out of their fight and hearing, HafTan fliook 
hls head, and repeated “Hadje, Hadje!” feveral times douhtinglv, 
and grinned, as he was accuftomed to do when he was difpleafed, with- 
out being able to mauifefi; anger. “ Hadje !” he would cry, “ I huig:, 
Hadje!” I afked him what he meant; and he faid, that thefe fellows 
were no more going to Mecca than I w^as. “ I have a thoufand aud a 
thoufand times,” faid he, “met Callenders on the road, and alwavs 
found them facing towards Mecca. If I am going fi)uthward, I always 
overtake them ; if northward, I meet them; and all the time they are 
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going wherever their bufinefs carries them. I overtook,” continued 
he, “ one of them one^ day, and I gave him alms and pafled him by ; 
he was coming, he faid, after me, towards Mecca : but I halted on 
purpofe for a day, and he never pafled j and a merchant arriving at 
the fame caravanfera informed me, he had met the very fame fellow 
four leagues farther northward ; who had anfwercd him with the 
fame ftory, and ftili had his face turned towards the fouth.” 

Fifty years ago, no man in Turkey would liave dared to hold this 
language ; but every day’s experience evinces that the light of rcafon 
fpreads its rays fall through the world— even through Turkey ; and 
furnUhes a well founded hope, that in another half century every 
monfcilh impoftor (I mean real impoftors), whether they be Maho- 
medan monks, or Chriftian monks, will be chafed from focicty, and 
forced to apply to honeft means for fubliftence. 
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JOURNEY TO INDIA, &c. 


LETTER XLIII. 


After pafling through an immenfe tra6l of country, 
diftinguifhed by nothing that could ferve even as a circumRance 
to mark and remember our daily journeys, but which I obfei-ved 
to grow manifeftly worle, both in foil and climate, as we proceeded 
Southward, we came in fight of the famous city of Bagdad, on 
the feventh day from that on which wc left Mofol, and on the 
eighteenth from that of my departure from Aleppo ; in which 
eighteen days we had rode fourteen hundred miles, partly through 
a route which no European, I have reafon to believe, ever took 
before. 

On entering the city, I defired my guide to conduct me to the 
houfe of a Merchant, to whom I had got letters of credit and intro- 
duftion. He took me accordingly through the windings of feveral 
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ftrects, aii^ at laft flopped at the door of an Armenian Merchant, or 
Coja^ where he made me alight, and come in. I was received with 
great poiitenefs ; and, on producing my letter, found that he was 
not the perfon to whom it was direfled : I accordingly made a 
fuitable apology, and was for retiring to find the houfe of the 
“proper 'perfon, for which purpofe the Armenian offered me a 
lervant, when, to my great aftonifhment, my Tartar interfered ; 
laid that it was to this Merchant he brought all his goods, and 
that I muft remain where I was ; at the fame time ordering the 
Armenian, in a peremptory tone, to take charge of me, and ufe 
me well. It was in vain that the Armenian endeavoured to ex- 

f 

^aln to him the nature of the bufinels, and that I infilled I muft 
go to the other Merchant— Has«an was peremptory, and de- 
clared that I ftiould not. It was fo extremely outri and ridicu- 
lous, that I could not be angry ; and the good Armenian uniting 
his voice with tliat of the Tartar, and entreating me to favour 
him with my company, I acquiefeed, and indeed remained in his 
houfe all the time I was at Bagdad. This was proof pofitive, if 
any caher than I already had was wanting, that he coufidered me 
merely as a pwee of merdhandife, which he was bound (according 
to the language of Merchants) to deliver in good order and con- 
dition. . • - 

I had undertaken, before leaving Alepj», to give the guide^ if 
he ailed confbmiahly to my wifhes, and behaved well, twenty 
pounds over and above the hundred provided by the agreement : I 

therefore 
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therefore feat for him, to fettle finally, and part. He had heard 
that I was a perfon different from what he had fiippofed me to be i 
hut it did not alter his condudl', as might be expedted, or make 
him fioop to crmging ; he ftill fpoke with the lame honeH, bold 
fiimiliarity j and when I gav« him the proraifed twenty pounds, 
he never hinted, cringed for, or even looked as if he expedled 
more : but when we came to part, the feelings he difclofcd, and 
thofe I myfelf felt, cwivinced me, that Man is not naturally that 
*brute which prejudice has made him ; and, when left to its own 
operations, the human heart would be uniformly kindly, afie£lioa- 
ate, and fympathetic : the poor, rough, unpolilbed Turk, betrayed 
the fti’ongcft marks, of fenfibility, md I myfelf once more felt the 
uneafinels of parting. 

I think this is &e proper place to give you my opinion of the 
Turks, while the rectdkdlion of honeft Hassan is freftj in my 
mmd ; and I cannot do it better than by quoting the words of an 
excellent French Writer — - 

“ The Turks (fays M. du Loi») arc naturally a good people, 
whidi is not to be aferibed to the climate ; for the Greeks born 
** in the fiinae climate ^ve very different difpofitions, and retain 
“ only the bad qualities of their anceftors, viz. roguery, treapherjf, 
** and vanity. , The Turks, on the contrary, priding thdmfelves 
“ on their integrity and jmodofty, arc difiinguifhed in general by 
“ fjq open, ii»genuous fimplicity of manners; courtiers only ex* 

“■ cepted, 
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'** cepted, who, in Turkey, as eve^ry where elfe, are the flavcs of 
* ambition and avarice.’* 

The name of Bagdad has been Co renowned in Eaftern ftory, 
and is the fcenc of fbmany of thofe bewitching tales which we 
find tranflated, or pretended to be tranflated, from the Arabic and 
Perfian, that I felt great pleafiire in feeing it, and conceived my- 
felftobe at the very fountain-head of marvellous adventure and 
romance. Fraught with this idea, I was impatient to go forth 
into the town; and notwithflanding the weather was beyond con- 
ception hot, I paraded a number of. ftreets : but never did I, in 
the courfe of nay life, fee a place fo caJculated to bcly the opinion 
one would form of it from foe Eafoem talcs. It appeared to me 
to be among the mofl difiigre^ble cities m the world, and has no 
one circumftsnce ths^ I could diicover to recoinmend it : the heat 
is fo great, that in the Summer-time the inhamtants are forced to 
keep their markets in the night, and to lie all night in the open 
air on the terraces of their houfos. 

The Armenian with whom I refided, did every thing in his. 
power to render the pl^e agreeable to me ; and I fhail always re- 
tain a lively fenfe of his goofoiefs and hofpimlity i he was not only 
generous and polite, but well informed, and pieafingin ccaiycrfa- 
tion. I took occafion to expreis to him the difoppi^intment I felt 
at folding Bagdad fo very different from what I expe^ed,; and 
told him foat I had, when a youfo, learned to think highly of ^ 
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or rather romantically, from reading Eafterii tales. This led to a 
convcrlation on the Arabian Nights Entertainments, a copy of 
which he had in the Arabic, and produced it : he then flicwcd 
me, with great triumph, a French tranilation of them, printed at 
Paris, which he had read, and declared that the tranilation was 
nothing at all in comparifon with the original. I believe he was 
well qualified to judge, for be was a perfedt matter of the French 
language. 

We talked of the Eattern talc of the Gl^ Man, who, in a re- 
verie, increales his ftock till he gets lo rich as, in ithagination, to 
marry the Cadi’s daughter. Sic. &c. smd in kic^ng his wife, kicks 
all his glattes about, and Heftroys the whole of his vifidnary for- 
tune. I praifed the humour of it much — " Birf* j^d he, ** there is 
nothing in it that may not be ei^nenced frequently in , adlual life : 
thole waking dreams are the uluad conc(^tants of opium : a man 
who has accuttomed hirafclf to the pernicious pradlice of dating 
opium, is conttantly fubjedl to them. I have, in the courfe of my 
time, found a thoufand of thofe dreamers holding forth in the ple- 
nitude of imaginary power. I have lecn a common portdr become 
Cadi, and order the baftinado. I have leen a wretched tailor railed 
by the elledb of opium to the office of Aga of the Janiflaries, dc- 
pofing the Sultan, and ordering the bow-ftring to all about him* 
i have fern lome mdulging in the blandilhments of love with Prin^ 
ccifesy and Others wallowing in the wealth of Gc^onda, But the 
mott extraordinaiy vifionaiy ofthis kind I ever met with, was one 

who 
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himlelf tranHatcd l» Pafadife, to Mahomet, 

'iiiid fitting by the fide of that pn^hct, arghiiig Avith iwnB in de- 
fence of the ufe of w^ine and opmoi: ,htt n»ft tttgM 

iiftened in fitence to the fiippofddairgaments of his adverfety, an- 
fwered them, rcph<^ ri^oined, ihd bit* "growing 

fttkftangry, he^^^tt tibat he ivas as a good a .|^fhc* as him, did 
hot caW h' fi| Fts* filt^ and cailedhiih fool and ^dfe-^ophet. A 
Turk who was prefijnt, in the fulncfs of his zeal, laid a flick verv 
* hea^ly acrofe his ihouMers, tmd put kn eiid to tite ^fifion : and nc- 
' Ver did 1 ^ee a wretch fo abjedt, ib forlorn, " or fb mherabir delpond- 
”ing j . he put his forcherid to the jgrouOd, which he' wet with his 
'"‘tears, drying, Mercy, Mahoni«^ !'j^ mercy, 

Alla !--< 4ior tooM he ifind reikf(iialhSs tiferum of opium) till he got 
■ a frefh fiipply c^it ih hh mouth,- wh^fbda gavd him a temporary 
'"‘■re^tcfrbm:die,horlr6r8bfhk''itdl^l&^^ - ’■ 

Unquefhohably,' Bagdad Vas icKicfe a great cky^ of floufUhing 
commettc ; the Sultan AMtrstJtTH the Fourth, when he iruidc 
himfelf mafter of put the richcfl Merch^ts Ictt^ there to 
death ; and it has ‘eker fince gradfi^ declined.: About two days 
joofricy. from it, lie the ruins of the <»k* fem^^r^tyiefSabylon. 

> ' , i' i - 

' I Was much difpofed to go to fec it; and them* dr^ down the 
Euphrates to BafTora: but niiy Armenian ^ift was 

nothing in It to redonc^nfe a perfim half q £ 

that magnificcMt dty, which was fixty kales in 
which was encompafied with walls elghty«&Wm' 

and 
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and three hundred and fifty in height,, nothing was to be fcen but 
the bare foundations of fome great edifices. The Tower of Belus, 
and the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, lie. with the reft . in undiftin- 
guiftied ruin. The greateft curiofities, then, were, in the firft 
place, the ruins of a building faid to be the famed Tower of Babel, 
which appeared to have been half a league in Qpmpafsj and the re- 
mains of a vaft bridge over the Euphrates, where it is half a league 
broad. 

I was not more anxious to arrive at the city of Bagdad than I 
was to leave it ; and having written letters, and put them in a way 
ofbeiirg forwarded to Europe, I took leave of my friendly hol^i- 
table Armenian, and, with a thoufand acknowledgments for his 
kindneft, let out on horleback to a place on the Tigris, where I 
embarked in a boat, in order to proceed to Ballbra. This Jriver, 
known fince the firft records of human exiftence by Geographers, 
is remarkable for its rapidity, whence, Pliny lays, it has the 
name of Tigris, (in the Median language, a dart) ; and for its 
extraordinary courle, which is in many places under ground, rifes 
in Armenia, links into the earth near mount Taurus, and runs 
vmder a mountain — then riling at the other fide, follows its courfe 
through the lake Thefpites — again finks frequently under ground, 
and continues hid at one time for a fpace of twenty-:fivc miles ; 
where, once more emerging, it glides along with a ver)' rapid 
ftream, meets the Euphrates at a place called Korna, palTcs tlirough 
Bairora, and falls into the Perfian Gulph. 

B 


As 



( 10 ) 

^ A« the t) 0 it in which 1 took my fafl&gc hict so convenience for 
•Chiding thK violence of the fon^ exp^ ^ ftwning, I fojffered 
wttr^aely From the heat. Therivfer was grand; but the 
banks, and contigtions cJoantry, coiitained niolhmg to attra<5t no- 
tice—- no objedl to divetfify the dreaty, ddferted alpedl of the fcene 
-T-nodang to AdhMi; rbcstft for fefle^bn, or give birth io a new 
idea. . I do nH rctutitlbef to harve ever paffed through fuch a vaft 
extent of country, fo uniformly dull and uninterefting. The only 
Ihii^Itl&cC 'forved 'toke^the mind alive, was the apprehenhon of 
rddbors*' who, in great Immbers, hover over this river, and plun- 
der paflfengere. We had taken tare, on leaving Bag<hid, to be 
airell proxQded with fire-arms ; aadthey did us yccMnen's forvicc*-* 
for we were frequently attacked by mfebeare with* view to plun- 
der, but found that^ihot or two di^>erfed' and- font them off in 
confoematioa. One h^ht, however^ in pttffing a creek, , we per- 
ceived foveral boats iflSiing from it, in groat ordter, and in a man- 
ner that evinced method and preiawlkatiop'; We fifontly prepared 
for their receptkm, and were o^pletely neady to meet them 
warmly, while they thought us quite unprepared; and uncon- 
Icfous of their approach : they firft endeavoured to board us by 
lurprife : wilhing rather to frighten than to kill them* we began 
by firing over their heads ; on which they fet up- the moft- horrible 
ihouts, and ndhed on with a tumultuous rapidity, making the 
mofr terrible noifo, in order to intimidate us; they were by tlu* 
time quite near us ; Wc therefore took aim at themi and let fly, 

and 
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and immediately perceived them in gfeat confufion, feme of the 
l^ts lofing their helm, and i^Uing with the ftream on the others: 
at laft we law them Iheer off, and they gave us no farther trouble. 


LETTER XLIV. 


After eight or ten as dii&greeable days as I remember 
to have fpent in my life, weakened with incelEmt wat^chiiig, 
haralfed with bodily fatigue, and melted with the excoffive h^t 
of the lun, I arrived at the city of Ballbra, where I ws^ receited 
with the utmoff holpitality by Mr. La touche, the Ccwsnpany’a 
Relident from Bombay, who did every thing polUble ^ my 
accommodation, and procured me every inftrudion refpefUng, ray 
further progrels. 

This city, as well as Bagdad, is famous in marvellous ftory. 
The country about it is confidered by the natives as the beft Ipot 
in Alia, though the burning winds aiumy and frequently deftroy 
travellers, overwhelming them with mountains of hot fend, 
driven, like waves of the lea, before tlic tempeft out of the 
neighbpuripg defrrts. It canies on a great trade, and is inhabited 
by vaff numbers of Chriftians and jev^s. The Englilli and 
Dutch have fafbries here, as well for the purpofe of commerce, 

B 2 as 
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a5 the' tranfit of difjjatches, by "way of Damafcus and Aleppo, 
to Europe. The richell nietchartal^ of India and Europe are 
brought here in caravans; and its opulence is greatly increafed 
by the caravans of Pilgrims, who pafs through it on their way to 
Mecca, and pay great duties, bartering for many rich commodities. 
The horfes of tliis place are celebrated for their fuperior excel- 
lence : it is laid that they will run thirty hours without meat or 
drink ; -I doubt the fa^t, and fltould be lorry to fee fo inhuman an 
eacperknent tried. 

One comfortable circumftance attending BalTora is, that at 
adght the llreets may be walked with perfeft fafety at all hours. 
It is fubjeft to an Arab Prince, who is tributary to the Turk, 
And whofe i-evenue is very great, as well from the above-men- 
^ned caules, as becaule he gives full liberty t© all Nations to 
come ahd tfade to his capita). 

From Bafibra I took my paiTage in a date-boat gtiing to 
Mulkat, expelling to get from thence a Ipeedy paflage to Bombay ; 
but theboaet Iprung a leak at lea, and we were obliged to run into 
Bulheer, where I was very hofpitably received and entertained by 
Mr. Galley, the Company’s RefidenU 

There really leemed to be an unufua! fatality attending me 
'tihvtn^out the whole of my journey. You will recoHeft, in the 
firll: inftance, I was prevented, by the war with France, from going 
by the direfl route which 1 Ihould otherwile have taken, and 
eb&gcd to pa£i through the Low Countries and GermanywWln the 

next 



( 13 ) 


next place, at Venice 1 was di&ppointed in obtaining a paflage to 
Latachaca; and, immediately on the heels of that, loft my fervant 
at Triefte, by fending him for letters to Venice — Afterwards, 
when I had gone to Alexandria with expedlation of travelling 
through Egypt, and viewing that interefting part of the world, I 
found myfelf prevented by the unhappy circumftances of the 
country- “the plague raging in Alexandria, and all the roads 
being blocked up by an incurfion of the Arabs. Thus mortified 
and difiippointed, I turned about, in order to make my w'ay in 
another direftion ; and arriving at Cyprus, found, to my infinite 
lurprife and regret, that an epidemic difeafe, little fihort of the 
plague, prevailed there, and fwept off the inliabitants in great 
numbers : when, after furmounting all thole obftacles, I arrived at 
Aleppo, the firft information I got was, that the caravan was 
gone, and that it would be a long time before another would be 
ready ; and my departure from Aleppo was attended with circum- 
ftanccs no lefs inaufpicious than my entrance — At Moful I 'expe- 
rienced another dilappointment^ by the river’s being dried up, 
and rendei-ed imprafticable by boats — My paflage from Baflbra to 
Mulkat was impeded by the veflel fpringing a leak — And now, 
when at laft I hoped to get from Bulheer to Bombay, I was^ 
flopped by the intelligence that the Gulph was blocked up by 
French privateers, infomuch as no veflel could hope to efcape. I 
was therefore obliged to remain at Bulheer, till a Company’s 
frigate, commanded by Captain Hardy, and foon expcfled, 

Ihould 
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(hould afford n(W ppportmyty of proceeding to Bombay. Time, 
However, brought tfiat period gbout;^ and I took my paflage, and 
arrived at Bonnbay, where J Ibdn after embarked on board a 
Poituguefe vefTel, being the only conveyance that offered for me 
to proceed to |l^ras : fhe was fitft bound to Goa, and we ar- 
rived fafely at that ifland, where I was received with great polite- 
neft, and treated with the moft friendly attention, by Mr. 
HsNsnA^* the EnglUh Reffdent 

Goa beitmgs to the Portugucfis ; the Viceroy of that Nation lives 
there in great pomp. It was mice the fcene of the moft abominable 
cruelties, exerctfed by that ih^itious people on 'the natives, under 
pretoided zeal*i^ Chriftianity—- 1 had read the Abbe Raynal’s 
glowing defcriptioft of it j and as I trod the ground, my frame 
trembled at ftie thcm^ts a£ the maffacr^ perpetrated ftiere. 

I wa«iii]|«|t;i^t tO'gct from Gc«l, and yet I kxdced forward to my 
departure wtilt a feoret uneaffu«ft« ffaf which I was entirely unable 
to account-— I wilhed to proceed, and yet ^me iecret ibreboding 
whifpered to my heart that I was on the verge of calamity : fir 
powerftd was it,.{mdio obftinate, that 1 could neither Teafiia away 
its admonitions, nor reftft its impreftions ; and fomething inceftantly 
^told me, in as plain language as if a human being ipoke, that I 
ftipuld fufter a dreadful misfortune. As I had all my Hfe been an 
enemy , to iuperftirion,. 1 felt my fpirit in^ted, and my uuderftand- 
ing degraded, by the involuntary, vi&ory whaftx 1 allowed .to thk 
impreftionr— 1 .cc«ift}atwl ft with.reafiav with ridicule, wkh felf* 

contempt 



( ) 


contempt — all in vain : in fpite of me, I became the very flavc of 
gloomy prefentiment ; and in order to get the liaccedaneous aid of 
a friend’s reafon, as well as to be prepared, I communidated the 
ftate of my feelings to Mr. Hei^shaw. In vain he endeavoured 
to cheer me : all he could do was to give me his couniel ; in conle- 
quence of whicli I afhially fettled all my affairs up to that day, 
made my will, left it with Mr. Henshaw, and, full of dreadful 
forebodings oflliipwrcck, went on board a Portuguefe Ihow bound 
to Madras. 

It was now the eighteenth day of May when wc &iled from 
Goa. The hemifphere had been fur feme days overcaft wi^ clouds : 
I'ome light Ihowcrs of rain had fallen ; and you may conclude that 
it did not tend to raife my fpirits, or free me frorti my oixunous ap- 
preheuftons, to hear that thofe circumftances indicatedi^ apfMroach- 
iiig gale of wind. I obfcn^edj aaaDreover, that the veflfel was much 
too deep in the water, being greatly overloaded—- thait Ihe was in 
many rei^eds defedlivc, and, as the leamen fiiy, ill-found, and in 
fhort very unfit to encounter a gale of wind of any. violence. I 
feomed, boWever, to pcld to thofe united impreffions, and deter- 
mined to procfecd. ... 

On the nineteenth, the fky wasobfeured by.tmmehfc fleeces of 
clouds, fopcharged withinflamroablc m^tec and in the evening, the 
.rain fell in torrents,. the firmament darkened apace^ fuddbh night 
came on, and the horrdrs.of ecoxeme darkneS wexe, rendered ftill 
more horrible by tlie peals of thunder which rent the air, arid the 

frequent 
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frequent flafhes of lightniiig, which fcrved only to fliew us the hor- 
ror of our lituation, and leave us in increafed darknefs : mean-time 
the wihd became more violent, blowing oh the Ihore ; and a heavy 
fca, raifed by its foi'ce, united with it to make our ftate more for- 
midable- 

By day -light on the morning of the twentieth, die gale had iii- 
creafed to a furious tempeft ; and the fea, keeping pace with it, 
ran mountain-high ; and as it kept invariably to the lame point, the 
Captain and Officers became ferioufly alarmed, and almoft per- 
fuaded that the South-weft Monfoon had fet in, which, if it were 
lb, would render it abfolutely impoftible for us to weathci- the coaft. 
All that day, however, we kept as clofc as the violence of the 
weather would allow us to the wind ; but the lea canted her head 
lb to lecwai^ that Ihc made more lee than head-way ; and the 
rigging was fo ftrained with the work, that we had little hope of 
keeping off the Ihore, unlefs the wind changed, of which there was 
not now. the fmaileft probability. During the night there was no 
iiitermillion of the fnow ; many of the lails flfcw into ribbons ; Ibme 
of the rigging was carried away ; and fuch exertions were made, 
that, before morning, every ftick that could poffibly be ftruck was 
down upon the deck. 

About feven o’clock on the morning of the twenty-firft, I was 
alarmed by an unuftial noilc upon the deck, and, running up, per- 
ceived that every remaining fail in the veffcl, the fore-laii alone ex-- 
cepted, was totally carried away. The light was horrible; and 

the 
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the jvhole veiTel prefiaited a as drcadftd lo the feelings as 

moi^yUig to,h»n^s^, , f’ew hadjwi^ced, iMJ only all tte 
helpfel&cfeof dis%<» frwktof mfe- 

nity, Inoocflfce^fesa^^t^^r^^^ 

ing his hair in handftds frwn his hea<i--4ierc* fi«nc ol ^tnew 
>ycre cail upon their knees* their hand% and jrajring, 

with aU thc.cxtraTagance, m their Aces— -there, 


4}thers were fleggMlg tib<?ir «*»«« m tfec« mjgw* camng upon 

them to allay the ftotm. 0»« of our pai^ngei^ w|30 ^ Parfer 
of an Englife JEash-fadiainat* W ^ of a c^i»t^ of rxan, 

a^, with an air of diferaaion and deep d<^ j|g|Rm^ his 
way ahotit in. hia flyt, I perpeiy^ta tp te on 

the point p£:;^h?g *t ^'^^hhsrs* to .the few undif- 

may«d,pc^!;i^ 

it; would,, a»i^ the mu»3, 1 

with inuch difficulty '-r 

. Hayfeg? accoeai^W thbpoiat, I a^diM m^tp AiA Cap- 
tain ^4 tohrtitg.' .fatsn bad: (if po^fe)A,ha i^- 

ie$i^ ^,p> Bfeide what he owed J* his com- 

j 9 auv^»jt|Jiidi to his dignity as a man,: I eadaorted Am t|o encou- 
rage the APta^ by his example ; and flmi« to n|ife % 

^yAg Ad n^^^ai^^^^nae 1^' spa^-^'mea^^A. 

>“ . .'e , 

; „ Wh|B.t was tbps emplcgneA we iW|^a fca on the Itarboard 

>fid(^ ?tyhi fh I realljj thou^t wou^ , lent us down, i nc vcl- 
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iel to fiuk betacath its ‘weight, fhivered, and remained 

ittOtionlef8-^*it was a motnent of critical fuipenie; fancy made 
me think 1 felt her 'gradually defcending--**! gave myfelf up as 
gone, and fummoucd all my fortitude to bear approaching death 
with becoming manhood. 

Juft at this crifis, the water, which ruflied with incredible 
4brce throuj^ all ports of the veflel, brought out floating, and 
'nearly fliflocated, another Englifh paflenger, who was endea- 
vouring to take a little repofe in a fmall cabin boarded off from the 
deck i . he was a very flout young man, and full of true Ipirit. 
Finding that the vcflKl was not, as I had thought, going imme- 
diately down, he joined me in exhorting the Captain to his duty ; 
we perfuaded him to throw the guns overboard, as well as a 
number of trunks and packages with which the veflcl was much 
encumbered ; and, with feme little exertion, we got the pumps 
fet agoing. ' 

Here I will flop, knowing the warm fcn'fibUity of roy FAedje- 
• azex^s mind ; and, convinced that his fympathetic heart will go 
hand-in-hand with his Father's fUflerings, I will iret cverthdige 
>it with grief by an immediate continuation" of flie buflnefi, but 
it to atfother Letter. 


LfTTEli 
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L E T T E R XtV. 


The name of the Englilfh paffcnger, whom I mentioned, 
to you in my laft Letter as affifting me in getting the Ca{>tam and 
Mariners to do their duty, was Haljl. He was a young plan of* 
a moft amiable dijl^fition, and widi ^ it i^pnedled all that, manly 
fpirit that gives prejf^nce of mind in 05dgence^,of danger. He and 
I having, with great .difficulty, got feme hands tO Rick to the 
pumps. Rood at the wheel, at onco to alTiR the men, and prevent 
them from quitting it ; and, although hopclefs, dot^atnhtcd that 
no cfioit practicable on our parts iho^d be wanting 
tion of the veftcl. The water, fexwpver, gained upon the pumps, 
notwithftant^g every effort! arid it evidently appeared that 've 
could not keep her lo^ above water. ; 

At ten o’clock the wind feemed to increaR, .and amounted to 


a downright hurricane : the fley was 6 t^tirel^ dj^red with 
black clouds^ and the rain fell fb thick, that pbjeCls wpre not dif- 
cernibie fr^ the wheel to the flilp’s hpad. Soon the pumps were 
choak<^ could np longer be worked : then < 41 may feized on 
all-— nothmg hut 'unuttemWe ^^air, fijciit an^iffi, ^^d horror, 
^rougjht up. to frenzy, wW to be feen; hot a Ongle foul was ca- 

C 2 paWe 



( * ) 

pablc of an! effl^ to be ufeful — all feemod flrtore dcflrcjos to exthi- 
guifh their calamities by embracing death, than willing, by a 
paiiaful exertion, to a^nul It. 

At about eleven o’clock we could plainly diftinguilh a dread- 
ful roaring nolle, refcnabUag that ‘ of Wavds Tolling againft rocks ; 
bdit the darknefs of the day, and the accam|>lmying intus, pre- 
vented us ftoto feeing arty diftancei and if they were rocks, wc 
toighs he kl^ally dafhed to pi^es on thetli before' we could per- 
ceive them. At twelve o^clock, howeVer, the weather cleared 
xip a little, and botfr the' wind and the lea leemed to have abated : 
the veiy expanlion of the pfolpedl round the Ihip was exhilerating ; 
and as the weather grew better, and the.fca lefe furious, the fenfes 



^ r 

'tlW weadier'epni^uing to cleanup, VrCin fome time dilcovcred 
breakers ^ large rocks- witboitt ^ 'of os i that It appeared 
we xnaft l»ve palTed quite dole to them, ihnd were now fairly 
hemmed In between them and the land.! ' 

In tins very dilacatjunfbre, the Captain, entirdy contraiy to my 
opittidit, adopted the dangerous relbiutioh of lettir^ go im anchor,, 
to bring her up with her head' to the lea ; But, though no ‘ fea- 
man, toy cototooct iSadc tbiitne that Ibe could neVer ride it out, 
but muft dBre^y go down. The event o«3arfy'*|'*^®^‘^' judg- 
ment i for hie lari foartefy iMbemat aiicbbf before an eifonnous foa 
rolling over her, overwbehned' and foled’her with Wkter, aOd 

i 


every 
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ffvetf ^me mladasd coaduded flir certainly fiak£Bg--«0n. 
the iaaftant, * l-a&ar, with a prcfcncc of jofind wor% an old 
Ea^i&. <aanaer,v aook aa axe, mi hnwatdt the cable. 

Oa fi»£n^he^elf ihe vdSel again floated^ and made an 

e^hrt to right iber£blf ; but. ^be was almo^ completelj water- 
logged^ andhodM to lashoafd ib muchdiat the gunnel lay ussdei^ 
water. We4heiL endeavwiml to !l^r as hdb as we could for the 


landt ^^(diich we icoewr could not be at any great diilance, diough 
we were unable to dilcpver it thrcMightheliazy weather ; the fine* 
&il was loo&ned; % great e^its in rolling, && righted a little, 
her gunnei was got above water, ahd we jbtdded a# wdl as we 
could before the wind, whi(^ ^1 blew h^oa ihote; and at 
abotrt tM'o o^lcxh tllK4aQda|)|$<^a2|ed,i^ i^&mce m head. 

The love of Sife countervaili all other coohdeianona in the 
ndnd «f Man. The uncettditty we...i^ under with to the 
fhore before us» which we i to belieye was jttit of 

Hvnait dbjtdtdcai^^ where we jStould meet with the tnooft 

ri^roas treatn^ent, if not death^ was forgoheaa in the 

^ andwe ^dded towards the fhore in 
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.aot^ ibog'r.^^treincndmis 
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veyed the men who ftood at the wheel forward, and fwept them 
overboard. I was ftanding, at the time, near the wheel, and for- 
tunately had hold of the taffarel, which enabled me to refift in part 
the weight of the wave. I was, however, fwept off my feet, and 
dafhed againfl; the main-maft. . The jerk from the taffarel, which 
I held very tenacioufly, feemed as if it would have diflocated my 
arms : however, it broke the impetus of my motion, and in all 
probability faved me from being dafhed to pieces againft the 
maff. 

I floundered about in the water at the foot of the maff, till at 
length 1 got on my feet, arid feized a rope, which I held in a ftate 
of great embarraffment, dubious what I fhould do to extricate my- 
felf: At this inftant I perceived that Mr. Hall had got upon the 
capflern, and was waving his hand to me. to follow his example : 
this I wilhed to do, though it was an enterprife of fome rifle and 
difficulty ; for, if . I loff the hold I had, a Angle motion of the vef- 
lel, or a full wave, would certainly carry me oyerboard. I made 
a bold puih, however, and fortunately accomplifhed it. Having 
attained this ftation, I could the better furvey the wreck, and few 
that the water was nearly breaft-hlgh on the quarter-deck, (for the 
veflcl was deep-waifted) ; and I perceived thp unfortunate Englifh 
Puller flanding where the water was moll lhallow, as if watching 
with patient expeflation its riling,^ and awaiting death : 1 called to 
him to come to us, but he Ihookhis head in ideip^, arid fald, in a 
lamentable tone, “ It is all over with us ! God have mercy upon 

us!” 



( 23 ) 


us !” — then ieate4 himfelf with feemiug compofure on a cha^r which 
happened to be rolling alx)ut in the wreck of the deck, and in a few 
minutes afterwards was walhed into the lea along with it, where 
he was Ipeedily releafed from a ftatc ten thouland times worle than 
death. 

During this univerfal wreck of things, the horror I was in could 
not prevent me from obferving a very curious circumftance, which 
at any other time would have excited laughter, though now it pro- 
duced no other emotion than furprife — We happened to be in 
part laden with mangoes, of wliich the iiland of Goa is known to 
produce the fineft in the world ; Ibme of them lay in balkcts on 
the poop : a little black boy, in the moment of greateft danger, had 
got feared by them, devouring them voracioufly, and crying all the 
time moft bitterly at the horrors of his fituation ! 

The , veffel now got completely water-logged ; and Mr. 
Hall and I were employed in forming conjedural calculations 
how many minutes flie could keep above water, and conlbUng one 
another on the unfortunate circumftances under which we met— 
lamenting that fate had thus brougitt us acquainted only to make 
us witnclTes of each other’s milcry, and then to fee one anotlicr no 
more. 

As the larboard fide of the veffel was gradually going down, 
the deck, and of courfe the capftern, became too nearly perpendicu- 
lar for us to continue on it : we therefore forefiiw the ueceflity ctf 
quitting it, and got upon the ftarboard fide, bolding feft by the gun- 
nel. 
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ticl, mi altowing our bodies and lege to yield to Ac fea as it broke 
over us. Thus we continued for feme time : at length Ac feverity 
of the labour fo entirely exhaufted our ftrengA and ^irits, that our 
heft hope focmed to a Ipeedy conclufton to our pamfiil deaA ; and 
we began to have fcrious intentions of letting go our hold, and yield- 
ing ourfelves up at once to the fury of Ae waves. 

The wflel, which all this time drifted wiA the fea and wind, 
gradually approximated Ae Aore, and at length ftruck the ground, 
which for an inftant revived our alrnr^d departed hopes ; but w'e 
fooR found that it did not in the fmalleft degree better our fitua- 
tion— Again I began to yield to utter defpair — again I thought of 
jetting go my hold, and finkmg at once ; It is impoftiblc, thought I, 
ever to efeape — why, then, prcdong, for a few minutes, a painful 
cxiftencc Aat muft at laft be given up ? Yet, yet, the all-fubduing 
love of life foggefted, that many things apparently in^flible had 
come to psfe ; and I faid to myfelf, If life is to be loft, why not 
lofe it in a glorious ftruggle ? Should I forvive it by accident, life 
will be rendered doubly Iwect to me, and I ftill more worthy of 
' ft'by perfevering fortitude. 

While 1 was employed in this train of reftedion, I perceived 
feme of Ae people collc6ting together, talking, and holding a 
confultation — It immediately occurred to me, Aat Aey were de- 
vifing feme plan for efeapiog from Ae wreck, and getting on 
Aore : and, fo naArat is it for Man to cling to his feUow^ereature 
for fnppoft in diAcnlt or dangerous exigences, I propofed to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hall to join them, and take a fliare in the execution of 
the plan— obferving to him at the liune time, that I was deter- 
mined at all events to quit the veiTel, axid trull: to the protection 
and guidance of a Ihperintcnding Providence for the reft. 


LETTER XLVL 


As prodigality of life is, in Ibme cales, the excels of 
virtue and courage — lb there are others in which it is vice, mean- 
nefi and cowardice. True courage is, according to the circum- 
ftances under which it is to operate, as rigidly tenacious and vigi- 
lant of life in one cafe, as it is indifferent and regardlefs in ano- 
ther ; and I think it is a very ftrange contradiction in the human 
heart (although it often happens), that a man who has the moll 
, unbounded courage, in feeking death even in the cannon’s mouth, 
lhall yet want the neceflary relblution to make exertions to lave his 
life in cafes of ordinary danger. The unfortunate Englilh Purfer 
could not coUeCl courage lufficient to make an effort to fave him- 
felf; and yet I think it probable that he would have faced a bat- 
tery of artillery, or expofed himfelf to a piftpl-lhot, if occalion 
required, as loon as any other nran. Thus it appears at firll view : 
but may not this fceming incongruity be explained by laying, that 

,D perlbnal 



jrtjrfehSl cbbfagfe arid fbrtitiide are diifijreiit ^riSliUdfe (tf" ttfe ihtfid riftd 
Body, arid depend upoh tKb feieitirc of entirely difeiretit 

Be 2iat as ii rttay; f argiicd tvitfi myfBfj ifi tile hd%llt df ttSy 
calamitous fituatidri; ujpbH the of foirtfttidd ah.d tfejtflSi'ott, 

courage and cowardice ; and, notwithftanding the ferious aipedl of 
affairs, found myfelfliftening to the fuggeftions of pride: What a 
paltry thing to yield, while ftrength is left to ftfugglc ! Vanity her- 
felf had her hint j and whilpcrcd, “ Should I elcape by an effort of my 
own, what a glorious theme of exultation !” There were, I confefs, 
tranfitory images in my mind, which, co-operating with the natural 
attachment to felf-prefervatiDn, made me perfeverc, and refolve to 
do foj while onc^^ige df hope was left for the mind to dwell on. 

Obferving, as I told you before, the people confolting toge- 
ther, arid refolving to join theinfli i made an effort to get to the 
lee Ihrouds, where th^ were ftanding, or rather clinging ; but 
before I could accorrtplifh it, I loft my hold, foil down the hatch- 
way (the gratings having been carried away with the Ibhg-boat), 
and was for fbme minutes entangled there amongft a heap of 
packages, which the violent fludhiations of the water had colledtdd 
on the lee fide. As the veffel moved with the lea, and the water 
flowed in, the packages and I were rolled together— ibmetimes 
one, fometimes another, uppermoft ; lb that 1 bcgaii to be appre- 
henfive I ftiould not be able to extricate myfelf : by the mereft 
accident, however, I gralped Ibmetliing that lay in my way, 
inade a vigorous Ipring, and gained the lee Ihrouds. Mr. Hall, 

who, 
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who followed me, in iHzing l;he Ihrouds, came thump againft me 
with iuch violence that I could fcaroely retain my hold of the 
rigging. Compd^led the pprUous irtufttion m which 1 ftood, I 
called oqt to thim for Qon's fake to keep off, for that 1 was ren- 
dered quite breathlcfc and worn out ; he generoufly endeavoured 
to make way for me, and, in doing fo, unfortunately loft his 
hold, and wept down under the fliip’s fide. Never, never lhall 
I forget my fenfations at this melancholy incident — I would have 
given millions of worlds that I could have recalled the words which 
made him move ; my mind was wound up to the laft pitch of an- 
guifh ; I may truly lay, that this was the moft bitter of all the 
bitter moments of my life, compared with which the other cir- 
cumftances of the fliipwreijk feemed leflened — for I had infenfibly 
acquired an unufual eftcem and warm attachment for him, and, 
was doubtful whether, after being even the innocent occafion of his 
falling,'^! ought to take further pains to preleiwc my own life. All 
thofe fenfations were paffing with the rapidity of lightning through 
my thoughts, when, as much to my aftonifhment as to my joy, I 
law him borne by a returning wave, and thrown among the ver^y 
packages from w^hich I had but juft before, with fuch labour and 
difficulty, extricated myfelf — In the end he proved equally fortu- 
nate, but after a much longer and harder ftruggle, and after fuf- 
taining much more injur}'. 

I once more changed my ftation, and made my way to the 
poop, w'here I found myfelf j'ather more flieltered— I carncftly 

D 2 wifhed 
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ivilhed Mr. Hall to be with me, whatever might be my ultimate 
fate-~and beckoned to him to come to me ; but he only anfwered 
by fhaking his head, in a feeble, delponding manner — ftaring at the 
fame time wildly about him : even his Ipirit was fubdued ; and 
defpair, 1 perceived, had begun to take pofleflion of his mind. 

Being a little more at eafe in my new llation than I had been 
before, I had more time to deliberate, and more power to judge, 
I recollefted, that, according to the courle of time, the day was 
far gone, and the night quickly approaching : I reflefted, that for 
any enterprize whatlbever, day was much preferable to night ; 
and above all I conhdered, that the vcflcl could not hold lone to- 
gether — I therefore thought, that the beft mode I could adopt 
would be, to take to the water with the firft boyant thing I could 
«fee ; and, as the wind and water both leemed to run to the iliorc, 
■to take my chance in that way of reaching it. In purfuance of this 
refolution, 1' tore off my thirt, having before that thrown off the 
other parts of my drefs — .1 looked at my fleeve buttons, in which 
was fet the hair of my departed children — and, by an involuntary ad 
of the imagination, alked myfelf the queftion, “ Shall I be liappy 
enough to meet them where I am now about to go ?i— thall thofe 

dear laft remains, too, become a prey to the devouring deep ?’* 

In that inftant, realbn, fuipended by, the horrors of the feene, 
gave way to inftind ; and I rolled my fhirt up, and very carefully 
thruft it into a hole between decks, with the wild hopes that the 
■fleeve buttons might yet efcape untouched. Watching my oppor- 
tunity,^. 
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tunity, I faw a log of wood floating near the veflel, and, waving 
my hand to Mr. Hall as a lafl: adieu, jumped after it. Here, 
again, I was doomed to aggravated hardships— I had fcarcely 
touched the log when a great fea fiiatched it from my hold : ftill 
as it came near me, I grafped at it inefle^lually, till at laft it was 
completely carried away, but not before it had cut and battered 
and bruifed me in feveral places, and in a manner that at any 
other time I (hould have thought dreadful. 

Death teemed inevitable ; and all that occurred to me now to 
do, was to accelerate it, and get out of its pangs as fpeedily as 
poflible ; for, though I knew how to fwim, the tremendous furf 
rendered fwimming ufelefs, and all hope from it would have been 
ridiculous. I therefore began to fwallow as much water as pofli- 
ble ; yet, ftill rifmg by the boyant principle of the waves to the 
furface, my former thoughts began to recur ; and whether it was 
that, or natural inftinft, which ftirvived the tem^rary impreffions 
of defpair,. I know not-— but I endeavoured to fwim, which I had 
not done long, when I again difeovered the log of wood 1 liad loft 
floating near me, and with Ibme difficulty caught it : hardly had 
it been an iriftant in my hands, when, by the lame unlucky 
means, I loft it again. I had often heard it faid in Scotland, , 
that if a man will throw himfelf flat on his back in the water, 
lie quite ftraight and ftiff, and fuffer himfelf to fink till the 
water gets into his ears, he will continue to float fo for ever : this 
occurred to me now, and 1 determined to try the experiment ; 
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fo I threw myfelf on my back in the mantier I have defcribed, and 
left myfelf to the difpoM of Prcrvkiencc ; nor was I long till I 
found the truth of the faying-^-for I floated with hardly an effort, 
and began for the fiifi time to concei x fometliing like hopes of 
prelervation. 

After lying in this raa!n!ner,*oiMnmitted to the -diferetion of the 
tides, I foon faw the voffol — :faw that it was at a conliderable dif- 
tance behind me. LivcUeft hope began to play ribout my heart, 
and joy fluttered with a thoufand gay fancies in my mind : 1 be- 
gan to form the favourable conclufion, that the tide was carrying 
me rapidly to land from the veffcl, and that I Ihould foon once 
more touch ferra frma. 

This expecflation was a cordial that revived my exhaufted Ipi- 
rits : I took courage, and left rayfelf ftill to the fame all-dire£ling 
Power that had hitherto preforved me, fcarcely doubting that I 
ihould loon reaOh the land.' Nor was I miftaken ; for, in a Ihort time 
more, without effort or exertion, and without once turning from 
off my back, I found mylelf ftrike againft the flindy beach. Over- 
joyed, as you may well fuppofe, to thehigheft pitch of tranfport at 
my providential deliverance, I made a convulfive Ipring, and ran 
up a little diftance on the Ihore; hut was fb weak and worn 
down by fatigue, and fo unable to clear my ftomach of the lalt 
water with which it was loaded, that I foddenly grew deadly fick, 
and apprehended that I had only exchanged one death for another ; 
and in a minute or two fainted away. 


LETTER 



( SI ) 


LETTER XLVII. 


That adtoirable man, and fagacious penetrating philo- 
lopher, Dr. Franklin* has left us, among innumerable inftruc- 
tions for the cohdusSl of hnman life, and for remedving; many of 
the grievances of it, diredions for going a voyage at fea, and has 
particularly enforced the folly of quitting Ihips haftily, and yield- 
ing one’s felf up to defpair. I am convinced, that nine tenths of 
the people who perifli by foipwreck, perifo from the want 
prefence of mind-, and fufficient fortitude to bear them out. Tne ^ 
unhappy Purfor, who fat deliberately in a chair, and fuffered | 
hinifelf, without a Uruggle, to be carried overboard, is an in- | 
ftartcc in point. The feeble condud of the Captain and Crew is J 
another. Had he, inftead of tearing his hair, raving, and adling 
the part of a bedlamite, encouraged his men, and taken vigorous 
meaforcs in time ; and liad they, inflead of whimpering prayers 
on flieir knees, and whipping their images, made all clear, and 
prepared for the woffo ; in (hort, liad they, according to the mo- 
ral of the old fable, put tkeir Khouldcr to the wheel, inftead of 
calling on Hercules, it is not impolTible but the veflel might have 
been faved. 


As 
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As for my part, the joy of cfcaping immediate death made 
me blind to the other miferies of my fituation. Naked, moneylefs 
and friendlet^ upon an unknown, and probably inholpitable coaft, 
what rcalbnable caufe had I to rejoice ? Perhaps the revcrfe. But 
that ii^smains to be feen. 

How long I continued in the fwoon into which I had fallen, 
it is impollible for me to tell ; but, wj^en I recovered, I found my- 
felf furrounded by a guard of armed Ibldiers, fepoys, and pike- 
men, I knew them immediately to be the troops of Hyder Allt, 
and almoft ^ifhed rnyfelf back into the waves again. Looking 
round, I faw that the people and efFedls that had been laved from 
the wreck were coUefted all together along with me. 

^ In this Hate we remained till it was dark. A Lalcar ♦ belonging 
to the veflel, perceiving that my nakednefs gave me great concern, 
tore into two a piece of cloth which he had tied round his waift, 
and gave me one part of it, which afforded a Ihort apron. This 
limple a£t of a poor, uninformed Hack man, whom Chriftian cha- 
rity would call an idolater, methought had more of the true and 
cflcntial fpiritof charity in it, than half the oftentatious, parading 
newfpaper public charities of London — the Hough of purfe.-proud 
vanity, and unwieldy bloated wealth. all the adls of benefi- 
cence that I ever met with, it Hruck fle the moft forcibly : it had 
kiudne&, difintereffednefs and delicacy for its bahs ; and I have 

never 

* Natives of India, employed fometimes as failors, fometimes for inferior 
offices in the army, foch as pitching tents, drawing guns, &c. 
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never fmee thought of it without wifliing tliat I could meet the 
mail, to reward him for his beneficence with a fubfiftence for life. 
The lower order of people of a certain Country, I know, would 
think a man in fuch circumftances as I was then in, a fitter ob- 
jeft of plcafantry than pity. 

The vafi: quantity of fait water I had fwallowed, ftill made 
me deadly fick in the fiomach: however, after fomc time, I 
threw it up, and got great relief. I had hardly felt the comfort- 
able efiefts of this, before I was ordered to march : nine of us, all 
Lafears except myfelf, were conveyed to a village at a fe# miles 
diftance on the fea-fide, where we were for the night put into a 
I'quarc place, walled round, open to the inclemency of the weather 
above and below, and filled with large logs of wood ; it blew moft 
violently, and the rain fell in torrents — while not one finooth 
plank could be found on which to ftretch our fatigued and wafted 
bodies. Thus, naked, fick, exhaufted with fatigue and fafting, 
drenched with wet, and unable to lie down, our milery might be 
fuppofed to be incapable of increaft. But, alas ! where are the 
bounds which we cair fet to human woe ?— Thirft, that moft 
dreadful of pains, occafioned by the drenching with fait water, 
leized us : we begged, we entreated, we clamoured for water ; 
but the inhuman wretches, deaf to the groans and ftreeches of 
their fellow-creafurcs, (for fome grew delirious with the agony of 
thirft), refufedthem even the cheap and miferable indulgence 0£ 
a drop of water ! 

E Tho 
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TJTie influezice of the mind, upon the body has b^en much iiiliil- 
e(^,on.by pbilofcphers and phyficians, and 1 believe will be admit- 
ted by alf wife men. twas qayfelf, in this inftaiKC, a linking 
proof gfitt.for, thougli, I ha^ fvyaUctvved and thrown op fo much 
water, and though my thirft had exceeded any thing I had 
ever before feltr— yet., finding that water was not to be had or ex- 
pedled* I compofed tpy i?iji>d to do without it, diverted my tlioughts 
fropa, it by. the contemplation of -the many other evils w^hich belet 
TOC, atid paffed the night without that liorrible agony experienced 
by th? ^I^ers, 

, ^ Indeed, a night, of more exquifite horror cannot be imagined. 
The droughts- of bc.mg a prifoner to, Hyoe.r Alli, was, of itfelt, 
fufficient to render tqc completely unhappy ; but my, utter want of 
elotlies altnoft put me befide myfclf; and.h ing expofed to the 
t^en air> where 1 , was glad to-.fit clofe to the Lalcars tc) receive a 
little heatr from their bodies, and to hold open my. mouth in order 
to catch a drop of the defcending rain,, was a llate that might bo 
confidcred a$ the higheft refinement xipon mil'ery. 

About .Tout o’clock in. th^ mornmg,. a little cold rice was 
brought us to eat, and water was dug cut of a hole ndar the fpot 
for us ; but as all things in this life, are good or bad merely rela- 
tiyely, this wretched fare was . fome refrelhment to us. I was 
then removed to the mins of a toddy-hut,^- feparated from die 

red, 

* A fniall temporary liuf, where toddy (a liquor extrafted from the cocoa-nut 
tree) is fold. 
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red-, and a guard fet over me. Here I had full room for reflec- 
tion, and could “ meditate e’en to madncfs,” The whole of my 
fituation appeared before me with all its aggravating circumftauces 
of honor ; and to any one who confiders il, I believe it will ap- 
pear tltat it was hardly poffible to fill thfe bitter cup of calamitj^ 
fuller. Oh ! what were my thoughts! My family bereft of Irirtt 
on wbofe efforts they were in a great ttteafurc to depend for fup- 
port and protedlion — you, then A litde innocent cherub, appeared 
to my diftrafted imagination twining round your mother’s neck, 
and, in infant clamour, calling your father — while hej in a dread- 
fill captivity, compared with which even a crutl death were 
mercy, lay wafting, naked and forlorn, perifhing wirfi the in- 
clemency of the w'eather, wanting even food fit for his fopport, 
and expofed to the fcourge of every petty tyrant that barbarous 
power might employ to guard him ! — Such were my feflcftions: 
they were in reafon well founded ; for there was ho probability of 
my being ever releafed, as my captivity W'as unlikely to be known 
to my Country, or by my ftiend^. 

In this ftate I was, when, to my utter aftOnifhmeitt, and to 
my no lefs joy, the amiable comp^iioh of my IhipM'eOk, Mr. 
Hall, appealed before me. I foarcely ktieW how to' thiiik his ap- 
pearance reality, as I underftood that the Lafears theil' alOhg With' 
me' were all that ‘W'Cre faVed'ftom the Wreck'; and he was, at the 
time I parted frofh hirh, ifo ekhaUifled botli in body aiid mind, that 
1 thought he would be the bft who fcotilcl cfcape. He, however, 
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fhook me by the hand ; and, fitting down, told me that he had 
given me np for loft, and remained with the veflfel- until the tide, 
having ebbed, left her almoft dry — that, immediately on getting 
afliore, and being taken prilbiier,^ he made inquiries about me, 
and heard that I had been laved — tliat,, finding this, his joy was 
llich as to make him almoft forget his own misfortunes— and,, 
exerting all his entreaties not to be feparated from me, they had 
been fii far indulgent to him, and had brought him to me, that 
we might be companions in boiij^flage. He added, that out of ele- 
ven Europeans and fiftj-fix l-a£bars who were on board, only he 
and 1 of the formei;, and fourteen of the latter, were faved from, 
the wreck, the reft having been drowned in the attempt, except- 
ing fome who, overcome w'ith terror, anguilh and anxiety, and 
exhaufted with fatigue, had bid a formal adieu to their compa- 
nions, let go their hold, and calmly and voluntarily given them- 
felves up to the deep, 

I here took occafion to remark to him, what I have already 
laid to yd^^ that thou^nds lofe their lives for want of perfever- 
ajice, fbrtitudcj and courage, to preferve them — Had the Englilh 
Puffer ccilefled courage enough to hold faft till the tide ebbed, he. 
might have bccji fafe on fhore as we. were, as he was fiiperior to 
either of us in bodily ftrength. 

“ Ah !. my friend !” faid he, fhaking his head defpondiiiglyt— 
is he worfe where he is ? I doubt whether death is not far pre- 
ferable to our prefent prolpeHs.” 
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Come, come,” faid I, perceiving he was melancholy,, 
though I myfelf laboured under all the horrors he exprefled— 
“ come, let us not think ; all will yet be well : I forefee it will 
and you muft know I have fomething of the prophet in my nature 
—perhaps the fecond light.” I then told him my prelentiments 
on leaving Goa, which much aftonilhed him — Hill more when I 
acquainted him with the formal adds 1 liad done in confequcncc 
thereof, by Mr. Hen-shaw’s advice, and with his privity. 

In fadf, our joy at meeting was reciprocally great, and in fomc 
refpedl cheered us for the time under all our miferies in hand, and 
the dreary profpedf of thole yet to come,. 

j^erceiving that he flood as much in need of relief as I did 
when the Lafcar relieved me by dividing his cloth, I took mine 
off, tore it in two, and gave him half of it : you may w'cll con- 
ceive our mifery from this, if other circumftances were wanting, 
that fuch a thing as a rag of linen, not worth fix pence, was a. 
very material accommodation to us both.. 


L'ETTER 
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LETTER Xl.VIir. 


\ OUR Letter, t)Ccafiorted by the account of my Ih ip- 
wreck and fublequcnt dil'after, gave me, my amiable boy! ac 
great pleafure as thofe dilafters gave tne pain. Your account, 
too, of J oHw’s burfllng into tears on’ the reading of it to him, had 
almoft a fimilar etFedt upon mylelf t and I trufl in the Almighty 
DiCpofer of Events, that tlwt exeelleiit turn of mind will 
fhfltioned by the education I give you, as to make it the fource ot 
boundlefs gratification and tnie greatnefs (by vvbich I mean good- 
nela) here, and of never-fading felicity hereafter. You fay you 
cannot acoHintfbr it, but you found more happineff at my efcape; 

mifery at my^isfortung. I hail that circomflance as the 
ftrongeft mark of^rfoa exijdlence of difpofition. A great Moral 
Philofopher has laid it down as a maxim, that it is the furer mark^ 
of a good heart to fympathile with joy than with furrow ; and 
this inftance only comes in aid of that opinion of you which my 
fond hopes have always nourilhed. . 

At the fame time I muft declare to you, tliat my pleafure at 
cfcaping Ihipwreck was by no means, as great as the agony my 
mind underwent at the prolpefl now before me was poignant. I 

have 



( 39 ) 


bave already laid, and indeed with truth, that I Ihould have with 
much greater pleafure embraced deatli : I, who had been already flime 
ycvirs in India, and had opportunities, of hearing, as well from my Fa- 
ther as from other Officers in the Service, what th6 dilpofition of the 
Tyrant in whofe power 1 had now felleix was, knew too well the 
horrors of my lituatiou to feel any thing like hope. Tl:^ unmci'- 
ciful* dilpofition of Hyder, and^ll thole in authority under him, 
and the cruel policy of theJEajftern Chiefs, making the life of any 
one, particularly a Britilh prifoner, at the bell: a precarious tenure, 
1 did not know the piiomcnt when death might berinflifted upon 
me with perhaps a thoufand aggravating circumftances : and at all 
events, the affairs which demanded my preleiice in India lb very 
importunately as to urge me to all the fatigues and hardlhips of a 
palTage over land, were, of themfelves, fufficient to make my 
mind uneafy ; but the abje6l Ifate of W'ant and nakedixefs in which 
it leemed I was likely to remain, Ifiaick a deep and damp horror 
to mv heart, and rdmoft unman’d n 

y^Mr. Hall and I, however, endeavoured wdth all our miglit 
to ftem the headlong torrent of our fate— Melancholy preyed 
deeply and openly upon him, wdiile I concciilcd mine, and endea- 
voured to cheer the linking fpirits of that noble } outh, w ho, 1 
perceived, was. the prey rather of eoitreme fcnlibihry fcchlc- 
nefs of mind. All the horrors of ffiivering nakednefs, thougli, to 
a mind delicate like his. and aperibn reared in the lap of luxury, 
lufficicntly goading, appeared as nothing w‘hcn compared wuh one 
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Infi, Irc hail fuflaiiicd in the denrcdations with which (hipwrcck is 
coiiftantly followed up. In the cruel fufpente between life and 
rlcath, \^ hicli I have already delcribcd, previous to my getting on 
thore, tliis amiable young man had Iccurcd and treafured next his 
heart, as the infeparable companion of his fate, a miniature portrait 
of a young I^ady ; it hung round his neck, and was, by the unfeel- 
ing villains who feized him on his landing, takcti away. This 

it 

cruel deprivation was an incelTant corrolive to ins mind— the co- 
pious- fource of anguifli to his heart — the hourly theme of the moft 
pathetic, affli^Iing exclamations. “ Had I,” he would cry, 
“ oh ! had I had but the good fortune to have gone to the bott()m 
while yet it hung about my neck, I fhould have been happy : but 
now^, feparated from the heavenly original, and bereft of the pre- 
cious image, what is life? what would be life were I yet fure of 
it? Wliat pleafure, what common content, has the world left for 
me? None — oh ! none, none ! Never fhall this heart again know 
comfort !” 

I did every thing I could to confolc him, and, as far as I coul^ 
prevent him from dwelling on thofe gloomy fiibjedls. Our con- 
verfations were interefting and pathetic ; but, alas ! the pi6lure, 
at every paufe, clxafed away the flight imprefllons of the preced- 
ing converfe : no fufferings of the body could countervail that 
lofs— no confblation mitigate it ; and amidfl: the horrid reflexions 
which unparalleled calamity impofed upon his mind, the lofs of that 
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one dear relic rofe paramount to all— and as every thought began, 
fo it ended, with the pi(!‘l:ure. 

y^P'or fume days vve lay in this place, expolcd to the weather, 
without even the flendcr comfoi t of a little ftraw to cover th< 
ground beneath us— our food, boiled rice, ferved very Iparinglv 
tu icc a-day by an old woman, who juft threw a handful or more 
of it to each upon a very dirty board, which ^^'c devoured with 
thofe I'poons Nature gave us. > 

At the end of that time, we, and, along with us, the T.af- 
cajs, were ordered to proceed into the countrs , and drove on fjot 
to a confiderable diftanee, in order to render up an account of oui'^ 
felvesto perfons belonging to Government, authorifed to take it. 
Jr was advanced in the morning when w e moved, w ithout recei\- 
ing any Ibrt of fuftcnance ; and were marched in that w afting cli- 
mate eight hours, without breaking our fafi ; during which time 
^vc w'cre cxpoled alternately to the Icorching heat of the fun and 
heavy torrents of rain, which raifed painfuUblifters on our llcin : 
we had often to ftand expofed to the weather, or to lie down, 
under the prefllire of fatigue and weaknefs, on the bare ground ; 
then wait an’ hour, or more, at the door of fomc infolcnt, unfeel- 
incr monfter, until he finiftied his dinner, or took his afternooii’s 
nap ; and when this was over, drove forward with wanton barba- 
ritv by the people who attended us. 

You. mv Frederick ! wdio onlv kmwv the mild and merci- 
ful difpofition of the People of Great Britain, where govern- 
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mcnt, religion, and long habit, have reduced charity and benevo- 
lence fo completely to a fvil-cm that they leem to be innate prin- 
ciples of the mind, can have no conception of a People who J^ill 
not only look upon the worfl human affliftions with indifference, 
but take a liivage delight in tite milerics of their fellow-creatures, 
even where no pofliblc advantage can be reaped from their inlutma- 
iiitv, and where the onlv reward they can propolc to thernfclvcs 
for their cruelty is the pl^'urc of contemplating human fulfcr- 
nsrs. 

Such, fiary am I to fay it, is the difpofition of feme parts of 
he Eafr Indies that 1 have been in : and although thofe part^ ur.- 
ler the dominion of Great Britain owe their emanci])ation from 
he mold galling yokes to the Englifh — and though, uiuler tluar 
tufpices, they live in a ftate of greater happincliv than c\cr they 
[id, and greater freedom even than Britons themfelves— vet fuch 
s the wicked ingratitude of many of them, fuch the inflexible 
inimofity arifing from a contradi<5lory religion, that the death or 
uffering of an Engliihman, or any misfortune that may befal him, 
)ften ferves only as matter of fport or amufement to them. Jt 
vould be well if it refted there— but un)R)rtunately they arc worl'c 
igain ; for in general they have the like coldnefs- and indifference,. 
)r indeed, to fpeak more properly, the like averfion, to each 
Dther’s good ; and the fame diabolical principles of fellifhnefs and. 
'reachery pervade the greater number in thofe vafl: regions, almoft 
joundlefs in extent, and almoft matchiefs in fertility. 


Two- 
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Two days after this, we were moved agaiix, and maiehcd vij) 
the country by a long and circuitous route, in which we underwent 
every hardlTiip that cruelty could inflid, or human fortitude eii- 
dijre — now bliftered with the heat, now drenched with the rain, 
and noAv chilled with the night damps — deftitute of any place but 
the bare earth to reft or lay our heads on, with only a fcanty pit- 
tance of boiled rice for our fupport— often w ithout w ater to queucli 
our thirft, and conftantly goaded by the guards, who pricked us 
with their bav(Uiets every now' and tlien, at once to evince their 
power, entertain the Ipeftators, and mortify us. We arrived at 
ilydernagur, the metropolis of the province of Biddanorc— a fort 
of conliderahlc ftrength, mounting up w'ards of feventx guns, con- 
taining a large garrifon of men, and polfclTed of immenfc w'ealth. 

It was about tw'o o’clock in the morning w'hen w’c arrived at 
Biddanore : the day w'as extremely hot, and we were kept out 
under the full heat of that broiling ftin till fix o’clock in the even- 
ing, before we were admitted to an audience of the Jemadar, or 
Governor of the place, w'ithout having a mouthful of vidual.> of- 
fered to us after the fatiguing march of the morning. 

While we ftood in this forlorn ftate, a vaft concouiic of people 
colledled about, and view'ed us with curiolity. Looking rexind 
through thofe w ho ftood neareft, 1 obferved liime men gazing at 
me w'ith ftrong marks of emotion, and a mixture of wonder and 
concern pourtrayed in their countenances. Surprifed to fee llu h 
fvmptoms of humanity in a Mylorian Indian, I looked at them 
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with more fcrutinizing attention, and thouglit that their faces 
were familiar to me. Catching my eye, they looked at me (ig- 
nificantly, as though they would exprefs their regard and refpeft 
for me, if they dared; and I then began to recoiled! that they 
were formerly privates in my regiment of cavalry, and were then 
prifoners at large with Hydkr. 

1 was not lefs furprii'ed that thofe poor fellows fhould recog- 
iiifc me in my prefent miierable fallen ftate, than atfedled at the 
lympathctic feeling they dil'clofed. I returned their look with li 
private nod of recognition ; but, feeing tliat they were afraid to 
fpcak to me, and fearing I might injure them by dilcloiing our 
acquaintance, I forbore any thing more. The guilty ibuls of def- 
potic Governments are perpetually alive to fufpicion : every look 
alai nis them ; and alarm or fufpicion never fails to be followed up 
with profeription or death. 

Men, when in the fullncls of power and pride of office, very 
leldom give themfelves time to refied! upon the inflability of hu- 
man greatnefs, and the uncertainty of earthly contingencies. 
Wlicn, in\elled \\ ith all the trappings of authority, 1 commanded 
the regiment to which thole poor fellows belonged, I would have 
thought that he fpoke wildly indeed who would have alledgcd 
that it Vv'as polfible 1 ccnild ever become an objed! of their pity— 
that 1 Ihould ftand nuked and degraded before them, aiul thev 
l-te afraid to acknow ledge me : but, though I Ihould have thought 
f) then, it was yet fame comfort to me, when that unfortunate 
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event did come to pafs, to refiedl, that, when in power, I made 
fuch ufe of it as to excite emotions in their boioms of afteftion and 
refpeft. Did the tyrant and overbearing infolent Chiefs con- 
fider this, and govern thcmfelves by its inftructions, they would go 
into the field with the confoling reflection, that no gun would be 
levelled at their head except that of the common enemy— -a thing 
that does not always happen. 


L E T T E R XLIX. 


H All been made prifoners of war in battle agalnft an 
<'nemy, there is no ‘law of Nature or Nations, no rule of rcafiin j 
or principle of equity, that could palliate fuch treatment as that < 
wl'.iii. \\c now received: but, call by misfortune and fhiiiwrcck 
on their lliore, we were entitled to filace and proteelion. The 
worrt wretches who hung out falle beacons on the Weflern Coalls 
of EnglaiiJ, to allure fhips to their dcffruCluai, would not be cruel 
without temptation ; and, if tlicy did not expect to gain fime 
prolit bv it, would rather decline ktiocking their fellow-creatures 
in the head: but thofe barbarians, without any protit but what a 
malignant heart derives from the mileries of others, or any plcalnrc 
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biu what proceeds from their pain, exerciled upon us the mofl 
wanton cruelty. Compared with I'uch treatment, inflant death 
would have been an a6l of mercy to us ; and we fliould have had 
reafim to blefs the hand that inflitled it. 

Mortitlcations of one ll)rt or otlicr — the inceflant torturino- of 
the mind on the rack of fufpenle — the injuries to the animal lyftem, 
occalioned by conftan't ex]W)fure to the weather, and the want of 
food— all conl])ired to reduce me to the dimcnfions and feeblenets 
of a Ikcleton. ^ had grown daily weaker and weaker, and was 
'now nearly exhaufted, and quite faint; while, on the other hand, my 
amiable companion in affiiftion was reduced bv a dvfnntery, which 
attacked him lixni after our Ihipwreck, and which the torments of 
his mind, the want of medicine and comfortable food, and, abox e 
all, the alternate violent changes from profule perfpiration in 
walking to chilling cold at night, had increafed to fuch an alarming 
degree, that he was obliged to be carried the two laft clavs journev : 
—In this ftatc, we appeared to each other as two Ipeftres hanging 
over the brink of the grave : and in truth, perceiving the rapid 
progrefs he was making to his diflblution, I was atTefled to a de- 
gree, that, while it really exafperated my own worn-douni ftatc, 
deprived me of all attention to the rapid decline I was falling into, 
and almoft entirely engrofled my care. In my progrefs through 
life, I have had occalion to try feveral men, and have found 
among them many who were every thing that a good heart could 
wilh to find : but tliis young Gentleman had at once lb much fuavity 
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aJid fpirit— luch gentlenels and fortitude — his liiiferiiigs (thofe of 
his mind, as well as thofe of his body) were lb exquifite, and he 
bore them with fuch meeknefs, tempered by. fuch uninterrupted 
good humour, and concealed and managed with lb much delicacv, 
that 1 do not tranl^'efs the bounds of tnith wlicn I fay I never met 
one who ib entirely interefted my feelings, and attached my friend- 
Ih ip lb unalterably, upon principlesof inlfinftive impulle, as well 
as realbn. Impelled by the irrelidiblc claims he had upon m> 
appn'hatiou and efteem, I ciUercd u ith all the warmth of a bro- 
ther into liisfuffcrings, and can allcrt with truth that they eonfli- 
tuted the levered trials 1 underwent during niy whole imprilini- 
ment. 

While we dood in the court, waiting to be brouglit before tiie 
Jemadar, we prelcntcd a Ipedaclc that Avould have wrung pit\. 
one would think, from the heart of a tiger, if a tiger was endued 
with refledion. At length we were fummoned to appear hefort 
him, and bnaight into his prclence. I had made up rny mind Ibi 
the occalion— determined to deport myfclf in a manly, candid 
manner — and to letno confidcration whatfoever lead me to any tiling 
difgraceful to my real charadlcr, or unworthy my fitualion in life ; 
and, finally, had prepared mylelf to meet, without dninklng, 
whatever misfortunes might yet be in dorc for me, or ^vhare\ er 
cruelties the barbarous difpofition or wicked policy of the Tyrant 
might think proper to iiifiidt. 
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On entering, we found the Jemadar in full Durbar/'^ He \va3 
then occupied with the reading of dilpatches, and in tranla^ling 
other public bulinefs. We .were placed diredly oppofite to him, 
where we ftood for near an hour, during which time he never call 
his eves towards us : but when at laft he had concluded the buliiiels 
in wJiich he was engaged, and deigned to look at us, we were ordered 
to proftrate ourfclves before him : the Lafears immediately obe_\ ed 
tlie order, and threw themlelves on the ground ; but I contented 
myfelf with making a falam, in which poor Mr. Hall, who knew 
not the Eaflern manner as I did, follow'ed mv example. 

As foon as this ceremony w'asovcr, the Jemadar (who was no 
other man than the famous Hyat Sahib that has made I'ome 
noife in the hiftory of that war) began to queftion me. He deli red 
to know, who I was ? — what my profeflion was?— what was the 
caufc and manner of my approaching the country of Hyde a 
Alli? — To all thofe queftions I gave anfwers that icemed to I'a- 
tisfy him. He then afked me, what new's 1 had brought with me 
from Europe ? — inquired into the ftate of the army, and number of 
recruits difpatched in the Ihips of that fcalbtr — was minute and 
circumflantial in his queftions relpecting the nature and luccefs of 
the war in Europe — and examined me clofely, touching the re- 
fources of the Eaft India Company. I faw his drift, and w^as 
cautious and circumfpedl in my anfwers, and at the fame time 
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contrived to fpeak wijJi an air of candour that in fame fort fatis- 
fied him. 

Having ejthauftcd his whole ftring of queftions, he turned the 
dlfcourfe to another fulled— no left than his great and puiilaut 
Lord and Mafter, Hyder, of whom he had endeavoured to im- 
prefs me with a great, if not terrible idea — amplifying his power, 
his wealth, and the extent and opulence of his dominions— and 
deferibing- to me, in the moft exaggerated terms, the number of 
his troops— -Ixis military talenjs — his vaft, aiid, according to his 
account, unrivalled genius— his amazing abilities in conquering 
and governing Nations — and, above all, his many amiable quali- 
ties, and fplendid endowments of heart, no lefs than underftand- 
ing. 

Having thus, with, equal zeal and fidelity, endeavoured to im- 
prefs me with veneration for his Lord and Mafter, and for tltat pur- 
pofe attributed to him every perfedlion that may be ftippofed to bo 
divided among all the Kings and Generals that have lived fince the 
birth of Christ, and given each their due, he turned to the Englllh 
(■Jovernment, and endeavoured to demonftratc to me the folly and 
inutility of our attempting to refift his progrefs, which he, con- 
pared to that of the lea, to a tempeft, to a torrent, to a lion’s pace 
and fury — to every thing that aiiEaftern imagination could luggeft 
as a figure proper to exemplify grandeur and irrefiftibic ])owcr. 
He then vaunted of his Sovereign’s fucce/Tes over the Englilh, fomc 
of which I had not heard of before, and did not believe; aiidcon- 
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eluded by afluring me, that it was Hyder’s determination to drive 
all Europeans from Indoftan, which he averred he could net 
fail to do, confidering the weaknefs of the one, and boundlcft 
power of the other. This part of Hyat Sahib’s difeourfe is 
>vell w orth your remembering, as it will lerve to make a very di- 
verting contraft with his fubfequent conduft. 

After having expended near half an hour in this manner, he 
galled upon me to come over near him, and caufed me to feat my- 
felf upon a mat with a pillow to l#dn upon — encouraged me, by 
every means he could, by the moft gentle accents, and the moft 
foothing, mollifying language, to Ipeak to him without the leaft 
refcrve*— exhorted me to teH him the truth in every thing we 
fpoke of— and hinted to me, that my falling into his hands might 
turn out the moft fortunate event of my Ufe.. 

1 w'as at a lols to what motive to attribute all thofe lingular 
marks of indulgence ? but found that he had learned whole fon 1 
was, and knew my father by reputation from tl^ prilbncrs, our 
Sepoys, who were now prifoners at large here : and as rank and 
office are the chief recommendation in the Eaft, as well as elfc- 
where, or rather much more than any where elle, the fugacious 
Hyat Sahib found many claims to efteem and humanity in me 
as the Ion of a Colonel Campbell, which he never would have, 
found in me had I been the fon of a plain humble farmer or trades- 
man in England. 
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After a full hour’s audience, in which Hyat Sahib treated 
me with diftinguifhed .marks of his favour, confidering my fitua- 
tion, he diftnilfed me with the ceremony of beetle-nut,* rofe-wa- 
ter, and other compliments, which are in that country held as tlic 
ftrougcfl marks of politenefs, refpeiSl, and good-will. 

Leaving the Durbar, I was led to the inner fort or citadel ; and 
the oiheious zeal of thofe about me, unwilling to let me remain 
ignorant of that whicli they conceived to be a moft fortunate turn- 
in my affairs, gave the coup de grace to my miferies as I went 
plong, by congratulating me on the favourable opinion which the- 
Jemadar had formed of me, and intimating at the fame time tliat 
I would fbon be honoured with a refpcdtable command in Hyder’s 
fcrvice- 

If I was mifcrablc before, this intimation entirely deftroyed 
the lafl: remnant of peace or hope. I was determined to die a 
thoufand deaths Iboner than lerve any State hoftile to Cireat 
llritain— but ftill more a Tyrant, whofc country, nature and prin- 
ciples I deteflcd, and could never thmk of without the grcatclt 
horror; and I judged, that if fuch an offer Ihould be made, and I 
refufed it, my life would fall a facrifice to their rage and dilap- 
pointment, or at lead: I fliould live a life of imprifonment, and 
never more behold country, family, friends, conpeflions, or any 
thing that I valued' in life. 

G2 That 

^ An aromatic nut which tlic Eaft Indians chew : it is warm and aftringent, 
and confidered by th«m ^ gixA rcftorativc. 
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That night the Jemadar fent me an excellent Itipper, of not 
lefs than fix difhcs, from his own table ; and although I had been 
To long familhing with the want of whcdelbrae fobd, the idea of 
being enlifted in the fervice of HTmaa ftruck me with fiich hor- 
ror, that I loft all appetite, and was lcarccly able to eat a mouth- 
ful. Mr. Hall and I, however, were feparatedTrbm the Lafcars, 
who were relcafed, and forced to work. 

Notwkhftanding the favourable intentions manifefted towards 
me hf the Jemadar, as I have already mentioned, rjo mark of it 
whatlbever appeared in our lodging. This confifted of a final! 
place, exailly the fiae of our ki^th and breadth, in the zig-zag 
of one of the gates of the cifiadel t it was c^n in front, but co- 
vered with a kind of a fhed on the top t and a number of other 
prifonera were about us each of us was allowed a mat and pil- 
low,. and this formed the whole of our local accommodations. 
Upon my remarking it, we were told, that in conformity to the 
cuftom of the Circar,* we muft be treated fi> forlbme time, but 
that our accommodations would afterwards be extended; and made 
more agreeaUe to our wifties : even this was better than our fitu- 
ation fince we landed. 

lu addition to this luxury, we were allowed to the value oi 
four pence halfpenny a day for our maintenance i and a guard oi 
Sepoys was put over us and a few more prilbners, one of whom 
was direfkd to go and purchaie our vhftuals, and do fiich like 
offices for us. 


* Country or Prorince. 


This 
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This guard was changed every week-»-a ilrong mark of the 
fufpicious and wary tempers of thofe people, who could fear in- 
trigues and cabals between wretched priloners Ukc us and their fol- 
diers. 

In two or three days after this, Hyat Sahib lent for me, 
treated me with great kindnefe, gate me Ibme tea, and fumilhed 
me with two or three Ihirts, an old coat, and two pairs of breeches, 
which were ftripped from the dead bodies that were thrown alhore 
from the wreck — every tiling that was &ved ft&ta it being fent to 
Bidanore. At this interview he treated me widi gneat refped— 
gave me, befides the articles already mentioned, tlurty rupees— 
and, upon my going away, hiM me that in a few days a very flat- 
tering propolkl would be made to me, and that my fltua;bon would 
be rendered not only comfortiabte, but enviable, 

• ' It is impoffible for me to eitprefeto yon, my d^r FREDE»rcK.I 
the horror I felt at the idtea of thisinten^d propolal — fori knew but 
too well w hat it meant. It was the fource of bitter mifery to my 
mind : ncverthelfels, I determined' to refill every eflort that fliould 
be made, whether blandilhment, ihtreaty, or menace — to lay 
down my life itlclf, though in obleurity, with honour — and to 
carry along with me, go where I, would, the confcioufiiefs of hav- 
ing done my duty. 

I have in the eourle of my life met with many paiple, who,, 
under the plaufible pretext of liberality and greatnefs of mind, 
have'calkdthemleLvcs Citizens of the World, and declared that 

the 
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the Country where they lived, be that what Country it might, was 
their’s, and demanded their allegiance and prote<51ion: but I have 
always Ihrewdly fiilpc^led, that furh men ad from a confcioufnfefs 
of being outcafts of their own Country — and, fcorned and re- 
ceded by their fellow -citizens, W'ould retaliate by affeding to deny 
their natural attachment. There are meh who neither love fa- 
ther, mother, filler, brother, or connedion : fuch, however, 
are, thank God ! very thinly Ibwn in this world ; but, except it 
be a few fuch unnatural people, I am convinced that there is no 
one whole heart does not confels the patriotic paflion, and burn 
with a flame, more or lefs ardent, of love for his Country. Mv 
prediledions that way are naturally llrong, and I am now happy 
to refled that I evinced them by the moll unequivocal proofs : had 
I not, I were indeedt hi my own Opinion* lit for any punilhment, 
however ignominious ; and to all fuch as lift their arms againll 
their Country, as to Parricides, I will lay, in the words of the 
Poet, 

“ Never pray more — abandon ^ remorfe : 

“ On tiorroT’a hcadi hoitora acenmnlate ■, 

** Do deeds to make Heaven woep-~<^l earth amaz'd ; 

'' For nothing can’A thou to dunnation add, 

“ Greater tlian that." 


LETTER 
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On the cve»iHg of that day on which the Jemadar 
Hyat Sahib had honoured me with an audience, given me clothes 
and money, and informed me that a propofal, which he called 
flattering, would be made to me, I was fent for to attend, not at 
the Durbar, but at the houfe of a man high, in office.. As I ex- 
pected to meet Hyat Sahib himfelf, and trembled at ffie thoughts 
of his expefted propofitiou, I wasfurprifed, and indeed pleafed, to 
find that it was with one of his people only 1 was to have a con- 
ference. This man, whofe name I now forget, received me with 
great kindnefs, encouraged me, made me lit down with him, and 
began to fpeak of Hyat Sahib, whom lie extolled to die Ikies, 
as a pcrlbn endowed with every great and amiable quality ; in- 
forming me at the fame time, that he was polTefled of the friend- 
Ihip and confidence of his Mailer, Hyder Ai.li, in a greater de- 
gree than any other perfon-— Tippoo Sahib, his own Ion, not 
excepted : he then gave me the private hiflory of Hyat— -faying, 
that he was born a Gentoo Prince, of one of the provinces of 
the Malabar coall, which had fallen beneath the irrefiftiblc arms of 
Hyder, and had been by him annexed to tlie vail Myforean Em- 
pire.. 
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pire. Hyat, he faid, was then only a boy of eleven or twelve 
years of age, of a moft promifing genius, and a quicknefs of mind 
unufually met with in one of thoie tender years. Hyder, who 
was in all rclpedls a man of unrivalled penetration, thought he 
faw in the boy that which, if properly cultivated, would turn out 
of vaft ufe to a State ; and as,, in all Mahonaedan Governments, 
unconnedlcd, ifolated boys, oft-times flaves, are bred up in the 
Seraglio toiuccqedto the great offices of the State, Hyder adopted 
the boy, had him made a Mahomedan, and, in fa6t, treated hin? 
as if he had been the ifliie of his own loins, and brought him up 
with all the afFc6li6n and tendernefs of a fond parent. I am .the 
more particular in ftatingthis part of Hyat’s hiftory to you, as 
iomc relpeSable Hiftorians, deceived by erroneous report, liave 
laid that he was the illegitimate offspring of Hyder. The Sul- 
tan, however, was not dilapjiointed in the expectations he had 
formed ; for Hyat Sahib had, in zeal, fidelity and attachment, 
as well as in intellectual faculties and talents for governing, even 
furpafled the warmeft hopes of his Mailer. 

Having given me this concife account of the Jemadar, he pro- 
ceeded to inform me, that the Arcot Sepoys, whom I have before 
mentioned to you, had difeovered to Hyat Sahib who I was, 
given him a full account of my family, and informed him that I 
had commanded a regiment of cavalry in the lervice of the Nabob 
of Arcot, together with a corps of infantry and artillery attached 
to it. In confequenceof this report, Hyat Sahib, he faid, had 

interefted 
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intercfted himfelf very warmly in my favour, and cxprefled an 
anxious dcfire to render me a iervice. 

Thus far the difcovirfc plealedmc. Nothing was iliid in it to 
give me alarm ; on the contrary, I indulged a hope, that, know- 
ing my rank, and the rank of my father,, he would no longer en- 
tertain a hope of my entering into the {ervice of Hydee, and, 
for the time I- was to be impriloned, treat me with I'uitablc in- 
dukcnce.- But 1 flattered mvielf too foon ; or, as the old faving;- 

is, “ reckoned without mv hoft.” 

^ ¥ 

When he had flnilhed.his hiftory of Hyat Sahib, which ha 
overcharged with fuUbme panegyric, he told me, with a face full 
of tliat triumphant importance which one who thinks he is con- 
ferring a great favour generally alTumcs, that it was tire, intention 
of Hyat Sahib, for and on behalf of his mailer the Sultan, to 
give me the command of five thouland men — an offer which he 
llippofcd I could not tJiink of declining, and therefore expefted no 
other anfwer but a profufion of thanks, and flrong manifeflations. 
of joy on my part. 

It is not poffible for me to defciibe to you my difmay atThis 
formal propofaJ, or pourtray to you the various emotions that took 
poffeflion of my breafl. Rcfentmcnt had its fhai'e— the pride of 
the Soldier, not unaccompanied with the pride of Family and Rank, 
while it urged me to Ipuxn from me fuch a hale accommodation, 
made me conlidcr the offer as a great infult. I therefore paufed a 
little, to fupprefs my feelings ; and theft told him my firm refiilu- 

H tion, .* 
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tiofi, never to accept of fuch a propofal ; and upon his exprclliiig 
great aftomftiment at my declining a ftation lb fraught with ad- 
vantage, i laid down, in the belt manner 1 could, my realbns ; 
and I mull lay, that he liftened to all the objeflions I Harted v ith 
great patience; but, in the conclulion, laid in- ha^ c doubt of 
finding means to overcome my rcliu lance, 

• I'le difmilTed me for the preloju, and I reiurned to m} prif)n, 
where I .-elated to my comp iiion, xVb. nAi.!.,, every thing that 
pafifed between us r we canvalTed the matter fully, and he agreed 
with me, that it was likely to turn out a raoH; dreadful and cruel 
‘perfecution. It was on this occafioa that I lirir sell the trutli of 
♦^he priiiclple, that perfecutiou never fails u) be fubveriivc of its own 
end, and to promote that which it is intended to deltro' . There 
is, in the human mind, an innate abhorrence oi eompulfion ; and 
perfecution always gives, new ftrength and claiiicity to the foul ; 
andatlaft, when ftrained to its utmoft extent, makes Man lur- 
mount difficulties which at firft feem to be beyond the reach of 
humanity. 

Piqued by th* idea 6f perfecution, I began to feel a degree of 
enthufialm wliicb I wa' ; etore a ftrangci to ; 1 looked forward, 
with a kind of gloomy pleafurc , to tlie miferies that brutal tyranny 
■ might inftifl: upon me, ever, to death itfelf ; and already began to 
indulge the exultation of martyrdom. “ No,” faid I, “ my dear 
Hall ! never will I tarniih the charafler of a Britilh Soldier— 
I never will I dilgrace my blood or my profeffion — never lhall an 

aft 
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aft of mine fully the pure fame of my revered Father — never fhall 
any fufferings of mine, however poignant, or worldly advantage, 
Irowever fedviftive, tempt to do that which his noble fpirit 
would j cgard with horror or contempt. I may, and I forefee I mult 
be miferab; .. ; but i nevci will be bale or degenerate 1” Indeed, I 
had vvfuugh; u[: to iu>'h a i’itch 03 tint '‘f;, that 1 am per- 

fuaded the ■iioit <'Aquitite atu! iciuiui criultie; which the ingenuity 
of an Iroquol^> Indian could have iatlifted on my body, would have 
been utterly incapable of bending the ftubborn temper of my 
mind. 

The place ii’ ’‘.v d.ich m c were lodged was liluated in a Way not 
A •: rv f'avoura! to our feebngs. Juft v ithin tight of it, the Com- 
ir-uidant (if the citode I Iield ■> Covtrt — by him yclepda Court of 
j utlice— -wher' the "Aoil fhocking, Imrharous cruelties were hourly 
t xcr. lied— nrioft of them for the purpof^il^^ extorting money, and 
compelling the ditcoverv of hidden, or fuppofitious hidden tica- 
fiires. Indeed, f vc tixtbs of thole who fuftered were of this dc- 
ici iption ; and tlic procefs purlecd was as crtfnl aS barbarous : the}'" 
firft begun with careftes, then procc'.ded to^cxammn'ion and crofs- 
exainination, thence to threats, thcjxce to puidibnicnt, and, 
iinally, to the moft cruel tortures. 

Dircftly oppafite to us, was imni ifoned an unfortunate per- 
fon, who had for years been a clofe captive, and the iport and 
fubjeft of thofe eiiormitics. He was a man onre of the higlicft 
rank in the Country where now he was a prifoner : for a feries of 
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yuars he liad been Governor and foie Manager of the whole pro- 
vince of Bidanore. This was during the reign of the iaft Rana, or 
Qwen, whole iamily had been Sovereigns of the Country for time 
immemorial, till Hydkr made a conqueft of, and annexed it to 
his other uforpations. Unfortunately for him, he was fuppofed 
to have amaffed and fecreted enormous treafures, in confoqucncc 
of which he had already undergoixe the fiery ordeal of torture leve- 
ral times. He was fuppoled to have produced, from firft to lall, 
about fifteen lacks of pagodas ; and then, in the courle of eighteen 
months,, was degraded gradually, from the high refpeuft in which 
he was at firft held, dowm to a moft abjeft ftate — threatened. 
Hogged, punilhed in a variety of ways, and, finally, put to the 
moft cruel tortures. I myfolf faw him treated with the higlicft 
degree of refpeft, and afterwards brought to the lowcft ftuge of 
mifery and humiliation,J^ne tiring, however, I mu ft not forget, 
is the fortitude with which he and all of them bore their punilh- 
ment : it was truly heroic — indeed, beyond all belief. Nothing 
could fiirpafs it, except the (kill and inventive ingenuity which the 
barbarians exhibited in ftriking out new modes of torture. My 
foul fickened witli horror at the fight: the amiable Hall could 
worfe fupport it than his own miferies, and loft, all that fortitude, 
in his feeling for others’ misfortunes, which he difplayed in fo 
unbounded a ftiare in his own : and often, very often, we found 
the rigour and feverity of our own fttuation utterly forgotten in 
our anguifti and lympathy for the ftiffcrings of others. Never ftiaU 
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I forget it ; never Ihall I think without horror of the accurfed policy 
and wicked tyranny of the Eaftern Governments, where every 
fonfe of humanity is extinguirtied, and Man, more mercilefs than 
the tiger, riots in the blood of his fellow-creatures without caufe. 

Mr. Hall, notwithftanding the various fiifFeringsboth of mind 
and body which he had undergone, began to recruit, and get a 
little better ; and this circumftance, of itfelf, dilFufed a flow of 
fpirits over me that contributed to my fupport. We coiifoled each 
other by every means we could devife — fometiraes indulging in all 
the luxury of woe — fometimes rallying each other, and, with ill- 
diflcmbled IprightUnefs, calling on the Goddels Euphrosyne to 
come with her “ quirps and cranks, and wreathed fmilcs but, 
alas ! the mountain nymplr, fweet Liberty, was far away, and 
the Goddefs Ihunned our abode. We however began to conceive 
that we might form a fyftem for our relief, and, by a methodical 
arrangement, entrench ourfelves from the alFaults of grief : to this 
end, we formed feveral refolutions, and entered into certain en- 
gagements — fuch as, never to repine at our fate, if wc. could— -to 
draw confolation from the more dreadful lot of others, if we could ; 
— and to encourage hope — hope that comes to all ; and, on the 
whole, to. confine our converfation as much as poflible to fubjeCts 
of an agreeable nature : but thefe, like many other rules which 
we lay down for the condufl of life, were often broken by necef- 
fity, and left us to regret the fallibility of all human precautionary 
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The youth and ftrength of Mr. Hali. was to the full as ade- 
quate a« mine to the fupport of any perfonal hardfhip ; his intcl- 
leftual powers were excellent, his temper incomparable, and his 
fortitude unparalleled ; yet could I fee, that fomething more than 
appeared upon the 1‘urface wrought within him, and gnawed his 
heart with hidden pain. United as we were by lentiment, as 
well as by parity of fofferiug, I felt for him too deeply, not to 
have an intsere^ng curiofity to know what it was that preyed upon 
his mind ; we had now been, months together, fellow-fufferers ; 
and I thought nayitlf not wltliout fome claim to his confidence — 
I told him lb, and defired him to impart to me his llory ; which 
he, with his accuftomed fuavity and condclcenfion, agreed to— 
affuring me that it was not fiich a ftory as could requite the trouble 
af hearing it, or intereft any e«ie but himfell, or fome very warm 
friend indeed : fiich, however, he added, he took me to be ; and, 
as fuch, would tell it to me. I tliink It, however, wortli relating, 
and will give it to you in his own words ; and, though it be very 
Ihort, mufi defer the relation to another Letter. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LI. 


Mr. Hall having, as I told you in my lafl, obligingly 
agreed to favour me with a relation of his ftory, I now give it to 
you as nearly in his own words as I can remember them. He pro- 
ceeded thus : 

“ Although you arc now, my dear friend ! a witncfs to m\ 
being the moft perfedly wretched of all created beings, yet the 
time is not long paft when fortune fmiled upon and gave me pro- 
mife of as much happinefs as Man in this wretched vale of tears is 
allowed by his circumferibed nature to hope for. I have feen the 
time, when each revolving fun rofc to ufher me to a day of joy, 
and fet to confign me to a night of undifturhed repofe— -when tlic 
bounties of Nature, and the produ^ions of Art, were poured with 
the profufion of fond paternal affedion into my lap — when troops 
of friends hailed my rifing profpefls — when health and peace made 
this perfon their uninterrupted abode — and when the moft benig- 
nant love that ever blefted a mortal filled up the meaftire of my 
blifs. Yes, Campbell ! it was once my happinefs, though now, 
alas ! the Iburcc of poignant mifery, to be bleflcd with the beft 
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parents that ever watched over the welfare of a child — with 
friends, too, who loved me, and whom my heart cherifhed — and 
O God } do I think of her, and yet retain my fenfes— with 
the affedions of a young lady, than whom Providence, in the 
fuUnels of its power and bounty to Mankind, never formed one 
more lovely, one more angelic in perfon, more heavenly in dilpo- 
fition, more rich in intelle£haal endowments. Alas ! my friend, 
will you,>dcan you pardon thole warm ebullitions of a fond paffion ? 
will you for a moment enter into, my feelings,, and make allow- 
ance for thofe tranlports ? But how can you ? Your friandlhip and 
pity may indeed induce you to excufe this interruption ; but, to 
lympathife truly, and feel. as. I feel, you muft have known the 
charming girl herfelf.. 

“ My father, ' though, he did not move in the very firft walk of 
life, held the rank, of a Gentleman by birth and education, and was 
relpedlable, not only as a man of confiderable property, but as a 
perfon who knew how to turn the gifts, of fortune to their beft 
account : he was generous without prodigality, and charitable 
without oftentj^ion he was allowed by all who knew.himto be the 
moft tender of hulbanda— the moft zealous and. finccre of - friends; 
and I can bear witnelsto his-being the beft of/parents.. A's long as 
J can remember to have been aWe to-makc a remark^ the tender- 
jiefs of both my father and mother knew no bcamds : I feemed to 
occupy all their thoughts, all their attention ; and in a few years, 
as I thank God I never made an lujfuitable return for their affec- 
tion,. 
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tion, it increafed to fuch a degree, that their exlllence feemcd to 
bang uj)on mine. 

To make as much of a child lb beloved as his natural talents 
would allow,, no expence was Ipared in my education : from 
childhood, every inftruflion that money could purchale, and every 
allurement to learn that fondnefr could fuggcft, were bellowed 
upon me ; while my beloved father, tracing the advances I made 
with the magnifying eye of affection, would hang over me in 
rapture, and enjoy by anticipation the fame and honours that, 
overweening fondnefs fuggefted to him, mull one day furround 
me. Thefe prejudices, my dear friend ! arifing from the cxcefsof 
natural affedion, are excufcable, if not amiable, and deferve a better 
fate than difappointment. Alas ! my honoured father, you little 
knew— and, oh ! may you never know, what fort of fame, what 
fort of honours, await your child ! May the anguilh he endures, 
and his moll calamitous frite, never reach your ears ! — for, too 
well I know, ’Iwould give a deadly wrench to your heart, and 
precipitate you untimely to your grave. 

“ Thus years rolled on ; during which, time feemed to have 
added new wings to his flight, lb quickly did they pafs. Un- 
marked by any of thofe finifter events that parcel out the time in 
weary llages to the unfortunate, it Hid on unpcrceived ; and an 
enlargement in my fize, and an mcreafe of knowledge, were all 
I had to inform me that eighteen years had palled away. 
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' « It wtos at.this time tliat 1 firft found the fniocuh eurmit of my 
traqquilHty interrupted, and the tide of my feelings fwclled and 
agitated, by the acceffion of new ftreamsof fenfation — In fliort, 

1 becanie a flavc to t^ deUfebus pains of Love ; and, after having 
bonne them in concealment for a k«ig time, at loagth coilcded 
courage to declare it. Franknefs and candoor were among the 
virtues of aay beloved : Ihe l^cnedt® proteftatiewts of affcdlion, 
and, lilftpg above the little arta of . her fex, avowed a reciprocal 
attachment. The meafure of my bfife feemed now to be full : 
the purity of my pailion was ftich, that the thoughts of the gi offer 
animal dcfires never once occurred ; aib happy in loving, and in 
being beloved, we paffisdour time in all the innocent bkndifhmente 
which truly viltuoas Love infpires, without our imagination 
roaming even for mi inftant into the wilds of fenfliality. 

As I was- to inherit a genteel, independent fortune, my hither 
prqpofedto breed me up to a Icarnedprofeftioai — ^^the Law ; rather 
to invigorate and exercife my intrileds, and as a to rank in the. 

State, than for mere lucrative purpofea. I was put to one of the 
Univeriities, with an allowance fnjtcd to’ his intentions towards 
me; and was immediately to have been fent to tmvei fdr my 
further improvement, when a».? unforefeea accident happened,, 
which completely cmlhed al! my fether’s- views,- daflied the cup 
of happinefs ftom my lips, and brought me ultimately to that 
deplcnable ftate in. whicb you. have now the misfortune. Ito be Joined 
along with me. 
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“ It was but a few months antecedent to my embarkh\g for 
tlie Eaftern World, that my father, whom I had for fome time 
with forrow obferved thoughtful, ftudipuar and melancholy, took, 
me into his ftudy, and,fei 2 ing my hand, and looking earneftly into 
my face, wliilc his cotuitenance betrayed the violent agitation of 
his mind, alked me emphatically, if I thought I had fortitude to bear 
the greateft poflible calamity ? I was horror-ftruck at his emotion, 
accompanied by fuch a queftioa — but replied, I hoped 1 had. He 
tlien alked me, if 1 had afFedlion enough for him to forgive him if 
he Avas the caufe of it ? I anfwcred, that the idea connected with 

a 

the word forgiventfs^ was that which I could never be brought by 
any earthly circumftance to apply to my father; but begged him at 
once to difclofe the worll to me — as, be it what it might, my 
inifery could not furpafs what I then felt from the myfterious naan- 
nex in which he then Ipoke* 

He then told me that he was an undone maii~-that he had., 
with the very be#^ntentions, and with the view of aggrandizing 
me, engaged in great and important fpccuJations, which, had 
they fucceeded, would have given us a princely fortune — but, 
having turned out, unfortunately, tlxe reverfe, had left him little 
above beggary. He added, that he had not the refoiution to com- 
municate his Ioffes to me, rnitil neccfiity compelled him to tell me 
all the truth. , 

“ Although this was a fevcrc foock to me, 1 endeavoured to 
conceal my feelings from my father, on whole account, more tluui 
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on my own, 1 W’as afFc£led, and pretended to make as light of it 
as fo very important a misfortune would juftify; and I had the hap* 
pinefe to perceive that the W'orthy man took fbme comfort from my 
liippofed indifference. I conjured him not to let fo very trivial a 
thing as the lofs of property, which could be repaired, break in 
on his peace of mind or health, which could not ; and obferved 
to him, that we had all of us ftill enough — for that my private 
property (which I poflcfled independent of him, and which a re- 
lation left me) would amply fupply all our neceffities. 

** Having thus endeavoxired to accommodate my unhappy fa- 

♦ 

ther’s feelings to his lofles, I had yet to accommodate my own ; and 
began to revolve in my mind what was likely to enfue from, and 
what ftep was moft proper to be taken in, this dreadful change of 
circumflances. That which lay neareft to my heart firft occurred ; 
—you will readily guels that I mean my Love : to involve her i 
loved more, far m<»c, than my life, in the misfortunes of ray fa- 
mily, was too horrible a confideration to be o^^eighed even by 
the dread of lofing her. I knew not what to do, and I thought upon 
it till I became ahnoft enfrenzied— In this ftate 1 went to her, and 
unfeldedthe whole ftate of our concerns, together with my refolu- 
tion not to inv<dve her in our ruin -when— can you believe it ? — 
the lovely girl infiftedon making my fateindiffolubiy her’s— not, as 
ftie faidj^that ftie had the ftnalleft apprehenlion lapfe of time or change 
of circumftance could make an alteration in our affedlion, but that 

wiftied to give my mind that repofe which I mi^t derive from 

fccurity.. 
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fecurity. This I would by no means accede to ; and, for the pre- 
lent, we contented ourfelves with mutual vows of eternal fidelity. 

“ As foon as I thought my father’s mind fit for Inch a converf- 
ation, I opened to him a plan I had formed of coming to India, 
to ad\'ance my fortune. His underllanding approved of it, but 
his heart dilTented; and he laid, that to part with me would give the 
finilhing ftroke to his misfortunes : but, as my intcreft was toler- 
ably good, I rcprelented to him the great likelihood I had of luc- 
cefs ; and at laft, with fome difficulty, be confented. 

“ My next ftep was to acquaint Mils with my refolu- 

tion. I purpofely pals over a meeting which no jpower of language 
can defcribe ! — then how can I ? — Oh ! Campbell, the remem- 
brance of it gnaws me like a vulture here,” (and he put his harkd 
upon his heart, while the tears rolled down his cheeks), “ and 
will loon, foon bring me to my end. 

“ Not to detain you with vain efforts to delcribe all our feel- 
ings, I will confi»,l: myfelf to telling you, that after having made 
every neceflary preparation, and divided with my much honoured 
parents the little property I polielTed, I fet fail for India, in a ftate 
of mind compared with which the horrors of annihilation would 
have been enviable : the chaos in my thoughts ms^e me infenfible 
to every objed but one ; and I brooded with a Ibrt of ftupid, 

gloomy indulgence, over the portrait of Mils , which hung 

round my neck, and was my infeparable companion, till the people, 
who feized me as I came alhorc plundered me of it, and thereby 

deprived 
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^S^fived mi of tlic lafl refuge for comfort I had left. Qh ! . mou- 
ftcrs ! barbarians ! had you glutted your favagc fory by diffevering 
my limbs, one after another, from my body, it ivfiuld have been 
metcy, compared with depriving me of that little itaat;^ of her I 
love ! But It is all over, and f lhall foon fink into the grave, and 
never tnca:e be blelled with the view of thofe heavenly features, till 
we mfcet in that region where all tears are wiped away, and where, 
I truft, we fhall be joined together for cndlel's ages, in eternal, 
never-fading blifs !” 


LETTER LII. 


On the day liiccceding that on which 1^ agent of Hy at 
Sahib had held the difeourfe with me, mentioned in my laft I.et- 
ter but one, I was again feht for, and brought to the lame perlbn, 
who alked me, whether I had duly confidered of the important 
offer made me by Hyat Sahib, and of the confequences likely to 
refult from a refofid ? and he apprifed me at the fame time, that 
the command of five thouland men was an honour which the firft 
Rajahs in the Myforcan dominions would gralj? ' at with tranlport. 
I told him I was well convinced of the honour fiich a command 
would confor on any man B%t an Engliihman, whole Country 

being 
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being the obje£l: of Hydeh’s inceflant hortility, would make the 
acceptance of it infamy — that although I knew there were but too 
many Englifhmen apoftates to their Country, I hoped there were 
but few to be found in India willing to accept of any wnoluments, 
however great, or any temptations, however fpecious, to fly from 
the ftandard of their Country, and rally round that of its bittereft 
enemy — that, for my own part, being, of a name ever foremoft 
in the ranks of loyalty and patriotifm, and of a family that had 
hitherto detrafted notliing from the honours of that name, fuch 
an ad of apoftaey would be peculiarly infemous in me, and I 
could view it in nO better light than traitorous and parricidal — 
that, independent of all thofe claims, which were of themfelves 
iiifficient to deter me, I felt within myfclf a principle, perhaps 
innate, peihaps infjnretl by military habit, that forbade my acced- 
ing-— and, finally, appealed to the good fenie Hyat Sahib, 
whether a man who in fuch circumftanccs had betrayed his Coun- 
try, and facrificed her interefts to his own conscience, was- luch a, 
perlbn as confidence could properly be put in.- 

Notwithftaading thefe, and a tboufand odier remonffrance,s, 
which I cannot immediately recoiled, but which the hazards of 
my Situation fuggefted, he ftal’l edntmued to prefe me, and ufed 
every argument, every perfuafion, tha$ kigepuity could didate, 
or Mnts of punifenjcnt enforce, to ifoalte my purpofe — but in 
vain : attachment to Country and Family rofo paramount to all 
atiher coafideratiqns and I gave a per^anptory, beehive refuM. 

Circum- * 
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Circumftanccd as I was, it was impoffiblc for me to keep an 
accurate journal of the various incidents that pafftd, or viciintudes 
of thought that occurred, during the period of my imprifonment. 
Indeed, I was fcarcely confcious of the length of my captivity, and 
could not, till I was releafed^ determine exaftly how long it had 
continued. You muU therefore content yourfelf to he told in ge- 
neral terms, that I was repeatedly urged on the fubjcfl by fair 
perfuafives : they then’ had rccourfe to menace ; then they with- 
held the daily pittance aUowed for my fupport ; and at length 
proceeded to coercion, tying a rope round my neck, and hoifling 
me up to a tree. All this, however, 1 bore firmly : if it had any 
efFeft, it was to confirm me in my refolution, and call in policy 
to the aid of honour’s diflates. Every man of feeling or reafon 
muft allow, that it was better to die, than live a life of fubjeftion 
to tyranny lb truly diabolical. 

Mr. Hall and I, thus drove to the brink of extinftion, yet 
confolcd ourfelves with the refleflion, that thole whom moll: we 
loved were not lharing our unhappy fate, and were fortunately 
ignorant of our fulFerings ; and as I enjoyed perfeft good health, 
hope yet lived within me. 

There is a fpring, an clallicity, in every man’s mind, of which 
the owner is rarely, very rarely conlcious, bccaufe fortunately 
the occafions feldom occur in which it can be brought to the proof ; 
for, as laflitude is the neceflary forerunner of rcfrelhmcnt, fo is 
extreme dcjedlion to the moft, vigorous cxcrcifc of our fortitude. 

So 
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So 1 found it : as the horrors of my fituation thickened. rouiKi me, f 
1 felt my ipirits increafe ; my refolution became- more lirm, my ^ 
hopes more languine— I even began to look forward, afad form 
proje61:s for the future : whole hours amufement, every day and 
every night, arofe from the contemplation of my beloved boy ; I 
in imagination traced his growth, direded his rifing fentiments, 
formed plans for his future fuccefs and profperity, and indulged by 
anticipation in all the enjoyment which I now truft I fhall yet 
have in his ripened manhood. 

Thus we continued for many months, during which no altera- 
tion .whatfbever took place in our treatment or fituation. We heard 
a thoufand contradidory reports of victories gained over the Engliflr, 
and again of fome fuccefles on their part : they, however, defifted to 
prefs me into their fervice. The only relief from our fufferings lay 
in the refources of our own minds, and in our mutual cndcavoui's 
to pleafe and confole one another : the circumflances of aggrava- 
tion were the nccellity of daily bearing witnefs to the moft barba- 
rous punifhments inflided upon wretched individuals under the 
femblance of juftice, and the occafional deprivation of our food, 
either by the fraud of the Sepoys who attended us, or the caprice or 
cruelty of their fuperiors. It is but juftice, however, to lav, that 
tlicv were not all alike : f()me overflowed with mercy, charit^', 
and the milk of human kindnefs; while others, again, were almoft 
as bad men as the Sovereigns they lerved. -We were not allowed 
the life of pen, ink, or paper ; and very feldom could afford our- 
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felvcls the luxury of fhaving, or clean linen : nor were we at all 
{haltered from the inclemency of the weather, till at length a lit- 
tle tpotn was built for us of mud, which being fmall and damp, 
rendered our fituation worfe than it was before. > 

. The prilbner whom 1 have already mentioned, as having, in 
the time of the former Sovereign, held the firft office in Bidanore, 
ftill ccaitinued oppolitc to me ; and he and I at length began to un- 
derftand each other, and found means, by looks, figns and gef- 
tures, to exchange thoughts, and hold an intercourle of fentimeuts 
together. From the circumftance of his being a native, and bet- 
iter {killed in the language than me, he had much better intelligence 
than I could poffibly have, and he was always eager to convey to 
me any circumftance or news that he thought might be agreeable : 
fome meffages alio palled between us, by means of the Sepoys 
who had alternately been his guard and mine— for our guards 
were changed every week. 

Projefts and hopes of a new kind now began to Intrude them- 
felves on my thoughts; and I conceived a defign, which I flattered 
myiclf was not entirely imprafticable, to effect an. efeape, and 
even a revolt in the place, A variety of circumftances concurred 
to perfuade me, that the tyranny of H yde a, and his fervant 
Hyat Sahib, was abhorred, though none dared to give vent to 
their {entiments. I thought I could obferve, that the native pri- 
foner oppofite to me was privately beloved, and might, from the 
recolleilion of his' former dignities, have confiderable influence in 

the 
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the place. Several Arcot Sepoys* and their Officers (fome of them 
belonging to piy own regiment) were alio prilbners at large ; and 
withal I recolledled, that difficulties apparently more ftupend- 
ous bad been overcome by Englilhmen — having often heard it af- 
ferted, that there was not a prifon in the known world out of 
which a Britilh lubjeft had not made his efcape. 

Fraught with thofe conceptions, I attempted to found the Of- 
ficers of the Arcot Sepoys, whether it w'ere not poffible for 
us to effect our cfcapc ? So ardent is tlie flame of Liberty in all 
men’s breafts, fo great is the deteftation of human nature to 
Slavery, that I perceived ■ a manifeft willingnels in the people 
about us to join me in an attempt to procure our liberty, or bring 
about a revolt in the garrifon. My heart beat high with the liope ; 
and I began to flatter myfelf, that the day was not far removed 
when we Ihould not only bid defiance to our tyrants, but even 
make them repent the day on which wc were cafl: alhore on tlieir 
coaft. 

Having thus diflantly founded all who I thought were likely to 
concur, upon^the pradlicability of the attempt, and found them, as 
I conceived, dilpoled to take lharc in it, it yet remained to confidcr 
of the quomodo — and, after having formed the general outlines of 
a plan, to lick it into lhape. The flrfl: of thefe was a critical con- 
lideration : the lecond required addrefs and managem’ent, and 
was likely to be impeded by tlie vigilance of the people about, 
w'hd would not fail to remark, and take the alarm, from any un- 

K '■l ufual 



( w ) 

ufual intercourft or difcoitrfe between us ; and without a mutual 
communication of thoughts, and full deliberation by all parties 
concerned, as well as knowledge of the fort and its different gates, 
nothing could, with any profpe^l of fuccel^ be determined— 
^nothing, without the moft imminent hazard, be attempted. I 
therefore held various councils with my own mind, and with 
Mr. Hall, on the {ubje(Jl — moft of which were abortive, with- 
out* at all difeouraging us. 

At laft I began to think of founding the Bidanore prifoner, 
ci-devant Governor of the place; and determined, if poffiblc, 
to bring him iitto oUr confultations, as I had before hoped to make 
^m a party in the execution of the projcfl: b\it while 1 was 
fettling all this much to my own fatisfadlion, an event occurred 
which extinguifhed all my hopes in that way — of which you fhall 
have an account in mv next Letter. 


LETTTER 
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LETTER LIII. 


HETHER the plan which 1 mentioned in my laft was 
difcovered or not, or from what other motive it arofe, I have not to 
this day been able to decide ; but fo it was, that while my fanguinc 
mind was overflowing with the hope of carrying my projeft foi 
an cfcapc into effeSi, Mr. Hall and I were one day uncxpc6tedly 
loaded with irons, and faftened together, leg by leg, by one bolt. 
This, as nearly as I can compute, four or five months before 
my releafe. Of all the circumftances of my life,, it has made the 
llrongeft imprcflion upon my mind : it unexpcdledly and fhddenly 
broke down the moft pleafing fabric my imagination had ever 
built. The furprife occafioned' by the appcai'ance of tire iro5\s, and 
the precautionary manner in which it was undertaken, was indeed 
great: ftill more was I furpriied to obfcrve, that thd'perfbn 
who was employed to fee this put in' execution, mantfefeed un- 
ufuai emotions, feemed much affefted, and even- fhed tears as he 
looked on : and while the luddennefs and cautionary mode of 
doing it convinced me that feme rcfiflance on our part was appre- 
hended, the fbrrow which the O'ffibcr who feperintended it difelofed, 
portended in my mind a fetal, or at Icaft a very ferious iflue. 

tin- 
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Unfortunately, poor Mr. Hall had for feme time been 
afflifled with a return of his dreadful dilbrder, the dylcnterv ; 
and our being lhackled together incrcaled an unconquerable mortifi- 
cation of feelings which he had before undergone, from a delicacy of 
nature that would have done honour to the moft modeft virgin, be 
|ier fenfibility ever fo exquifite, or her delicacy ever I’o extreme — 
And here, my dear Frederick! I cannot let flip this opportunity 
of remarking to you, that the man, as well as the woman, who 
would render himfelf tnaly amiable in the eyes of his fellow-crea- 
tures, Ihould cultivate delicacy and modefty, as the moft captivat- 
ing of all the moral virtues : from them, heroilrn derives additional 
luftre — wit, ten-fold force — religion and morality, the charms of 
perlliafion — and every perfbnal a£lion of the man, irreliftible dig- 
nity and winning grace. From this unlucky event, I received a 
temporary depreflion ; and the rapidly increafing illnefs of poor 
^Hall rendered my fituation more than ever calamitous V 
when, again, my Ipirits, eagerly prone to gralp at every thing 
that gave a momentary hope of lupport, were a little recruited by 
confufed rumours of the Englifti army having made a defcent on 
the Malabar coaft : and fo powerful is the influence of mind on 
the animal lyftem, that Mr. Hall enjoyed from the report a 
momentary alleviation of his malady ; but, having no medical, 
afliftance, nor even flifficient fiiftenance to further the favourable' 
operations of Nature, he relapfed again ; thedifeafe fell upon him 
with redoubled fiiry ; a very fcanty portion of boiled rice, with a 
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more fcanty morfel of ftinkiiig fait fifh or putrid fleft, was a very 
inadequate fupport for me, who, though emaciated, was in health i 
— and very improper medicine for a perlbn labouring under a ma- 
lady luch as Mr. Hall’s, which required comfort, good medical 
Ikill, and delicate nutritious food. The tea which H.y at Sahib 
had given me was expended ; and w'c were not allowed to be 
fliaved from the hour w'e were put in irons, an indulgence of that*^ 
kind being forbidden by the barbarous rules of the pril’on : and, to 
reliae upon our tortures, llcep,. “• the balm of hurt minds,” was 
not allowed,us uninterrupted ; for, in, conformity to another regu- 
lation, we were diilurbed every half hour by a noife Ibmething 
rcfcmbling a watchman’s rattle, and a fellow who, ftriking every 
part of our irons with a kind of hammer, and examining them 
left they Ihould be cut, broke in upon that kind reftorative, and 
a'lvoke our fouls to frefh hori'ors. 

As it muft be much more natumlly matter of aftonilhmeut that 
any bodily flrength could fupport itlclf under luch complicated cala- 
mities, than that infirmity Ihould link beneath them, you will be ra- 
ther grieved tlian furprifed to hear that poor Mr. Hall was now ap- 
proaching to his end with hourly accelerated fteps.. Every application 
that 1 made in his favour was refufed, or rather treated with cruel 
neglcd and contemptuous filence ; and I forefaw, with inexpreflir 
ble anguifh and indignation, that the barbarians would not abate 
him in his laft minutes one jot of mifery, and that my moft ami- 
able friend was fated to expire under every attendant horror that 
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mere fublunary circmnftances could create. But that pity wliicS 
the mighty, the powerful and enlightened denied, natural bene- 
volence operating upon an uninformed mind, and fcanty ineans, 
afforded us. Hyat Sahib, the powerful, the wealthy, the Go- 
vernor of a great and opulent province, refufed to an expiring fel- 
low-creature a little 'cheap relief— while a poor Sepoy taxed hit 
little means to fupply it : one who guarded us, of his own accord, 
at hazard <ff imminent punifhment, purchaled us a lamp and a 
little oil, which we burned for the laft few nights. 

Philofophers and Divines have declaimed upon the advantages: 
of a M'eli-fpent life, as felt in artietdo mortis ; and their effort; 
have had, I hope, fome effeft upon tlie lives of many. To wit- 
nefs one example fuch as Mr. Hall held forth, would be wortl 
volumes of precepts on this fubjeft. The unfeigned refignation 
with which he met his diflblution, and the majeftic fortitude with 
which he looked in the face the various circumftances of ho^lUr 
that furrounded him, rendered him the moft dignified objedl I ever 
beheld or conceived, and the moft glorious inftance of confeious 
virtue triumphing over the terrors of death, and the cunning bar- 
barity of Mankind. Were the progrefs of virtue attended with 
pain, and the praftice of vice with plealiire, the adoption of the 
former would be amply r^id by its foothings in the dreadful mo- 
ment, even if it were to accompany us no . further. About a 
quarter of kn hour before he died, Mr. Hall broached a moft 
tender fobjeft of converfation, which he followed up with a feries 
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■of obfcrvations, fl) truly refined, Ibcxquifitcly turned, fo delicate 
and lb pathetic, that it I'cjemcd almofb the language of infpiration, 
as if, in proportion to tlie decay of the lx>dy, intcllecl; inci'cafed, 
and the dying man had become all mind. Such a coavcrlation i 
iie^'cr remembered to have heard, or heard of. Its efiedls upon 
me were wondcrflil ; for, though the combination of melancholy 
circumhanccs attending my now critical fituation hadalmoft railed 
my mind to frcnKy, the lalutary influence of his words and exam- 
ple controuled the cxceffcs of my lenliuions ; and I met the afliid- 
ing moment of his departure with a degree of tranquillity, which, 
though not to be compared to his, ha!s on reflcblion appeared to 
me aflonilhing. This convcrl'ation continued to the very inltant 
of liis death ; during which time he held my hand clalped iii his, 
frequently enforcing his kind expreflious to me with a Iqueezc— 
while my Ibrrow, taking its moll: ealy channel, bedewed my face 
with tears. As he proceeded, my voice was choaked M’ith my feel- 
ings ; and I attempted once or twice in vain to I'peak. His hand 
grew cold : he laid his lower limbs were all lifelels, and that l.-e 
felt death coming over him with flow creeping fl?eps— He again 
moralized, thanking God w ith pathetic fervour for his great merev 
in leaving him his intclleds unclouded, and the organ of commu- 
. nication (the tongue) unenfeebled, that, to the laft, he might 
Iblace his friend and felTow-luflerer-— “ Ah ! Campbet.;. !” con- 
tinued he, “ to what a leries of mileries am I now leaving you ! 
Death in fuch circumflanccs is a blefling— I view mine as lueh ; 
and fhould think it more lb, if it contributed, by awakening thofe 
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people to a fenfe of their cruelty, to {often their rigour to you : 

but cruelty like their’s is {yftematic, and {loops not to the controul 

of the feelings. Could I hope that you would yet efcape from 

their clutches, and that you would once more prefs your family to 

your bolI)m, the thought would brighten {lill the moment of our 

* 

{eparation : and, oh ! my friend ! could I {till further hope that you 
would one day {ee my moft beloved and honoured parents, and telJ 
them of my death without wringing their hearts with its horrid 
circumftances, offer them my la{l duties, and tell how I revered 

them— If, too, you could fee my , and tell her how far, far 

more dear than — !” Here he turned his eyes toward the lamp, 

then faintly on me— made a convullive effort to fqueeze my hand 
—cried out, “Campbell! oh, Campbell I the lamp is going 
out !” and expired without a groan. 

The recital of this a{Bi6llng event has called up to my fancy 
lively a pidlure of the Icene as it palTed with all its horrors— horrous 
which outflrip all efforts of defeription, and baffle all power of 
language — that my feelings are in part renewed, and I find inyfolf 
incapable of proceeding further at prefent. 


LETTER 
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L E T T E R LIV. 


F OR fome time I was loft in grief for the death of Mr. 
Hall. Though I had long expelled it, and might confcquently 
GcTuppofcd to ha\ e wafted great part of my forrow in anticipa- 
tion ; yet^ H^ng only confidercd and fell the"'pmnt "before*liis 
death merely as it refpeded him and his misfortunes, a great 
tion of the calamity remained unconceived : and, now that he 
was dead, I began for the firft time to confider and feel the fub- 
je61: as it concerned myfelf. Reflexion told me, that he was hap- 
pily relieved from woe, and in a ftate of blifs--- 

“ After life’s fitful fever, he fleeps well : 

.. . Nor fteel nor poifon, 

“ Malice dotneflic, foreign levy — nothing 
“ Can touch Jiim further !” 

But I ftill remained a prey to perhaps new barbarities, without 
hope of relief from the old. No partner to fharc, no Ibclal conxxrfe 
to alleviate, no friend to confole me under my afflidions, 1 looked 
at the body of’ my friend with envy, and lamented that death had 
not afforded me, too, a fhelter from the cruelties which fate 
feemed determined to heap upon me. 
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It is impollible for me to exprefs to you the agonies of mind 1 
underwent durijig tlie rclT: of the night. In the morning, a report 
was made to the Commandant, of the death of Mr. Hall ; and 
in about aft hour after, he pailcd me by, but kept his face purpofclv 
turned aw’ay from me to the other fide. I patiently waited for tiic 
removal of the dead body till the evcniitg, when I defircd the Sepoys 
who guarded me to apply for its being removed. They returned, 
and told' me that they could get no anfwcr refpedting it. 
c ame on, but, there was no a ppeamprp o.' :»wantignt o unfetter 
rtie from if The Commandant was fitting in his Court, 

adminiftcring, in the manner I have before deferibed, jujlice ! 
I called out to him myfelf with all my might, but could get no an- 
i'wer from him. Nothing could equal my rage and confternation ; 
for, excluiiveof the painfuHdeanf being fhackled to the dead body 
of a friend I loved, another circumftance contributed to make it a 
lerious fubjeft of horror. In thofe climates, tire weatlicr is fo in- 
tcnfely hot, that putrefaction almoft inftantly fucceeds death ; and 
meat that, is killed in the morning, and kept in the lhade, will be 
unfit for dreffing at night. In a fubjeCt, then, on which putrcfuClion 
had made advances even before death, and which remained expoled 
to the open air, the proccls muft have been much more rapid. So 
far, however, from compaffioiiating my fituation, or indulging me 
by a removal of the body, their barbarity luggefted to them to 
make it an inftrument of punilhraent ; and they pertinacioufly ad- 
hered to the moft mortifying lilence and difregard of my complaints. 

For 
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I'or leveral days and nights it remained attached to me bv the irons. 

‘ — IB I - ■ II r I — ^ • •• — " 

I grc^v almoft diftra6led— wifhed for the means of putting an end 
to IB} miicnes by death, and could not move without watnehitii 
lome new ftage of putrefcence it attained, or breathe without in* 
ii-iling tlic putrid effluvia that arofe from it — while mvriads oi 
die.-; and loathfome inlects reded on it, tlie former of which every 
now and then vifitcd me, crawling over my face and hands, and 
liohting; in hundreds on mv victuals. I never look back at this 
crifis without confufiou, horror, aud even adonifliment ; and, 
were it not connetded with a chain of events preceding and fubfe- 
quent to it, too well known by refpc^table people to be doubted, 
and too much interwoven v\'ifh a part of the liidory of the lad war 
in India to admit of doubt, 1 ihoiild not only be afraid to tell, but 
aWblutcIy doubt myfelf whether the whole was not the illndon ot 
a dream, rather than credit t.hc podibility of my enduiing fuch 
unheard-of harddiips without lofs of life or deprivation of fenfes^ 
At lad, when the body had reached that Ihocking loalhfomc, 
date of putrefaidion which threatened that further delay would 
render removal abominable, if not impodible, the raonders agreed 
to take it away from me— and I was fo far relieved : hut-thc mor- 
tification and injury I underwent from it, joined to the agitatioti 
of the preceding week, made a vifible inroad on my health. 1 
totally lod: my fpirits ; my appetite entirely forfi)ok me ; my long- 
nouriihed hopes fled ; aud I looked forward to death as tire only 

dciirablc 



( 86 ) 

(IcfiraWe event that was within the verge of likelihood or pofn* 
hilitv. 

^ One** dav, my oppofite friend (the native priioner^ gave me a 
ook of the moft interelfling and encouraging kind ; and I per- 
•eived a more than vdual buftle in the citadel, while the Sepoys 
iiformed me that they were ordered on immediate fervice, and 
Irat fome events of great importance had taken place. From this 
eeble gleam, my mind, naturally a6Uve, though deprefled by 
circumftances of unufual weight, again took fire, and hope bright- 
ened with a kind of gloomy light the prolpeft before me : I re- 
volved a thouland things, and drew from them a thoufand fur- 
mifes ; but all as yet was only conjedure with me. In a day or two, 
the buftle increafed to a high pitch, accompanied with marks of 
confternation : the whole of the troops in the citadel were ordered 
to march ; and the Commandant, and a man with a hammer and 
inftruments, came to take off my irons. 

P Wliile they were at work taking off my irons, I perceived 
that they were taking off thofe of the native prifbner oppofite to 
me alfo. He went away under a guard : we looked at each 
other complacently, nodded and fmiled, as who fhould Czy^ “ we 
hope to fee one another in happier times not far diftant.” But, 
alas ! vain arc human hopes, and fhort and dark is the extent of our 
utmoft forefight ! This unhappy man, without committing any 
fort of offence to merit it, but in conformity to the danonable, 
barbarous policy of thofe Countries, was, by the Jemadar’s 
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orders, taken forth, and his throat cut ! This tlie Jemadar Film- 
felf afterwards acknowledged to me — and, what was Hill more 
abominable if poflible, undertook to juftify the proceeding upon 
the principles of reafon, found ftnle, ahd precedent of Afiatic 
policy. ^ j 0 • 

In order to elucidate the whole of this bufinefs^ it is. neceflTary 
for me to recur to events which happened aivtecedent to this time, 
but of which, by reafon of my lituation, I was then entirely ig- 
uoj'tint ; and as they involve, not only the grounds of my fuble- 
quent elcape and proceedings, but a confiderable portion of hif- 
torical faCl, and fome of the material interefts of the Eaft India 
Company, I will be the more particularly careful in relating 
them, and tlefre from you a proportionate lhare of attention— 
But their importance entitle them to a feparate letter : therefore 
conclude with alluring you, &c. kc. 


l.KTTER. 
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I- E T T E R LV. 


H YDEK Alli Khawn, latc Nabob of Myfure, and 
father to the prefent Tippoo Sahib Sultajn, was as extraor- 
dinary a man, and perhaps poffefTed as ‘great natural talents, as any 
recorded in the page of Hiftory. Born and bred up in the lowcfi 
ranks of an unenlightened and ignorant People, and to the lull 
day of his life perfedtly illiterate, he not only emerged from his 
native obfeurity by the vigour of his muid and body, but became 
an objett of terror and admiration to furrounding Potentates, 
Early initiated in the habits and inured to the toils of a military 
life, he role, by the gradual fteps of promotion, to a rank u hich 
afforded an opportunity of difplaying his capacity and prowefs: 
he foon obtained the command of that army in which he had once 
ferved as a common foldier, and immediately demonftrated that the 
fublimity of his mind was formed to keep pace with his extraor- 
dinary elevation. 

The Marhattas, the moft formidable people in Hither India, 
bordered on the Myforean dominions, and kept their neigh- 
bours, by frequent hoftilities, in i. continual Hate of awe- 
making incurfions on their territories, and taking polTefllon, by 
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force of arms, of large portions of their Country : but no foonojj 
had Hyder got the command of the armies of , his Country, thaa 
he drove back the Marhattas from the Myforean dominions, which 
he extended by confidcrablc acquifitions from the Marhatta fron- 
tiers ; and followed up his conquefts with fuch fuccelsful ardour, 
tliat he compelled that warlike Nation to refpedl his Countrymen 
as their equals, if not fupcriors, in military achievement. Thus, 
while he ingratiated himfelf with his Sovereign and Fellow-citi- 
z^is by his wifdom, he acquired the admiration of the Soldiery by. 
his pcrfonal addrefs and valour ; and at the fame time, by the fcve- 
rity of his difciplinc, and the occafional aufterity of his deportment, 
maintained an awe over them, which ftrengthened his autliority 
without diminifhing their affedlion, 

Hyder was therefore now arrived at tliat point of elevation, 
beyond which no exertion of mental capacity, if governed by ■v ir- 
tue or integrity, could raife him — So far he owed all to genius ; 
but his towering ambition looked higher; and, unreftrained bv 
anv principle of religion or morality, he determined to accom- 
phfli, at any rate, that which be knew nothing but crime could 
accomplifh. With wicked deliberation he looked forward into 
the womb of time, and with unparalleled policy arranged the 
whole fyftem upon" which he was to aft, when that order of 
things his penetrating and intuitive genius enabled him to fee 
would naturally arife from each other, ihould affi:)rd him a proper 
«pportutiity. Although he was utterly ignorant of books, and of 
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courfe could derive little benefit fronj the examples of the great 
and ambitious men recorded in Hiftory, yet, drawing upon the In- 
finite rcfourccs of his own mind or information, he adopted the 
very fame means of furthering his views ; and forefeeing, that, 
with an immenlc army devoted to his interefts, few things would be 
unattainable, he applied.himfelf diligently to model and form that of 
the Kino of Mysore to thegreateft perfeftion in dilclpline, and to 
Tender it attached to his perfon, and fubfervient to his views, b) a 
Ikilful mixture of feverity and relaxation, toil and reward, dan- 
ger and applaufe, which none but a mafter-hand like his u'as ca- 
pable of exactly compounding. 

The death of his Sovereign the King of Mysore at length 
afforded him the opportunity to which he load fo long, and with 
fo prophetic an eye, located forward — and gave him ample room 
for felf-gratulation on the Icorc of his lagacity and prudence.. 

The Heir in fucceffion to the Throne being then aa infant, the 
politic Hyder, letting aiidc all claims of the k’mdredof the young 
Prince, took upon himlelf the guardianlhip — under the, title of 
Regent alTumed the fupreme authority — and,, though too well, 
aware of the inviolable attachment of the People to their lawful 
Monarch to put him direfUy to death, ufurped the Throne, and 
configned him to imprilbnment in Seringapatam, the capital of 
.^e Mylbrean dominions^ 

Having thus, by his talents, acquired tlje poflblfibn of the 
Throne, he gave a large range to the fublimity of his views, and 
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fton difplayed the cxhauftlefs refources of his mind lu the new 
ofiice of Governor and Legiflator — forming fuch vafl: well-or- 
dered military cflablilhments, and Inch judicious and ialutary civil 
inflitutions, as made him blaze forth at once the terror of his 
neighbours, and rendered him, in the fequel, the moft powerful 
and formidable Potentate in the Hither Peninfula. In carrying 
on thofc, his deficiency in letters was lupplied by his vigilance 
and lagacitv, lharpened by lulpicion : three fecrctaries executed 
all his orders in feparate apartments ; and if, on comparifon, they 
were found to differ, he who committed the error received {«n- 
tence of death. His natural cmelty made him take the execution 
of their fentcnce upon himfelf not unfrequcntly ; to flice off a head 
with his own hand, or fee it done by others, was a luxurious re- 
creation to the fanguinary Hyde a. 

The natural fagacity of this great man fuggelled, that in or- 
der to accomplilh the extenfive objeds which his a£live and ambi- 
tious temper held up to his imagination, the introduflion of the 
moft perfect military dheipline was above all other things nccef- 
fary ; and his judgment informed him that the European was the 
beft. He therefore held out the moft tempting allurements to 
military adventurers, and particularly to thole, whether black or 
white, who had been trained in the lervice of the Englilh Eaft 
India Company : he fent emilTaries, for the purpole, to all parts 
of India, with inftruAioiis to offer great rewards; and carried 
this defign fo far, that whenever accident of war threw perfons of 
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that tlc^ription Into his hands, he never fiiiled to detain . theiti^ 
and, if they refnicd to enter into his lerv'ice, treat them with the 
moft unpardoriable rigour and barbarity; and by thefe means 
brought his army to a ftate of perfection till then unknown to a 
Black Power, fie did not ftop there, but determined to eiftaibli/h 
a Navy — ^by large o^rs allured many Ihip-carpentcrs and artizans 
from Bombay*— made no inconfiderable progrets in conftrufting 
dock-yards^ and had adually equipped lome fhips of the line, be- 
tides frigates, fitted to encounter European Teas. Indeed, Iw 
feerhed to have carried his views of conquefr even to the Polar 
regioHS ; for it is a tlvit he directed his people, iii conftruCling 
thofo veffels, to fit them for encountering foas^ of ice, or, as. he 
called it, the thick water. 

To a man of I'uch ardent ambition arud- deep penetration, the 
rafr power which, the Englilh Eaft India Company had acquired, 
-and were daily acquiring, in the Ea-ft, could not fail to be an ob- 
jeCl of jealoufy. He conceived a deadly and implacable auimofity 
to the Britilh Nation, Avhich influenced his whole fneceeding life,, 
ended only with his death, and w'as then tranjinitted to his fon 
Tippoo Sahib, with the exaClion of a foitemu oath, ever to rptaia-. 
thofe fentiments. 

A coincidence of circumftanees, which has feldom occurred in 
the fortunes of men, tended, at a lucky crifis, to further the bi^d 
projeCls of Hydeb ; a»id neither foituae, though extremely pro- 
piticrus to him, nor his own unbounded talents and'enegcric Ipirit,. 
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favoured the execution of tliem,, more than the bungling politics,, 
the ludicrous ambition, andl the confequent unjuftifiable proceed- 
Inga,' of one of evr Prefidencics in India — I mean Bombay. 
Fortunately^ ithe wifdom and moderation of our Eaft India Coun- 
cils at thiS' day, vindicate the wounded chara<5lcr of the Britilh. 
Nation, and juftify me in the remarks I make. 

An ambitious and profligate Chief of the Marhatta tribes—his- 
name, Rots AN ACT Row — had been depofed by the wife men of 
his Country, for ha ving murdered his nephew, in order to ufurp' 
the Throne of Setter^. He. fled to Bombay,, and,, by fpecious 
promiles and pecuniary bribes, prevailed on that RreJidency to af- 
ford him an afyium,, and fimfly to take up arnas in his. defence 
againft the united Marhatta States, who at the very time were 
able to* rail'e an army of ’ three huiidred thoulaivd fighting men. 
Hoftilities were firR commenced by the Englifll ; and by them 
peace was firR- propoied.. The, treaty of Poonali was. made, by 
which it was. provided that RogaiNaut Row foould quit Bom- 
bay; and by the Engfhh the provifions of that treaty were 
■broken-r?for, in direil vidation. of it,. RooAJtAKT was kept at 
Bombay.. This breach, of the treaty led. to another;, for this- 
erafty and unprincipled Chief mftde ufo of it with fuch addrels as 
to perfuade that Prefidency to attack the Marhattas again >— by 
magnifying the power of his party among hjs Countrymen, he 
prevailed' upon them once more to aflert his rights and the Prefi- 
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«lcncy of Calcutta, J amt afraid, vi'crc in.duced to join .tliat. of 
©ombay in the plan. , . > 

, happened Uufofttinately, that at this time the Chaif of Bom- 
bay was fUled by a perfon the moft unqualified, ptobably, that 
t'ould be found in any community for an office of fuch importance 
— Governor Hornby. He was allowed, by the almoft unani- 
mwis confent of thofe who knew his private or public charafler, 
to be ignorant, not only of the firft principles of Government, but 
of the ordinary knowledge requifite for a Gentleman ; and for 
luch a Icrious trull: as Bombay he was peculiarly difqualified by 
an unbounded lull of gain, to which all other paffions yielded up 
the dominion of his heart. A temper and intclleft of this kind 
were rendered ftill more incapable of the enlarged views the Re- 
prelentativc of a great Nation in a diftant Colony ihould polTcls, 
by a mercantile education and habits, which narrowed even his 
circumlcribcd mind, and left him not a fentiment, not an idea, 
that was not merely commercial. The adminiftration of fuch a 
man was exafUy what might have been cxpeflcd ; and, inftead 
of afferting the dignity of Great Britain, or promoting the ad- 
vantage of his employers — narrow policy, fclfiffi views, and an 
indefatigable effort to enrich himfelf, made the whole tifluc of his 
condud in India. 

Blinded by the plaufible infinuations of Rogan aut, and ftimu- 
latcd by a Juft for conqueft, which would have been unjuftiiiable 
even in the proud prejudices of aft hereditary Defpot, but which 
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were peculiarly vicious and ridiculous in ar body of Merchants 
who were themfelves I'ubjeds, the Eaft India Company’s Serv'ants 
again determined to fupport, by force of arms, that moll: atro- 
cious murderer : and with the contemptibly inadequate force of 
four thoufand men, encumbered with an unwieldy train of bag- 
gage and fervants for the accommodation of finikin voluptuous 
Officers, and led^ by two doughty compting-houfe champions. 
(Carnac and MoIittn); with Colonel Egerton as Military' 
Aj^ijiant rather than Commander, they let out,, to encounter the 
whole torrent of the Marhatta force, and condud Roganaut to 
Pooiiah. 

Had Roganaut advanced at the head of his own partizans 
only, the Chiefs of the Marhatta Nation might poffibly have 
taken different lides of the quellion, and left between them a 
breach for his arms or intrigues to make an entrance fatal to the 
general caufe of the Covuitry : but the alTaults of a foreign army 
— an army of interefted peculating llrangers, as the Company's 
troops then were — an army of avowed natural enemies, profeffing 
a different religion, entertaining different political principles, and 
formed by Nature of a different complexion' — rouled and united 
them in one common caule, and comprelTed dilcordant interells, 
which had been for time immemorial at irreconcilable variance, 
into one compad body of refiftance, which, as it became more 
firm from the ftrokes of hollility, could not, in the nature of 
things, be lubdued in the lame manner as the unjuftifiable con- 
federacy 
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fetlcracy o{ Kijigs igaiuft France lately united iill the coiifli£lIng 
parties of that Coautry*— converted twenty-feven millions of 
People, male and female, into one compafl armed force — rendered 
them not only im'incible at home, but terrible abroad — and finally, 
has enabled them to beftride, Coluifus like, the univerfe. 


LETTER I.V. 


The approach of the Britifli Troops with. Roganaut 
caufed great alarm at Poonah ; and the Minifters there fent to offer 
terms, which were contemptuoufly reje£led. They then determin- 
ed to lave, by prowefs, thofe rights which they could not preferve 
by juftice or negociatiou — and took the field with liich great force, 
that their menacing enemies found it expedient to conlider of a 
retreat. Thcyhf//^/ R oganaut, finding his plans baffled, fent 
privately to Scindiah, the Marhatta Chief, propofing to him to 
attack the Englilh, and promifing in that cafe to join him with 
his part of the army : his perfidy, however, being difeovered, the 
Englilh Commanders began to retreat, carrying him along with 
them. They were, however, lurrounded, and reduced to make 
themoft abjeft conceffions—offering a carte-blanche to Scindiah 
as the price of a retreat : but that auguft Chief nobly dilBained 
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to take advantage of their fituation, and contented Itimfelf with 
terms which juftice (hould have exadled from them, even if ne- 
ceflity had not compelled their acceptance. The reftoration of 
Sallette, and of the other conquefts made by the Company’s troops 
during the preceding hoftilities, and the delivery of Roganaut’s 
perlbn into the hands of the Marhattas, were among the provifions. 
Rooanaut was delivered up : two hoftages w^erc taken for the 
remaining part of the treaty ; and the harraffed remains of the 
Englilh army were permitted to return to Bombay. 

Rog AN aut having found means to elcapc, reached Surat ; and 
the Company’s Chiefs refufed to comply with the provihons of 
the treaty : notwithftanding which, the noble Marhatta difmiffod 
the hoftages, and prepared for a more manly revenge than that 
which could be wreaked on two defenceleft individuals. General 
Goddart, who had been lent with an army from Bengal, was 
commiflioned to negociate for a pacification : but Scindiah 
making the deliveiy ofRoGANAUT into his hands an indifpcnfabic 
preliminary, the negociation was broken off, and both parties de- 
termined to refer the controverly to the decifion of the Sword. 

Every thing feemed to confpire to chaftife the ralhnels atul 
folly of our Indian Councils. The difficulties in which our Ame- 
rican conteft had involved the Nation, were reported with exagge- 
ration in India, and gave additional firmnels ^ our enemies in 
that quarter. The reftlefs and intriguing fpirit of the Court of 
Verlaillcs found its way with Monfieur St. Lubin to the Ihores 
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of Indoftan, aiid fo powerfully worked upon the nvind of Hydee, 
that he entered into a tieaty with France againfl: England, and 
brought the llrcngth of both into the moft formidable combination 
that ever was made in that Country, to root out the power of 
(rreat Britain from the Ealh 

Thus, by* the depraved politics of the Councils of a petty Settle- 
ment, /werc the important interells of Great Britain in India, and 
the lives and properties of all its fervants in that quarter, at once 
expofed to the fury of three formidable hoftile powers — the Ma- 
rhattiis, Hyuer and the French. 

I will not entangle my narrative ^with a detail of the various 
military operatioits which a rofe from this confederacy : they were 
ini general diladrous to the Englifli, whofe power there was pre- 
ferved from utter annihilation by tlie energetic Councils of Mr. 
Ha STINGS, the unexampled courage of our troops,, and the un- 
paralleled abilities and gallantry of the veteran Sir Eyre Coote, 
That part which applies to my prefent narrative, is the only part 
I think it neceflary to detail ; but 1 wilh you to inform yourfelf 
of all of them fully, by an attentive perufal of the, dijferent hifto- 
ries of that war* 

In order to relieve the Carnatic, which was fuftcring under 
the ravages of a formidable vi<9:orious army, who had not only- 
cut off a great par* of our forces on that coafh, but affronted our 
army even at the walls of Fort St, George, defeents upon the coafls 
of Malabar were planned, in order to, make a diverfion : and’ 
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Tkncral Mathews, in January 1783, landed, with a fniall army 

under his command, at a place called Rajamondroog— took 

Onore, and leveral forts ; and being joined by other troops, w^hich, 

under the command of Colonel Humbertson, had done confidcr- 

able fervices to the Southward, and were now commanded by 

« 

Colonel Macleod, marched from Cundapore, with an army 
qonfifting of twelve hundred Europeans and eight battalions of 
Sepoys, towards Huflaingurry Ghaut, a pafs that leads over thefe 
immenfe mountains which divide the Peninfula , running North and 
South from Perfia to Cape Comorin. After furmounting obftacles 
that would have dilcouragcd a lefs enterprifing Commander, and 
for which 1 refer you to his own Letter, inclofcd herewith,* he 
mounted the Ghaut, carrying every thing before him with tlic 
fixed bayonet ; and reached, within a ihort march of Hydcrna- 
gur, the place where I was confined. Thole operations were 
undoubtedly much facilitated by the death of Hyder Alli, 
w^hich happened while I was in prlfon, and which drew the at- 
tention of Tibpoo Sahib to affairs of more immediate importance 
tloan the defence of the Malabar forts. 

I have thus digrefled from the ftraight path of mv narrative, 
in order to explain to you the occafion of the extraordinary revo- 
lution that fo luddenly took place in the fort, which I flated to 
you in my laft Letter but one— You Will therefore Ic'ok back to 
the conclufion of that Letter, from whence I again take up my 
narrative. 

N ‘2 1 

♦ See A]ipciidi:. 



( 100 ) 


I was utterly at a lofs to conjecture what this fo fudden rclb- 
lution to releafe me and my oppofite fellow -prifoner meant. I 
•ndeavoured to get fomc explanation of it from the perfons about 
me ; but ail I could at the time colIeC-t was, that the Jemadar had 
directed me to be taken out of irons, and ordered me to appear 
before him. 1 walked out of the citadel with tw’o or three men who 
had got charge of me : it was a delightful afternoon ; and my 
fenfations on once more revifiting the open air— -at again viewing 
the vaft expanfe of the firmament above, and the profufion of 
beauties with which Nature embellilhed the earth beneath— were 
too blifsful, too fublime, for defeription. My heart beat with in- 
voluntary tranfports of gratitude to that Being from which all 
^rung ; and I felt that Man is, in his nature, even without the in- 
tervention of his reafon, a being of devotion. For an hour of 
filch delight as I then experienced, a year of imprifbnment was, 
1 thought, hardly too dear a price, Thofe exquifite fenfations 
Jnlenfibly led my heart to the moft flattering prefages : the ani- 
mal fpirit appeared to have, in correfpondence with the body, 
fhaken off a load of chains ; and as I walked along, 1 feemed to 
tread on air. 

As we proceeded forward, we found, at fome diftance front 
the fort, an open dooly, into whidi the guards forcibly crammed 
me ; and I was carried off, frill attended by the fomc men. As 
we went along, they gave me to underftand that Hyat Sahib, 
the Jemadar, was at a place ten or a dozen miles difrant frenn 
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JBidanore. I thought it within myfelf a moft extraordinary cir- 
cumftance,and was atalofe toconjedhire for what purpofe he re- 
quired my prefence there. Perhaps, thought I, it is to deliver me 
perfonally into the hands of Tippoo — perhaps to lend me to Se- 
rin gapatam. Sulpcnfe whetted my curiolity ; and impatience to 
know my fate, fet my mind afloat upon a wide fea of conjedurc. 
Still, however, ray fenfes acknowledged a degree of pleafure in- 
delcribable — I inhaled the frelh air with greedinels, and, as I 
fnuffed it in, laid to myfelf, “ Well, well — at the worft, this 
will enliven my Ipirits, and lay up a new liock of health and 
vigour, to enable me to endure with manhood whatever other 
fufFerings the barbarians, into whole hands I have fallen,, may 
have in /lore for me..’*' 

When we had got about a mile from the fort, we met a pcrlbn 
attended by three others, all on horfcback. He was a man of conli- 
derable rank in that Country, and I recollefled to have fecn him at 
the Jemadar’s Durbar, where he had manifefted a favourable dif- 
polition towards- me, looking always gracioully, and nodding to 
me, which, conlidering my circumllances and his, was not a little 
cxtraor<Hnary. The moment he recognized me, he leaped from 
his horle,. apparently in great agitation : then, turning to the guards,, 
ordered them to leave me immediately — laying at the fame time 
that he would be anfwerable for the confequcnccs. They leemed 
at lirft to helitate whether they would obey him or not; but on 
his fliaking at. them hisfword, which was all along drawn in his 
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hiiiid, and Imcarcd witii blood, and repeating his orders a fecond 
time in a lirm and dccilive tone of voice and manner, they all 
ran oiT. 

As loon as wc were uione, he re\'ealed to me, that he had all 
aloxig known who I was— >had moft heartily pitied my fufFcrings, 
and privately entertained the moft anxious wifties to ferve me, but 
could not venture to interfere — the leaft jealoufy, when once 
awakened, being there always followed up by fummary vengeance. 
He tltcn mentioned his name, informing me tliat he was the fon 
of a Nabob near Vellore, whole dominions had been w refted from 
him bv force, and united to the Carnatic ; that his familv had rc- 
ceived great favours from my father, in return for which he felt 
himfelf bound to do me every fervicc in his power ; but that, 
having been, after the misfortunes which befel his family, taken 
into the fervice of Hyder, and holding tiien a place of coufe- 
quence under him, he was difqualified from demonftrating his 
gratitude and efteem in- the way he wilhed : he added, he had juft 
come from the fummit of the Ghauts, where he left the Englilh 
army polled, after their having beat the Circar troops, and car- 
ried all the ftrong works which had been crededfor the defence of 
the pafles, and were deemed from their lituation impregnable ; 
that tlie Jemadar, Hyat Sahib, had gone thither to encourage 
the troops, and animate them to one grand effort of refiftance, 
and would remain there till the lucceeding day — Here he ftopped, 
and leemed much agitated; but, recovering himlelf loon, laid, in a 
. folemn 
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folemii and alarming manner, ** This day I heard Hyat Sahiu 
give orders to bring you before him, in order that he might fatiate 
his revenge by your death ! How happy am I in having an oppor- 
tunity to refcue you ! I will carry you back with me, therefore, 
to Bidanore, and place you in a ftate of fecurity with my family.”* 


LETTER LVIL. 


Such unprecedented generolity affc6ted me fenfibly. 
To run fuch a hazard as he muft have incurred, merely from a 
principle of gratitude for fcrvices fo remote in both time and per- 
Ibn, was more than we could hope to find, even among Engliih- 
men, who boaft of their fuperior juftice and generofity — but in a 
native of Indioftan^ where the tide of hyman feeling runs rather 
low, was aflonifhing. As well as my limited knowledge of the 
language of the Country enabled me, I endeavoured to make him 
a fuitable acknowledgment : in fuch a caufe, dullnels muft have 
become eloquent ; and I lamented that my deficiency in the lan- 
guage prevented my giving vent to the extreme fullnels of my 
heart. He feemed, however, to be latisficd with my meaning ; 
and I -was juft on the point of returning with him to Hydernagur, 
when we were fuddenly ftartlcd by the Jemadar’s mufic, whiah 
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v\ as footi afterwards fucceeded by the appearance of his guards 
advancing towards us at fomc diftancc. He teemed confounded 
and alarmed*— lamented, in warm ternns,. his incapacity to ferve 
^e— -and, pointing to a path which wound through a wood that 
lay on either fide of the ro^, dirc&ed me to ftrike into it imme- 
diately, faying, that by following that route, I thould certainly 
fall in with the Britiih army. He then rode away, and I followed 
his advice, and proceeded for fome time through the wood with- 
out interruption; for, though I did not implicitly believe the 
aflertion that Hyat Sahib meant to have cut me off, I deemed it 
prudent to avail myfelf of the opportunity which offered to cftcfl 
my elcape, apprehending a worfe fate than death, namely, being- 
fent prifoner to Seringapatam. 

Finding myfelf fairly extricated, I began to examine my fitu- 
ation, and to refledl on the different converfations which had paflfed 
between Hyat Sahib and me, and on his condufl previous to 
my being put in irons. I recolleded the information I had from 
time to time received, touching tlic Jemadar’s difpofition, 
Htder’s death, Tippoo Sahib’s chara6ter and avowed hatred 
of Hyat, and the nature of the inhabitants. I moreover took 
into confideration, that my ftrength was impaired, and my con- 
ftitution undermined ; and that my profpefls in India, in point of 
fame or emolument, could only be promoted by feme extraordi- 
nary exertion, or feme hazardous enterprife. The refelt of the 
whole was a determination on my part , to return back to the fort, 

and 
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and venture an attempt to pcrfuade the Jemadar to offer propofals 
for an accommodation to General Mathews, and to make me 
the inftrument of his ncgociation. 

In purfuance of this determination, I returned ; and at about 
fix o’clock in the evening re-entered the fort, and proceeded to the 
palace of the Jamadar, where, defiring an audience, I was ad- 
mitted. At the very firft: fight of him, I could perceive in his 
appearance all the mortification of falling power. He received 
nie with a gloomy countenance, in which there was more of 
thoughtful fadnefs than of vindidtive fury. After a minute’s 
filence, however, he laid tome, “ Well, Sir! you have heard, 
I fuppofe, that the Englilh army are in poflelfion of the Ghauts, 
and doubtlefs know that the cuftoms of this Country authorifo my 
proceeding againfi: yovi with the utmofi: rigour.” Here he paufed 
for a few moments— then proceeded thus : “ Neverthelefs, in con- 
fideration of your family — in confideration of the regard I ha%^e 
for a long time conceived for you, from obferving your condiu!:!, 
and ftrid adherence to truth in anfwering all my quefiions, and 
Hill more on account of the fiilFerings which you have lufiaincd 
with fortitude, I will allow you to cfcape ; hafie you, thc/i, 
away— fly from this fort diredly— begone !” Then waving his 
Imnd as a fignal for me to depart, averted lii- fi’ce from me, and 
looked another wa}'. 

1 thought that this M'as a Aery favourable opportunity for my 
intended purpole, and entreated him to hear me while I laid a 
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few words of perhaps more moment to him than to myfelf, 
He.agaia turned tow'ards me ; and, nodding alTent, while his eye 
befpoke impatient curiolity, 1 proceeded— And, hrlb, I exprefled, 
in the llrongeft terms 1 was able, the high fciife 1 entertained of 
the favourable reception I met with wlien 1 hrft came to tlie fort ; 
aiTuring him, that 1 ihould never forget the kindnels he fliewed 
me on that occalion, and that in my confcience I imputed all the 
lufferings I had undergone wholly to or<ters which he had been 
obliged to execute, and not to any want of humaiuty in himfclf. 
liere I perceived the clouds which had overfpread his countenance 
begin gradually to diiperle, and with the greatei' confidence pro- 
ceeded to fay, that if he would condefeend to give me a patient 
hearing, and not take my boldirefs amifs, I would venture to in- 
trude upon him with my advice. At this he ftared at me with a 
look of lurprife — paufed — then laid, that he authorilcd me to 
Ipeak whatever 1 plcafed — continuing, in a tone of gentle melan- 
choly, “ But of what ufe can your advice be to me now ?” 

Having thus obtained his permiffion, 1 began by compliment- 
ing him on his great talents and temper in govciming — on his fide- 
lity, zeal and attachment to Hyder^ — and on the mild and bene- 
ficent ufe which he was acknowledged to have made of the un- 
bounded power veiled in him by that great Prince, which was the 
more extraordinary, confidering how many examples he had to 
juftify him in a contrary praflice. I reminded him, however, 
that circumllances were at prefent widely different from what 
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they then were — that he had now got a very different Sovereign 
to ferve— that he had no longer the tender father (for fo Hyde* 
might have been conhdered to him), but Tippoo Sultan, now 
the mafter, once the rival, whofe meaiurcs he had always op- 
pofed, againft whom he had once laid a moft ferious charge, and 
who, confidering the firmnefs of his nature, could not be reafbn- 
ably fuppofed to have forgiven him ; and I hinted, that whatever 
external appearance of regard Tippoo might from the political 
neceffity of the moment affume, his temper, and the fpirit of 
Aliatic policy, were too well known to have a doubt remaining, 
that ib far from continuing him (Hyat) in the fame power and 
authority which he enjoyed during the life of his father Hyder, 
he would, on the contrary, proceed againft him with rigour and 
cruelty. 

Here I perceived the Jemadar involuntkrily nodding his head in 
a manner which, though not intended for my obfervation, denoted 
internal aflent ; and was convinced that I had exaftly fallen in 
with the current of his own thoughts. No wonder, indeed, the*} 
Ihould be his fentiments ; for they had long been the fentimeiits of 
all perfbns who had known the circumftances of the Nabo!)’s fa- 
mily. 

Having, therefore, gone as far on that point as I conceived to 
be neceflary to awaken the mind of Hyat to the prccarioufnefs, 
or rather danger of his fituation with Tippoo, I painted to him, 
in the ftremgeft colours I was mafter of, the humanity, the fidelity, 
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the bravery aitd generolity of the Englifli, which, I faid, were fo 
unlverfally acknowledged, that even their worft enemies bore tcf. 
timony to them : and I affured him, that if, inftcad of making an 
unavailing oppohtion to them, he would throw himfelf with con- 
fidence upon their protedion, and become their friend, he would 
not only be continued in his ftation, power and authority, and fup- 
po^-ted as heretofore, but be made a much greater man, with jftiU 
greater fecurity, than ever he had been before. 

' This was the general Icope of my argument with hini ; but 
there were many more which fuggefted themfelves at the time, 
though I cannot now remember them. 1 enforced them with all 
the power I had ; they were liipported by the acknowledged clia- 
rader for generolity of the Englilh, and ftill more by Hyat’s 
apprehenlions of Tippoo ; and they had their elFedl. That very 
night he authorifed me to go to the Britifli General ; and, though 
he would not commit himfelf by fending proposals iii' writing, he 
conlented to receive them from the General, and promifed to wait 
for my return till day-light the next morning — adding, that if 1 
did not appear by that time, he would go off with his family and 
trealiire to fomc other place, and fet the town, powder-magazine 
and llore-houfes on fire, leaving a perlbn of diftinguilhed charac- 
ter to defend the citadel or inner fort, which was ftrong, with a 
deep ditch, and mounted with many pieces o£ canQon, and lend 
immediate intelligence to an army of fix thouland horle and one 
thouland infantry, who were at that time on their read from 
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Seringapatam, to haften their progrefs, and make them ad- 
vance with all poffible rapidity ; and he further obferved, that as 
Tippoo himfelf would come to the immediate protedliou of 
his Country, cud, if once come while the Englilh army remained 
in the open f cld, would give them caufe to repent their temerity, 
there was no time to be loft. 

Accompanied by a perfon who had officiated as interpreteir 
between the Jemadar and me, and whole good offices and influence, 
with Hyat, which was very great, I had beeii previoufly lucky 
enough to fecure, I fet off at ten o’clock at night, on horfeback, 
to the Britifh army. My companion was in high Ipirits when we 
let out from the fort ; but as we proceeded, he expreffed great 
apprehenfion of being fhot in approaching the camp, and earneftly 
entreated me fo deep at a choreltry, which lay in our way, till 
morning. His terror muft have been great indeed, to induce him 
to make ftich a propofal, as he knew very well that we had pledged 
ourfclves to be back before dawn next day. I rallied him upon 
his fears, and endeavoured to perfoade him there was not the 
ftnalleft danger, as I knew how to anfwer the outpoffe, when 
they fhould challenge us, in fuch a manner as to prevent their 
firing. As we advanced to the camp, however, his tiepidation 
increafed ; and when we approached the fentries, I was obliged 
to drag him along by force. Then his fears had very nearly 
produced the danger he dreaded, (the almoft invariable effed of 
cowardice) j for the fentry next to us, hearing the ruftling noife, 
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let off his piece, and was retreating when I had the good fortune to 
mako him hear me. My companion, alarmed at the noifc of the 
mufquet, fell down in a paroxyfm of terror, fiom which it was 
fome time before he was completely recovered. The fen try who 
had fired, coming up, conduced us to a place where other fentries 
w'ere polled, one of whom accompanied us to a guard, from 
whence we were brought to the grand guard, and by them con- 
du61ed to the General. 


LETTER LVIII. 


I WAS no lefs pleafed than lurprifed to find, that the 
Commander of this gallant and fuccelsful little army was Gene- 
ral Mathews — an old friend of my father’s, and a perfon with 
whom I had ferved in the Cavalry foon after I entered the fer- 
vice. When 1 arrived, he was fall alleep upon the bare ground 
in a choreltry. His Dubalh, whofe name was Snake, recol- 
lefled me immediately, and was almoft as much frightened at my 
appearance at firll, as my interpreter companion was at the 
Ihot of the fentry ; for it was full five months fince my hair and 
beard had been both lhaved at the Ikme time, during which pe- 
riod a comb had never touched my head: I had no hat— no 
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O^ockiiigs — was ciad i« a pair of very ragged breechps, a fliirt 
whidi was fo full of holes tliat it refembled rather a act than 
a web of cloth, and a v/aiftcoat which had been made for a 
man twice my fizc— while my feet were defended from tlie 
ftones only by a pair of Indian flippers. Snake, as foon as he 
was able to conquer Ids terror, and flop the loquacious cflufions 
of aflonilhment, brought me to the General, whom 1 found fafl 
afleep. \V"e aw'okc him with great difficulty, and, on his difco- 
vering me, expreffed great pleafore and furprife at fo unex- 
pe6ted a meeting ; for, though he had heard of my imprifonment 
at Bidanorc, he did not exped to have had the pleaiure of my 
company fo foon. 

Having flated to the General the nature and obje6l of my, 
miffion, and related to liim what had happened in the fort, he 
inflantly faw the great advantages that mufl accrue from fuch an 
arrangement — entered into a full but Ihort difeulhon of the 
bulineis — fettled with me the plan to be purfued in either cafe of 
Hyat Sahib’s acceding to or difienting from the terms he pro- 
poled to- offer ; and in lels than an hour after my arrival, I was 
dilpatched back to the fort in the General’s palanquin, with a 
cowl from him, fignifying that the Jemadar Hyat Sahib’s 
power and influence Ihould not be kffened, if he Ihould quietly 
furrender up the fort. - Before my departure, the General ex- 
preffed, in the warmeft terms, his approbation of my conduft ^ 
and added, that coufidering the importance of the fort, the ex- 
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i^cnfivc influence of Hyat Sahib, and the advantages that might 
be derived from his experience and abilities, coupled with the en- 
feebled ftate of his army, the benefits of luch a negociation 
fcarcely admitted of calculation. 

Notwithftanding the very flattering circumftances with which 
my prefent purfuit was attended,! could not help, as! returned to 
Hydernagur, finding fome unealy fenfations, arifing from the im- 
mediate nature of the bufinefs, and from my knowledge of the 
faithlefs difpofition of Afiatics, and the little difficulty they find in 
violating any moral principle, if it happens to clalh with their 
intereft, or if a breach of it promifes any advantage. I confidered 
that it was by no means impoflible, that fome refolution adverfe to 
my projc 61 might have been adopted in my abfence, and that the 
Jemadar’s policy might lead him to make my deftruftion a fort of 
propitiation for his former offences, and to fend me and the cowl 
together to Tippoo, to be facrificed to his refentment. Thefe 
thoughts, I own, made a very deep impreffion on my mind— 
but were again effaced by the reflexion, that a laudable mcafure, 
once begun, ought to be perfevered in, and that the accomplifhing 
a plan of fuch importance and incalculable public utility, might 
operate ftill further by example, and produce coufequences of 
w'hich it was impoflible at the prefent to form a conception. 
Thofe, and a variety of luch lliggeftions, entirely overcame the 
fcruplcs and fears of the danger; and I once more entered the 
fort of Hydernagur. At tliis time the Britifh troops were, by de- 
taching 
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tachttvg a part with Cdtomel MACtfioD, to g6t round the tbrt^ 
and attack it in rear, and, by death aitd hckneis, reduced to ie& 
than four hundred Eur^eanG and feven hundred S^ysi without 
ordnance. 

When I delivered the ciawl to the Jfemtdar, he read it, and 
ieeaned pleafed, but talked of four or hve days to con'fidtfr df an 
anfwer^ and ieetned to be wavering in his mind, and labouring 
under the alternate impuhes of oppolite motives »lnd contfadidory 
paiiions. 1 law that it waft a orifis of more importance than any 
other of my life-~a cf ilift in which delay, irrelblutioti, or yielding t* 
the protrafltive expedients of Hyat, might be fktsA, To prevetit, 
therefore, the effads of either treachery or reperitaiKc^ I took 
advantage of the general confufion and trepidation which prevailed 
in the fort-.— collefted the Arcot Sepoys, who, to the Jttumber of 
four hundred, were ;prifoners at large*-*pofted them at the gate^ 
powder-magazines, alid other critical fitoations i; and, having 
taken thefe and other precautions, went out to the Gendfal, who, 
according to the plan concerted between tre, had paftiedon with 
the advanced guard; and, conduflhig him into the fort with 
hardly an attendant, brought him Hraight to the Jemadar’s pre- 
fence while he yet remained in a Ibtte of indecifioii and terror. 
General Mathews, in his 6rll interview with the Jemadar, did 
every thing to rc-affure him, and' confirmed with themoft iolemn 
afieverationft the terms ;of the ccrtvl; hr confcqucncc of which,* 
the 'latter acceded to the propofitions contained in it, and thi 
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Britifk,Colour$ for the firft time waved upon the walls of the chief 
.pf the Country of Biclanore. 

t, ,, Haying thus contributed to put tliis important garrifon,. with 
all its treafures, which certainly were immenfe, into the hands of 
^>c Comply, without the Jols of a lingle mmi, or even the ftrih- 
iiig of a liaglc blpw^ niy exultation was inconceivable ; and, much 
though J waiited money, Lean with, truth aver, that avarice had 
pot;eyenifor an inftantthe Icaft lharc in my fenfations. ’Tis true, 
die coniciouinefs of my fer vices aflured me of a reward; but how 
that reward was to accrue to me, never once was the fubje<5t of my 
coti^mplation— -much icls did 1 think of availing myfelf of the 
inftant occafion to obtain it* How far my delicacy on the occa- 
fiion may be’ cenfured or approved, I cannot tell; but if I got 
t>pthing by it, I have at Icaft the confolation to refledl that I 
efcaped calunuiy, which was with a njoft unjuftifiable and unfpar- 
ing hand ;^iftied on others. The General, it is true, promiftd 
that I ^Quld remain with him. till be made fome arrangements ; 
and, Hyat Sahib offered, on his part, to make me,* through the 
General, a handfbme prefent. The General^ however, fuddenly 
became diffatisfied with me; and Incither got Hyat Sahib’s 
prefent, nor ever received, even a nipce of the vaft ^il found, 
there. 

Here 1 think it a duty .incumbent on me to fay Ibmething of 
General Mats^ws, and, while I deplore the unfortunate turn in 
his temper, which injured me, and tarnifhed in fome meafure his> 
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good qualities, to refcue him from that unmerited xjbloquy winch 
the ignorant, the interefted and the «ivious have thrown upon his 
fame. Light lie the aflics of the dead, and hallowed be the turf 
that pillows the head of a Soldier ! General Mathews was in- 
deed a Soldier — was calumniated too ; and although he did not 
ule me as I had reafon to hope he would, I will, as far as I can, 
refcue his fame from grols mifreprefentation. 

An extravagant love of fame was the ruling paflicm of General 
Mathews : it was the great end of all his purliiits; and while, 
in his military profeflion, he walked with a firm pace towards it, 
he loft his time, diftorted his progreft, and palfied his own efforts, 
by a jealous vigilance and envious oppofition of thofe whom he 
found taking the fame road, whether they walked befidc him, or 
panted in feeble effort behind. This was his fault ; it was doubtlels 
a great alloy to his good qualities : but it has been punifhcd with 
rigour dilproportionate to the offence. Thofe who perfonalJy felt 
his jealoufy, took advantage of his melancholy end to traduce hhn, 
and magnify every mole-hill of error into a mountain of criitic. 
It is unmanly in any one — indeed it is — to traduce the Soldier 
who has fallen in the fervice of his Country ; but k is herefv in a 
Soldier to do fb. No fooner did the buzz of calumny get alx’oad, 
than thoufands of hwnets, who had neitlier intereft nor concern in 
the affair, joined in it. The malignant, who wifhed to fting nterely 
to get rid of fo much of their venom— -and the vain, u ho wifhcd'to 
acquire a reptitation for knowledge of Afiatic affaiis at the ex- 
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))cnct; of truth— united together^and rsttleda hum which reached 
Europe, where the hornets (I mean AuthoES.), under the lels un- 
juftifiablc impulle of neceflity,, took it up,, and buzaed through 
the medium of quartos and oCiovos. lb Ibud^that puhhe c^inioa W'aa 
poifoiied; and. tlie gallant Solchcr who, for the advantage of 
Englomd, ftood. the hardeft tugs o( war, and at laft drank the 
poilbned cup from the tyrant hands of her enemy, was generally 
underftood to be a peculator, and to have ckndeftiuely and dilho- 
ueftly obtained three hundred thouland pounds. 

On this alTertion I put. my dircdl negative. It may be laid, 
however, that, this is only affertion againft aflertion — True ! Sorry 
Ihould I be to reft it there :• my aftertions are grounded on fuch 
proofs as are not to be Ihakcn^-proofs on record in the Office of 
the Prefidency of Bombay. 

As loon as Hydernagur was taken pofleflion of, HYAT^SAHin 
immediately ifliied orders to the forts of Mangalore, Deokull, 
Ananpore, and Ibme others in that Country, to furrenderto the 
Britlih arms. Some obeyed the mandate; but thofe three re- 
fifted, and were reduced by General Mathews. Rendered in* 
cautious by fuccels, our army became left vigilant, and -TiEPoo 
retook Hydernagur ; and, in direfl breach of the capitulation, 
made the garrifon prifoners, treated them with a degree of inhu> 
manity which clulls the blood even to thinRof, and forced General 
Mathews to take pohon in prilbn ! 
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Mean-time Hyat Sahib, with whom the General had got 
into difputes, arrived at Bombay, and laid a cliargc againft him, 
which he, being in the hands of Tippoo, could not contro- 
vert, or even know. And what was the charge? The whole 
extent of it was his (Mathews’s) having got two lacks of 
rupees, and a pearl necklace, as a prefent — a fum, confidering 
the country and the circumftances, not at all extraordinary, 
but which is completely vindicated by the General’^ Letter to the 
Court of Diredlors, dated at Mangalore, the 1 5th of > March, 
1 783 j. in which he Bates the prefent, and reejuefts permilJion 
to accept it. This, as I laid before, is on record, and was tranf- 
lated by Mr. Sybbald, who w'^as then Perfian interpreter at 
Bombay. The Letter.I allude .to, you will fee in the Appendix. 
In ihort. General Mathews had his faults, but an . unjuft ava- 
rice was not amongft tittan. 
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LETTER LIX. 


Having, in my laft Letter, (aid as much as I thought 
juftice demanded in defence of General Mathews, againft the 
charge of peculation, I am now to fpeak of him as his condu61: 
touched me. He was, as I have already mentioned, an old friend 
of my father’s, and an intimate of my own : I had reafon, there- 
fore, to expc6l from him, according to the ufual dilpofitions and 
manners of men, if not partiality, at leaft friendlhip ; and in 
luch a cafe as I have related, where my fervices gave me a claim 
to notice, it was not unrcafonable to fuppole that he would have 
been forward to promote my intereft, by ftating my fervices in 
fuch a manner as to call attention to them. He had, however, 
Ibme difagreeable difeuffions with his Officers ; and feeing I was on 
a footing of intimacy with Colonel Humbertson, and Hill more 
with Major Campbell (he who fo ably and gallantly defended 
Mangalore againft Tippoo’s whole.army and fix hundred French), 
and finding me extremely zealous and importunate to have his 
arrangement with Hyat Sahib adhered to, he became difpleafed, 
and, though he himfelf had determined that I fhould remain 
with him, changed his mind, and ordered me away at an hour’s 
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notice— many days fooner than he had originally intended to fend 
off any difpatches. He moreover occafioned my lofing a fum of 
money, and on the whole paid lefs attention to my intereft than 
the circumftances of the cafe demanded. 

In the evening of the day on which he determined on my de- 
parture, I fet off with his difpatches to the Governments of Ma- 
dras and Bengal, and reached the moft diftant of our polls that 
night. From thence I had thirty miles to Cundtipore, a fea-port 
town upon the Malabar coaft, taken by us from the enemy. 
During this journey, which.was through the. Country of Tippoo 
Sahib, I had only fix Sepoys to condudl me : yet, fuch was the 
uuiverfal panic that had feized all claffes and diftindlions of people 
at the progrefs of the Britifh arms in that quarter, I met only a 
few fcattered Sepoys, who were fb badly wounded I prefume they 
were unable to travel— the villages throughout being completely 
abandoned by all their inhabitants. 

The fudden change of diet, which phyficians tell us, and I 
experienced, is dangerous, from bad to good, as well as the reverfe, 
conlpiring with the mortification I felt at feeing things going 
on fb very contrary to what I wifhed, and what I had rcafon to 
expedl, had a moft fudden and alarming effedf upon my co'nftitvr- 
tion ; and 1 was feized on the road with the moft excruciating, 
internal pains, which were fucceeded by a violent vomiting of 
blood. At length, w'ith great difficulty, I reached Cundapore, , 
where the Commanding Officer, and all about him, did. every. 
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'thuag in their poewrer to afford me afSflancc and comfort -midcr my 
mltcriea, which incraafbd ernwy hour mpidiy. I felt ^ if my infide 
was utterly decayed, and all its fuiu^ions loll in debility ; at the 
lame time my head feemed deranged-*--! could fcarcely comprehend 
the meaning of what was feid: lifting up my head was attended 
with agonizing pain ; and if I had any power of thought, it was 
to conlider mylelf as approaching fell to didblutioii. I had the 
feufe, however, 'to fend to General Matji'ews, to acquaint him 
with my indilpofition, and utter inability to proceed with his dif- 
patches- To this I received the following Letter: 

" Bidamre , Fel >. S, 1783, 

“ Dear Campbell, 

“ 1 am forry to hear that you have been unwell. Sliould 
“ your indiljiolition incroafe, or continue, . fo a& to reader you 
“ unable to purfue your journey with the necefiary expedition, I 
“ beg that you will forward the Letters to Anjengo by a boat, 
with direflions to Mr. Hutchinson to fend them par tappy * 
to Paiamcotah, and lb on to Madras. 

I lhall hope to hear of your recovery, and that you’ll have 
** gone to fea. 

Your’s veiy truly, 

“ Richard Mathews.” 

The 


* Poft, or oeprefs,. 
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The receipt of tliis Letter induced me, bad as I was, to make 
. one other exertion ; and I relblved, though I fhould die on the 
way, not to leave any thing which, even by malicious conftruc- 
tion, could be made a fet-off’ againft my claims : I therefore hired 
an open boat to carry me aloirg the coaft to Anjengo, and fet 
out ^^'■ith every profpeil of having the virulence of my diforder 
increaled, by being expofed in an uncovered veficl to the damp 
of the night air, and the raging heat of the fun ixt the day, and 
of being arrefted by the hand of death in my way. By the time 
I had got down the coaft as far as Mangalore, my complaints ia- 
creafed to an alarming height ; aird I became fpeechleft, and un- 
able to ftand. Fortunately there happened to be a Company’s 
veflel then lying at anchor off tliat place, the Captain of which 
had the goodnels to invite me to remain on board with, him, 
ftrenuoufly advifing that I ftiould give up the thoughts of pro- 
ceeding immediately on my voyage to Anjengo, which I could 
not poflibly ftirvive, and to forward my dilpatches by another 
hand. The Surgeon of the fliip joining the Captain in opinion 
that I could not furvive if I attempted it, and my own judgmexit 
coinciding with their’s, I at length confented, and remained there. 

Tranquillity, kind treatment, and good medical afliftance, 
produced, in the fpace of two or three weeks, to material a change 
in my health, I was in a condition, to av-ail myfelf, at the expira- 
tion of that time, of a ftiip bound to Anjengo, and which offering 
the additional inducement of touching at Tellicherry, determined 
me to take pny {Kiflage in her- When I arrived at Tellicherry, 
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arid during my ftay there, the great attention fliewed me by Mr. 
Free Id AN, the Clrief of that place, and the comforts of his houfo, 
reftored me to a great foare of health and fpirits— -And here a very 
lingular circumftance occurred. 

One day a veflel arrived ; and perceiving a boat coming on 
Ihore from her, Mr. IFreeman and I walked down to die beach, 
to make the ufual inquiries — foch as, where ihe came from ? 
ivhat news (he brought ? &c. &c. As foon as the boat touched 
the Ihore, a Gentleman leaped out of it, whofe perlbn feemed fit- 
miliar to me : upon his nearer approach, I difcovered that it was 
Mr. Erode Y, a Gentleman who had been kind eitough to take 
upon him the office of my Attorney, upon my leaving liidia fc me 
years before— not my Attorney in- the ordinary acceptation of that 
u'ord, but a liberal and dilinterefted friend, who obligingly under- 
took the management of my affairs in my abfence, without the 
fraalleft hope of advantage, or rather under circumffanccs which 
ferved as preludes to further obligations. I was oertainly plealed 
and furprifed to, fee him i but his aftoniffiment to fee me amounted 
almoff: to a-diftruft of his eye-fight : he had received- fiich Indubita-^ 
blc proofs of my death, that my Hidden appearance on his landing-,, 
at- the firft ruffi of thought, imprefled him with the notion of a, 
Jeceptio vifus. My identity, however, was too pofitive for re- 
hftance; and his wonder melted down into cordial fatisfaflion, 
and congratulations on my lafety. He then took out a pocket 
account-book, in which, for lecxtrity againfl accidents, he kept 

accounts- 
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sccounts-carrcnt, written in a brief manner— and fhewed i<k\ 
mine, fettled almofi: to the very day, upon which was tranferibed 
a copy of a letter he had received, and which he thought was a 
teftimony of my death. So, cutting out the account, and pre-' 
Jenting it to me, he exprefled, in the moft cordial and handfome 
manner, his joy that it was into my own hands he had at laft had 
an opportunity to deliver it. This Gentleman is now in tliis 
Kingdom, and too well known for me to deferibe him. Suffice it 
to fay, that in England, as well as in India, he has always enjoyed 
the eflecm and refpe6l of all his acquaintances, to as great an ex- 
tent as any other perfbn I know. 

I again embarked to proceed on my voyage, and had hardly got 
on board when a fhip dropped anchor along fide of us, in whteli 
Captain Campbell of Comby, a' very near connexion of mine, 
was paflenger. On hailing one another, he heard that I was on 
board, and immediately was with me. Thofc who finoerely love 
each other, and whofe hearts confefs the fwid ties of confanguinity, 
can alone conceive what our mutual plcafure was at meeting 
uuexpeftedly in fo remote a corner of the world. He was then on 
his way to join the army. This amiable young man now repofes 
in the Bed of Honour at Mangalore J He fell, after having diftin- 
guifhed himfelf in the very gallant defejice made by that place 
againft the whole force of Tippoo. With regret we parted; 
and in due time I arrived at Anjengo without any accident befall- 
ing me, which was rather extraordinary. 
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living Aiijengo, I fet out for Madras, defigning to go all the 
Ivjty by land— a journey of near eight hundred nuks. I accord- 
ingly ^lTut•k through the Kingdom of TravancOTC, wfetsfe Sove- 
reign is in alliance ^ith the Bnglilh ; and had not long entered 
the territories of the Nabob ^f Arcot, before Major Mac neai., 
^n old friend of mine, h»d Commandant of a fort in tibat diforift, 
met me, preceded by a tr oop of daniciag gitk, who encircled my 
palanquin, dancing around me untill enterbd the Major’s houfe. 

It would be difficult 'to give ybn an adequate notion of thofe 
dancing girls. Trabied up from their infaney to Jjae - praflice of 
the moft graceful motions, the raofl totfol difplay of perfonal 
fymmetry,hnd the moft waiiton hilurements, th^ dance. inTuch 
a ftyle, and twine their limbs and bodies into fiich poftures, as 
bewitch the fonfes, and ermrit applaufo ahd admiration where in 
ftrifibicft difapprobation is due : nor is their agility inferior to the 
grace of thejr movements— ‘though they do not eseft it in the 
lame ikipping 'way that our ftage dancers do, but make it fub- 
fervient to the el^ancc, and, 1 -may fey, gEandeuryof their air. 
They are generally found in troops of fix or eight, attended by 
muficians, wh(^ afpe^ UHd drefe are as uncouth and fqualid, as 
the founds they produce under the nafoe of mafic are inelegant, 
haiih and dififemant. To this mufic, ftom wMch meafore as mach< 
as harmony is excluded, they dance, moft wonderfully adapting 
their ftep to the perpetual change of the time, iaooorhpanying it 
with amorous fongs,. while the corre^oiiddnt a^ionof their body 

and 
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and limbs, the wanton palpitation and heaving of their exquifitely 
formed bolbms, and the amorous, or rather lafcivious expreffioa 
of their countenance, excite in the Ipeflators emotions not very 
favourable to chaftity. Thus they continue to ail, tillj^ byjthft 
warmth of exercife and iuiagmation, they become feemingly frantic 
with ecftacy, and, finking down motionfefs with fatigue, throw 
themfelves into the moil alluring attitudes that ingenious vice and 
voluptUoufueis can pohibly devife^ 

That hich incitements to vice fliould make a part of the 
lyflem of any fociety, is^ to be lamented : yet, at all ceremonies^ 
and great occafions, whether of religious worihip or domcftic en- 
joyment, they m^ke a part of the entertainment ; and the altar of 
their gods, and the prwity of the marriage rites, are alike polluted 
by the introduilion of the dancing girls. The impurity of this 
cuflora, however, vaniKhes in India, when compared with tlie 
liideous praftice of introducing.dancing 

The Major, after having entertained' me in the moft hofpitable 
manner, accompanied me to Paiamcotah, to the houfc of Doilor 
Dotx, who lived in a generous and ho^itablc ilyle.. I had once 
had an opportunity of evincing my good difpolitionto this Gentle- 
man, when he wa& moft critically fituated and the reception he 
gave me demonftrated, that he then retained a livdy ienfe of my 
fiondu^tohim^ 

Leaving Pakmcotah, I continued my roiite through Madura w 
This CoimtryiSi rendered, jcmarkabiebyathe revolt ®f theiamous 
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I.sit'Cawx, Iviio maxk a bold aud well-conduiled attempt t<v 
f rc^l: himfcif into the Sovereignty of that Province, indepeixdent 
of the Nabob of die Carnatic, in whofc lervice he was : and as 
the aifair occurs to my thoxigiits, I will, for your information, 
notwithftandiug its being unconuedled with my ftory, digrefs into 
an account of it. As foon as the revolt .of Isif Cawn was 
known, General Mokson, an Officer of great military fk ill and 
perfonal rherit, went againlb him at the head of the King's and 
•Company’s troops, and invefted the fort of Madura, in which that 
rebellious Chief was pofted. The General made a praflicablc 
breach, and, in ftorming, was beat back witii great (laughter by 
Isif ; and the fetting in of the monfoons immediately after, retarded 
the further operations of our army againft the place ; and in the 
interim, peace having been concluded between the Courts of St. 
James’s and Verfailles, the King’s troops were withdrawn. 

On t^yecal of the King’s troops, an army of Company’s 
troops was formed, to proceed againft Madura, in order to reduce 
this gallant turbulent rebel to (ubjediion ; and the renowned Ge- 
neral Lawrence being rendered incapable of adlual fervice, and 
obliged to remain at the Prelidency by extreme age and infirmity, 
the chief command devolved upon my father by feniority; he headed 
the expedition ; and, after overcoming innumerable diflSculties 
thrown in his way by the inventive genius and enterprifing Ipirit 
of Isif Cawn, again made a breach, which was deemed pra6ti- 
icablc by ftic chief aigincer, now Sir John Call. An alTault 


was 



( r27 ) 


wa!5 made with no better fucccls than the foritier ; for our army 

was again repulfed with incredible flaughter : more than two 

thii ds, I believe, of our European Officers, were among the killed 

or wounded ; and the death of Major Preston, fecond in com- 

d 

maud, a man endeared to the army by the pofleffion of every ad- 
vantage of perl()n, heart and talents — air aftive, intrepid and able 
Officer — aggravated tlie calamities of the day. ’ 

If, impelled by my feelings, or tempted by remembrance of 
the pafl, I fiimetimes digrefs from the direct path of my narrative, 
my Freperick will accompany me, not only with patience, but 
I dare fiy with plcafure : I cannot refrain, therefore, from mcn- 
r)(\iing a memorable occurrence during that hegc, nor only as it 
is lomeu hat extraordinary in itfclf, but as it relates to a very near 
and dear connection. Colonel Donald Campbell, who then 
commanded the Cavalry, received no lefs than fourteen fword- 
wounds and a mufcjuct-ball in his body— yet continued doing hk 
duty with fuch cool intrepidity, that brave foldiers w'ho were 
witnefTes to it, exprefied the utmoft aftoniffiment : upon being re- 
quefted to quit the field, he replied, that as his fitmlly were pro- 
vided for, he Iiad nothing to fear ; and as it was very unlikely 
his life could be faved, be would not deprive his Country of any 
advantage that might be derived from his exertions for the ffiort 
refiduc of it, but continue to the laft moment at his duty. With 
all this firmnefs and magnanimity, he was gentle, good-hu- 
moured, modeftand unaffiiming; and was admired for his great 
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pcrfonal bctuty* ns Well as fliilitaty takqts, paiticularly by the- 

Duilc of Cumberland, under whom he ferved in the war in 

Germany as a fubaltern Officer, in fo much that His Royal High- 

nels had his pidure drawn. It was to him the Company were 

firll: indebted for the kitrodufhon of perfedt mUijtary difcipline into 

their army in India. In the various relations in which he ftood, 

whether domeftic or public, as the fubjedl, the citizen, the father, 

or the friend, he was lb uniformly excellent, that the fliafts of 

malevdence, which the bell and wilell of men have but too often 

felt, feldom reached him ; and he may juiliy be reckoned amongft 

that very fmall number of created beings, of whom fcarcely any one 

had the audacity to fpcak ill. Upon my firft arrival in India, I was 

put under his command, and lived in his family — when, inftead 

of deporting himfelf towards me with that referve and aufterity 

which rank and reputation like his, coupled with the circumftancc 

of his being my uncle, might in Ibme fort have jullified, he took 

me into his confidence, treated me with the grcatell affedtion, 

and adted rather as the brother and the equal, than as the parent 

and fuperior ; and thus his gentle admonitions had more cfTedt in 

reftraimng the Tallies of youth, and impetuofity of my temper, 

than the four, unpalatable documents of a lupercilious preceptor 

could poflibly have had. 

The wonderful effe^s of this happy temper in Twaying the 
ihibborn dilpofition of headllrong youth, was exemplified in ano- 
ther iollance— of which, fince I am on the fobjedl, I will inform 

you. 
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70U. Mr. Dupres, then Governor of Madras, wretc to him 
atxMJt a young Gentleman, in the following words ; 

“ My dear Colonel, 

In the lift of Officers appointed to your garrifon, you will 

** iee the name of This young man (nephew to 

“ Mrs. Dupres), with abilities that might render him conlpicuous, 
I am forry to fay, ftands in need of a ftria hand. All the fa- 
“ vour I have to requeft of you is to Ihew him no favour ; keep 
him rigidly to his duty ; and, if he requires it, rule him with a 
“ rod of iron. Should his future condu<ft meet your appro- 
“ bation, it is unneceflary for me to afk it, as you are always 
“ ready to fiiew kindnefs to tliofe who merit it.” 

The peculiar ftylc of this letter made luch an impreftion on 
my memory, that I am able to give the exa6l wqrds. Colonel 
Campbell, however, took his own uixaltcrablc method, mild- 
nels— -treated the young Gentleman in fuch a manner ,as to ralle 
in him a confeioufnefs of his dignity as a man, the-firft and bell 
guard againft rahconchuft — and appomted him to the grenadier 
troop. The rcfult was anfu'erablc to his expcdlations ; for the 
young man’s condu61, both as an Officer and a Gentleman, was 
fuch in the fequel as to refle<?l credit on himlelf and his family ; and 
His very honourable and hopeful career was at laft terminated by 
•a cannon-bnil at the liege of Tanjorc. 
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If 'vcojsrution. in which I ihall «ver hol4 this moft dear and. 

reipeficd, relative ailmitt©fhof. incrcaih* it would certainly receiver 

it from the contraft J am every day obliged- to dra.w between him 

and the wretched butterjiies who fometimcs flutter round us under 

« 

the -name of Men : for, how can 1 help contraftii^ his. iafle:)dble 
couragei united to angelic tnildnci^-. with, the initdence of lilly* 
livered; Hedlors,.who,,coalcious of the moft abje^ cowardice,, 
dare to give an inlult,. and baiely ikulk. from honeft relentment 
beneath , ^ atm of the Law ! — fellows who, like B^badt/ in the 
|da^,. catxiciU a whofearmy.with the tongue, but dare not face a 
pil^y in. Upheld l>--and,. while they want the prudence to.reflrain 
the torfeot^of efleminate mve^ive,,have p^ence enough to bear 
a kicking,, or a. box. in the ear!-*- who blnfler and.v^cnir to hide 
the trembling limb. aQii|>oltroon.a4>i^» as children, whiflle in the 
dark to. brave the.gh;^ they -dread ! . Beware of all fuch wretches 
as you wowidif^yn plague w peftHence. . I hop^ you do not imagine 
that. I have io little common fenfe or philanthropy ^as to ceniure 
thde who, from phyfical caufes or,.CiQnftitutional delicacy, are 
averfe to conteft : No, no— I do alibre youi on.;the contrary, that . 
my ohfervalion. leads jme to think fuch men, though flow, to (|uaf- 
rel, and inoflenflvotin.condufl, are va:y gallant when honour or 
^ty. demand from thepi a . conquefl , over their weakneik... 1 have, . 
in my time, .feen fuch men at flrft.the iport, and atjafl the., terror 
of your Uuflering bullies; and I have always thought, that. In:, 
tuch a triumph over their feelings, they had . more true merit . 

than 
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men conflitutiona% -coufageousi the latter lias liis Wkror 
in^common with the mere animal; the 'Other poffeflcs tht valour 
•of-fentiment. I mean that moil igivMimnious of all beings, who, 
prodigal in ofSjnce, yet aluflant mTeparation — whq, lioping to 
jfind feme perfon paffive as thcmfelves over whom to triumph, 
Jiaeard the givJuig of an'infuk, with the malignant view to gif- 
conade over him if he r«d3nuts»«anid, if he re&ntfs, to wreak the 
•whole vengeance of C^awaqKMi iara. In iodety with ^h men, 
-.there is no Ih&ty ; ^rthey leave you on^.the cainal akeraadve to 
^hoole hetweeniihame and nain. Him who hibmits, they caih 
poltrocm; aaifl -him who lefemts, they iSeeoe ici'Ibrm of Law. 
There arc others who, to bring their ^Uow-creatmws down to 
^heir own level, brave eKeemtions dP Mankind, amd the 
vengeance of Heaven 4 ftach harpies do exiS;, who, though bold 
enough to isi&lt, are tame enough to receive chafiiieotent without 
'Tcfillancc; and, thougK tattw enough to iubmit *!» ohaftilement, 
are lb furiodQy vindi^ive «.^s to proclaim thoir-ihame, their cov^- 
ardice, perhaps in the face of aa o^en Court, in order to glut 
their revenge by the pillage of -their adverfiny -s pnrfe. “Let liich 
•men enjoy the fruits of their machiiuitians, -if they can— To their 
own feelings 1 confjgn them ; for i can wifh a villain <n.o greater 
‘cur^ than the com|>any of his own canicjcnce, nor -a poltroon a 
more poignant Hitig than that which the conten^pt of Mankind 
iiifli^ls upon him. 

R 2 


LETTER 



t m. ) 


LETTER J.X. 


. Passing through Madura,.! arrived.atTrichinopoIy, 
/where 1 met Mr. Sullivan, the Refidentof Tanjore, who very 
politely -furnifhed me with a letter to Mr. Hippesley, his De- 
puty at Tanjore, from whom I. received . many marks of civility. 
At that' place I had the plcafure of meeting a.Geatleman. with 
whom I had been at College,, and for whom ! had always enter- 
tained a great efteem : this wa? Colonel Fullarton. It is an 
old m.'ixim, that we ihould fay nothing but good of the dead— 
“ De mortuis nil.nifi bonum.” It is not a. new maxim, I . her 
licve, to avoid ptailing the living : I am. aware of the indelicacy 
of it ; and therefore purpofely avoid in this,, as I Ihall in other ia- 
Rances, Ipeaking the full Opinion. I entertain. To the general 
efteem in which he was held by all ranks of people in. India, I refer 
you to Colonel Fullarton’s charafter : . it is of fuch a Ibrt, that 
1 wilh to hold it up for your imitation. At a time of life when 
others have arrived to fbme perfedlion in their profeflion, he made 
choice of his, and entered for the. firft time into the arduous milir 
tary department, with a command for which the training of many 
years is no more than ftifficlent to prepare other men. The Mi-. 
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nifter of that day gave him this important charge, underwent the 
clamours of Oppofition for it, and was juftified in the event. 
When the Colonel came to aft, lb far from being deficient, his 
whole conduft was diftinguilhedv not lefs for military talent than 
courage— while the moft fortunate command of temper and cap- 
tivating addrefs fubduedtlie fpiritof prejudice, reconciled the moft 
diftordant, and gained him, though a Xing’s Officer, the efteem, 
as much of the Company’s as King’s troops-.. In fhort, all. ranks 
of people, civil as well as military, whether belonging to King or 
Company) united in • approbation of his* conduft — a thing not 
known before, nor fince, but in the perfon of Lord Cornwallis. 

Too-much cannot befaidofithc advantages rcfulting from a 
proper command of temper. To. promote that in my Frede- 
rick, will be attended with little difficulty : on the- contrary, rtiy 
only doubt is,, that the placability and mildnels of- his difpofition 
will too often lubjefl him to impofition. John is, how'cver, of 
a different temper ; there is fomething in it which requires both 
admonition and good, example to rcprels within proper bounds : to 
fhew him the beauty as well as ule of a mild, cool temper; fuch 
inftances as Colonel Flularton may be of weight; and I wifh 
him to reflefl upon it. And here T am reminded of a perfou and 
a circumftance lb cxaflly in point, that I cannot refrain from 
noticing them : they convey' no inadequate idea of the liappinels 
rcfulting from a gentlenefs of nature, and dominion over the 
mind.; and as the perfon I allude to is dead, I may Ipcak- of himu 
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with the .greater freedom iia'thtU:<^ll llrain of praife which his 
’ ihiiimg-vittoesMcfcrve. 

Of alllhc iindn'd havcifcvicr ihad^thc good fortune to. know. 
Sir AacHiBAtiD :CAMf&Ei,L pojBfiffed, in the higheft degree, 
-thatlheavcfoywrn df misd, which' a<rt otdy isat peace with itfelf, 
but diffufes haratony mad cheerfolneis around it. No buhnefs, 
howew urgent iaoccafioo, reftri^ed in point of time, oretnbar- 
raffed with difficulty— no aocident, however unexpwStcd, prevent, 
however fiaifter — none of thofe innunacrahle nunutne which fret 
rand chafe the tempers of other men, ever folpended the cool tenor 
of his dtougkt even fora mommt: nothing ftook foe forcuity of 
fits temper — ^aolhiag deranged the prefenceof his mind ^ uniform 
and placid, he in all fituations had the fall dominion of himielf, 
and in the field it gave him a decided fisperiority : nor was this 
felicity of nature ocuifined to his public condudl ; it attended him 
at the doracftic cnjc^unaits of the fire-fide— at the ibcial board— 

, in the private reccfles of his clofct ; and the very lame habit of 
foul whidh, in hist great piddk ditties, Tendered him valuable to bis 
Country', and forixudaUe to her enemies, gained him the admira- 
xiott and efleem of his friends, the mfoounded afieflioa of his fa- 
mily, and thehfoSiagof aU hisdepeudants. 

An incident that ooc^red in my prefonce inay forve in ibme 
meafore to deci|^r the mind of this admirabk man*— I ihaU 
never for^t it. Previoufly to his going fo India, be had exerted 
his interefi to obtafo foom the India 'Company fome reward 

for 
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for my ferviccs ; aad, a few days before his departure, promifed 
to fpeak again to Mr. Devaynes, Chairman of the Eaft India 
Company. I waked on him on the day he was letting off; he 
was juft about to depart^ and furrounded . by a numerous 
circle. In the midft of this buftle, and the conftiiion, one would 
ftippofe, infcparable from fuch. a crifis, he recollc6Ied his promile— 
told me Mr. De v a ynes had that minute .taken leave of him, and 
he had forgot to mention me, but laid that he would write to him on 
thefubjed; and, though, he was at the inftantonthc point of moving 
to the carriage that was to carry him ofti .lat down, and with that 
amiable fweetnefs of manners and' happily collected mind fe pecu- 
liarly his own, , wrote a letter forme.to Mf.'DEVAYNES — ^holding 
converlation, . the. while,, in the. moft. lively, . engaging., manner, 
with the perlbns around him. The.concifcncls and perl^icuity 
of language, in which this letter was couched, will lerve to; eluci- 
date what I havefaid— 4 therefore tranfcxkie it for you : . 

^ ' Sii y ami s Hotels JSept,'^j^ 178 J. 

“ Deae SlK^. 

“ I forgot to mention to you this forenoon, and again to repeat 
“• my earneft wilhes, you would take the cafe of Mr. Campbell 
“ Ipeedily into your confidefatioi. . His fufferings were of fuch a 
“ nature, and his-fcrvices lb meritorious, that 1 am perfuaded, 
“ upon a fair inveftigation of both, you will give hina your firmeft 
«. fupport. 1 have looked into all his papers ; and tne teftimonies 

“ of 



( l.'SS ) 


“ of cffential fervices rendered to the Company by him, do him, 
in my opinion, the'highcft honour. Unlefc luch merits are re- 
“ cbmpcnied, ' few will rilk every thing, as Mr. Campbell did, 
“ to promote the (uccefs of the Company’s arms in India : but I 
triift you will fee it in its proper light ; and in that hope 1 fhall 
only add, that whatcv^er adls of kindnefs you fhcw to him, will 
be confidcrcd as an obligation conferred on, 

“ Dear Sir, 

Your faithful and moft obedient humble fervant, 

“ Archibald Campbell.” 

To IVilliam Devaynes, 

Be aflfured, my dear boys, (for now I fpeak to John as well 
as Frederick), that one aft of triumph over the temper is worth 
a million of triumphs over our fellow-creatures, and that the per- 
feft dominion of our mind is more advantageous and laudable than 
the dominion over Provinces or Nations. The one attaches merely 
to our corporeal part, and is buried with our dufl in the grave : the 
other follows pur immortal part, and pafles with it into eternity. 

On my leaving Tanjore, Colonel Fullarton honoured me 
with the care of a letter to Lord Macartney, then Governor 
of Madras — an extraft of which I give you, as it applied to my 
hufinefs part^larly : 

Tanjore^ 
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“ My Lord, 


“ Tcaijore, March 20, 17«5. 


“ I had the honour to write to your Lordftiip on the 8th By 
“ Captain Hallam, who carried from hence very large packets 
to you. The opportunity of Captain Campbell tempts me to 
trouble your Lordfliip, merely to infewm you, that all my Ici- 
“ ters from Bidanore alcribc in a great degree the fuccels of our 
“ arms in that quarter, and the romantic Revrdution ctTeded there, 
“ to the influence he had with Hyat Sahib, and to the propolal- 
“ of iurreuder which he lliggefted, and tranikded with the Ge- 
“ nei'al and Jemadar. I think it neccflkry that } ou, m} I .ord, 
“ may know how much the Public is indebted to Captain 
“ Campbell, w’hofe good fortune in tliis alfliir has only been 
“ equalled by his good condud. Me is perfedly acquainted with 
“ the hate of affairs on the other coah, and has fecn aiul heard 
much of our tranfadlioris here ; fo that no jierfon can gi\ c a 
“ more clear or unbiafTed view^ of ev'ents. ’ 


I had alfb the good luck to meet, at Tanjore, Mr. Buchan a 'm 
a very near connedion of mine, for w horn I had long entertained 
a fincere and warm regard. It has been ray mi.sfortunc to have 
been obliged frequently to cenfure tome of inv relative'^ for iil-tm* 
ture and ingratitude : 1 never dul lb w ithout the rruift painful feu- 
fations. When, on the contrary, 1 arn enabled to Ipcak to ihcir 
honour, I feel a proportionate iliarc (if pic;’. hire: 1 arn tlicrtjbre 
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happy ia mentioning Mr. Buchanan as a man as amiable in his 
private as refpeftable in his public charaiSier ; but the fatisfatlion I 
Ifelt at this meeting was much alloyed by finding him in a very bad 
Hate of health. 

Before I left Tanjore, I had-an opportunity of being eye-wit- 
nefs to that extraordinary and horrid ceremony, the burning of a 
Gentoo woman with the body of her hufband. As this is a point 
M hich lias occafioned much Ipeculation and fome doubt among 
Europeans, 1 inclofe you an accurate account of the ceremony, as 
minuted down at the time it happened.. 


nnsCRIPTION OF THE CEREMONY OF THE GENTOO WOMEN* 
BURNING THEMSELVES WITH THE BODIeS OF THEIR IIUS- 
TIANDS. 

“• This day, , I went to fee a Gentoo woman relign 

licrfelf to be burned along with the corpfe of her deceafed liuiband. 
The place fixed upon for this tragic feene, was a fmall iflet 

•n the bank of one of the branches, of tlie river Cavery,, about a 

♦ 

mile to the Northward of the fort of Tanjore. 

When 1 came to the fpot, I found, the victim, who appeared 
to be not above lixteen, fitting on the ground, drefled in tlie 
Gentoo manner, with a white cloth wrapped round, her, Ibmc 
white flowers like jeflamins hanging round her neck, and fome 
of them hanging from her hair. There were about twenty 


wome;i. 
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women fitting on their hams round her, holding a white 'hand- 
kerchief, extended horizontally over her head, fo lhade her from 
the fun, which was exceflivcly hot, it being then about noon. 

“ At about twenty yards from where die was fitting, and facing 
her, there were fcveral Bramins bufy in conftrutling a pile with 
billets of fire-wood : the pile was about eight feet long, ami four 
broad. They firft began by driving feme upright ftakes into 
the ground, and then built up the middle to about the lieight of 
tliree feet and a half with billets of wood. 

“ The dead hufband, who, from his ap[)carance, feemed to be 
alxiut fixty years of age, was lying clofc by, ftretched out on a 
bier, made of Bamboo canes. Four Bramins walked in pr^^- 
ceflxon three times round the dead body, firft in a direction 
contrary to the fun, aud afterwards other three times in a direc- 
tion with the fun, all the while muttering incantations ; and ar 
each round or circuit they made, they untwifted, and immediate!’/ 
again twifted up the fmall long lock of hair which is left unlhaven 
at the back of their heads. 

“ Some other Bramins were in the mean time employed k; 
fprinkling water out of a green leaf, rolled up like a cup, upon 
a fmall heap of cakes of dry cow-dung, with which the pile wa^ 
afterwards to l^ie fef on fire. 

“ An old Bramin fat at the North-caft corner of the pile ujion 
his hams, with a pair of fjietftacles on, reading, 1 fuppnic, the 
Shaftcr, or their Scripture?, from a book cempofed of Cajan leaves. 

S 2 “ Having 
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bccn piefciit now nearly an hour, I inquired whciir 
they rtieant-to fet tlic pile on 6re: they anlwered, in about two hours.. 
As this rpe6hicle w'as raoll: melancholy, and naturally llruck me with 
horror, and as 1 had only gone tliere to alTure mylclf of the truth 
of fuch facrifces being madc^ I went away towards the fort. 
After I was gotoe about five hundred yards, they fent Ibme one 
to tell me they would burn immediately ; on which I returned, 
and found the woman had been moved from where (he was fittinn- 
to the river, w’here the Bramins were bathing her. On taking 
her out of the water, they put (bme money in her hand, which (hc; 
dipped in the river, and divided among the Bramins-; Ihc had 
then a yellow cloth rolled pajtially round her. They put fome 
red colour, about the fize of a lixpence, on the centre of her 
forehead, and rubbed fometlung that appeared to me to be clay. 
She was then led to die pile, round which (he walked three times 
as the (un goes : (he then mounted k at the North-eaft corner,, 
w ithout any afllftance ; and. (at herfelf down on. the right fide of 
her hufband, who had been previoufly laid upon the pile. She 
then unferewed the pins which, faftened the, jewels- or filver rings 
on her arms : after (he had taken, them o(F, (he (hut them, and 
Icrcwed in the pins again, and gave one to each of two women, 
who were ftanding: (he un(crewed her ear-rings,, andiother toys, 
with great compofure, and divided them among the women who 
were with her. There feemed to be (bme little fquabhle about: 
the difiribution of her jewels, which (he fettled with great pre- 
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cifion ; and then, falling gently backwards, pulled a fold of the 
\cllow cloth over her face, turned licr breaft towards her hulband’s- 
fide, and hud her right arm over his breaft ; and in this pofture 
il)c remained without moving, 

“ Juft befoie fhe lav dowir, the Bramins put Ibme rke in her 
laj), and alio fome into the mouth and on the long grey beard of 
her hullxuid r they then Iprlnkled Ibme water on the head, breaft 
and feet of both, and tied them gently together round the middle 
with a flender bit of rope ; they then railed, as it were, a little 
wall of wood lengthways on two* lides of the pile, lb ais to l aile 
it above the level of the bodies and then put crofs pieces, £o as to 
prevent the billets of wood frorryprelhng on them : they then poured 
on the pile, above where the woman lay, a potful of Ibmething 
that appeared to me to be oil ; after this they heaped on more 
wood, to tire height of about four feet above where the bodies 
were built in ; lb that all 1 now law w as aftack of firc-vv(X)d, 

“ One of the Biamins, 1 obferved, flood at the end of the 
pile next the woman’s head — was calling to her through the in- 
terftices of the wood, and laughed I'evcral times during the cou- 
verfation. l^aftly, they ovcn'prcad the pile with wet ftraw, and 
tied it on with ropes. 

“ A Bramiii then took a handful of ftraw', which he let on 
fire at the little heap of burning cakes' of cow -dung ; and, Hand- 
ing to windw'^ard of the pile, he let the wind drive the flame 
fsom the ftraw till it catched the pile. Fortunately, at this in- 
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ftant, the wimi rofe much higher than it had been any part of 
tlic day ; and in an inftant the flames pervaded the whole pile, 
and it burnt with great fury. I liftened a few feconds, but could 
not diftingAiifli any fjirieks, which might perhaps be owing to mv 
being then to windward. In a very few minutes, the j)ilc became 
a lieap of alhes. 

“ I>uring the whole time of this procefs, which laflcci from 
firft to laft above twf) hours before we loft fight of the woman 
by her being built up in the middle of tire pile, I kept my eyes 
almoft conftantly upon her; and I declare to God that i could 
not perceive, either in her countenance or limbs, the ieaft trace 
of either b.orror, fear, or even hefitation ; her countenance was 
pcrfedly compofed and placid; and fhe w^as not, I am ponti\c, 
either intoxicated or ftupified. From feveral circumftances, X 
thought the Bramins exulted in this hellifh facrifice, and did not 
feem at all difpleafed that Europeans fhould be witnefles of it." 

From Tanjorc I proceeded to Negapatnam, which had beerr 
taken from the Dutch by the Company’s troops, and where Mr. 
Cochran, an old friend of mine, was Chief. 

The communication by land between Negapatnam and Madras 
being interrupted by the enemy’s troops, I embarked in a veffel, 
and proceeded thither by fea — Major Johnston, of the En* 
gineers, being alfo a paftenger. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXI. 


Hitwerto evej^ ftep of iriy journey has been marke<i 
hy occurrences fo unexpe6led, and accidents lb extraordinary, that 
] Ihould feel fome repugnance to relate them, left my veracity 
ftiould be called in queftion, were they not attefted by lb many 
living perlcjns of refpedlability, and by wi'itten documents of au- 
thority on record. Were one to conlider them merely as the 
offspring of fiblion, they would perhaps have intereft enough to 
catch the attention ; but, viewing them as faffs, they borrow, 
from their number and rapid fucceflion, as well as from their lin* 
gularity, fo much of the complexion of imaginary adventure, 
that the combination cannot, 1 think, fail, to intereft yotir mind 
as well as your feelings. 

Arrived at Nagapatnum, within a fhort run of Ma.dras, it is 
natural for you to luppofe that adventure was at an end, and 
tliat fortune, fatigued by the iitceffant exertion of her. caprice, 
might have left me to proceed the fhort rcfidue of my way without 
further moleftation. It fell out otherwife : fhe had marked me as 
her game, and rcfolved to worry me to the laft monent ; for, as 

we 





\vf appni;icliv.d Miulru.', we wore eliufcd hy a French frigate, and 
taken near Fort Sr. (.Icorgc. 

'Fhi.^ apptareJ to nie tiie groated rni--'rortune I had yet met 
with, and likely to he the niotl iatal in its confequences. In 
order to explain this, I nnift recur to certain circumdances, 
W'hich, though 1 was informed of them dnee my rclcale from 
Hyderiiagur, 1 did not relate to \ou, becaule they were no \va\ 
coimetled with my narrati\x till now. 

Alonfieur Supfrein, tiie French Admiral, liaving a numher 
of Britifli prifoners in his pod'cHion, whom he found it extremely 
inconvenient to dipport, made a propofal for an cxchangc->-v\'hicli, 
from lome failure in the conveyance, or ambiguity ijt the term.. 
6f the correlpondeuce, was neglected. 

The motives or accidents w hich gave rife to this neglcdl have 
never been completely developed ; and perhaps the Admiral him- 
felf, Siir Edward Hughes, and Lord Macartney, were the 
only perfons who knew the brjttom of that tranfattion. In liich 
caIcK, however, the ignorance of fard is gencially fupplied b\ 
conjedlurc ; and men have prefumed to cenlure unequi^'ocally on 
the mere hypothetical fuggeftions of their own imaginations. 
Candour, liowever, in fuch a cafe, where it could not fpeak with 
certainty, would fpeak with caution. An Hidorian, particularly, 
fhould deer clear of party rancour, and not differ the prejudice or 
malignity which raided himfelf, to go down to and midead pofte* 
rity. Where pofitive proof is wanting, if we are obliged to de- 
cide, 
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cidc, we niuft judge by analogy and inference ; and in the cafe 
now before us, wc have little but the charaders of the pertbn* 
concerned to guide us in our dccifion. 

Of the horrid cataftrophe which (ucceedod the negleft of 
•exchanging prifoners, it is liardly polfiblc that any one but Mon- 
fieur SuFFREiN himfelf could have had a conception. To 
htppofe, that, under fuch an impreflion, our leading men would 
have hefitated to prevent it, w^ould be to fuppofc their intellefts 
weak, and their hearts corrupt and inhuman. I fancy it will be 
difficult to ffiften on Lord Macartney eitlier the one or the 
other; for he was wife and humane : thofe w'hom the difap- 
pointment of unrealbnable expeflations, or the malevolence of 
party, have induced to fu^6l his Lordffiip’s heart, have been 
forced by Iiis conduct to revere his talents ; and the breatli of 
calumny has never touched the humanity of Sir Euward 
HuCtHES- Whatever their motives, therefore, may have been — 
rcafon, conlcience, and candour, muft acquit them of the confe> 
qucnces. It ffiould be rccollefled, too, that Monfieur SuFfrein’.^ 
charafler was a very probable fecurity, in the miud of men <>f 
lenfe and honoui', againftany a^fl of horrid inhumanity,* his conduit 
as an Officer had made a new acra in the Naval Idiftory of France.: 
his talents and courage might be compared, without difadvantage, 
to thole of the heft of our Britifli Admirals ; and he had exhi- 
bited marks of uncommon generufity to thofe whom the chance 
•of war had thrown into his liands. It would therefore have l>oen 

T lomc- 
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fomcthvng. more than prefcicncc to have prefnppofed wliat aflually 
happened ; and 1 declare moll: iblcmnly, that the inference I dra\v 
from the whole information I hav^e had on the ihhiecl is, that, 
calamitous though the event was, it attaches no pofitive guilt on 
any of the parties concerned. The fail is plainly this: The 
French Admiral having no place on tlie coaft where he could fc- 
cure his prilbners, and grieving, as he hinrielf fubfequently wrote 
to Mr. HASTiNGs,*tofe© the unhappy men, who had been fix or 
feven months at fea, dying of the Icurvy, delivered over the 
prifoners, to the number of above three hundred, to Hyder. 
Their fate alterwards was luch as it would harrow up your ibul 
to hear related. 

Take the whole «f the circumftances into one glance, and 
Ice what my feelings mull have been on finding myfclf once more 
a prifoner. Hyder Aeli, who was, when compared wdth tlie 
worft Defpots of the European World, a monfter, muft yet be 
confidered, when put in comparilbn with his fucceflbr Tippoo, 
mild and merciful. Hyder, firom policy and hypocrify, fhewed 
fome lenity to the fwifoners who fell into his hands. Inilances 
arc known Where Britilh captives have broke through the crowd 
that iurrounded him into his prefence for proteSion— when he 
ha$ hypocritically fisigiied. anger, threatened the perfiniS who had. 
Ireated them ill, reprobated Severity, and lent them off ^tisfied 
for the prefent. Tippoo, on the contrary, was fo perfedlly lil^ 
xage, that cruelty feemed to be, not only the kitcrnal habit of 

his 
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his but tiie guide of all his a6Koiis, tljc mo\ iug principle of 
his policy, the rule of his public condu<Jl, and the fource of his j)ri- 
vate gratification. Like the tyger which, Buffon tells us, kills 
the whole flock before he begins to feed, every appetite of his 
yielded to the more urgent calls of barbarity ; and while one drop 
of blood remained unfpiUed, one agony uninfli£led, one tear un- 
fhed, the natural appetites of Tippoo flood fufpended, and the 
luxuries of life courted his enjoyment in vain. Like the hyena 
which Thompson calls the felleft of the fell, the fury of his 
nature was neither to be controuled by refiftancc, nor afluaged by 
blandifliments. Aloof from the general order of the workings of 
Providence, he ftands a Angle inftance, in which the Omnipotent 
has prefented a glowing living pldlure, all shade: not one ray 
breaks in, to relieve the gloomy alpedl of the piece ; but, diftin^t 
from the whole human race, of him alone it may be laid, that lie 
never yet dilclofed, even for a moment, one fpark of virtue. 

From barbarity fo inflexible to thofe taken in the ordlnarv 
chance of war, what could I expe<fl if I fell again into his hatid^--- 
1 who had been the inftrument of one of his chief Go^■enIOrs* 
defeflion — who had, by my negociations, contributed to depris'c 
him of a Province, and, what perhaps might have had greater 
weight with him, robbed him of the gratification of a long har- 
boured revenge, by putting his enem\ Hyat Sahib under the 
prote<flion of the Company ? Diabolical vengeance never pcrha}>$ 
met with a fubjed of fuch lliblimc enjoymept, a- the torturing of 
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mt bive to this* bikini toy 

f'AjitaftiilrcKLt widli the idm v^'Wihttit^i 
hftds i(]irea4y done by the other Eo^ih 

4 Xi,y terror and ooniteniation jxudt hare been «t idling into the 
hands of the French i 

living ftruck our ooipurb to the French fngate* ine Cbptain 
otdefed u^ to follow her, aou fteei ed to the Northward. We 
obeyed him for fomc time : at ImgtJi nigUt icU ; and, a frefli and 
j&Vdurable U ^e fbrconacely aiding the attempt, wc put about, 
•cm for Madras, und luckily dropt andhor lafely in the Roads. In 
'0t6«ibpcs 1 had hitherto had, there ww always fome difagreeable 
y^runAaoce to the pfadAnn at^i^ fc<m them — In this in* 

I lUA^piuIilSed } and I looked £;>rward 
with it Vea^hatdo hd^ that the worft atos all over> 

Here ljSE<dWiloi€ MAO AiittrsTGoveinw^ Aniggling to fup*- 
port the cre 'it f the Conq^Hittiy^ and dire^g their adairs through 
inch embarra&mentt ttod ditBcvIhes as made the moA wids and 
temperate defpair of (veeifi^ So arduous an undertaking as the 
Oov(untoent of Madras then, was, has rarely occurtod; end a 
idooto &tcefUitli final acce 'oUihmuit is not to be mflanced. In 
the inblfiuJAitoaffidato whiCJU he Wd»cxpoied„ he maintained his 
poA with and unabaMdentogy of tniado-*an(h 

in th6 1»dft Crying tiieaufbtocto^^dhiteged his important duty 
vidt tetol, intiegrity and ^adldoni,. The Arid ditclto%e of the 
h'^CodfitryK nutbd clamoutoagaiofkhini among 
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m ifttereftedfew ia Ju£a; tbe vnit^ ^i^^uTesof all jparties 
m bis feturn to Englaad, «A bis buoe, and hai 

broken the ihabs of detradbon 
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After lb many hazaribaod, hardlhipa as IJ^ under* 
^ne, it was a moft pleafmg tdkOioa. to find myii^^pa Ibciety 
compoied of my oMeftprc^dSioiaal oannefbo^f*, ivitCtoefi: and 
fincerefi; friends ; but this was a j^piijids 1 OCa|Id not enjoy ; 
foi, being charged with a from Ux^pc SaI|{ 9 to the Go- 

vcrnor-Cicueiaj; and Supitoac Ccwjapillt 1 was ccndbaioed to pro* 
cced to Bejtigal, and accordingh^ &U for Cakutta» whidi 1 
reached in little more than a week, without oncounteiing my ac- 
cident, or meeting a fingle occurrence, worth the relation* Upon 
my arrival there, Sir John Macphebsom, who waabt^he Su- 
preme Couned, gave me a kind invitation to Hve at hbhoufii, and 
preleutcd me to Mr, liasTiKGS^ with whtop J eol^xd ilSlo a ne« 
gociation on behalf I^TAT Sabis^ whidb will appear by the 
following letters : 
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Lr/rXBR TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESCl,,^ 

“ Calcutta, May 3 , 178 ;{. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ ladirpofition lias put it out of my power, fmcc the firft day 
“ after my arrival here, to have the honour of paying you my 
“ relpefls, and of laying before you, for the information of the 
** Board, the objeds of my million to I’our fuperiutending Govern- 
“ ment. 

“ As thefe objedls arc of public importance, and as ill health 
**. may prevent me, for fomc time longer, from liaving the honour 
“ of waiting upon you, I take the liberty to beg your attention to 
“ thisaddrels. 

“ The great Revolution in favour of the India Company upon 
the Weft fide of 1 ndia, and to which I had the happinels of being 
in fome little degree inftrumental, has been certainly brought about 
“ by the zeal and Ijiirit of General Mathews ; but that Officer 
“ alcribes to the orders and fupplies of your Government the 
“ principal merit of the undertaking ; he looks to the lame Go- 
** vemment for fupport in the arrangement which he has made, 
“ and may make, for the fecurity of the conquered Province. 

“ The hurry in which I left him, and his anxiety for my Ipeedy 
“ communicationof his luccefles, gave no time for a formal commu- 
nication to the Governor-General and Council, of the particulars 

“ of 
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of his lucGcfles, and of the arrangements which he wiflicd to 
“ be adopted.. He wrote a fliort account of the firft to the Prefi- 
“ dency of Fort St. George ; and. gave me a public letter to the 
“ Commander in Chief of the Military Eftabli/hment of that 
“ Prefidency to which 1 ^particularly belong,, in atteftation of the 
fcrviccs I rendered in the negociation betwccja him and the Go- 
“ vernorof Bidanorc, for the furreuderof that Capital and Pro- 
“ vince. A copy of that letter I have the plealure to lay beiore you. 

“ As 1 was charged with a particular commiirion. from Hyat 
“ Sahiu, the Manager of the BklaiVDre Province, to the Cover- 
“ nor-f leneral and Council, as appears by his letter, which I had 
the honour of prefenting to you, General Mathews gave me, 
“ in verbal inUruftions, and memorandums written in hie own 
“ hand, the pa-sticulars of what he wifhed me to reprefent to your 
“ Go\'ernment r he gave me, befidcs, thort uotes of introdudlion 
to two of the Members of Govermnent, whom he knew per- 
“ fonally — referring them tome for an account of his fituation, 
and allowing me, 1 believe, more credit than 1 deferve, for the 
“ fhare I had in contrfouting to his final acquifition of Bidanore 
“ without drawing a fword. 

“ It would be tedious, aird' more fit for the detail, of converla.- 
“ tionthanof a public addrefs, to inform you of the various , fteps 
“ tliat led to the furrender of the Capital and Province of Bida- 
** nore. I had had feveral conferences with Hyat Sahib before 
** Hyder’s death, and endeavoured to.foggeft to himtheadvan- 

“ tage- 
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tags which would a rife to him from a revolt lu favour of liic 
^ Company. My etForts in thefc converfations ended ultimately 
in the moil: rigorous diflrefs to rnyfelf ; I was put in irons, and 
remained fo for four months, in a situation only of exigence, 
without any hopes of ever cfcaping. When General Ma- 
“ THEWS had ftormed the Ghauts, Hyat Sahib fent fur me, 
“ and, after various ftruggles, and much indecifion, agreed to 
“ my proceeding to the EngUll) camp ; and I couduflcd General 
“ Mathews, almoft unattended, into Bidanore. Hyat Sahib 
at length agreed to fubmil i but as, in his various convcrlatiuns 
with me before and after that event, he made a very particular 
•“ dilliivdlion between the Gcn'ernment of Bombay and the chief 
“ Government of the Englifh in Indoftan, f) he propolcd that I 
fhould immediately depart, after he had given up the place and 
“ all the forts of the Province, with a letter to you, to obtain 
“ your fanfiion to me to his arrangements with the Englifh Gc- 
“ neral. 

“ Thefe arrangements were not even clearly def ned before my 
“ departure ; and fo anxious was he for my fpeedy aiTi% al at Cal- 
“ cutta, that he only ga\'e me the general propofitions that arc 
“ contained in his letter. 

“ Permit me here to obferve, that it is by the treatment 
“ which Hyat Sahib meets with, that the other Chiefs of 
** Hyder’s Country will eftimate the advantage of abandoning the 
“ interefts of Tip poo Sahib, or will confirm their dependence 
f “ upon 
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** upon him. Tippoo was prevented by liii, father from all iu- 
“ tcrcourfc w'lth the Governois of his Provinces, or any intcr- 
fercnce in country affairs ; lo that thole left in charge at his 
“ father’s death are ftrangers to him, and are men to whom he 
“ has little attachment. He is, hclidcs, confidcred to beof a cruel 
“ difpoiition. His father was cruel upon a political principle ; he 
“ is thought to be (o from nature. 

“ The unfortunate differences about money whicli aroll* ia 
Ciencral Mathews’s camp, and of which you will probably 
hear fi'om the Prelidency of Bombay, took up much of the 
General’s time, and may have retarded his operations : hov, - 
“ ever, his i'uccefs in the reduction «>f Mangalore gh es a fccurity 
to his conquefrs. The revenues of the Bidanorc Province are 
“ about twenty lacks of pagodas per annum. 

The particular lituation of the Capital merits attention, fr. 
is placed in a valley of coniiderable extent in circumference . 
“ according to the bed: obfeivation I could make, there is ai. 
“ afeent to it, from all fides, of near fc\'cn miles : it can only be aj- 
“ preached by four roads, whichare cut araoiig the lulls, and u hlch 
“ were judicioully fortified with great pains by Hyde r : woods, 
“ to the depth of many miles, arc a frontier round itslkirts- and 
“ where thel'e admitted a palTage, Hyder took the precaution to 
plant bamboos and thorns — lo that I have little fear but that 
^ <General Mathews will be able to defend thcle palTes; and as 
^ ibrprovifions, and military dorcs of all kinds, that were found 
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“ in Bldanorc, of the latter particularly, what, according to Cic- 
“ neral Mattikws’^ own declaration, would equip nine fuch 
“ armies as his. 

“ Cundaporc is the next fea-port to Bidanorc, and is diftant 
“ abo\it tiftv miles : Mangalore is diftant about a hundred miles. 
“ The road leading from Mangalore joins with that from Cunda- 
“ pore, w lierc the afeent of the hills commence ; another road 
from Bidanorc leads to Seringapatam, and a fourth into the 
Alarhatta Countin'. 

“ It was from the lower Country, along the fea-coafl, bc- 
** tween Oaore and Mangalore, whic^i is watered by many 
“ rivers, and is the beft cultivated Country I ever frw, that 
“ Hyder got the greateft part of his provifions for his army in 
“ the Carnatic ; and, independent of the advantages Yvhich tiic 
“ Company have gained by the acquifition of tliefe Countrit.., the 
“ confequciit Inffes of the Mylbreans arc immenfc, and fuch as 
“ will dilable them from alfifting the French in the Carnatic. 

“ It becomes not an Officer of my rank to make any oblerv- 
‘‘ ations that relate to the condudl of the different Governments 
“ of my Employers; but 1 am obliged to obferve, in j office to 
“ Hyat Sahib’s declaration tome, that he will not rely upon 
any arrangement made in his favour by the Governor and 
“ Council of Bombay, unlef> he has a fpcedy anfwer to his letter 
“ from this Government. He has requeffed me to return with 
that anfwer, and with the faiffilou of the Governor-General 
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“ to the cowl given to him by CJcnccal hlArnbws. Though 1 
“ am worn down by my^ luillrings in priron, and rn} health can 
“■ Icarcely enable me to be carried by land, 1 am ready to undcr- 
“ take this lervice ; for I know it is the greatcll: 1 may ever have 
“ it in my power to render to the Company and to my Country. 

“ My' return to the other coall with a fa\ curable anfvvcr 
“ n YAT Sahiu, will be the fignal toother Chiefs to throw off tin* 
“ yoke of Tippoo ; and if Colonel Long Iras made any progret-: 

in the Coimbatore Coimtrv, or that CLncrJf Mathews has not 
“ been too fcvercly preffed by Tippoo, I may arrite upon the 
“■ other eoaft in time Jo he of real ufc to the Company. 

“ 1 know. Honourable Sir, the liberal and great lyldcm of \oui’ 
‘‘ adminiftration : I w'lll not, therefore, point out any little v li - 
“ cumftances about the footing upon which I (hould rctinu to 
*• Hyat Saih», or remain upon the other coafl. I wilh oni\ t ■ 
be rew'arded by my Employers as I am fucccl.--ful ; and 1 lhaii 
leave it to your goodnefs, and to }our diftiuguirticd zeal ibi 
“ the public propriety, to give me any inflru'Ctions for my eon- 
“ du61, or to charge me with any advices to Cieneral M.'ii i'r.Ev'. s. 
“ as you may think proper. 

“ I hope vou will pardon this long and irregular addrefs, and 
“ honour me by communicating any part of it that you may think 
“ worthy of communicatioii to the (iciulemen of the Chau. e-I. 

“ I have the honour to be, tkre. i\:c. 

“ Donald CAMPitEi.L." 

If o “ 


P. S. 
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** P. S. When you are at Icifure, and I am able to have the 

honour of attending you, I would wifh to communicate to}ou 

^ a more particular detail of my conyerlation with Hyat Sahib — 

“ what General Mathews’s hopes of flipport from this Govern- 

“ ment were, and the future plans he then meditated — and my 

» 

ideas of the mealurcs that fhould be purlued by the Prehdenev 
“ of Fort St, George, to lupport General Mathews, and im- 
•• prove" the advai^pges he has gained^ 

“ To ITarren Hajirngs, Ppi^- 
Governor-General of BengaL" 


LETTER FROAIi HYAT SAHIB, ALEUDSD TO IN THE FOREGOIN'’S. 

{Ufual IntroduBionf 

“ I have directed the affairs of the Soobeh of IdVdernacrur for 
“ fome years paft, on thepart of the Navvaub Hyder. When 
lately attacked by the viftorious forces of the Englifh under the 
command of General Mathews, I oppofed him, and fulfilled 
my duty in every relpe<51 ; but foeing the foperior fortune and 
“ force of the Englifh, and receiving propofals for peace from 
“ General Mathews, by thefo circumftances, but more elpeci- 
“ ally by the perfuafions of CaptainMCAMPBELL, tlie fon of Cb- 

Jr 

“ Idnel Campbell, who was formerly at- Chinaputtan, I was 
“ induced to come to terms, and delivered up to General Ma>- 

“ THEWS 
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THEWS the treafiiry, property, ftores and keys of the forts of 

“ this Country. If I had been dilpofed, I had it in.my power to 

“ have appropriated this colleded wealth to other purpofes ; but, 

“ from a regard to the high fortune of the King of England, 

“ and the uprightnel's and integrity of the Ehglilh People,. I have 

“ included mylclf in the number-of your iervants, and have de- 

“ termined, with the utmoft fincerity and purity of heart, to 

“ lerve you well and faithfully. By the blefling of God, under 

“ your aulpkres, my endeavours towards the well and full per- 

“ formance of my duty Ihall be ten-fold greater than heretofore ; 

“ and as General Mathews intends to proceed to Scringputtam, 

“ your loyal fervant will afiiif, to the utmort: of his ability and 

“ power. You will be fully informed on this fubje^l by Captain 

“ Campbell. Honour, and favour, and reward, muft flow from 

vou. 

•/ 

“ From' the time of your firft eflablithment in this Country to 
the prefent period, the engagements of the Englifh have been 
“ facredly performed and adhered to ; nor have they been want- 
“ ing in their prote£lion of the honour and dignity of the Sur- 
“ dars of Bengal, and other places. I hope, from your favour 
“ and benevolence, that you will ifllie your commands to Gene- 
“ ral Mathews, to favour me with all duckindnefs and atten- 
tion. I have taken fheltcr under the Ihadow of your benevo- 
** lencfi. Captain Campbell has Ihewn me great kindnefs in 
“ this rcfpc 61 , and, by encouraging me to hope for your favour, 

“ has 
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“ has led me to become youf icrvant. You will be fully informed 
“ of the ftate of affairs in this quarter by Captain Campbeli-’s 
“ letters. 

“ Written on the 2Jth of Suffur, A. H. 1197.” 

“ A true copy, 

“ J. P. Avriol, Set-." 


T.ETTER TO WARREN HASTINGS, ESQ^ 

• “ Calcutta^ Ji'Tdv 2.7, 17S:>. 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ Some time ago, 1 did rnyfelf the honour of writing to you, 
“ on the iubJeiSl of my mifhon from Hyat Sahib to this Cio- 
“ vernment. 

“ It is with pleafure 1 now underftand that you have come (o 
the refolution of fending an anfwcr to his letter. I cannot help 
“ delivering it as my opinion, that a decided andavowed protce- 
“ tion granted to him from this Government, will be produ61:i\ e 
“ of great public utility : but fhould you, and the other Gentlc- 
“ JEuen of the Council, think proper to decline this, from motiA cs 
“ beft known to yourfelves, and of which I fhall not pretend to 
“ judge, I beg leave humbly to reprefent, that the f boner Hyat 
“ Sahib’s letter is acknowledged, the more latisfaftory it will be 
“ to him, and the more efficacious in its probable good confe- 
** quences. 

“ I 
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“ I am ready and anxious to proceed immediately to the other 
“ coaft with the anfwer to Hyat Sahib, and fliall take the liber- 
“ ty of hoping that you will give me inftruflions to remain fome 
“ time with him, that he may have an opportunity of tranfmit- 
“ ting, through me, any communication that he may wilh to 
“ eflabliih with this Government. I have the plcai'urc to inform 
“ you, that that Prcfidency to which I particularly belong, have 
“ granted me their confent to be employed in the final arrangc- 
“ ment of t!ie Bidanore treaty, Ihould your Board think proper to 
“ choofe me as a fit perfon ; and they have further unanimoully 
“ done me the honour to approve of my coridud in tlie commencc- 
“ ment of thi.^ bufincls. 

“ W'.Lb refpeft to the appokimcnts } ou may judge riglit to 
“ allow me, I truft entirely to your own ideas of propriety. I 
“ AV’ilh for nothing more than what is fufficieiit to defray the cx- 
peaces of fuch a journey, and to enable me to maintain that 
“ charaflcr in a fituation of this kind wliich is requilite to pio- 
“ mote the public goiid. 

“ I have the honour to be, with the greatefi; refipcifl, 

“ Honourable Sir, 

“ Your moft faithful and mofl obedient fein ant, 

“ Donald Campbell.” 


After 
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^t'tcr (omc doky» I received inftmdlions, together ukli a 
letter from Mr. IIastincjs for Hyat, .with which I let off ia 
order to deliver it into his own hands, as follows : 

LETTER TO CATTAIN DONALD CAMPBELL. 

“ Sir, 

“ I have it in command from the Honourable the Governor- 
“ General and Council, to tranfink you the inclofed anfwer from 
“ the Governor-General to the letter ivhich you brought froru 
“ Hyat Sahib, the Fouldar of Bidanor-e, to this Government, 
“ upon the occahon of his furrendering that Country to the 
** Company. As you propole to return to Bidanore, the Board 
“ requeft that you will deliver this anfwer in perlbn to Hyat 
“ Sahib, with aflurances from them of every prote6'tion and 
lupport which the eminent fervices rendered by him to the 
Company give him lb good a right to expe£t, and which they 
“ have it in their power to grant ; and you will acquaint him, 
** that they have further agreed to recommend him in fuch terms 
to the Honourable the Court of Diredtors, as may encourage 
** him to hope for every attention from their juftice. 

“ Cottfidcriag the great importance of the acquifition of Bi- 
danore to the Company, its proportionable diladvantage to 
** the enemy, and the magnitude of the objedl to be obtained 
" by holding out every polEble incitement and encouragement 
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“ to die Managers of the Myforc Country, to throw off a new and 
“ unfettled dependence on the enemy’s CTOverumeut, in order to 
obtain a more fecure and beneficial tenure from the Company’s 
poffellion, the Board are the more readily inclined to afford this 
“ early return to the advances of IIyat Sahib, in the hope 
“ that it will infpire him with frelh confidence in the Englitb 
“ Government, and rivet his attachment to it. 

“ It will be at your option, either to return immediately with 
Hyat Sahib’s anfwer to the Governor- General’s letter, if you 
“ Ihall deem it of fufficient confequence to require it, or to re- 
“ main with him, if you conceive that your refidence there for 
any time will be more conducive to the public intereffs ; ^but, 
“ in either cafe, you are defired to report the particulars of your 
reception and proceedings to this Government, with any other 
“ infoimation which you may think it ufcful for them to.kno^v. 

“ I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble fervaut, 

“ J. P. Auriol, Sec.'* 

Fori William^ May 29, 1783.” 


' It would be unpardonable in me to let this occafion pafs, 
without exprclfing the high fenfe I entertain of Mr. Hastings’s 
politenefs, and Sir John MACPHERSON'skindnefsandhofpitality, 
during my ftay at Calcutta. As to Mr. Hastings, in his public 
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capacity, it would be prefumptuous and injudicious to lay much, 
as he now Hands for the Judgment of the higheft Tribunal in this 
Country. My own obfervation leads me to confider him as a 
man of found, acute and brilliant talents, and of a vaH and com- 
prehenfive mind — of manners fociable, amiable, meek and un- 
afFeflcd— and of a dilpofition truly benevolent. His fuperior 
knowledge of the political interefts of IndoHan, and particularly 
of the affairs cf the Eaft India Company, has never been queftion- 
ed ; and, if the I'ulfrage of the People of India may be allowed to 
decide, his condudl as Governor-General, though, like every thing 
human, intermixed with error, was, on the whole, great and lau- 
dable — for I declare I fcarcely ever heard a man in India, Na- 
tive or European, cenfure him, although he was often the fub- 
je£l of converfation with all perlbns and in all companies in the 
EaH. ’ 

The Ibcial virtues of Sir John Macpherson are lb well 
known, that it would be fuperfluous to notice them. The fame 
friendlhip and hofpitality I experienced in liis houle, has been 
lhared by many, who arc not backward in doing him ample jullicc 
on that head. But his conduct during his Ihort adminiftration 
can be known only by thole who make the political concerns of 
India a llibjeft of ftudious. attention. To enter into a detail of 
his various wile regulations for the reftoratiou of the Company’s 
affairs, would be deftruftivc of the end I propole, which is, by a 
concife and- Ample fmnmary of the whole, to render a fair pidure 

of 
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of his admmiftratlon fo clear as to be uudcrftood by any perlbn, 
however ignorant he may be of the politics of that Country, and 
fo brief as not to difcourage the reading of it. 

Sir JoHK Macpherson took the reins of Governrpent into 
his liands on the firft of February, 17S5. He found the Com- 
pany’s revenues diminiihed, and their expenditure increafed, by the 
continual claims of Proprietors, Direftors, and Minifters, to a 
fhare in the patronage of Mr. Hastings — and a public debt ac- 
curnuktinsj to an enormous amount. He therefore law the ne- 
cefiity of putting in pradice every expedient polfiblc, and trying 
every experiment that the ftate of the Country lliggefted, as likely 
to promote an incrcafe of the revenue, a diminution of the public 
expenditure, and a liquidation of the debt. He, therefore, 
on the fourteenth day of his adminiffration, commenced a re- 
form, which be continued with indefatigable zeal and induftry to 
introduce through the various departments of Government— and, 
lieginning with himfelf, difeharged his body-guards. Wliilc he 
was thus employed in India, the Company and Parliament in 
England vi'erc unremittingly engaged in conlidering and molding 
into lhape a fyflem of reform alfo ; and, extraordinary as it may 
appear, the fa^f is, that the lagacity of Mr. Macpiierson had 
adopted by anticipation, and actually reduced to prafhee, the 
identical Ipcculative reforms w hich tlie Parliament and Com])an\ 
were proceeding upon in England ; and the general plan of re- 
form which palTed the Court of Direclors on the eleventh of 
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April, 1785, had been aituully carried into execution by Sir 
3oi]n Macpherson in Bengal, in the months of February, 
March and April, 1785. He made arrangements for the diffu- 
fion of knowledge— -eftablilhcd the fcttlement of Pulo Penang, or 
Prince of Wales’s Ifland— fettled the Bank of Calcutta on a firm 
bafis--- regulated the markets — and, by a plan of his own concep- 
tion, fccured the Company from the accuftomed fraudulent com- 
pofitions with Zemindars, by bonding their balance^, and making 
the bonds cancelable only hv the Court of l)irc< 5 rors. In fine, he 
introduced and carried into ettedl a lyllcm of reform which had a 
moil fudden and lalutary efled'l on the Britiili affairs in India ; and 
in an adminiilration of only eighteen months, he had the felicity to 
perceive the fruits of his W'ifilom and induflry maturing— to re- 
ceive that beft of earthly rewards, . the eileem and applaufe of his 
Fellow -citizens — and to be honoured by the befl of Sovereigns 
with the dignitv of a Baronet* 

While I was at Sir John Macpherson’s houfe, I happened, 
in converfation one day with Mr. Macauley, Sir John’s Secre- 
tary, to be talking over fome part of my adventures ; and found 
to my aftonifhment, that he had, in his route to India, accident- 
ally hired the very fervant whom I had loft at Triefte by fending 
him for letters to Venice ; and Mr. Macauley allured me, that 
he found him polTeired of all the good qualities 1 had expedled to 
meet in him : but the poor fellow had died before my arrival at 
Calcutta, to my great mortification and difappointment* 


As 



( 165 ) 


As the feafon in which I was to leave Calcutta was very un- 
favourable for a voyage by lea, and the coaft thereabouts is one of 
the moft inhofpitable in the world, I let off by land for M dras, 
and in my way had an opportunity of furveying that curious and 
grotcfque monument of fupcrftitious folly, called the Jagranaut 
Pagoda. It is an immenfe, barbarous ftruilure, of a kind of 
pyramidal form, cmbellifhed with devices cut in ftone-work, not 
more fingular than difgufting. Chriftian Idolaters, in forming 
types and figures of divine beings, always endeavour to reprefent 
them with perfonal beauty, as proportionate to their divine 
nature as human Ik ill can make it. .Thofe Pagans, on the con- 
trary, in forming their idols, call out every veftige of beauty — 
every thing that, by the confent of Mankind, is fuppofed to con- 
vey jdcafing feufations ; and, in their place, fubllitute the rnolf 
extravagant, unnatural deformity', the moft loathfome naflinef^, 
the moll difgufting obfeeuity. It is not in lang-uage to convey an 
adequate idea of their temples and idols ; and if it was, no pvn - 
pole could be anfwered by it, only the excitement of painful and 
abominable fenfations. To keep pace with the figures of their 
idols, a chief Bramin, by fome accurfed artificial means, (by 
herbs, I believe), has brought to a moft unnatural form, and 
enormous dimenfions, that which decency forbids me to mention ; 
and the pure and Ipotlels women, who from infancy have been 
fliut up from the fight of men, even of their brothers, are brought 

ta 
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to kifs this difgtifting and misfliapcn monfter, under the pre^ 
pofterous belief that it promotes fecundity. 

In this Pagoda (lands the figure of Jagranaut, (their god uii* 
der Brama) ; and a fightly figure it is truly ! — nothing more than 
a black (lone, in an irregular pyramidal form, having tv/o rich 
diamonds in the top by way of eyes, and a nofe and mouth painted 
red. For this god, five hundred Priefts are daily employed in 
boiling food, which, as he icldom eats it, they doubtlcl’s convert 
to their own ufe in the evening. 

I (lopped at Vizagapatnam fora fexv days with Mr. Russia., 
who was Chief of that place. His ftyle of living was (b cxatll v 
fimilar to that of an elegant family rcfiding at their countrv-houle 
in England, that I felt myfelf more happy and comfortable than 
I had been fince my arrival in India ; and that happinefs was much 
increafed by meeting Mr. Maxton, who was married to Mr. 
Russel's daughter. This Gentleman and I had, when mere 
boys, been (hipmates on our firft going out to India : a warm 
friendlhip took place between us, which has met unth no inter- 
ruption, but rather increafed from lapfc of time, and greater ha- 
bits of intimacy. To fee a man whom I fo entirely edcetr.ed, in 
po(fcfiion of the mod perfect domedic felicity, and furroumlcd by 
a number of amiable conne^lions and friends, was to me a fuhjcd 
of the mod pleafing contemplation. 


LETTER 
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LETTER LXIII. 


Leaving Vizagapatnlm, I took niy route along tiie 
coaft, and arrived at Mafulipatam, where I heard rumours of the 
unfortunate fate of General Mathews. This threw fuch a damp 
upon my fpirits, that all the hofpitality and kindnefs of Mr. 
Daniel, the Chief, could fcarcely raife me from delpondence; 
and on my arrival at Madras, I found the whole amply corn- 
firmed. 

As Hyat Sahib’s affair yet remained unlettled, and I conii- 
dcred myfelf in a degree pledged to obtain him fome fatisfattion 
for his fervices in furrendcring the Province of Bldanore, and to 
fulfil mv engagements with him and the Supreme Council, 1 de- 
termined to pr(K:ced to Bombay, notwithftanding the difaff er of Gc~ 
neral Mathews, which had entirely crulhedall my private pro- 
fpeds in that quarter, and to co-operate with Hyat Sahib in liich 
meafures as might yet remain to us for promoting the public good. 
I left Madras, therefore, and profecuted my journey without any 
material interruption until I reached Palamcotah, where the chagrin 
arifing from my various difappointments, co-operating with fatigue 
and climate, threw me into a fit of ficknefs, which confined me 
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to iviy bed for fn t? (tr fix: weeks. Uj--'a recovering a little, 1 
crawled on to Anjengo, where, at the hoi ie of Mr. Hutchinson, 
the Rcfulent, (u'hn treated me with coidial kindnefs), I waited 
for an opportunity of getting to Bombay, and during that time 
laid in a flock of Jlrength and fpirits : at length a Europe fhip 
touching at Anjeago on licr wniy to Bombay, I obtained a paflagc, 
and proceeded. 

At Bombay I found Hyat Sahib, it having been deemed ex- 
pedient to fend him away from Bidanore on the approach (U' 
Tippoo with his army, where I received from him a confirma- 
tion of what I have ftated refpeding General Matiikws re- 
ceiving only tw'o lacks of rupees and a necklace. And now, as 
peace was negociating between us and Tippoo, and my remaining 
on the Malabar coaft could be of little ufe, I determined to return 
to the Carnatic. And here I have an incident to add to the many 
difagreeable occurrences of my life, ift; which, with intentions the 
mofl innocent, I was made tlie fubjefl of obloquy and unmerited 
fcandal. 

Jjuft at the time I was leaving Bombay, a young Lady, the 
daughter of a perfbu formerly of high rank in India, and now a 
Member of Parliament, but whofe name it would be ufelefs to 
mention, wifhed to return to the Carnatic ; and I, at the requeft 
of herfelf, and another Lady with whom fhe lived, unguardedly 
took charge of her during the journey. Before our departure, 
I refiedled upon the difficulties and impropriety of this flep, and 
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commuilicated my ideas to the Ladies, who, inftead of liflening 
to the objedions I ftarted, prelled me to fulfil my promife : I oon- 
fented, purely from principles of politenefs and good-nature. 
During the courfe of our journey, fhe unfolded to me, of her own 
accord, certain a6is of cruelty arKl injuftice fhe had fuffercd from hw* 
father, at the inftigation of her moiJier~m~laWy with a ftory of her 
innocence having fallen, and her reputation having been deftroyed, 
by a connexion of the Lady under whofc charge fhe was, and 
who for tliat reafbn had prefled her departure with me ; and added, 
fhe was lb difgufled with India, that fhe determined to quit it ; 
and entreated me to aflift her in the accomfdifhinent of her 
wifhes. I dilapproved, in the moft unqualified terms, of her 
projed — gave her the bell: and moll difintcrefled advice — and, 
through the whole difagteeablc bufmels whicli was impoled upon 
me, a61ed merely with a view to her honour and happinefs ; and 
feveral of the moft refpedlahle people in Palamcotah, where fhe 
paired fome time, and at Madras, where Ihe afterwards refided, 
could atteft the delicacy of my conduft towards her, as well as 
the concern and intereft I took in every thing tliat was likel\ to 
be of advantage to her. 

This is a fair ftatemeut of the matter ; and yet, on account of 
it, I was moft infaraoufly Icandalized ; and the Icar^dal reached 
even the ears of my father, whom, however, I loon latisficd on 
that head. But that which ftung me to the quick was the con- 
<iucl of l()me of my own relations, (who, if they even could not 
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juftify or approve, ought at leaft to have been Tilent), in becoming 
the moft virulent of my detraftors — though, when the charader 
of thofe very relations had on former occafions been reflefted 
upon, I flood up and defended them at the imminent hazard of 
my life. Such Gondud appeared to me moft atrocious; for, 
whether from afleclion, felfiflinefl, or pride, I always ftrenuoufly 
fupported my relations, if I heard them traduced in their ab- 
fence — and, when I was not able to juftify their proceedings, at 
leaft lupprefled the coiwcrfation. To a man who had uniformly 
a£led lb, were there even no reciprocation of family affeblion, 
mutual juftice demanded diflerent treatment from that I expe- 
rienced, winch could have fprungxmly from depravity of heart, 
poverty of intellefl, and the moft abjedl meaimefs of fpirit. And 
what is remarkable on this, as well as ||i other occafions, thofe 
who had been under the greateft obligation to my fether and my- 
fclf, were the moft inveterate. 

On the death of my father, looking over his papers in the 
prefence of the Deputy Sheriff of Argyll, and three other Gen- 
tlemen, we met with a letter on thefubjeft from the young Lady’s 
father to mine, refie6Hng in a grofs manner on my charafler. 1 
diredly wrote to that Gentleman, cxpla^ng the whole affair, and 
demanding jufticc to be done to my reputation. Upop an ecclairc- 
ciffenoent of the matter, he wrote to me a complete apology, ac- 
knowledging that he had a£led on that occafion through mifrepre- 
fentation, and had too cafily given credit to iU-foundpd reports ; and 

• faying. 



( ni ) 


faying, that as the letter in queftion had, by the perufal of the 
Deputy Sheriff and other Gentlemen, in ibme mealure become a 
matter of public notoriety, he thought it incumbent on him to 
make that apology, and to exprefs his fincere regret for any detri- 
ment I might have luftained, by his yielding unguardedly to a lud- 
den impulfe of pailion, caufed, as he was then perfectly convinced, 
by mifinformation. 

Thus was my chara61er at once cleared of a calumny which 
the induftrious villany of a few had contrived to propagate through 
every fpot of the earth where I was known. 

This llory may lerve as an inftrudlivc leflbn to you, my Fke- 
oERiCK, to avoid, in the very firft inftance, any coime^iou with 
women that in the probable courfe of things can lead to private 
a61s of confidence : th||| are at beft indifereet — tend, as in this 
cafe, to make a man a dupe — and never fail to lead to fcandal and 
reproach. You will alfb, from the letter of the Lady's father, 
found eight or ten years after it was written among my father’s 
papers, fee the impropriety and hazard of committing your 
tiioughts incautioufly to paper. 1 have known it frequently, as in 
tills inftance, end in mortification and regret. 

Before quitting entirely the Malabar coaft, I took a trip to 
Surat, wliich amply repaid me for my trouble. It furpafles any 
part of India for extent and variety of commerce, for populous 
Iti-ects and fuburbs, and for a continually moving Iccne of opulence. 
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For a more minute account of it, I refer you to the Abbe Ray- 
NAL, who, though not generally accurate, is fo elegant, that you 
will be able, from his defcription, to form a lively conception of 
the place, and its lingular cuftoms. 

Here I was received in a very friendly manner by Mr. Seton. 
And indeed I may now once for all declare, that at every place 
where I flopped, and every pofl I palfed, from my leaving Eng- 
land till my return, I experienced the mofl kind and liberal recep- 
tion, and the mofl afliduous attention : my wants of every kind, 
whether of veflels, boats, guards of Sepoys, letters of introduc- 
tion, See. being fupplied by anticipation, I had fcarcely occafion 
to make a requefl, or exprefs a wilh ; nor was the attention 
Ihewn to the public fervicc lels than that which was manifefted 
for my private convenience. To kindne&ib truly confolatory as 
it then was to me, I never look back without fentiments of un- 
bounded gratitude and unfeigned acknowledgment. 

My journeys by land in India after my Ihipwreck, indepen- 
dent of long voyages by lea, amounted to more than three thou- 
fand miles. After getting back to Madras, my health being ma- 
terially injured, I relblved to return to England : but, having feen 
almofl all the Company’s pofleflions, I felt acuriofity to fee China, 
and determined to make that my way. To render this route 
more agreeable to me, Lord Macartney, in addition to hia 
other favours, gave me the following handlbrae letter of in- 
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troduftion to Mr. Piooir, the Cotnpan/s chief Supercargo at 
Canton : 


“ Fort St, George^ July 2S, 1784-. 

“ Sir, 

“ This letter will be dilivered to you by Captain Donald 
Campbell, of this Eftablifhment — a Gfentleman who has fig- 
“ nalizcd himlHf on many occalions, but more particularly by 
“ his ability and addrcls in accomplilhing the liirrender of the 
“ fort of Bidanore, at which place he had been long a prilbner. 
“ His ill ftate of health contrafted there, renders a voyage to 
“ China, perhaps to Europe, abfolutely neceilary. Should he 
“ remain any time at your Settlement, I fliall be much obliged 
“ to you for any at<|||itiou and civility fliewn to him ; and I fliall 
“ be happy, on any occalion you may afford me, of returning 
“ your polite attention to an Officer of fo much merit as Captain 
“ Campbell, and of proving how much I am, 

« Sir, 

“ Your moft obedient and moft humble iervant, 

* “ Macartney.!’ 

“ To William Henry Pigou^ Efq. 

I had alfo a letter to Mr. Freeman, another Supercargo 
there ; by whom, as well as by Mr. Pigow, I was treated with 
great politenefs: and Mr. Freeman being obliged to leave Canton, 
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and go to Macao, for the recovery of his healthy invited me to 
accompaily him there. I availed myfelf of the opportunity ; 
and, as we went all along through the rivcrsl^ had an opportunity 
of feeing more of the Country than many of die Europeans who 
vifit that Country. With the obfervations which I made in the 
courle of this ejfcdrfion and my refidence at Canton, I would 
furnifli you, but that Lord Macartney’s Embaffy is juft returned 
from that Country ; and there is every rcafon to hope that he, or 
fome of the Gentlemen who attended him, and who poflefs ftipe- 
rior abilities and more ample materials, will favour the Public 
with a much more perfefl account than mine could poftlbly be. 

While I remained at Canton, a very dilagreeable rupture took 
place between the Faflory and the Chineft. An Englilh ihip 
lying at Wampoa, in fainting, fhattcred a Chinefe boat ; by which 
accident, two men in it were much hurt with the iplinters, and one 
of them died of his wounds fbon after. The matter was clearly 
explained to the Mandarins ; and they leemed to be latisfed that 
it was merely an accident. A few days after, the Supercargo of 
thefhip was forcibly feized, and carried into the city : the Council 
met, and determined to fend for the Sailors from the fhips ; and in 
the evening after dark, fifteen or fixteen boats, with four or five 
hundred men, attempted, in an irregular manner, to come up to 
Canton— were fired upon by the Chinefe boats and forts in paffing, 
and, with a few men wounded, wire compelled to retreat. 
Nothing could fuipafs the conftemation and indecifidn of the 
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Council; and after the moft humiliating language, they were 
obliged to appeafe the Chinefe, and fettle the affair b;^ giving up 
the gunner of the (hip to their refentmciit. 

On the 29th December, 1784, 1 embarked in thePonlbornc 
Eaft-lndiatnan, Captain Hammet, in which 1 had come from 
Madras to China ; and, after a tolerable vojage of five months 
and two days, got on board a fifhing-boat off Falmouth, and was 
put on fhore there, having been exaflly four years and five days 
from England. 

Such was my impatience to fee you, that I wrote from 
Falmouth for you to meet me at Bath. We arrived there the 
fame day ; and never in my life did I experience fuch tranfport as in 
firft prefling you to my bofbm : I found you all that my heart could 
wifh ; and I muft, in juftice to my opinion, aver, that not one 
aftion of your life has tended fince to give me a moment’s pain : on 
the contrary, I have every realbn to be fatisfied that my fanguine 
hopes of you will be realized. The turn of your thoughts and 
adlions have been vigilantly watched and clofely examined by me ; 
and from your affedtion to myfelf and your mother, your gentle 
deportment to my domelHcs, your franfcnefs and candour with 
your brother and fchool-fellows — even from your fondnefs for your 
favourite dog Pampey^ and frequent filent contemplations of the 
etchings of his countenance, I have drawn the moft pleafing 
prefages of purity and imiocence of heart, fwectnels of temper, 
and refined honour and generofity. If it plcafcs God to fpare 
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your life, and ftrongdien your coitftitution, I Ihall ftill be the hap- 
picft of men, notwithftanding the inroad made upon my feelings 
by the hardlhips and affli6Hons I had undergone, of wliich many 
arofe from unavoidable accident, and feme from malignant and 
umiatural perfecution, arifing from bafe envy, didlated by cow- 
ardly revenge. I do not wilh you to know who the wretches arc : 
I only wilh you to know that fuch deteftable paflions do exift in 
human nature — that, warned by their wickedncls to me, you 
may, in your progrefs through life, be cautious, temperate and 
guarded. 

Another thing I am anxious to imprefs upon the mind, parti- 
cularly, of your brother John, is the danger of a warm, impetu- 
ous temper. Many of the hazards and difficulties of my life arofe 
from the predominance of a fiery Ipirit, and an ungovernable, 
miftaken ambition. A fingle inftance will ferve to ffiew it. 
When I was under the command of Captain, afterwards General 
Mathews, in his regiment of Cavalry, being cantoned at a 
place called Tuckolam, in the neighbourhood of extenfive woods, 
information was brought us that wild bulls infefted the neighbour- 
ing villages, -and had killed fome people : we prepared to enter 
the wood, and defttoy, if poffible, thofe ferocious animals, which 
had become the terror and dcftru£Uon of the contiguous country. 
The origin of thofe wSd herds was this — From time immemo- 
rial, a religious cuftom had prevailed among the Pagan inhabi- 
tants, of offering a calf to the wood upon the accomplilhment of 
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any favourite purpeie, fiich as thelafe delivery of his wife, or the 
obtaining an employment, &c. In procels of time, thofe calves 
bred, and became numerous and incredibly fierce. Independent 
of protecting the defencelefs natives, it was in itfelf a moft iiiter- 
efting kind of hunting. The mode of doing it was this — A large 
party, well mounted, galloping in a body up to a great flock, and 
marking out the fierceft champion of the whole, attacked him 
with fwords and piftols. One day, a bull which was wounded, 
and thereby rendered more fierce, though not lefs vigorous, got 
polled in fome thick bulhes, in fuch a manner as to be approached 
only in front : a wliim of themofl extravagant kind came into my 
head, fuggefted by vain-glory and youthful fire — I thought it un- 
generous for fb many to attack him at once ; and, wifhihg to have 
the credit of fliliduing him, I difinounted from my horfe, and at- 
tacked him with a pike : 1 fbon, however, had caufe to repent 
this rafh and unwarrantable ftep ; it had nearly been fatal to me— 
for the bull foon threw the pike into the air, and, had it not been 
for the very gallant exertions of my BrO;^hcr Officers, who rode 
in upon hhn, and refeued me at tlie moment that the brute’s 
horns had touched my coat, I mufl have been killed. An Indian 
Officci', who was in my troop, particularly diftinguifhed himfelf, 
at the imminent hazard of his life, the bull having tofled his horfe 
and himfelf to a diflance from his horns. At this time I was 
but eighteen j'cars of age, and had not the judgment to refleCt, that 
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if I had been killed, my fate would be attended witli only 
|)ityorfcom for my folly; whereas, had I focceeded, the whole 
-reward of my danger would liaye been the ufelefs applaufe of 
ibme youngftcrs, idle and inconfidcrate as myfelf— -while my 
raihnels would have beeu reprobated by every man whole good 
opinion was worth enjoying. One or two people who were pre- 
lent at the time, arc now living in great repute in England. We 
lucceeded, however, in driving thofe wild cattle into the interior 
recelles of the wood, dividing the flelh of thofe we killed among 
foch of the poor Sepoys as would eat it, and thereby rendered ef- 
lential fervice to the contiguous villages. * 

Often when I have .heard, ii^ coffee-houfes and play-houfes, 
Ibme of our fporting (parks boaftlng of tlicir proweft over a timid 
hare or a feeble fox^ I could not help recolledling with refped the 
hunters, of India, who chafe the deftru6livc monfters of the 
foreft— the boar, the tyger, the hyena, the bull, or the buffalo ; 
and, while they fteel the nerves, animate the courage, and, -by 
habitual deeds of pith| fit themfelvcs for war, render effential 
fervice to their fellow-creatures, and fave die lives and property 
of thoufands. , Such greatnefs of Ipirit, under the controul of 
good fenfe, and tlie diieflibn of prudence, muft render a man 
rclpcdlable*— but, if not managed with diferetion, leaves^ man 
iM) other praife than, that of a magnanimous madman. Take 
xrvery opportunity, iny dear Frederick, of inculcating thefe 
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precepts in the mind of your brother ; the natural warmth of his 
temper often, makes me fearful of the mifchicvous confequenccs 
which I have myfelf too often experienced — though, I thank 
God, it never ftimulated me to revenge, or to a premeditate in- 
tention of injuring any one. 

I have already faid more than once, that I have a mofl* perfect 
conviftion your amiable difpofition will enfure to you the love of 
Mankind ; but it will at the feme time lubjeft you to many impo- 
litions-—to. guard againft which, a great lhare of ftcrnnefs is fome- 
times neceflary ; there is, behdes, a certain degree of fortitude 
abfolutely requifite to give luftre to a gcntlo dilfX)fition ; without 
it, meeknefe is thought timidity — modefty, weaknefs— and the 
charming mildnefs of the forgiving heart, abufed as the pitiful re- 
fource of abjeft apprdieiifion and a mean Ipirit. There are times, 
therefore, when the wickednefs of men, and the cuftoms of the 
world, make it neceflary to lay afidc the lamb, and aflume the 
lion. Europe at this moment prefcnts an awful and alarming 
crifis.. In a neighbouring Country, the conduft of the higher 
clalTes of Ibciety has produced a dreadful convulfion : Ibcial order 
has been fubverted, and the ftability of property annihilated ; all 
realbning from the hiftory of former times is found inapplicable to 
the prefent : the fyflem of warfare itfelf has undergone a revolu- 
tion ; and no man is able to fey from pofitivc inference, “ Thus 
will it be to-morrow.’* Our iniular fltuation, thank God ! pro- 
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t«Sls vA'. and the precarious footing upon which civil order and 
propeitjr Aand in moft Couiitnes m the Continent, make our 
ftate in England enviable. The time i-i neverthclefs pregnant 
with extraordinary event ; and you are now approaching that age 
at which men fliould be ready to aft at the call of their Country. 
It is theSrefore fitting for you to make fuch things the liibjefi: of 
frequent contempkticm — to habituate your mind to the meeting 
of danger, fi> as to be ready, at a momcnt’b wai ning, to lay down 
your life, if neoelBary, for the good of your Country ; for, after 
all, my F«eD’E*ick, what avails it w hether \vc die lu this way 
«• ifl‘tliat ?*~4o‘ die with honour and a good conlciencc, is alL Let 
prejudice be laid afide— and who, poflefled of common fenie, 
could fafefitatc acaonaent to prefer dcarii in the field, to death with 
t3be liathfome aggravation of ficknefs, the crocodile tears of pre- 
tended friends, and the painftd emotions and lamentations ot 
thofe who really love us ? 

' Finally, I muft obferve, that at the time I left India, the 
a^ir;9 of the Britifli Nation wore fo very lowering an afpeft, all 
acquainted with our concerns there, allowed nothing but a 
iOBg ifeiief whe meafbres, with the beft efficient ferv ants tc 
— .ja, cOuM reicue the Company from rum. I air. 
boiagaidd||!icw’‘to fraie, without the poflibility of con- 
frttt tbeiftmtda w‘Mch menaced us in that quarter have 
gdHdnkly the meaiures of the Bo a«d 
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of CoNmovL, under the diredlionof Mr. Dundas ; and arc at 
laft entirely difpcrfed by the glorious adminiftration of Lord 
Cornwallis, whofe wifdom in the Cabinet tended no lefs to 
thefecurity, than his military talents, juftice and moderation, to 
the honour, of Great Britain in the Eaft. The choice of 
fuch a perfon for the Government of India, refledls credit on Hrs 
Majesty’s Councils,’ and evinces that the paternal care and 
folicitude of our amiable Sovereign extend to the moft remote 
part of the Empire, 


end of part hi. 









